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Montgomery and Rocky Hill Chronology

This booklet was created to aid Social Studies teachers in their efforts to teach
about the history of their students’ community, both far back in time and more recent.
Organization is by year because most often the order of events is the most difficult aspect
of history for young people to grasp. Also, an attempt has been made to select specific
occurances, tied to specific dates, as a means of tracin g the course of the development of
Montgomery and Rocky Hill.

The entries begin with the 1600’s, when the Lenape people inhabited the region,
and extend to the year 1981, when the Johnson and Johnson Corporation built its facility
on Route 601 in Skillman. Events after 1981 were considered too recent to need
explanation or too controversial to explore at this time. An entry about the development
of the Pike Run community in the 1990’s was rejected for these reasons.

In selecting the entries an effort was made to focus on items that were in some
way unique to Montgomery or Rocky Hill. Obviously, events like the Civil War or
World War II hold an enormous importance in our history. But this community was so
similar to many others in its response to and involvement in these events that the belief
was that any social history narrative or geneology would do the job of telling these kinds
of stories just as well or better.

Names of specific roads, villages and areas are used whenever possible. Also, the
names of people who in some way affected the course of events in the community are
often given. This specificity anchors the material to Montgomery and Rocky Hill, New
Jersey.

Finally, it is hoped that material in this work about common people, the poor and
slaves might offset the recurring emphasis in local history documentation on the upper
levels of society. Montgomery and Rocky Hill have always had a population that was
diverse in many ways, and a telling of this community’s history should be inclusive.

This chronology is a work-in-progress. Forthcoming versions will have footnotes
and an index to aid teachers and students in their study of the township’s past.
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--Montgomery and Rocky Hill Chronology--

1600°s: Lenape Indians
1664: The English capture New Netherlands from the Dutch
1683: Henry Greenland settles by the Millstone River

1702: Early settlement

1727: The Dutch Church congregation organizes

1744: The Great Road laid out

1752: Dirck Gulick House

1772: First local government meeting

1777: The Battle of Princeton

1778: Washington and army traverse Western Precinct en route to Battle of Monmouth
1783: George Washington at Rockingham

1798: Western Precinct becomes Montgomery Township

1822: Georgetown-Franklin Turnpike built

1825: Montgomery/Hillsborough Poorfarm established

1830: Blawenburg Dutch Reform Church built

1834: Construction of the Delaware and Raritan Canal

1838: The southern part of Montgomery becomes part of Princeton Township
1850: Stout’s Tavern in Rocky Hill

1852: The last slave in Montgomery Township

1864: A railroad spur line built to Rocky Hill

1876: Delaware and Bound Brook Railroad built through Montgomery Township
1879: G.AR. Encampment of Civil War Veterans at Skillman

1880°s: Peach growing industry boom .

1890: Rocky Hill becomes an independent borough

1898: New Jersey State Village for Epileptics opens

1899: Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church built on Hollow Road

1902: Rocky Hill Fire Department organized

1903: Hillsborough and Montgomery Telephone Company begins service
1905: Electricity to comes to Rocky Hill
'1908: St. James Catholic Church built to serve Irish and Italian population
1920°s: Prohibition and bootleggers in Montgomery

1925: Montgomery Township has 100 dairy farms

1932: Lindbergh baby kidnapped

1961: 3M Corporation opens on Sourtand Mountain

1969: Montgomery High School opens
. 1974: Mary Jacobs Library built
1981: johnson and Johnson Corporation comes to Montgomery
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1600’s: Lenape Indians

The native people who lived in
New Jersey were called the Delaware
Indians by the Europeans, but they
called themselves the Lenape. Those
who lived south of the Raritan River
were the Unami Lenape, and the Unami
who occupied what later became known
as Montgomery were called the
Sanhican tribe.

The Lenape had lived in New
Jersey and surrounding areas for at least
a thousand years. They lived a semi-
nomadic life-style, moving from one
established village to another based on
the seasons and the abundance of plant
and wildlife. They sowed some crops,
but also hunted and gathered food. They
were a peaceful people. They had a
matrilineal society and did not have
“chiefs” as the term is usually used when
applied to Indians. The Lenape lived in
small bark-covered dwellings called
“long houses.”

Because they traveled so much,
their trails became well-established
routes. Two major roads in the
Montgomery Township area follow old
Lenape trails. They are the
Wissamonson Path, which is today
called Route 518; and the Assinpink
Trail, today calied Route 27. The
Sanhican village of Minnepenasson was
located along the Wissamonson Path,
near the site of Hunt’s House on
Province Line Road. There is also
evidence of villages at Washington Well
and Rocky Hill. The Sanhicans used the
Millstone River, which they called the
“Mattawang,” meaning, “hard to travel”.

The Lenape were first described
to Europeans by the explorer Varrazano
in 1524, At that time there were as
many as 14,000 Lenape in New Jersey.
Soon after the English took over New

Amsterdam, they began purchasing land
from the natives. In the late seventeenth
century, William Penn and Peter
Sonmans did real estate business with
the Sanhicans. Some of their names’
which appear on old land deeds are
Caponokonickon, Sasakaman, Succolum
and Quanolam. John Harrison bought
the fand encompassing Rocky Hill from
a native named Nowencock in 1717.

By the mid-1700’s, the
population of Sanhicans in this area was
greatly reduced by small pox and alcohol
abuse. Many moved west. The Treaty
of Easton in 1758 gave them continued
rights to fish and hunt in unsettled
regions of New Jersey. They
relinquished these rights in 1832, when
European settlers paid the few remaining
Lenape $2,000 for them.

Today, most descendents of New
Jersey Lenape live in Oklahoma.

1664: The English
capture New Netherlands
from the Dutch

Henry Hudson laid claim on the
land today called New Jersey for the
Dutch East India Company in 1609.
Beginning in 1621, Duich settlers
arrived and began occupying New York,
Long Island, Staten Island and areas of
New Jersey just west of the Hudson
River.

There were several violent
struggles with the Lenape but ultimately
peace was made between the Dutch and
the Indians. Starting around 1640 the
Dutch began bringing slaves to New
Netherland, as they called it. Peter



Stuyvesant became its leader in 1647
and the colony prospered.

However, in 1664 an English
fleet of warships sailed into New
Amsterdam harbor and the Dutch
surrendered the colony. The English
allowed some accommodations to the
Dutch, and the conquered people kept
their language and customs. The Dutch
also continued allegiance to their church,
which became known as the Dutch
Reformed Church in America.

Soon, because of dissatisfaction
with their English rulers and the
availability of lands for settlement
further west, descendents of the earliest
Dutch settlers began to move into central
New Jersey.

1683: Henry Greenland
settles by the Millstone
River

Henry Greenland was born in
England and immigrated to Newbury,
Massachusetts in 1662, He owned
property there but sold it and moved out
in 1665 after he was convicted of
slander.

