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The world of education is always 
changing to ensure the success of 
all students.  Higher standards and 
new ways of teaching will prepare 

students for the demands of college 
and careers now and in the future.  

Davidson County Schools’ 
curriculum is based on the Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS) and 

the North Carolina Essential 
Standards (NCES).

This guide provides an 
overview of what your child will 
learn by the end of fifth grade.  

You will also find ideas for 
helping your child at home.
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Supporting Your Child in English Language Arts

In fifth grade your child will fluently and accurately comprehend a range of increasingly challenging fiction and 
non-fiction texts from different cultures and time periods. As we stress the importance of the reading-writing 
connection, your child will draw upon evidence from text to support research projects. Your child will 
understand the proper uses of grammar and punctuation through numerous written pieces throughout the 
year.

Activities in these areas will include:
• Determine the theme of a story, play, or poem, including how characters respond to challenges
• Use evidence from the text to build understanding (e.g., identify main idea, summarize, make inferences)
• Compare and contrast stories that deal with similar themes or topics
• Explain how authors use reasons and evidence to support their points or ideas
• Draw on information from multiple books, articles, or online sources to locate an answer or to solve a 
problem quickly

• Learn and use grammar rules
• Learn and use new words, including words related to specific subjects (such as science words)
• Determine the meaning of a word or phrase in a text
• Give a class presentation on a topic or tell a story, introducing relevant facts and details in a clear, logical 
order

• Write research or opinion papers over extended periods of time

Suggested Books to Read With Your Child:

Horses, by Seymour Simon
Tuck Everlasting, by Natalie Babbitt
M.C. Higgins, the Great, by Virginia Hamilton
Alice's Adventures in Wonderland, by Lewis Caroll
Hurricanes: Earth's Mightiest Storms, by Patricia Lauber
Discovering Mars: The Amazing Story of the Red Planet, by Melvin Berger

By the end of fifth grade, your child should 
be able to read texts similar to the following:

Great whirling storms roar out of the oceans in many parts of the world. They are called by several 
names - hurricane, typhoon, and cyclone are the three most familiar ones. But no matter what they are 
called, they are all the same sort of storm. They are born in the same way, in tropical waters. They 
develop the same way, feeding on warm, moist air. And they do the same kind of damage, both ashore 
and at sea. Other storms may cover a bigger area or have higher winds, but none can match both the 
size and the fury of hurricanes. They are earth's mightiest storms. Like all storms, they take place in the 
atmosphere, the envelope of air that surrounds the earth and presses on its surface. The pressure at 
any one place is always changing. There are days when air is sinking and the atmosphere presses 
harder on the surface. These are the times of high pressure. There are days when a lot of air is rising 
and the atmosphere does not press down as hard. These are times of low pressure. Low-pressure 
areas over warm oceans give birth to hurricanes.

Hurricanes: Earth's Mightiest Storms, by Patricia Lauber

Parents Guide To Student Achievement

Continued:
What are some resources to support my child’s 
health and wellbeing? 

The board is committed to providing a school 
environment that promotes student wellness, 
proper nutrition, nutrition education, and regular 
physical activity as part of the total learning 
experience. As part of that commitment, the board 
directs the superintendent to oversee the 
development, implementation, and ongoing 
evaluation of this policy and other school system 
efforts to encourage students to be healthy and 
active, including compliance with the State Board 
of Education’s Healthy Active Children Policy, 
SHLT-000.  More information is located at the 
following link:  7.11 Student Wellness Policy

Helpful Links for Student Wellness
NC 211
Facts from the CDC on Electronic Cigarettes
Davidson County Health Department
Davidson County Social Services
Family Services of Davidson County
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Mental Health Resources

Additional Helpful Parent Websites Additional Helpful Parent Websites
NC Department of Public Instruction
NCDPI's Page for Parents and Families
US Department of Education
American Library Association
Financial Aid Resources
Family Education
Federal Aid
College Foundation of NC
http://www.scholarshipplus.com
College Board Big Future
http://www.fastweb.com 
http://www.ncseaa.edu

http://www.ipl.org

Direct questions and comments to:  
Director of Elementary Education
P.O. Box 2057 | Lexington, NC 27293-2057 
Call: 336.249.8181 | FAX: 336.249.1062
www.davidson.k12.nc.us

The Davidson County Board of Education believes all students and employees should be free of unlawful discrimination, bullying 
and harassment, including sexual harassment as part of safe, orderly and inviting learning/working environments.  The Board is 
committed to nondiscrimination in all educational and employment activities and expressly prohibits unlawful discrimination and 
harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, pregnancy, religion, veteran status, age or disability.  The Board
prohibits retaliation against a student or employee exercising rights made available through state or federal law, also prohibits 
retaliation for reporting such violations. Policy violation is serious; appropriate action will be taken in response.  Students and 
employees area advised that if conduct prohibited by this policy is established, disciplinary action will be taken, up to and including 
suspension (for students and termination (for employees)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1bbs--Th5GI8cwEtEbSZWRSkiqMO5UOkD/view
https://nc211.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/tobacco/e-cigarettes/
https://www.co.davidson.nc.us/200/Health
https://www.co.davidson.nc.us/365/Social-Services
http://www.fsdc.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.davidson.k12.nc.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=800330&type=d&pREC_ID=1653733
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/parents/
http://www.ed.gov/
https://www.ala.org/
http://mappingyourfuture.org/
http://www.familyeducation.com/
http://www.studentaid.ed.gov/
https://www.cfnc.org/
http://www.scholarshipplus.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college
http://www.scholarshipplus.com/
http://www.ncseaa.edu/
http://www.ipl.org/
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Reading for information

Help Your Child Learn at Home

Reading Literature

• Read books with your child and after reading have a discussion about the book and any difficult words.
• Keep a variety of reading materials in your home.
• Visit your public library with your child.
• Look for opportunities to share how to read and write in your day-to-day life (e.g., recipes, journals, 
thank you cards).

• Point out interesting words and encourage your child to use them in their everyday speaking vocabulary.
• Have your child read a book and then watch the movie version of a book. Talk about the differences and
similarities between the book you read and the movie version of the book.

In fifth grade, students will read a variety of literature, including stories, plays, and poems.They will 
also read information books about history, the world, science, and other areas. Here are some 
examples of how your child will develop important reading skills across grade levels:

Fourth Grade Reading Fifth Grade Reading Sixth Grade Reading

⚫ Students determine the
theme of a story, play, or
poem using details in the
Text.

⚫ Students compare and
contrast the point of view
from which different stories
are told, including the difference
between rst- and third-person
accounts.

⚫ Students determine the theme
of a story, play, or poem from
details in the text, including
how characters respond to
challenges or how the speaker
in a poem reflects upon a topic,
and students summarize the text.

⚫ Students describe how a
narrator’s or speaker’s point of
view influences how events are
described.

⚫ Students determine the theme
or central ideas of a text and
how it is conveyed through
particular details and provide a
summary of the text without
personal opinions or judgments.

