
Family Letter 
5th Grade Classifying Quadrilaterals 

 

Dear Family, 
 
 
Focus of the Unit 
This unit focuses on using the properties of quadrilaterals to sort them into categories and 
subcategories. Students also classify quadrilaterals in a hierarchy, based on their properties.   
 
Building on Past Mathematics  
In previous grade levels, students classified figures based on various properties. Specifically in 
fourth grade, students classified two-dimensional figures based on the presence or absence of 
parallel or perpendicular lines, or the presence or absence of angles of a specified size. In third 
grade, students sorted shapes with shared attributes (number of sides, relative side lengths, 
types of angles) into different categories, with an emphasis on work with quadrilaterals.  
 
Strategies that Students Will Learn 
In fifth grade, students use their previous understanding of classifying shapes and continue their 
work with quadrilaterals. Students describe and compare the attributes of shapes and 
understand that attributes belonging to a category of two-dimensional figures also belong to all 
subcategories of that category. For example, all rectangles have four right angles and squares 
are rectangles, so all squares have four right angles.  
 
Students will also learn that two-dimensional figures can be arranged in a hierarchy based on 
their properties: 
           
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ideas for Home Support 
When classifying shapes, encourage your child to explain his/her reasoning. Pose new shapes 
and debate why they would or would not fit into the categories. Examine various shapes and 
discuss what is true about shapes and categories. Ask, “What are ways to classify triangles? Is 
this attribute true of all quadrilaterals? Why can’t         be classified as a parallelogram?”  
 

Thank you for serving as partners in your child’s success as a mathematician! 
<signature>  

 

Quadrilateral – a 
polygon with 4 sides 

Rhombus– a 
parallelogram with 
4 equal sides 

Parallelogram – a quadrilateral 
opposite sides that are parallel 

Square – a 
rectangle 
with 4 equal 
sides 

Rectangle – a parallelogram with 4 
right angles 

Trapezoid – a 
quadrilateral 
with one pair 
of parallel sides 
with 4 right 

Kite – a 
quadrilateral 
with 2 pairs 
of adjacent, 
congruent 
sides 

 





Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		Classifying Quadrilaterals.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 27



		Failed: 2







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Failed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top