By 1679 he was in New Jersey
living on the north side of the Raritan
River. At thattime he was a captain in
the military and also a “doctor of physic
and surgery.”

In 1683 he purchased about 400
acres on the Millstone River directly
from the Lenape. He built a tavern there
and settied, making him the first
European to live in the Princeton/
Montgomery area. The tavern was on
what was then called the Assinpink
Trail, an old Lenape trail. The building

still stands today at 1082 Kingston-
Princeton Road, just south of Kingston.

Nearby, there was a footbridge
over the Millstone River. Greenland
kept hogs and was accused in 1686 of
stealing hogs from the Lenape. Running
through his property was a brook which
was called Henry Greenland’s Brook,
then just Henry’s Brook and today called
Harry’s Brook.

In 1686 an historic agreement
was signed by various Proprietary
officials at his tavern, authorizing a
dividing line to be drawn between East
and West Jersey.

Henry Greenland died in 1695.

1702: Early settlement

In 1702, often cited as the
founding year for Montgomery
Township, a group of six Dutchmen,
headed by Gerardus Beekman, made the
first purchases of property in the
southern part of the Somerset County, in
the area of today’s Montgomery
Township. The seller was the English
land proprietor Thomas Fart. The
property was four thousand acres just
south of today’s Township Line Road.

Then John Van Horne, a wealthy
New York merchant, bought 6,799 acres
in 1705 from Peter Sonmans, a notorious
land dealer and friend of English
administrator Lord Cornbury. This tract
consisted of the entire southern portion
of the township.

Sonmans sold another large tract
of land, nine thousand acres near
Sourland Mountain, to a group of
seventeen Dutchmen in 1710. This land
was divided into properties called Great
Lots. Nearby land on the mountain was
divided into Small Lots and each of




these went with a Great Lot. The Small
Lots provided a lumber supply for the
farms on the Great Lots below. Buyers
of these lots included Adrian Hooglant,
Wouten Van Pelt, Jacob Van Dyke and
Joseph Adriaense Hegeman. On later
maps this area was referred to as the
Harlingen Tract.

Initially, most of these buyers did
not live on their properties. Some had
tenants who prepared the way for the
large farms of later years. Slaves and
indentured servants were used to help
with the rugged work which included
clearing the forests, breaking ground,
planting crops and orchards, and
building shelters—usually tents or
dugouts.

On the edges of Montgomery,
two historic properties were settled very
early: in 1704 Jonathan Stout came from
Middletown, New Jersey, negotiated
with the Lenape, and settled on land
which later was the location of the
historic building known as Hunt’s
House. And the date for the mansion
known as Rockingham, just over the
Millstone River at Rocky Hill, is usually
given as 1710.

By 1735, many Dutch
landowners had begun to occupy and
farm their own lands in Montgomery.
At that time at least fifteen percent of the
population were slaves.

1716: Road built which
eventually became Route
518

The Lenape Indians had a trail
that followed a course similar to today’s
Route 518 from Hopewell into

Montgomery. It was called the
Wissamonson Path.

In 1705 John Van Horne
obtained much of the southern part of
today’s Montgomery Township. The
eastern half of his lands were bordered
to the north by a surveyed line which
comprises today’s Route 518. John Van
Horne gave the western half of his initial
purchase to his two brothers, Abraham
and Garret. The approximate course of
the old Wissamonson Path formed the
boundary between them.

A mill was operating in Rocky
Hill by 1716 and residents requested the
County Commissioners of the Highways
for a road to access this mill. The old
trail, which was also a property border,
was improved for this purpose.

By 1723 this road extended to
Marshall’s Corner, west of Hopewell. In
the other direction, in Franklin
Township, it met the King’s Highway, a
heavily traveled route from Trenton to
New Brunswick. The 1745 Dalley Map
shows the road going west out of Rocky
Hill labeled as “The Hopewell Road.”

This road was used during the
Revolution by George Washington and
his army of 6,000 soldiers as they
marched through Montgomery from
Hopewell on the morning of June 22,
1778. They were headed to battle with
the British at Monmouth.

After a bridge was built over the
Delaware in 1814, the road was
extended to Lambertville. It was
chartered by the NJ Legislature shortly
after as a toll road. Building was
complete by 1822 and it was named the
Georgetown-Franklin Turnpike.
(Lambertville was called Georgetown in
those days.) A number of villages along
the road began to flourish, including
Stoutsburg, Blawenburg and especially
Rocky Hill, because in 1834 the



Delaware and Raritan Canal intersected
the Turnpike near that village. A little
later there was a train station on the road
at Rocky Hill also. In 1841 the tolls
stopped being collected.

In the twentieth century the
Turnpike was well traveled. In 1902 the
section of it in Rocky Hill was renamed
Washington Street. Seven years later it
was paved. Route 206, which used some
older roadways combined with new
stretches, crossed the Georgetown-
Franklin Turnpike near Rocky Hill in
1927. This intersection is often jammed
with cars in the twenty-first century.

1727: The Dutch Church
congregation organizes

When the Great Lots were
divided to the east of Sourland
Mountain, 160 acres were set aside for a
church and parsonage farm. This land
was located near the current border
between Montgomery and Hillsborough,
on Route 206. The first church was
called “Kerk op de Milston”, or ‘Church
Over the Millstone”, to distinguish it
from the Dutch church on the other side
of the Millstone River at Six Mile Run.

A small wooden building was
erected and there were 7 members. They
were Gerbrand Peterse, Johannes
Koelbagh, Resolvert Waldron, Annetje
Bennet, Maria Cortsilius, Jannetje
Meyers and Jannetje Steinmetz. Soon
Theodore Jacobus Frelinghuysen was
made pastor, although he only came to
Kerk op de Milston on occasion since he
rode a circuit of churches which
included Raritan, Three Mile Run and
Six Mile Run.

The Dutch Church in America
underwent a split in the mid-1700’s
between the liberal Coetus faction,
which favored ordaining ministers in
America and localizing authority, and
the Conferentie faction which wished to
conserve the old ways. Fifteen Coetus
families, led by Frelinghuysen’s son
John, left Kerk op de Milston and
established a new Dutch church at
today’s Harlingen village. Land was
donated by the Van Dike family for the
new building. The old church’s
cemetery remained in use. The
Conferentie congregation gradually
diminished and the old church was
abandoned.

From 1762 to 1795 the Sourland
Church, as the new church was called,
was led by Johannes Martinus Van
Harlingen. Services continued to be
held in Dutch until just after his death.
Soon the church and village were named
after this beloved dominie.

The community was growing, so
a new larger church became necessary in
1804. The most prominent church
leader of this era was Peter Labagh, who
was pastor from 1809 to 1844. A fiftieth
anniversary celebration of the
Declaration of Independence was held at
this church in 1826, attended by some
1,000 people.

A third Dutch Reformed Church
was built on the same site in 1851. This
time the architect was Charles Steadman
of Princeton, who was paid $35.50 for
his design for a Greek Revival style
church. This building is still standing.
In 1872 an Italianate steeple was added.