⚫ Students explain how an author
develops the point of view of the
narrator or speaker in a text.

Fourth Grade Reading Fifth Grade Reading Sixth Grade Reading

⚫ Students refer to details and
examples in a text when
explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing
inferences from the text.

⚫ Students interpret information
presented in charts, graphs, or
other visual sources of
information explain how the
information contributes to an
understanding of the text.

⚫ Students quote accurately 
from
a text when explaining what the
text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

⚫ Students draw on information
from multiple print or digital
resources.

⚫ Students cite evidence from the
text to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.

⚫ Students integrate information
presented in different media or
formats (such as visually or
through numbers) as well as in
words to develop a coherent
understanding of a topic or issue.

Adapted from Parent Roadmap: Supporting Your Child in Fifth Grade Language Arts, Council of the Great City Schools

Parents Guide To Student Achievement

What is the contact information for the schools and 
district office

District phone numbers are located here.
Individual school information can be obtained by 
accessing the DCS Website.  The specific contact 
information for Davidson County Schools is:
250 County School Rd
Lexington, NC 27292
(336) 249-8181
www.davidson.k12.nc.us

What are some resources to support my child’s 
health and wellbeing? 

Student Services is an integral part of the 
academic and social-emotional success of our 
students. School Counselors and School Social 
Workers advocate for the needs of all students and 
collaborate and coordinate with staff, parents, and 
community entities to meet those needs.  Student 
Services include:

• Individual and small group counseling
• Class guidance and presentations
• Academic advising
• Career and post-secondary planning
• Referrals to outside agencies 
• Crisis response and management

School Counselors and School Social Workers 
work to ensure that students have the resources 
they need to grow and learn. School social workers 
partner with parents, teachers, and students in a 
combined effort to help all of our students reach 
their individual goals for growth in academic, social, 
and behavioral development. School social workers 
provide a vital link to community resources and 
services for both schools and families.

The board recognizes that it is important for 
students to maintain their physical health and 
receive proper nutrition in order to take advantage 
of educational opportunities. The board further 
recognizes that student wellness and proper 
nutrition are related to a student’s physical well-
being, growth, development, and readiness to 
learn. 

https://4.files.edl.io/9908/10/21/24/182249-dd03b715-31ca-4cc7-9b3d-90dfda60c22b.pdf
https://4.files.edl.io/9908/10/21/24/182249-dd03b715-31ca-4cc7-9b3d-90dfda60c22b.pdf
https://www.davidson.k12.nc.us/
http://www.davidson.k12.nc.us/


Help Your Child Learn at Home

From Common Core State Standards, Appendix C

Fifth grade students’ writing tasks include stories, essays, reports, and persuasive papers. Here are just 
a few examples of how your child will develop important writing skills across grade levels:

Fourth Grade Writing Fifth Grade Writing Sixth Grade Writing

⚫ Students introduce a topic
clearly and develop the topic
with facts, definitions, details,
quotations, or other information.

⚫ Students provide a concluding
statement or section related to
the information or explanation
Presented.

⚫ Students group related
information in paragraphs and
sections and use formatting,
illustrations, and multimedia
when useful.

⚫ Students develop a topic clearly,
provide a focus, and develop the
topic with facts, definitions,
concrete details, quotations, or
other information.

⚫ Students provide a concluding
statement or section related to
the information or explanation
Presented.

⚫ Students group related
information logically and use
formatting, illustrations, and
multimedia when useful.

⚫ Students introduce a topic and
develop the topic with relevant
facts, definitions, concrete details,
quotations or other information.

⚫ Students provide a concluding
statement or section that follows
from the information or explanation
Presented.

⚫ Students include formatting,
graphics, and multimedia when
useful.

Adapted from Parent roadmap: Supporting Your Child in Fifth Grade Language Arts. Council of the Great City Schools.

By the end of fifth grade, your child should be 
able to write text similar to the following:

Parents Guide To Student Achievement

Continued:
What rights do students with disabilities have 
based on the law?

Special education is designed to be a 
continuum of services that support student's 
acquisition of skills within the regular or adapted 
curriculum. Whenever possible, students are 
served in schools within their home district with 
support from special education personnel and 
related service providers.  For those students 
who require a specialized setting or more 
intensive services in order to benefit from their 
special education, classes are based on school 
campuses that house age-appropriate peers.

The Public Schools of North Carolina 
Exceptional Children Division provides local 
units with detailed procedures for the delivery of 
special education services. These rules and 
regulations are detailed in Policies Governing 
Services for Students with Disabilities.  Services 
are provided under the following areas of 
identification:

• Autism Spectrum Disorder
• Deaf/Blindness
• Deafness/Hearing Impairment
• Developmental Delay
• Intellectual Disability
• Multiple Disabilities
• Other Health Impairment
• Orthopedic Impairment
• Serious Emotional Disability
• Specific Learning Disability
• Speech/Language Impairment
• Traumatic Brain Injury
• Visual Impairment

All of our staff members are here to assist 
students as they learn and progress. If you 
have questions or need assistance, please don’t 
hesitate to contact your student’s teacher or 
central office staff member. We are happy to 
consult with parents who need information 
about specific disabilities, community resources, 
or have concerns about their child’s 
education. More information can be found at 
the Exceptional Children's Assistance Center of 
NC, the North Carolina EC Parent Rights 
Handbook, Project Child Find and the NCDPI 
EC Website
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Author Response: Roald Dahl

Roald Dahl is a very interesting author to me. That’s 
because he knows what a kid wants to hear. He has a “kid’s 
mind”. He is the only author that I know that makes up 
interesting words like Inkland, zz wizard, and gobble 
funking. All his stories are the same type. I don’t mean the 
same story written again and again. What I mean is that 
they all have imagination, made up words, and disgusting 
thoughts. Some of his stories that have those things are 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Matilda, The Witches, 
and Danny the Champion of the World. The Witches is the 
book that I am reading right now, and it is like The BFG, 
another book that is by Roald Dahl. They are alike because 
in The BFG, Sophie and the BFG, (the big friendly giant), 
are trying to stop other giants from eating human
beings. The Witches has the same problem. The Boy, (he 
has no name), is trying to stop the witches from turning 
children into small mice, and then killing the mice by 
stepping on them. Both stories have to stop evil people from 
doing something horrible. Roald Dahl uses a lot of similes. 
Some similes that he used that I like are: Up he shot again 
like a bullet in the barrel of a gun.

• Encourage your child to write or type  
for different reasons:

Letters
Imaginative Stories
Personal Narratives

• Talk to your child about his or her day
and encourage them to journal or blog
about it.

• Assist your child in using references
such as the internet to research a topic
in which they are interested.

