Notes from the Lowell Community Relations Council Meeting
Prepared by Lowell School
April 9, 2024, 6:30 pm

By Zoom call

In Attendance
o Chris Ginter (Lowell) o Cynthiana Lightfoot
o Sharon Giles o Ed Atkins

o Columbus Giles

Old Business
o No advancements have been pursued on the Fraser site.

Lowell Update
o Regarding Lowell’s on-campus programs:

o Lowell recently completed a successful admissions season.

= 330 students are enrolled at Lowell for the 2024-2025 school year.

» Lowell's will graduate 30 8t grade students in June, all of whom have been
successfully placed for high school.

o Lowell’s musicians gave a series of very well regarded concerts and recitals in January, a
culmination of their work throughout the fall. Our after school music program has been
growing over the past few years, with individual lessons, group lessons, ensembles, bands,
and musical theater all offered.

o Inthe classroom, our curricula are integrated. Some examples:

» Kindergarten and first grade integrated art with social studies through an art and
Activism unit culminating with a visit to the Portrait Gallery.

= Second grade integrated art with math, design, Spanish, and technology by taking
part in the “City by Design” program at the National Building Museum

* Fourth grade integrated art and social studies, culminating with a visit to the
National Gallery of Art to experience an exhibit called “The Land Carries Our
Ancestors: Contemporary Art by Native Americans”

o Lowell fielded 7 basketball teams during the winter. Our MS “A” teams finished 2nd and 3rd
in our conference.

o Spring athletics have begun.

= Demand for track and field is so high that we struggle to field baseball or girl’s
lacrosse teams.

» Track and field participated in their first meet yesterday. Our athletes currently lead
all DC athletes in seven different events. One of our team graduates, now a high
school senior, is currently in the top 10 nationally in the long jump.

o STEAMFest was held on 3/16. A fantastic weather day and great food only enhanced the
wonderful exhibits by our students, parents, and guests.

o Middle School students will soon be departing for their capstone field trips

= 6th grade will visit the Eastern Shore to study the Chesapeake Bay and its people,
culture, and history.

= 7thgrade will visit the American South to further their social justice work and study
the civil rights movement.

= 8th grade will travel to Costa Rica to deepen their study of cultures and Spanish.

Traffic/Neighborhood Agreement
o Lowell is hiring a Director of Safety and Security and a Director of Facilities.



o Lowell acknowledged its increasing challenge finding legally authorized traffic control
officers to be positioned at its entrance/exit during car line times and reiterated its
commitment to finding new resources for handling this responsibility.

New Business

Sk kK ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk ok ok ok sk sk ok sk sk ok sk sk sk ok sk sk ok

Upcoming dates of interest

o Fundraising Fete April 20

o Social Justice Day march April 26

o Lastday of school June 6

o Graduation June 7

o Summer camp session 1 begins June 17

o Summer camp session 2 begins July 8

o Summer mini-camp session begins July 29

o Employees begin return to campus August 19

o Firstday of 24-25 school year September 3
o Fall athletics begins September 9

Upcoming meeting dates
July 9, 2024
October 8, 2024
January 14, 2025
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