The church was always the
center of community life. Most early
residents were of Dutch origin, so most
belonged to this church, or its offshoot in
Blawenburg. By the 1880°s it had
became the tradition to hold Harvest




Home celebrations at the church every
August. A grand banquet was always
given, and the Blawenburg Band gave an
annual performance.

In 1912 a tornado tore the steeple
off the church. It was replaced with the
one now atop the building. In 1926 a
Church Annex was built which for a
time was the largest meeting hall in the
township. The local YMCA sponsored
basketball there, and the Montgomery
Township School District held its annual
eighth grade commencement there each
spring.

The Harlingen Reformed Church
continues its active service to the
Montgomery community today.

1744: The Great Road
laid out

In 1739 John Blaw and his sons
Michael and Frederick settled on large
parcels of land in the southern part of
today’s Montgomery Township near
Bedens Brook. They moved there with
their families from New York.

Soon, Michael Blaw built a mill
on Bedens Brook to supply the needs of
the farms growing up in the area. He
requested government permission to
build a road south from his mill dam. It
was built in 1744 and later extended to
Princeton.

Later, the road was continued
north and ran between the Great Lot
properties. In 1752 Dirck Gulick built
his house on this road.

The place where it intersected the
road from Hopewell to Rocky Hill
(Route 518) was being called

Blawenburg by 1767 because so many
Blaws lived around there.

Several French immigrant
families, including the Tulanes, settled
along the Great Road where it crossed
Cherry Valley Road. This area was
called Cedar Grove or Cherry Valley.
Later there was a school and a church
there.

In modern times the road is
called Route 601, and it extends to Route
206 in Belle Mead.

1752: Dirck Gulick
House

One of the Dutchmen who
purchased land in the area later called
Montgomery Township was Dirck
Gulick, from Gravesend, Long Island.
Together with Hendrick Van der Bilt he
bought two of the Great Lots, about 740
acres, from Abraham Wendell in 1727.
This property is located across from the
intersection of today’s Route 601 and
Dutchtown-Harlingen Road.

Gulick was living in the area by
1733. He married Geerthe Reed and had
a child baptized in the local church. By
1744, Dirck’s brother Jochem had
bought adjacent land.

Both Gulicks built houses which
still stand today. Jochem’s is on the
northeast corner of Route 601 and
Dutchtown-Harlingen Road.

Dirck’s house, which has a stone
marker dated 1752, is across Route 518.
According to architectural historian
Ursula Brecknell, “the building
conforms to the Dutch construction of
the 18" century in its story-and-a-half
height, double room depth, and us¢ of
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heavy timber running from front to back
wall. What is rare is its use of stone for
building material.” After his death,
Dirck’s house passed to Hendrick
Gulick. Eventually the property was
divided and the house sold out of the
family. ‘

The Jochem Gulick house is
shown on a map which was drawn for
George Washington in 1779 by Raobert
Erskine. The area around the two Gulick
houses became a little village, called
either Unionville or Dutchtown,
eventually containing a blacksmith shop,
school and a cemetery.

By the late 1800°s the Dirck
Gulick house was owned by Alfred
Davis. Some adjustments were made to
the building including the addition of a
kitchen on the side, a porch and a
dormer window in the front.

The house is on the extreme
southeast corner of lands purchased in
the 1950’s by the 3M Company. Local
historians became interested in the
house, and by the nineteen seventies 3M
made it available to the Van Harlingen
Historical Society.

A study of the house, funded by
Somerset County, was made by the Holt
Morgan Russell firm, and restoration
was completed in 2003.

Today, 3M rents the house to the
Van Harlingen Historical Society for one
dollar per year. Ttis used for meetings
and to house the Society’s library and
archives.

1772: First local
government meeting

In 1688 Somerset County was
formed by the colonial authority. Later,
its southern half was divided into the
Eastern and Western Precincts, divided
by the Milistone River. The land area of
Montgomery and Hillsborough
comprised the Western Precinct. This
division took place around 1740.

About twenty years after that,
residents of the southern area of Western
Precinct (Montgomery Township today)
felt the need to separate themselves from
the northern half. They petitioned New
Jersey governor William Temple
Franklin for a patent. This was the son
of Benjamin Franklin. They wanted to
name their community Franklin
Township after him. This request was
not granted.

Finally the decision was made to
divide the Western Precinct. The
northern half took the name of the Prime
Minister of Britain at that time, Lord
Hillsborough. The southern half kept
the name Western Precinct. In 1771 a
petition was signed and submitted by 27
residents outlining the boundaries of the
area they wished to have designated.

They held their first meeting at
the house of William Jones in Rocky
Hill. It was Tuesday, March 2, 1772.
They elected Hendrick Vandike to be the
clerk. During this meeting various
responsibilities of local government
were discussed. The following positions
were determined;

Freeholders — William Stryker
Gisbert Lane
Assessor — Cornelius Tenbrook
Collector and Overseer of the Poor —
Thomas Skillman .




Surveyors of the Roads —
Derick Longstret
David Snowden

Also eleven “Overseers of the
Highways” were named. These men
would be responsibie for maintenance of
roads bordering their properties.

Finally, Joseph Stockton,
Chnistopher Hogeland Jr., John Vandike
and Derick Longstret were elected to
serve on a committee for settling “for
settling the Presinct business with
Hillsborough and to raise the poor
money”. This was the first Township
Committee.

1777: The Battle of
Princeton

The American Army, led by
General George Washington, crossed
New Jersey to the Pennsylvania side of
the Delaware in December, 1776. They
were pursued by the British Army, under
General Comwallis, which came south
from New Brunswick on the King’s
Highway, know as Route 27 today.
Also, 6,000 Hessian soldiers marched
south from Somerset Court House
(today, the village of Millstone). These
Hessians used a route which included
River Road along the Millstone River in
Western Precinct, today’s Montgomery
Township.

After Washington’s victory at
Trenton on December 26, most of the
British Army marched from Princeton to
Trenton to attack the Americans there.
Cornwallis left a small rear guard at

Pninceton, led by Lieutenant Colonel
Charies Mawhood. Mawhood’s men
had marched the night before from
Somerset Court House, using the same
route along the Millstone River that the
Hessians had used.

Meanwhile, Washington and the
Americans had secretly left Trenton and
used a roundabout route to get to
Princeton, passing through the area
where Quaker Bridge Mall is today.
Early in the morning of January 3™ they
met Mawhood’s British Regiments at the
Battle of Princeton near the Worth’s Mill
Bridge over Stony Brook.

The Americans were victorious.
It was said the thundering cannons could
be heard from Hollow Road in Western
Precinct.

In their retreat from the battle, it
is reported that some British soldiers ran
into the woods north of Worth’s Mill,
eventually trying to re-join the army.
Historian Harold Heins estimated that
more that 300 Redcoats came streaming
across Western Precinct after the Battle
of Princeton. The Updike family
tradition says that Samuel J. Updike, a
baby, was kidnapped by these stragglers
but “returned in exchange for food.”
One account says that eight British
soldiers were killed by the local militia
on the Great Road near Bedens Brook.