Page 4

http://www.ecac-parentcenter.org/
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/parent-rights-handbook/open
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/child-find-brochure/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/exceptional-children
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Supporting Your Child in Math

In grade five, students will build their understanding of the place value system by working with decimals up to 
the thousandths place. Students will also add and subtract fractions, including mixed numbers, with unlike 
denominators using related fractions: halves, fourths and eighths; thirds, sixths, and twelfths; fifths, tenths, 
and hundredths.  Students also will multiply a fraction by a whole number or fraction by fraction with the 
denominators 2, 3, 4.  They will continue to expand their geometry and measurement skills, learning the 
concept of volume and measuring the volume of a solid figure.

Activities in these areas include:
• Apply acquired knowledge to solve word problems.
• Accurately multiply multi-digit whole numbers.
• Divide numbers with up to four digits by two digit numbers using strategies that are different from  
traditional methods.

• Read, write, and compare decimals to the thousandths place
• Add, subtract, and multiply decimals to the thousandths using models, drawings or strategies based on
place value.

• Divide a whole number by a decimal and divide a decimal by a whole number, using repeated subtraction
or area models.  Decimals should be limited to hundredths.

• Add and subtract fractions with unlike denominators (bottom numbers) by converting them to fractions
with matching denominators

• Multiply a fraction by a whole number or fraction by fraction with the denominators 2, 3, 4.
• Solve one-step word problems involving division of unit fractions by non-zero whole numbers and division
of whole numbers by unit fractions using area and length models, and equations to represent the problem.

• Relate volume using multiplication and addition.

Adapted from Parent Roadmap: Supporting Your Child in Fifth Grade Math, Council of the Great City Schools

Here are just a few examples of how students will learn about and work with fractions in grade five:

Fourth Grade Math Fifth Grade Math Sixth Grade Math

⚫Students break apart a fraction
into smaller fractions with the
same denominator, or bottom
number, in more than one way.
For example, _ = _ + _ + _ = _ + _

⚫Students explain why a fraction
is equal to another fraction

⚫ Students add and subtract 
mixed
numbers (whole numbers and 
fractions, such as 1 2/3 ) with the 
same denominators

⚫ Students multiply a fraction by a
whole number using area and 
length models.

⚫ Students use models to divide 
fractions.  Students should explain this 
by working with their understanding of 
division as equal sharing and be able 
to represent this work using area, 
length, and set models with the 
denominators limited to 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 
10, and 12.

⚫ Students add and subtract
fractions with different denominators.

⚫ Students multiply a fraction by a
whole number or a fraction by a 
fraction with the denominators 2, 3, 4.

⚫ Students solve one-step word 
problems involving division of unit 
fractions by non-zero whole numbers 
and division of whole numbers by unit 
fractions using area and length 
models, and equations to represent 
the problem.

⚫ Students divide fractions by
fractions using visual models 
and equations to show the 
problem

Parents Guide To Student Achievement

Continued:
What rights do students with disabilities have 
based on the law?

To the maximum extent appropriate, children with 
disabilities are educated in their home school. 
Reassignment of children with disabilities from the 
regular educational environment only occurs if the 
nature and/or severity of the disability is such that 
the student is unable to access the general 
curriculum even with the use of supplementary aids 
and services.

Individualized instruction and student achievement 
are valued in Davidson County Schools. This is 
evident through the services that are available, 
including: 
• Specially designed instruction to meet the needs 

of all students with disabilities 
• Access to the general curriculum and 

intervention programs designed to provide 
maximum opportunities for instruction in the 
general education setting 

• Full continuum of service, including:  
consultation, co-teaching, small group classes 
per core area, self-contained settings and public 
separate schools

• Curriculum-driven instruction: North Carolina 
Standard Course of Study and North Carolina 
Extended Content Standards

• Related services that include but are not limited 
to speech, occupational and physical therapy

• Modified materials, including but not limited to 
books on tape, large-print materials, and 
specialized equipment and furniture

• Accessible space in schools to meet the needs 
of students with physical disabilities 

• Assistive technology

Individual Education Plan (IEP) teams consider 
service delivery options based on the needs of 
each student. Teams may consider regular, 
resource, or separate settings which are available 
at every school for students participating in the 
North Carolina Standard Course of Study. Teams 
may also consider self-contained classes for 
students with significant behavioral challenges or 
students with significant intellectual disabilities who 
participate in the North Carolina Extended Content 
Standards.
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Help Your Child Learn at Home

Students will use pictures such as this 
to see that 4 ÷ 3 is the same as dividing
4 objects equally among 3 shares, or 
having 4 thirds (4/3)

Your child will use a variety of strategies to multiply and divide. These strategies will 
look different from the ways you were taught in school. Some of the strategies include 
the following:

Adapted from Parent Roadmap: Supporting Your Child in Fifth Grade  Math, Council of the Great City Schools

•   Look for word problems in real life, such as:
• Have your child practice multiplying with fractions while cooking
• Determine how many bags of soil to purchase for a garden, given the measurements of the plot
• Assist in balancing a checkbook
•   Encourage your child to use mathematical tools when appropriate such as calculators, rulers, measuring

cups, or a computer.
•   Have your child explain how to write fractions in different ways. For example, what are some different

ways to write 4/3?  He or she could answer 4 ÷ 3, 1 1/3 , 2/3 + 2/3 , 2 x 2/3 , 8/6  , 4 x 1/3 , etc.
•   Encourage your child to “stick with it” whenever a problem seems difficult. This will help your child 

see that everyone can learn math.
•   Use everyday objects to allow your child to explore the concept of fractions.  For example, have your 

child divide a candy bar between three people.  Ask, “How much does each person receive?” (Each
person will receive ⅓ of the candy bar.) Suppose there are three candy bars that you plan to share  
with two friends.  Have your child describe the amount that each person will receive.

Continued:
What rights do students with disabilities have 
based on the law?

We also provide related services that include, but 
are not limited to speech, occupational therapy, 
and physical therapy. Students follow the North 
Carolina Standard Course of Study or the North 
Carolina Extended Content Standards.  The 
Davidson County Schools EC department strives 
to work as a collaborative team to serve and 
advocate for students with disabilities through the 
provision of individualized instruction in the least 
restrictive environment in order for students to 
grow academically, socially, emotionally, and 
vocationally.
Programs.

At the high school level, students with disabilities 
may participate in the Occupational Course of 
Study (OCS), which leads to a North Carolina 
diploma while also providing work experience so 
that students following this pathway graduate with 
marketable skills to enter the workforce. 
Participation in OCS is determined by the student’s 
IEP team.  Students with significant intellectual 
disabilities participate in the NC Extended Content 
Standards. This curriculum teaches the essential 
elements of the traditional course of study while 
also emphasizing the acquisition of daily living 
skills for students.

Davidson County Schools offer a variety of 
academic and support programs to challenge 
students to be prepared for the 21st 
century. Exceptional Children teachers use a 
variety of strategies to help students make 
progress toward grade-level standards which may 
include co-teaching with general education 
teachers. All schools in the Davidson County 
system provide services to students identified as 
having special needs. Students with disabilities are 
served in the least restrictive environment (LRE) 
by certified professionals and paraprofessional 
teachers. 