Others Redcoats came to the
farm of Peter Vandervere on River
Road: “After crossing the ice flows in
the river, they came to his house, hungry
and chilled. A pot of mush cooking on
the fire was rapidly consumed, the
soldiers explaining that they had had
only ‘hot bullets’ for breakfast. The
unwilling Vandervere was then made to
accompany them until they were well
out of danger. The exposure suffered on
the forced march led to his illness and
death later that year.” (Ursula Brecknell)
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At 11:00 AM, after a brief rest,
Washington and the Americans
continued their march north. By now,
British forces were coming back to
Princeton from Trenton in pursuit.
Washington ordered the bridge at
Kingston destroyed to slow down the
enemy. Then they turned and proceeded
north along the Millstone River, After
sighting British soldiers on the western
side of the river at Rocky Hill, the
Americans destroyed the bridge there
also and continued north. They reached
Somerset Court House and proceeded on
to their winter encampment at
Morristown.

1778: Washington and
army traverse Western
Precinct en route to
Battle of Monmouth

In June of 1778 the British army
left Philadelphia and headed across New
Jersey towards Perth Amboy and New
York City. At the same time the
American army of 6,000 men, led by
George Washington, left its encampment
at Valley Forge, crossed the Delaware at
Lambertville, and marched to Hopewell.

There they camped on the side of
the Sourland Mountain. Washington
made his headquarters at a house on
Province Line Road which he called
Hunt’s House because it was occupied at
that time by John Price Hunt.

A council of war was held at
Hunt’s House on June 24. Among the

attending generals were Lafayette,
Greene, Sterling, Steuben, Knox and
Charles Lee.

The following day the army
departed from Hopewell and marched
east on the Georgetown-Franklin Road
(today’s Route 518) through Western
Precinct. It was a hot day and the army
stopped where the road crosses Bedens
Brook. There they drank from a nearby
well on the Duryea property. Legend
says the army “drank the well dry”. The
place is called Washington’s Well today.

The army continued on through
Rocky Hill to Cranbury. Later, on June
28, they met the British near Freehold,
NIJ. The resulting Battle of Monmouth
resulted in a draw,

A similar legend states that
troops heading for Washington’s
Headquarters at Rocky Hill in 1783
stopped at Duryea’s well and again
drank it dry.,

1783: George
Washington at
Rockingham

The house known as
Rockingham was built around 1710 on
land on the east side of the Millstone
River near Rocky Hill. It was purchased
by John Berrien in 1735, who enlarged
the building.

In 1783, it became necessary for
the Continental Congress of the United
States to leave Philadelphia and re-
convene in Princeton. The American
Revolution was nearly over, and
Congress wanted George Washington
and his 300-soldier guard present.
Congress rented Rockingham for




Washington from the widow of John
Berrien.

George and Martha Washington
stayed at Rockingham from August 24 to
November 10 of 1783. It was a happy
time for the General. The battle of
Yorktown had been won and
independence for America had been
achieved. Washington went regularly to
Princeton, and he entertained at
Rockingham such guests as Alexander
Hamilton, Thomas Paine and James
Madison. John Van Horne, descendent
of early Rocky Hill settlers and a friend
of Washington, was also among the
visitors at Rockingham.

On October 31, 1783 news
arrived of the Treaty of Paris, formally
ending the Revolution. Washington
prepared a Farewell Address to the army
at Rockingham, which was a moving
tribute to all who had worked so hard for
the independence of America.

Mrs. Berrien sold Rockingham to
the Cruser family in 1804, and then the
house changed hands several more
times, until it became a historic site
through the efforts of Kate McFarlane of
Rocky Hill. In 1935 the house was
bought by the state of New Jersey.

A nearby quarry, today known as
Trap Rock, made it necessary to move
the house several times. Still standing
today off Laurel Avenue, it is among the
oldest houses in Somerset County.

1798: Western Precinct
becomes Montgomery
Township

When community leaders first
organized themselves in 1772, they were
still calling the area the Western
Precinct. Its boundaries were the same
as today with two exceptions: the village
of Rocky Hill was included, and the
southern part of the township extended
all the way to Nassau Street in Princeton.
The northern half of Princeton had been
in Western Precinct since 1714,

In 1798 the Legislature for the
State of New Jersey mandated that all
municipalities in the state be “re-
erected.” This was when the name
Western Precinct was changed to
Montgomery. At that time the Township -
Committee members were Robert
Stockton (chair), David Covenhoven,
Stephen Morford, William Covenhoven
and Henry Vandike. They met at the
house of William Jones.

Why was the name Montgomery
chosen? Many towns in the new nation
in that period of history were honoring
Revolutionary War heroes and the
Founding Fathers by using their names.
A resident of New York State, Richard
Montgomery was a soldier in the French
and Indian War, and became a general of
the American Army in the Revolution.

On December 31, 1775 he led an
attack, with Benedict Arnold, on Quebec
City. His heroic death in the fighting
there made him the first major officer to
die in the war.

There is no record of Richard
Montgomery having any specific
connection to the former Western
Precinct.



1825: Montgomery/
Hillsborough Poerfarm
established

Up until this time, poor people in
Montgomery Township were supported
by the community and lived at private
homes and farms. Each year the
Township Committee allocated money
to aid paupers, orphans and the disabled.

Starting in the 1820’s many
communities and counties in the
northeastern states began purchasing or
building poorhouses and poorfarms. The
numbers of poor were growing and there
was a new trend toward
institutionalization as a way of dealing
with paupers and the disabled.

William Cruser, James S. Green
and Dr. A.P. Hageman led the
movement in Montgomery to open a
poorfarm. The township teamed up with
Hillsborough and purchased a farm on
what is today known as Sunset Road in
Montgomery. This was the first major
operation attempted by the local
government. Until this time
maintenance of local roads was the
largest task facing the Township
Committee.

Two Overseers of the Poor were
the officials responsible for the
poorfarm. During the 88 years of the
poorfarm’s existence in Montgomery
some of the more prominent members of
the community took on this duty. These
included William Duryee, Peter
Voorhees, Cornelius Stryker, John H.
Schomp and John E. DeHart.

When it opened in 1825, the
poorfarm had fourteen resident paupers.
A steward (or superintendent) and his
wife ran the daily operations. The
husband would work the farm similar to
the way any family farm was run. If the

farm turned a profit, the money would
go back into the fund to support the
poor. The steward’s wife cooked and
cleaned for the residents.

Resident paupers who were able,
did work on the farm. Over the years,
however, the poorfarm’s residents were
most often orphans, single mothers, the
chronically ill, elderly or those with
disabilities like blindness or insanity.