Parents Guide To Student Achievement

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards/standard-course-study
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/documents/cte/curriculum/languagearts/scos/north-carolina-extended-content-standards-english/open
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/high-school-graduation-requirements#OccupationalCourseofStudy22creditsStudentsenteringGrade9in2021-2022-2682
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Supporting Your Child in Science

Help Your Child Learn at Home

Supporting Your Child in Social Studies

Help Your Child Learn at Home

Students should be actively involved in exploring science concepts by asking questions, seeking 
answers, making predictions, and conducting experiments.

This is a sample of what your child will be learning in Science:
• Understand the interactions of matter and energy and the changes that occur
• Understand force, motion, and the relationship between them
• Understand how structures and systems of the human body perform functions necessary for life
• Understand the interdependence of plants and animals within their ecosystem
• Understand some characteristics of an organism are inherited and other characteristics are acquired
• Understand how Earth systems (hydrosphere and atmosphere) impact patterns of weather and
climate

• Watch and discuss the weather report on the local news with your child.
• Encourage your child to read non-fiction texts.
• Discuss physical characteristics that are similar and different between family members.
• Visit discovery streaming website at www.discoveryeducation.com.
• Encourage your child to watch educational television programs that focus on science.
(ex. Discovery, PBS, Animal Planet)

This is a sample of what your child will be learning in Social Studies:

• Understand ways in which values and beliefs impact development of the United States
• Understand how the structure and function of government impacts cooperation and compromise
• Understand how economic growth and trade are impacted by economic decisions
• Understand the consequences of the financial decisions people make
• Understand ways in which geographic factors impact the development of the United States

• Create a budget and discuss responsible spending with your child.
• Discuss current events with your child, including political issues of our times.
• Take your child to visit historical landmarks in your area.
• Read historical fiction and informational texts with your child.

Continued: 
What school choices are available for my child?

Nonpublic education is overseen by the NC 
Division of Non-Public Education.  For a list of 
private schools, visit this website:  NC Private 
Schools.

For information on how to start a homeschool 
visit:
Homeschool Information

Scholarship grant programs/voucher information 
is available via the NC State Education 
Assistance Authority.

What rights do students with disabilities have 
based on the law?

Davidson County Schools is committed to 
providing a free and appropriate public education 
designed to meet the unique needs of students 
with disabilities. Programming for exceptional 
learners provides the support and related services 
necessary to implement the student’s educational 
plan and assure that students' and parents' rights 
are followed in the process.

It is the policy of the Davidson County Schools to 
comply with applicable federal and state laws 
relating to the education of children with special 
needs, including the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973, and applicable amendments thereto.
Information regarding procedures for compliance 
will be made available to the public at each school 
and in the office of the Exceptional Children’s 
program.

The goal of the Exceptional Children’s 
Department is to support students with disabilities 
while they are in school and ensure that they are 
prepared for adulthood, including higher 
education, competitive employment, and 
independent living. We provide specially 
designed instruction to meet the unique needs of 
the learner with a full continuum of services which 
may include consultation, co-teaching, small 
group instruction, adapted curriculum programs, 
as well as a public separate school.

Parents Guide To Student Achievement

https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/non-public-education
https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/non-public-education
https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/non-public-education/private-school-directory-statistics
https://www.doa.nc.gov/divisions/non-public-education/home-schools
https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/
https://www.ncseaa.edu/k12/
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Supporting Your Child in Healthful Living

Supporting Your Child in Technology

Useful Links When Helping Your Child At Home

This is a sample of what your child will be learning in Healthful Living:
• Understand and apply strategies to manage stress and other emotions
• Understand the structure and function of the male and female reproductive systems, the digestive system and
the circulatory system

• Understand how nutrition, fitness and healthy choices affect wellness and disease prevention
• Understand healthy and effective communication and relationships
• Understand the risks associated with tobacco and other drug use

Help Your Child Learn at Home
• Encourage open communication about the changes your child may be experiencing
• Explore the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s website: www.choosemyplate.gov and discuss healthy food
choices

• Discuss the importance of making healthy food choices and being physically fit

This is a sample of what your child will be learning in Information & Technology Skills:
• Use various resources to gather information for an assigned task
• Use appropriate strategies when reading for enjoyment and for information
• Use a variety of technology tools to gather, organize and present data and information
• Effectively work with others to research a topic
• Understand ethical behavior and Internet safety precautions

Help Your Child Learn at Home
•Monitor the use of technological resources at your home.
• Assist your child in using the Internet as a tool for learning.
• Encourage your child to use multiple sources to research a topic

Please visit our Davidson County Schools Elementary website for online resources to support your child’s 
instruction. They are organized by subject area and will be updated with the most current links.  

Website: Davidson.k12.nc.us, click Departments, click Curriculum & Instruction, click Elementary Education

For additional information regarding the North Carolina Standard Course of Study  and 
North Carolina Essential Standards, please visit: http://www.ncpublicschools.org/curriculum

Parents Guide To Student Achievement

Continued:
What are the rigorous academic programs available 
to my child? How can I learn more about them?

Career and Technical Education (CTE):
NC has made a significant investment in developing 
students and programs to meet the needs of the 
future workforce. Through Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs, public schools offer 
opportunities for students to develop career 
awareness in 5th grade, explore careers in grades 
6-8, and experience leadership, career 
development, and career-aligned content in grades 
9-12.  Many CTE courses are offered at the honors 
level.  To learn about Career Clusters, Pathways, 
and Course Information, Standards, and applicable 
Credentials please visit the NC Course 
Management System.

What school choices are available for my child? Students in public school districts are assigned to 
certain schools based on a local assignment plan 
approved by the Local Board of Education. 
Davidson County Schools has one option that 
allows secondary students and families to choose 
to go to a school that is not within their attendance 
zone. This opportunity is to go to South Davidson 
Middle/High School.  More information can be 
found at the following link:  DCS School Board 
Policy 6.1.1 School Assignment and Student 
Residence Requirements.

There are additional options for families to choose 
for their education:

Charter schools are public schools of choice that 
are authorized by the State Board of Education and 
operated by independent non-profit boards of 
directors. State and local tax dollars are the primary 
funding sources for charter schools, which have 
open enrollment and cannot discriminate in 
admissions, associate with any religion or religious 
group, or charge-tuition. Charter schools operate 
with freedom from many of the regulations that 
govern district schools, but charter schools are held 
accountable through the State assessment and 
accountability system. If you are interested in NC 
charter schools, visit NC charter school for 
information, resources, and contacts. Davidson 
County has one charter school, Davidson Charter 
Academy.

https://www.davidson.k12.nc.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=800010&type=d&pREC_ID=1189690
https://center.ncsu.edu/nccte-cms/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnS2M7exoZymYCtp6A-UjjED5TC5N0Ny/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnS2M7exoZymYCtp6A-UjjED5TC5N0Ny/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HnS2M7exoZymYCtp6A-UjjED5TC5N0Ny/view
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/alternative-choices/charter-schools
https://davidsoncharter.org/
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As a public school system we want you to have this information which is consistent with the way we have 
always operated.  We respect parents' right to raise and nurture their children and have always invited and 
valued parent participation.  Davidson County Schools will work to implement the elements of this bill as 
expected.  The objective of Davidson County Schools is to offer parents and guardians access to information 
regarding student achievement via the district's Parent's Guide to Student Achievement (PGSA). Should you 
wish to obtain paper copies of this document and its contents, you can make a request through your child's 
respective school.