By the mid 1830’s the
poorfarm’s resident population had risen
to 25. The facility had only fifteen beds.
Hillsborough Township sold their share
in the poorfarm back to Montgomery
and set up its own facility. Paupers who
were from Hillsborough were moved
out.

In the years following the Civil
War, it became the task of the poorfarm
to feed “transients” or tramps passing
through the Township looking for work.
In the year 1898, the Montgomery
poorfarm fed 410 tramps.

During the course of the
nineteenth century, other institutions
were organized at the county or state
level to care for orphans, the insane and
the blind, and the resident population of
the poorfarm decreased. Those
remaining were generally elderly people
who spent their last years at the farm.
Montgomery’s poorfarm was not
segregated: George Lane, a black man,
spent the last 29 years of his life at the
poorfarm. William Latourette, white,
lived at the poorfarm from 1833 to 1885,
where he died at the age of 66.

In 1913, having had no residents
for at least five years, the Township sold
the poorfarm to a private resident.
Today, the Daube Farm, site of the
Montgomery Rodeo, occupies the site
where many under-privileged
Montgomery residents once lived.




1830: Blawenburg Dutch
Reformed Church built

In the 1750’s residents of the
area around Blawenburg petitioned for a
new road to make it easier to get to the
newly built Sourtand (now called
Harlingen) Church. This resulted in the
building of Burnt Hill Road.

However, even this three or four-
mile distance was too far. Also in the
early 1800’s the population of the area
around Blawenburg was increasing.
James Lake petitioned the Reformed
Church at Harlingen for permission for
Blawenburg to build its own church. In
1829, a new congregation was formed,
led by John Van Zandt, and built a
church in three days during September
1830. It was designed and constiucted
by Richard Brown, in the Federal (or
Georgian) style, and used lumber from
Rocky Hill and New Hope. A parsonage
was built across the street, which was
used by the first pastor, Henry
Heernance.

Other original members of the
church included the Terhunes, Skillmans
and Voorhees. Families purchased pews
to help support the church’s finances.
There was a gallery for some, like slaves
or poor people, who couldn’t afford
pews.

In the 1860’s the church was
enlarged to accommodate the growing
congregation. Around that time Paul
Tulane, a wealthy entrepreneur, denoted
a bell to the church which could be heard
from his home on Cherry Valley Road.
In 1872, a pipe organ was installed, and
by the 1880’s there were 250 members.

Today the church is still in use,
with about 100 members.

1834: Construction of the
Delaware and Raritan
Canal

The State Legislature began
discussion of a canal across the “waist”
of New Jersey after the English blockade
during the War of 1812 made it clear
how important transportation across
New Jersey was. In 1830 the state gave
a joint charter to the Delaware and
Raritan Canal and the Camden and
Amboy Railroad. Construction of the
canal took place in 1830 to 1834.

Its 43-mile route was from the
Delaware River at Bordentown south of
Trenton, to the Raritan River at New
Brunswick. Vessels could also enter the
canal further north at Lambertville
where there was a feeder canal to bring
water into the main canal. The plan
called for fourteen locks along the way
to raise boats up to the highest point
around Kingston, and then lower them
again to near sea level.

In the Montgomery area, the
canal runs parallel with the Millstone
River on the Franklin Township side.
There was a lock at Kingston and one
near Griggstown. Bridges, which could
be swung to the side to allow canal boats
to pass, crossed the canal at Kingston,
Rocky Hill and Griggstown.

Robert Field Stockton of
Princeton was the primary investor in the
canal. James S. Green from
Montgomery was a Vice President.
Canvass White was the engineer in
charge of construction of the canal,
assisted by Ashbel Welch Jr. The
construction was accomplished by Irish
laborers, many of whom died of Asiatic
cholera in 1832. Dr. A.P. Hageman of
Harlingen, who cared for victims of the
disease, remembered the epidemic as a
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community panic. Dr. John Reeve of
Rocky Hill also treated victims.

The canal was seventy-five feet
wide and seven feet deep. Initially,
barges were used in the canal towed by
mules that walked along the side of the
water. In later years, steamboats were
used. .

Coal from northeastern
Pennsylvania was the most profitable
cargo carried by canal vessels. Loaded
boats would use the Delaware Canal on
the Pennsylvania side, cross the river at
Lambertville, continue through the
feeder canal to Trenton, and use the
Delaware and Raritan Canal to get to
New Brunswick. From there the coal
would be taken to New York City.

In the second half of the 19"
century, Rocky Hill became
industrialized because of its access to the
canal. Flax products, rubber and bricks
were loaded on boats there and moved
along the canal. Agriculture products
were also transported on the canal.

Because of the more efficient
railroads, whose development paralleled
it, the canal became obsolete by the turn
of the century. It closed in 1933, In
1974 much of the land along the canal
was made into a State Park, which is
used today for recreation.

1838: The southern part
of Montgomery becomes
part of Princeton
Township

Since 1714, Somerset County’s
{and Montgomery Township’s) southern

boundary had been Nassau Street in
Princeton. With the creation of Mercer

County, this border was changed to its O
present location along Cherry Hill Road,
with an extension to the Millstone River.
There are a number of reasons why this
change was made. :

The first reason was practical and
about voting numbers. In those days
each county sent three representatives to
the State Assembly. Thus the state
needed an odd number of counties to
prevent voting ties in the legislature.
Passaic County had been created in 1837
bringing the number of counties to 16.
The creation of Mercer County made it
17.

Another simple reason has to do
with geography. There was a general
trend from 1824 to 1857 towards the
creation of new counties, consequently
making counties smaller. Judges,
lawyers and others who needed to do
business at county seats were in favor of
the resultant decrease in traveling
distance.

As one might expect, politics was
near the core of the issue. At that time
the Democratic Party comprised people
mainly living in rural northern New
Jersey and the shore. Whig party
members were from the state’s emerging
cities and South Jersey. The Democrats
had slightly more power in New Jersey
government in the 1830’s, and more
power in Princeton. Robert Field
Stockton, the head of the Joint
Companies of the Camden and Amboy
Railroad and the Delaware and Raritan
Canal, was a Democrat from Princeton.
The Joint Companies were granted a
monopoly by the state government in
1832. The state, in turn, had a large
share in the Joint Companies. Forming a
new county in central Jersey was a way
of consolidating and increasing the
power of the Joint Companies and their
hold on state government. e




The small city of Trenton wished
to get back the commercial opportunities
it had lost when Hunterdon County
changed its county seat to Flemington in
1791. It had been made state capital the
year before. Also Trenton, like
Princeton, straddled two counties,
Hunterdon and Burlington. Formation
of a new county corrected this.

But for Montgomery Township
the situation was related mostly to
Princeton’s desire for autonomy. The
Borough of Princeton sat on the east-
west running Somerset County border
with Middlesex. This border was the
central street of the town, Nassau Street.
Pushing Princeton’s southern border
further south and northern border further
north, and thereby creating a new
county, was a neat solution.