North Carolina Senate Bill 49: Parents' Bill of Rights

Parents have legal rights with regards to their child's education, including the following:

(1) The right to consent or withhold consent for participation in reproductive health and safety education 
programs, consistent with the requirements of G.S. 115C-81.30. 
(2) The right to seek a medical or religious exemption from immunization requirements, consistent with the 
requirements of G.S. 130A-156 and G.S. 130A-157. 
(3) The right to review statewide standardized assessment results as part of the State report card.
(4) The right to request an evaluation of their child for an academically or intellectually gifted program, or for 
identification as a child with a disability, as provided in Article 9 of this Chapter. 
(5) The right to inspect and purchase public school unit textbooks and other supplementary instructional 
materials, as provided in Part 3 of Article 8 of this Chapter. 
(6) The right to access information relating to the unit's policies for promotion or retention, including high 
school graduation requirements. 
(7) The right to receive student report cards on a regular basis that clearly depict and grade the student's 
academic performance in each class or course, the student's conduct, and the student's attendance. 
(8) The right to access information relating to the State public education system, State standards, report card 
requirements, attendance requirements, and textbook requirements. 
(9) The right to participate in parent-teacher organizations. 
(10) The right to opt in to certain data collection for their child, as provided in Part 5 of this Article and Article 
29 of this Chapter. 
(11) The right for students to participate in protected student information surveys only with parental consent, 
as provided in Part 5 of this Article. 
(12) The right to review all available records of materials their child has borrowed from a school library.
Public school units shall (i) allow parents to exercise these rights and (ii) make the rights contained in this 
section available to parents electronically or by displaying the information on the website of the public school 
unit.

In the section that follows, specific questions are answered to promote understanding and provide open 
communication with parents and families.
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What are the rigorous academic programs available 
to my child? How can I learn more about them?

Advanced-level Davidson County Schools students 
are often provided the following services:
• Differentiated curriculum and instruction with 

flexible student groups;
• Accelerated opportunities;
• Enrichment experiences, which may be during 

the school day or beyond, and may be within the 
regular calendar year or may include summer 
opportunities; and

• Other opportunities for extension of content 
standards.

Below is a list of programs that contain more 
rigorous content:

AIG Program:
Advanced-level students may be served by the AIG 
program. Student placement information guides all 
decisions.  The goal of the Davidson County 
Schools Academically/Intellectually Gifted Program 
is to provide a challenging and rigorous educational 
experience for advanced level students. Gifted 
Education will be integrated into the total school 
community by actively involving educators, students, 
parents and the community in extending and 
enriching the learning opportunities of advanced 
learners. The DCS AIG Department provides AIG 
Specialist support at each school. The program is 
structured around the NC State AIG Program 
Standards: Identification
• Differentiated Curriculum
• Professional Development
• Comprehensive School-wide Programming
• Ongoing Program Accountability.  
The current DCS AIG plan provides more detail 
regarding this program. Services for AIG students 
may be provided by AIG personnel or within the 
regular classroom by teachers trained to meet the 
needs of gifted students.

Honors Level Courses:
In Davidson County Schools, students have access 
to a variety of honors level courses in high school.
These courses are available in the High School 
Program Planning Guide. Honors level courses 
typically have a faster pace than standard level 
courses. They offer additional rigor, complexity and 
creativity than standard level courses.

Parents Guide To Student Achievement
Based on Parents’ Bill of Rights – SB 49; Session Law 2023-106

https://1.cdn.edl.io/46mQGcl33kbar7cbfQs3nVEapS7YNwoVQtWSsx4Xhv33f5HX.pdf
https://www.davidson.k12.nc.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=799867&type=d&pREC_ID=1189239
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How can my child be promoted to the next grade 
level?

Grades K-2
Math:  Students need to demonstrate proficiency on 
the DPI Math K-2 Summative and on the K-2 Report 
Card
Literacy:  Students need to meet state benchmark 
by the end of the year using the state ongoing 
reading assessment and demonstrate proficiency 
on the K-2 Report Card

Grades 3-5
Math and Reading:  Students must receive a final 
grade of 60 or higher on the 10-point grading scale

Students must also adhere to attendance policy and 
are at-risk of retention if the student misses more 
than 16 days in a school year.

What is my child learning at school? 
How can a parent review these materials?

A successful educational program depends on 
innovation at the individual school level. The DCS 
Board of Education is committed to allowing 
administrators at individual schools to develop and 
implement plans necessary to ensure the 
educational success of their students.  The board 
will provide an educational program that offers 
students the opportunity to receive a sound basic 
education. 

The program will meet statewide instructional 
standards as prescribed by the State Board of 
Education.  Every school follows a Standard Course 
of Study developed by the North Carolina 
Department of Public instruction (NCDPI).  These 
standards outline the knowledge and skills that 
students are expected to master by the end of each 
course.  The NCDPI Office of Academic Standards 
website contains the standards for various subjects, 
such as 

• Arts and Music Education
• English Language Arts
• English Language Development
• Mathematics
• Science
• Social Studies
• Physical Education

Continued:
What services are available for parents and their 
children?

Student Counseling Services
Individual & group counseling is provided to 
students as needed by school counselors and the 
school social worker. Referrals are made to 
outside agencies when it appears students are in 
need of ongoing services.

Access a comprehensive list of links to community 
services here.

Student Accident insurance information can be 
located at this link:  Student Insurance

Before and/or after school tutoring and remediation 
services are offered at certain schools. Parents 
can contact their child’s school to obtain 
information about these services.

What are opportunities for parents to participate 
with school

Parents are partners in the education of their 
children.  Parents are encouraged to attend Open 
House and Meet the Teacher nights, sporting 
events, fine arts opportunities, and other events at 
the school.  Parents can participate in parent 
teacher organizations as well.