But why so far north into
Montgomery? Why not make the border
be the northern edge of the Borough?
The answer is there was already a
convenient east-west line: Rocky Hill-
Pennington Road (now called Cherry
Valley Road). The Borough line had
been surveyed in 1813, but did not
extend to the Province Line to the west.
And the surveyed line cut across
properties while the road did not.

Two pieces of legislation
formalized the creation of the new
county and the loss to Montgomery
Township of over six square miles. The
first, on February 22, 1838, formed
Mercer County from areas in Hunterdon,
Burlington and Middlesex counties. The
second, five days later, brought the
southern piece of Montgomery into the
new Township of Princeton and the new
County of Mercer.

1850: Stout’s Tavern in
Rocky Hill

Ag early as 1763 an inn was
located in Rocky Hill. It was one of the
village’s earliest buildings.

By 1850 Isaac Stout was
operating a tavern on the corner of
Washington Street (Route 518) and
Princeton Avenue in Rocky Hill. It was
called the Dey Hotel in 1860 and the
Danley Hotel in 1873.

In 1881 a third floor and
Victorian architectural additions were
made to the building by owner William
Gabriel, and by the 1890°s it was a
fashionable summer resort for tourists
from the city who wanted to visit “the
country”. According to Thayer Bolmer,
“on a summer day there was swimming
in the Millstone River, and lovely picnic
grounds back of Robotti’s Delicatessen.
There were also moonlight boat rides in
a row boat on the quiet Millstone River
so that the strains of the singing
accompanied by a banjo would drift
musically over the waters.”

Daniel Hoffman ran the
establishment around the turn of the
century and his wife was famous for her
Thanksgiving dinners. The Inn was
owned by John Toth in the 1920°s. He
also owned a butcher shop next door.

In 1945 the hotel was closed, but
bar and food service continued. Today it
1s still in operation and called Santa Fe
Grille.



1852: The last slave in
Montgomery Township

The Dutch were the first to use
slaves in New Jersey. They were
brought to Pavonia, NJ in the 1640’s,
Slaves were working in the area that
became Somerset County by 1690.
Lands in New Jersey that were originally
settled by the Dutch, like Montgomery,
had the largest concentration of slaves,

By 1735, Montgomery’s
population was made up of about 15%
slaves. Larger farms had as many as
five slaves who often worked alongside
their European masters in clearing the
lands and building settlements.

The stories of three local slaves
during the Revolutionary War era are
well known: First, Jack, who belonged to
Declaration of Independence signer John
Hart. Second, Prime, who was owned
by the Bainbridge family of Princeton,
and later served as a soldier in the war,
was granted his freedom by the New
Jersey Legislature in 1786. And finally
the legendary Silvia Dubois, who served
George Washington at Hunt’s House
before the Battle of Monmouth and who
lived to be 116 years old.

In 1790 there were about 2,000
slaves in Somerset County. Around that
time the New Jersey Abolition of
Slavery Society began to gain ground in
Trenton.

The Gradual Abolition Law,
passed in 1804, required that any person
born a slave after July 4, 1804 would be
freed when they reached adulthood. For
boys this was age 25, for girls it was age
2]1. But this meant a slave child born
before 1804 would be enslaved for life.
As the abolition movement spread
through New Jersey in the first half of
the nineteenth century, most owners

voluntarily manumitted their slaves.
Some did not.

In 1820 Montgomery and Rocky
Hill still had 71 slaves. Fourteen percent
of property tax payers in the township
were slave owners. By 1830 there were
47 slaves; by 1840, only seven.

Some slaves left Montgomery
when they were freed to try to make
their way in other communities or cities.
But some stayed in this area: Henry
Nevius was born a slave in 1807 on the
Martin Nevius farm located on The
Great Road (where the Cherry Valley
Golf Club is today). Before he reached
age twenty-five he had been sold to
Peter Sutphen and then Caleb Johnson,
both Montgomery residents. He spent
his last years, starting around 1860, at
the Montgomery Poorfarm.

During the decades leading up to
the Civil War, slave owners had usually
one or two slaves. But some who owned
three or more slaves during the years
1820 to 1850 include Abraham Cruser,
Cornelius Kershow, Robert Stockton,
John Gulic, Jacob Gulic and Abraham C.
Beekman. The 1850 U.S. Census lists
four slave owners in Montgomery
Township: John S. Hoagland, Henry
Duryea, Comelius Cruser and Abraham
Cruser.

According to Emily Schomp
Skillman, the last slave in Montgomery
Township was a woman. She was the
wife of Andrew Polhemus, who
purchased her freedom from the heirs of
Cornelius Cruser in 1852,

Shortly after the Civil War, the
Thirteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution was voted down in
the state of New Jersey. This
Amendment outlawed slavery in
America.




1864: A railroad spur
line built to Rocky Hill

The Camden and Amboy
Company began operating trains to cross
New Jersey in 1839. Their tracks ran
parallel to the Delaware and Raritan
Canal, with whom the company had
been merged since 1830. The trains
stopped at Rocky Hill.

During the Civil War, the
Camden and Amboy Company moved
their train line to its present location
several miles to the east. Consequently,
in 1864 the Rocky Hill Railroad and
Transportation Company built a spur
from the Camden and Amboy line at
Monmouth Junction to the station at
Rocky Hill, by the Georgetown-Franklin
Tumnpike (Route 518). After 1871, the
Pennsylvania Railroad operated this spur
line.

The Delaware River Quarry
Company, today known as Trap Rock,
began operations on the east side of the
canal around this time and used the spur
to transport stone. In the 1880°s the spur
was extended in order to service the
Terra Cotta Company which was located
a half-mile further north on the canal.
The spur’s length was then 2.93 miles.

Passengers used the line to come
to Rocky Hill from the city. Agricultural
goods from Montgomery and elsewhere
were brought to Rocky Hill to be
shipped to the city by train. In modemn
times local restdents recalled wagons,
loaded with peaches, lined up on
Washington Street to load onto train
cars.

The last train ran to the end of
the spur in 1928, but trains continued to
service the quarry until the mid-20™
century.

1876: Delaware and
Bound Brook Railroad
built through |
Montgomery Township

In 1870 work began on two
parallel railroad lines through
Montgomery Township. The first was
called the Delaware and Bound Brook
line, eventually owned by the Reading
RR; the other was the Mercer and
Somerset, owned by the Pennsylvania
RR. Both lines entered Montgomery
Township from Hopewell near the
southwestern border of the township. At
this point they were only about 50 yards
apart. The two lines exited Montgomery
in the northeast, somewhat further apart,
and went towards the town of Millstone.
Both lines connected New York City and
Philadelphia.

The Mercer and Somerset line
was finished first, in 1873. It had
stations at Stoutsburg, Blawenburg and
Harlingen. Trains ran on the line and it
did good business until 1876 when a
dispute, sometimes called the Frog War,
arose because the other line, the
Delaware and Bound Brook, needed to
cross over the Mercer and Somerset line
at Hopewell. This kind of crossing is
called a frog.