Davidson County Schools has established a 
comprehensive Parent Involvement policy (6.39.1) 
promoting effective communication between 
schools and parents, outlined in the Parental 
Involvement Policy, and Title I Parent and Family 
Engagement at Title I Schools.  More information 
about Title I is located in the DCS board policy Title 
I Parent and Family Engagement (7.8)

NCDPI-developed parent guides offer suggestions 
for building strong relationships with your child’s 
teacher and supporting communication
between home and school, including guides such 

as "Building Strong Relationships with Your Child’s 
Teacher" and "How You Can Use Questions to 
Support Your Child’s Learning"
from the NC Rethink Education Program.

https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/academic-standards
https://drive.google.com/file/d/154S7tlibnHLuT5_ljiu40wdCwLSMZcFJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/154S7tlibnHLuT5_ljiu40wdCwLSMZcFJ/view?usp=sharing
https://4.files.edl.io/68ef/07/31/24/115511-dfaf6b7d-a4fa-4ed8-a8e7-d36c47919d83.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sEqw7PNoRqvL3XCfLIJlbUEBRAjXYr0W/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sEqw7PNoRqvL3XCfLIJlbUEBRAjXYr0W/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sEqw7PNoRqvL3XCfLIJlbUEBRAjXYr0W/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x-cvVc4KENQtbWHYsxpT0T5WFSPJQgjG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x-cvVc4KENQtbWHYsxpT0T5WFSPJQgjG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1x-cvVc4KENQtbWHYsxpT0T5WFSPJQgjG/view?usp=sharing
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/rethink-education-building-strong-relationships-your-childs-teacher/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/rethink-education-building-strong-relationships-your-childs-teacher/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/rethink-education-building-strong-relationships-your-childs-teacher/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/rethink-education-building-strong-relationships-your-childs-teacher/download?attachment
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/rethink-education-how-you-can-use-questions-support-your-childs-learning-guide/download?attachment
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Continued:
What services are available for parents and their 
children?

• to provide health services in a manner that 
reinforces the objectives of the healthful living 
education curriculum;

• to work cooperatively with other governmental 
agencies and professional associations interested 
and involved in the health of students;

• to use up-to-date research findings to develop 
and provide health services to students;

• to meet all legal obligations; and
• to provide courteous service to students and 

parents.

College/Career Planning:
Counselors are accessible in all Davidson County 
high schools to assist students in planning their path 
to college and careers.
• Explore career interests
• Explore college options
• Locate scholarships and internship opportunities
• Upload transcripts for the college application 

process
We coordinate with the College Foundation of NC, 
who provides a college planning workshop at our 
high schools, including information about applying 
for college and how to apply for the FAFSA. In 
addition, schools host a FAFSA night, as well as a 
Community College for a College & Career Promise 
(CCP) and Career & Technical Education (CTE) 
night. 

Academic Advisement
Our traditional high schools have a 9th grade 
curriculum night and counselors set up meetings 
with students for academic advising. Rising 9th 
grade students develop four year plans to help guide 
their high school career through the support of 
counselors and Career & Technical
Education (CTE staff). Throughout the year, high 
counselors also meet with students to work with 
them on academic questions, schedules and future 
plans. High school websites do have course 
information and scholarship information throughout 
the year. Early College and Valley Academy each 
have a personalized admissions procedure, which 
includes academic advising. Interested students 
should contact the counselor at their current middle 
or high school.

Continued:
What is my child learning at school? How can a 
parent review these materials?

Local districts, schools, and teachers have the 
autonomy to decide the instructional methods for 
these standards, including curriculum, 
supplementary materials, books, and other 
resources.  The Department of Curriculum and 
Instruction of  Davidson County Schools supports 
schools as they rigorously challenge all students to 
achieve their academic potential.  

Curriculum and Instruction supports evidence-
based instructional practices and strategies for 
differentiated, innovative, and effective teaching 
and learning based on the State-adopted standards 
in support of a balanced curriculum for the whole 
child.  Teachers utilize materials aligned with best 
practices are supported by the district in the 
following ways: 

• Providing targeted professional development
• Supporting and facilitating PLC teams
• Building relationships and ensuring rigor and 

relevance within instruction
• Creating partnerships with schools
• Modeling research-based pedagogical practices 

and resources
• Promoting the belief that all students can learn 

and advocating for students
• Facilitating the use of data to drive instruction
• Providing social and emotional supports to 

students
• Providing a common instructional framework
• Supporting school administrators

According to DCS school board policy 7.5 Selection 
of Instructional Materials, parents may review all 
instructional materials. Instructional materials do not 
include academic tests or assessments. Parents 
who would like to inspect and review instructional 
materials should make a request in writing to the 
principal. The principal shall schedule a mutually 
agreeable date and time for the parent to come into 
the school to review the materials. All efforts should 
be made to schedule the time as soon as possible 
but no later than 10 business days from the date of 
the request. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DLkgihTMRxpQyHF0GYHvE_jeFDXWwSaP/view
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Continued:
What is my child learning at school? How can a 
parent review these materials?

All materials used in reproductive health and safety 
education shall be available for review at any time.  
The family life curriculum can be accessed via the 
DCS website. 

A copy of all objectives and materials will be 
available for review in the media center of each 
school where these subjects will be taught.  The 
principal or designee shall also notify parents of the 
right to withhold or withdraw consent for their child’s 
participation in all reproductive health and safety 
education instruction. 

Davidson County Schools gives parents the 
opportunity to withdraw their child from this 
instruction and instead receive an alternative health 
assignment, in an appropriate learning environment 
during this instructional time, and without any 
repercussions or negativity from staff.  For more 
information, see DCS School Board Policy 7.7 
Comprehensive Health Education.

Following DCS procedures, principals will furnish 
parents with physical or digital versions of specific 
supplementary instructional materials for 
examination at home. However, for most 
copyrighted materials, access for inspection may be 
limited to in-person viewing. Typically, requests to 
inspect school library materials will be 
accommodated by notifying parents of designated 
hours for browsing the library collection. You can 
find each school's library catalog online at Destiny 
Discover.  A Request for Consideration of Digital 
Instructional Materials is located at the following 
link.   For more information regarding inspection of 
and objection to instructional materials, reference 
DCS Board Policy 7.5.1 Parental Inspection of and 
Objection to Instructional Materials. 

How can a parent strengthen communication with 
the school/teacher?

The DCS board recognizes the critical role of 
parents in the education of their children and in the 
schools. The board directs school administrators to 
develop programs that will promote and support 
parental involvement in student learning and 
achievement at school and at home and 
encourage successful progress toward graduation. 
Each parent is encouraged to learn about the 
educational program, the educational goals and 
objectives of the school system, and his or her own 
child’s progress. 

The board also encourages parents to participate 
in their children’s education and in activities 
designed by school personnel to involve them, 
such as parent conferences, in order to foster 
effective teacher and parent communication. 
Parents are responsible for cooperating with 
school employees to facilitate their children’s 
compliance with board policies concerning 
homework, school attendance, and behavior.

The Davidson County School District 
Communications Department serves as the 
connection between the school system, parents, 
students, staff, and our community at large.  The 
Communications Department is responsible for 
directing and managing all district communications.  
The Communications Department promotes 
district, school and student successes, builds 
parent and community support, and strengthens 
public confidence in the district as a whole.

A comprehensive list of resources for 
strengthening school to home communications is 
located at the following link.

What services are available for parents and their 
children?

Student Health Services
The board recognizes the link between student 
health and learning. The goals of student health
services are:
• to encourage the physical well-being of all 

students;
• to integrate health-related services provided in 

the school setting, including those provided by 
counselors and health specialists.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FtBpD1hjmPWIGZHOG5fE-9yNvKRKRckx/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FtBpD1hjmPWIGZHOG5fE-9yNvKRKRckx/view
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/26091
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wJAhqmYA_4zopdecY4cRaQLrqY-7RyJgrDIUiW8lBDA/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tz8WkeMnhBCYaMlzqZ14hotJJkH0WW7N/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tz8WkeMnhBCYaMlzqZ14hotJJkH0WW7N/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tz8WkeMnhBCYaMlzqZ14hotJJkH0WW7N/view
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/districts-schools-support/office-virtual-instruction-services/rethink-education/rethink-education-resources-parents-and-guardians
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Continued:
How can a parent help their child develop 
citizenship, social skills and respect for others?

By incorporating these elements into your parenting 
approach, you can contribute to the development of 
your child's citizenship, social skills, and respect for 
others. Consistency, open communication, and 
leading by example are key components of this 
process.  Parents can model high expectations and 
mutual respect for each other as students learn to 
be productive citizens who interact well with others.  
Students will attend school with students who may 
have differing opinions, but it is imperative that, 
although we may not always agree, we can still 
treat one another with respect.  

Students learn about citizenship in their social 
studies courses and are taught to apply those skills 
in their everyday lives.  Lifelong learning and the 
importance of being  actively involved in the 
community are stressed in the total school 
curriculum.

Davidson County Schools utilizes the Character 
Strong curriculum to teach and reinforce 
responsibility, increase social and emotional skills, 
and character development.  Character Strong is a 
multi-tiered approach to support whole child 
success.

The North Carolina Portrait of a Graduate defines 
durable skills that students need to be able to use 
prior to graduation.

How will a parent learn about my child’s progress 
in school or with a class?

Davidson County Schools communicates students' 
progress through various channels, including 
quarterly report cards, progress reports, and 
feedback on assignments/tests. Quarterly report 
cards detailing grades and attendance are 
distributed, with specific quarter-end dates outlined 
in the school calendar.  Direct communication with 
the teacher(s) via email, phone, or in person is 
always best.  Parents can review up-to-date 
information about grades and assignments through 
the student information system (SIS).   Parents can 
access attendance, grades, and testing information 
through the student information system (SIS). For 
assistance with access, parents can contact the 
school data manager.

The DCS board believes that an effective testing 
and assessment program evaluates the progress of 
individual students and helps ensure that 
educational goals and objectives are being met for 
every child. A testing program also assists in the 
continued refinement of the instructional program. In 
addition, data from tests and assessments provide 
measures of student learning that are useful for 
evaluating educator effectiveness.  Every effort will 
be made to ensure that the testing program 
contributes to the learning process rather than 
detracts from it. Efforts also will be made to use only 
culture-free or culture-fair tests in order to ensure 
that measurements are reasonably accurate. For 
more information, parents can review the DCS 
School Board 7.2 Testing and Assessment Program.

What are the qualifications of my child’s 
teachers?

Only teachers who hold or those who are eligible to 
hold an appropriate license in the field of an existing 
vacancy are to be considered initially as candidates 
for employment.  All professional employees in 
public schools must hold a professional educator's 
license for the subject or grade level they teach or 
for the professional education assignment that they 
hold.  The standard basis for professional educator's 
licensure is the completion of either: 
a) state approved educator preparation program 
(EPP) or 
b) a state approved alternative route to professional 
educator's licensure

https://characterstrong.com/
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/documents/statesuperintendent/portrait-graduate/open
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N1LixK74b6eND5UiSpPRia6qBuGgF8-O/view?usp=sharing
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What are the qualifications of my child’s teachers? Parents may verify their child’s teacher licensure 
status at this website. 

Please note this site does not provide personal 
information about teachers.
Parents/guardians are encouraged to contact their 
child’s principal if they have additional
questions about teacher qualifications.

In Title I schools, a staff qualifications letter is a 
federal requirement for Title I schools, and is sent 
at the beginning of the school year regarding 
parents' rights to request and be
provided with the information regarding the 
qualifications of their child’s classroom teacher and 
paraprofessionals. This letter is a federal 
requirement for Title I schools.
The letter includes:

• Whether the teacher has met the state 
qualifications for the grade levels and subject 
areas in which the teacher provides instruction;

• Whether the teacher is teaching under an 
emergency or other provisional status through 
which the state qualifications have been waived;

• What baccalaureate degrees have been earned 
by the teacher, along with the field

• of study and any other certifications;
• Whether your child is provided services by 

paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications; 
and

• Whether your child has received four weeks or 
more of instruction by a non highly-qualified 
teacher.  Please contact the office of Human 
Resources with any questions you may have 
regarding an educator’s licensure status. 

What are the requirements for school enrollment? 
What are the immunizations needed or 
recommended for children?

Enrollment
State admissions requirements are based on North 
Carolina law.  Requirements for enrollment in 
Davidson County Schools can be found on the 
DCS website under School Board Policy 6.1 
Student Admissions, 6.1.1 School Assignments and 
Student Residence Requirements. 

Continued:
How can a parent help their child develop 
citizenship, social skills and respect for others?

Problem-Solving Skills:
• Help your child develop problem-solving skills to 

resolve conflicts peacefully.
• Encourage them to think critically about 

solutions and consider the consequences of 
their actions.

• Model effective conflict resolution in your own 
relationships.

Digital Citizenship:
• Educate your child about responsible internet 

use and online etiquette.
• Discuss the impact of cyberbullying and the 

importance of treating 
others with respect online.

• Set guidelines for screen time and monitor their 
online activities.

o Visit the DCS Digital Citizenship website for 
more information and a Parent Resource Guide
for more information

Community Involvement:
• Engage in community service projects as a 

family.
• Support local organizations and charities 

together.
• Help your child understand their role in 

contributing to the well-being of the community.

Encourage Leadership:
• Foster leadership skills by involving your child in 

group activities or clubs.
• Support their involvement in school or 

community leadership roles.
• Teach them to lead with integrity and a sense of 

responsibility.
Reflect and Reinforce:
• Regularly reflect on experiences and discuss 

the lessons learned.
• Provide positive reinforcement for acts of 

kindness, empathy, and good citizenship.
• Adjust your approach based on your child's 

individual needs and developmental stage.

https://vo.licensure.ncpublicschools.gov/datamart/loginNCDPI.do
https://ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_115C/GS_115C-364.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10KfckOuucXDVnU2SVrf6fkcvVDkxfgF1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10KfckOuucXDVnU2SVrf6fkcvVDkxfgF1/view
https://sites.google.com/davidson.k12.nc.us/thriving-in-a-digital-world/home
https://sites.google.com/davidson.k12.nc.us/thriving-in-a-digital-world/resources?authuser=0
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How can a parent help their child develop 
citizenship, social skills and respect for others?