In a court ruling the Delaware
and Bound Brook line won. Tt
completed its tracks through the area,
and began service. The Mercer and
Somerset line was discontinued and the
tracks removed by 1880.

Meanwhile, two new villages,
Skillman and Belle Mead came into
being around stations built on the
Delaware and Bound Brook line.
Abraham J. Skillman was active in the
establishment of the Delaware and
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Bound Brook line and took part in the
Frog War. The village is named after
him. The most important uses of the
Skillman Station were in service to the
New Jersey Epileptic Village, begun in
1898, and as a shipping center for the
local peach crop.

Belle Mead was originally a
planned development scheme of William
Van Aiken. Eventually several small
industries came there because of the
railroad, including the Belle Mead
Sweets Company. Housing
development didn’t take place in the area
until the 1960’s.

The Delaware and Bound Brook™

Railroad also had small stops at
Stoutsburg and near Harlingen. The
railroad line carried passengers until
1982 and continues to carry freight in -
the 21* century.

1879: G.A.R.
Encampment of Civil
War Veterans at
Skillman

A gathering of about 20,000
veterans, visitors and spectators took
place on a field behind the present site of
the Montgomery High School on August
26 - 29, 1879. '

Each year, as in many states,
New Jersey held large encampments, or
reunions, of soldiers who had fought in
the Civil War. Abraham J. Skillman,
who had connections to the railroad
business and was a property owner in the
area, arranged for the big event to occur
in Skillman that year.

The location was good because
the newly constructed Delaware and

Bound Brook railroad line ran adjacent .
to the site and Skillman station was right
at the edge of the camp. Attendees
could get the train from Trenton to
Skillman for sixty-five cents. '
- About 800 tents were pitched for
the veterans. Food tents distributed fruit,
pies, cake and sandwiches. Beer was the
only alcohol allowed. Fresh water was
piped down to the camp from a spring
and pond up on Sourland Mountain near -
Servis Road. The vets bathed in Rock i
Brook. a

Many bands perférmed

" “simultaneously throughout the -
festivities, and the resulting volume is

mentioned in all reports of the event.
And adding to the noise was a battery of
cannons placed ofi the hills on either side
of Hollow Road nearby.

Events included parades,
reviews, speeches by dignitaries and
officers, fireworks and on the final day,
a “sham battle” fought between the vets
and visiting members of the National
Guard. The Gattling Gun, a newly
invented rapid-firing weapon, was
denmonstrated.

1880°s: Peach growing
industry beom

Peaches were grown
commercially in New Jersey as early as
1683, when they were sent by
wagonloads to New York City. Starting
around 1830 peaches became a major
cash crop, usually transported fresh by
wagon from farms in this area to the
city.

By 1850 African-American
workers were being brought to the
region from South Jersey to make split




N

oak baskets for the peaches. Names
associated with peach growing in
Montgomery and Rocky Hill include
Abraham Ten Broeck Beekman who
owned a large orchard on Burnt Hill
Road near Sunset Road, Andrew
Wyckoff who had an extensive farm on
Sourland Mountain, the Duryee family
with a farm on Burnt Hill Road and
Route 518, and John E. Dixon who
returned from fighting in the Civil War

and bought a farm on the west side of

Route 601 near Grandview Road. In

1884 an average price for three baskets

of peaches was $1.30. . .. ...
The local railroads were used to

transport the fruit: a spur of the Camden ..

and Amboy Railroad came to Rocky Hill

~where during peach season wagons
- loaded with peaches could be seen lined

up on Washington Street (Route 518)
waiting to be packed on train cars. There
were sometimes 15 or 16 carloads of
peaches.

More convenient to Sourland
Mountain were the Skillman and Belle

" Mead Stations on the Delaware and

Bound Brook Railroad line. Some
believe this area was-the “greatest peach
_region in the world in the 1880°s.> By

1890 there were half a million peach. .

© trees growing in Somerset County, = .
_That-year bad weather ruined the o

crop, and prices fell in 1892 and 1893

because of over-production.

But the end of the peach boom
came because of tiny pest insect called
the San Jose Scale. Spread by birds, it
appeared in New Jersey in 1886 and by
1903 had done considerable damage to
this area’s peach industry. Eventually a
lime-sulphur spray was used to combat it
and then a ladybird beetle which fed on
the Scale.

But the peach industry was
ruined in Montgomery by 1914. When

the Oliver family bought the Duryee
farm in 1922, its peach orchard was “on
the verge of extinction.”

Eventually peaches were grown
again in this area. Many farms,
especially on Sourland Mountain, had
peach orchards. John Dixon and his
father bought small lots of peaches from

* local farmers to sell at their store in

Belle Mead. The Adler, Hageman,
Vreeland, Tucker, Ward and Blackwell
farms all grew peaches.during the 20™
century.

- +1890: Rocky Hill -

becomes an independent
borough

From the beginning of European
settlement in this area, the southern part
of Western Precinct (later known as
Montgomery Township) had a larger
percentage of non-Dutch, pnmarﬂy

__ English residents. However, in the early
" nineteenth century, Rocky Hill wasn’t

much different from the other little
villages in Western Precinct.
The change came when the

Delaware and Raritan Canal was buiftin
1834, Because the Georgetown-Franklm '

Turnpike crossed the canal near it,
Rocky Hill became gradually
industrialized. By 1839 the village had a
woolen manufactory, two stores, two
taverns and about 15 houses.

A series of companies came to
Rocky Hill during the nineteenth century
including Brearley and Mount’s Miils,
Howell’s Quarry, Green’s Rubber
Factory, the McFarlane Flax and Cotton
Wool Company and the Atlantic Terra
Cotta Company. Outsiders arrived to
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work at these businesses, many of them
Irish and Italian immigrants. In 1880,
which was the peak of the canal era,
Rocky Hill had a population of around
300 people. The rest of Montgomery
Township held 1,778 people.

Tourists came to visit Rocky Hill
in the summertime. Villagers developed
ties to Princeton, New York and

~Philadelphia. The rest of Montgomery

Township remained-a rural farming
community. _

The reason for the spht between
Rocky Hill and Montgomery is
economic. Rocky Hill had many
commercial ratables, Montgomery had
few. Rocky Hill citizens felt their
municipal needs required the money -

. raised from this tax base be used for ]

their own purposes and not for the
township at {arge.

The Rocky Hill jail is a good
example. Some of the workers, brought
in from the outside to labor at the
village’s industries, were considered to

“be rowdy by the local authorities. After

drinking and carousing on weekends,
sometimes they needed to be locked up.
Rocky Hill built a jail for this reason in
Voorhees Hall, a community building
located at Pn'nceton and Crescent
Avenues. Farmers out in the countryside
in Montgomery saw no need for this jail.
Few outsiders came to the farmlands.
New Jersey.legislation passed in
1882 provided for a Borough
Commission system of governance.
This was used until December 14, 1889
when a complete separation was called
for by public referendum in Rocky Hill.
The first mayor was Theodore Stryker.
Rocky Hill’s commercial
ventures suffered during the Depression
of the 1930’s and many closed down.
The borough became mostly residential.