Designing a process to strengthen a child's 
citizenship, social skills, and respect for others 
involves
incorporating various elements into their upbringing. 
A comprehensive plan parents can follow:

Lead by Example:
• Demonstrate positive citizenship by engaging in 

community service or volunteering.
• Exhibit respectful behavior towards others, 

including neighbors, friends, and strangers.
• Share stories of your experiences that highlight 

the importance of empathy and social 
responsibility.

Open Communication:
• Establish an open and honest line of 

communication with your child.
• Encourage them to express their thoughts and 

feelings without fear of judgment.
• Discuss current events, social issues, and ethical 

dilemmas to promote critical thinking.

Civic Engagement:
• Involve your child in age-appropriate civic 

activities, such as local community events or 
clean-up initiatives.

• Attend town hall meetings or community 
gatherings together to instill a sense of civic 
responsibility.

• Discuss the importance of voting and staying 
informed about local and global issues.

Teach Empathy:
• Encourage your child to consider others' 

perspectives and feelings. Engage in activities 
that promote empathy, such as volunteering at a 
local shelter or visiting elderly neighbors.

• Discuss real-life scenarios to help them 
understand the impact of their actions on others.

Respect for Diversity:
• Celebrate diversity within your family and 

community.
• Introduce your child to different cultures, 

traditions, and customs.
• Teach them the importance of respecting 

differences and embracing diversity.

Continued:
What are the requirements for school enrollment? 
What are the immunizations needed or 
recommended for children?

An FAQ document for parents can help provide 
assistance with enrollment questions.  the 
McKinney-Vento Act includes the following 
provisions specifically for unaccompanied youth:

• Unaccompanied homeless youth shall be 
immediately enrolled without proof of 
guardianship.

• During a dispute over school selection or 
enrollment, unaccompanied homeless youth 
shall receive a written statement explaining the 
school’s decision, the youth’s right to appeal the 
decision, and a referral to the local liaison.

Local Liaisons shall assist unaccompanied 
homeless youth in:

• Selecting a school of attendance and enrolling in 
school.

• Requesting transportation to and from the 
school of origin.

• Enrolling in school immediately while disputes 
are resolved.

More information regarding unaccompanied 
homeless youth can be found at the National 
Center for Homeless Education. 

Immunizations
The DCS Board of Education requires all students 
to meet the eligibility requirements for school 
admission established by the State and the board, 
including immunization and health assessments. 
The principal or designee shall maintain on file 
immunization and health assessment records for 
all students, and these records may be inspected 
by officials of the county or state health 
departments in accordance with state
and federal law. Each school principal shall file 
required reports with the Department of Health and 
Human Services and the Department of Public 
Instruction.  Health requirements for immunizations 
can be located on the DCS website under school 
board policy 6.1.3 Immunization and Health 
Requirements for School Admission . Additionally 
the NC Immunization Requirements document 
outlines the specific details.

https://4.files.edl.io/3c6a/07/18/19/193358-db6da293-15cf-4682-80e7-147150bafc95.pdf
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/parentbrochure_eng.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BmSnhluIIhEfXopco1l4XGNP7kSalcKa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BmSnhluIIhEfXopco1l4XGNP7kSalcKa/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BmSnhluIIhEfXopco1l4XGNP7kSalcKa/view
https://4.files.edl.io/9697/01/28/20/160358-c69116c1-7cb6-4572-bafc-48ee581b8bba.pdf
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How can a parent help their child learn and 
make progress?

The primary mission of Davidson County Schools is 
to ensure that students receive the best education 
possible. The goal of our team of dedicated 
professionals is to work closely with families to see 
that this mission is accomplished.  We encourage 
parents to visit their child's school and meet with 
our team of teachers, administrators, and staff who 
are there to help. 

An evaluation system of students' academic 
performance is necessary to help ensure that all 
students are succeeding within the framework of 
the educational goals and objectives of the board. 
The board believes that the formal issuance of 
student evaluations on a regular basis promotes 
continuous assessment of a student’s 
performance, informs the student and the student’s 
parents or guardians about the student’s 
performance and progress, and provides a system 
of notice which allows intervention strategies to be 
implemented if necessary to improve the student’s 
performance. The board encourages teachers and 
principals to pursue innovative methods of 
evaluating progress.

The superintendent or designee shall establish an 
evaluation system for assessing an individual 
student’s academic achievement and progress 
relative to benchmarks set for students at that 
instructional level. The evaluation system should 
provide for regular communication with parents so 
that they may be informed and involved in their 
child’s education.  Teachers shall evaluate student 
performance and keep accurate records in order to 
substantiate a grade or assessment given in a 
course.

We understand that parents are their child's first 
teacher, and we need a strong cooperative 
partnership between families and the school team 
to ensure that students reach their ultimate 
potential. Active involvement in student education 
is crucial for their learning journey. Below are some 
ways that parents can help their child learn and 
make progress:

Continued:
How can a parent help their child learn and 
make progress?

• Regularly ask your child about their school day, 
discussing the topics and assignments they are 
currently working on.  

• Connect with their teacher(s) to gain insights 
into his/her progress and inquire about ways to 
support his/her learning. 

• Attend various school events to stay connected 
and learn more about how to assist your child.

• Create a dedicated space at home for 
homework and studying, if possible, and 
encourage a reading culture by modeling 
reading behavior. Discuss your child's progress 
and efforts, being an engaged participant in their 
education. 

• Maintain open communication with your child's 
teacher and keep a diverse range of texts at 
home to encourage reading at different levels.

• Utilize local resources such as homework 
assistance and refer to parent guides for 
academic standards. 

• Utilize state resources such as the NCDPI 
Parent’s Corner website

Feel free to ask for a conference with your child's 
teacher(s), counselors, or principal at any time.  
Parents can help by keeping the lines of 
communication open with both their child and 
his/her teachers.  It is best to be involved from the 
beginning and not wait until an issue arises.  

Teachers are expected to update grades weekly, 
and parents can stay informed by accessing the 
Student Information System (SIS).  It is also very 
important that parents are aware of and 
understand the attendance policy.  

Parents are encouraged to visit the school and 
district websites frequently and listen to messages 
sent via School Messenger, the tool we use for 
sending weekly and emergency messages via 
phone.  Parents can also opt in for SMS text alerts
from Davidson County Schools. 

The following DCS board policies are helpful in 
understanding the importance of monitoring and 
celebrating student progress:
6.8.1  Students at Risk of Academic Failure
6.8.3  Recognizing Excellence

https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/10-questions-to-ask-your-child-about-his-day-school.html
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/students-families/parents-corner
https://www.davidson.k12.nc.us/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=800616&type=d&pREC_ID=1190209
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fp6jZTrL7iyOFXUrXqjVQ5eXNQykvMMu/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0ByqJm1LeHMGxLTltM2FraXBtOEk/view?resourcekey=0-xwAK_ZfV_iMTZ3TJHLTo3w
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