Today, Rocky Hill and
Montgomery Township remain closely
connected. Rocky Hill students go to
Montgomery schools. Montgomery and
Rocky Hill share the Mary Jacobs
Library. And people from both places
use the shopping centers along Route
206 near Rocky Hill.

1898: New Jersey State
Village for Eplleptlcs
opens

The history of the State Village

 represents a complex interface between

state government and local community.
The location of this farm and facility for
people with epilepsy, between
Blawenburg and Skillman villages, was
selected because of its proximity to
Trenton, the convenience of Skillman

- station, and its rural and agricultural

surroundings.

Eventually the state would
purchase six adjacent farms for the
Village. Four of these were between
Route 601 and Burnt Hill Road. People
traveling to the Village could come by
train to Skillman station and then fake a
taxi or walk on a specially constructed
wooden walkway over the fields. A
railroad spur line was built to supply
coal to the power plant building of the
Village. '

In earlier tlmes, it had been the
practice to keep epileptics with mentally
ill patients in an insane asylum. The
initial purpose of the Village was to
place these patients in a special facility
where they could live in as normal
surroundings as possible and where their




condition could be studied. The theory
in those days was that epilepsy was
hereditary. Thus male and female
patients were kept carefully separated.
Large dormitories were built for men,
women and children. The State Village
at Skillman was considered “a model of
progressive institutional care.”

There was a school and a large
auditorium building, called Smaliey
Hall. By the 1930°s there were 110

buildings. The U.S. Census shows that -

at that time one third of the entire
population of Montgomery Township
lived at the State Village, either as
patients or staff. Many local residents
found work at the Village.

Throughout its history, the State
Village was a farming facility. Patients,
employees and, in later years, prisoners
brought in from State Detention facilities
did the farm work. The intent was that
the Village would be self-sustaining.

The guiding force of the State
Village in the early years was Dr. Henry
M. Weeks. His daughter Louise taught
at the Village for 39 years, and his son
David continued his father’s work.
During the Depression, Dr. Dan S.
Renner ran the Village. Renner reached
out to the community in ways that made
him a favorite among the locals: there
were popular movie showings and
Halloween parties for the public at
Smalley Hall. The Village had its own
band which gave concerts for the
community.

But the situation at the Village
changed after 1938, In that year a drug
called Dilantin was discovered to be an
effective way to treat epilepsy. Many
patients were released to their families.
In their place, new kinds of patients
began to populate the Village:
psychotics, alcoholics, drug addicts,
victims of cerebral palsy and patients

who were severely developmentally
disabled. Many of these new patients
required total care. In 1952, the Village
was renamed the New Jersey
Neuropsychiatric Institute. A number of
these new residents spent the end of their
lives at the Village and were buried in
one of the two Village cemeteries.

In 1983, when the Village was
renamed again, (the North Princeton
Developmental Center) some buildings
were in disrepair. The place-was getting
a bad reputation. It was closed in 1998,

But Montgomery Township
wanted to develop the Village. The
Township Board of Education-bought
land there for the new Village
Elementary School. And the Township,
after a lawsuit requiring site clean-up,
purchased much of the Village property
from the State of New Jersey in 2007 for
development. |

1899: Mt. Zion A.M.E.
Church built on Holiow

- Road

The African Methodist Episcopal

* denomination was founded in 1799 by

Richard Allen, and was the first
independent African-American church,
In 1832 Mt. Pisgah A M.E. Church was
organized in Princeton.

By 1850 there was an African
Church in the village of Rock Mills,
today known as Zion. It was located on
the Hillsborough side of the line, near
Spring Hill Road. 1866 is usually cited
as the year of the founding of the Mt.
Zion AM.E. congregation. This church
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was attended by Silvia Dubois who
reported that sometimes “white trash”
attempted to disrupt its services. Camp
meetings were held near this church,
called “quarterlies”.

This building was torn down and
the new church on Hollow Road, near
today’s Camp Meeting Road, was built.
Land for it was donated by Corinda
True. A cornerstone on the church reads
November 19, 1899. Rev. John Henley
Robinson, “a devout and powerfully
built ex-slave,” led the congregation at
this time.

Camp meetings resumed,
organized with the help of the
Pennington AM.E. church. These took
place in a grove north of Camp Meeting
Road by Rock Brook. Held summers
until 1930, they were well attended by

" blacks and whites. Participants could

ride the train to the Skillman station and
walk to the meeting ground which was
on the property of Tom Brophy, who
offered it without payment. The camp
meetings were a combination religious
service and large picnic.-

The Mt. Zion AM.E. Church
continued to hold services until the end
of the twentieth century. John Ford
served as minister for 24 years. Bessie
Grover was a beloved church mother
there for much of her life. The building
still stands.

1902: Rocky Hill Fire
Department organized

Fires were always a problem in
an agricultural community like
Montgomery. Once they started they
were nearly impossible to extinguish.
Fire fighting in an urban or town setting
presented other difficulties because of
the close proximity of buildings.
Princeton had a fire-fighting unit since
1788.

In 1902 William N. Stults and
others in Rocky Hill organized the
Rocky Hill Hook and Ladder Company
No. 1. Stults was elected the first chief.
The early equipment included a hand-
drawn chemical hose cart called the
“Rex” and a Seagraves Hook and Ladder
(purchased for $370.00). For an alarm
an old locomotive tire hoop was hung
from a wooden frame and struck with a
hammer. - The firehouse on Washington
Street, which is still in use, was built in
1926. The land for it was donated by the
McFarlane family.

To raise money, the Hook and
Ladder Co. held annual camivals from
1922 to 1960 on a field at the corner of
Princeton Avenue and Crescent Avenue
in Rocky Hill. These drew large crowds -
and there was bingo, prizes, bands,
dancing and festive food.

Kingston, Neshanic and
Flagtown all had fire companies by the
1930°s. A series of devastating fires in
Montgomery led to the organization of
the Montgomery Township Volunteer
Fire Company No. 1in 1939. The Rev.
William Owen, of Harlingen Church,
initiated its formation.

* Montgomery Township
Volunteer Fire Company No. 2, at
Blawenburg, was started in 1946.




1903: Hillsborough and
Montgomery Telephone
Company begins service

Communication over wires had
been occurring in this area since 1846
when the Delaware and Raritan Canal
pioneered the use of the telegraph to
monitor canal traffic, water levels and
breakdowns. When railroads were built
through Montgomery Township in the
1870’s, telegraph lines were put in place
also. The ticket agent in the Belle Mead
station ran the telegraph office located
there.

By the turn of the century the
State Telephone Company had limited
service in this area, just to Belle Mead.
The New York Telephone Company was
in Somerville, and the Delaware and
Atlantic Company operated in Hopewell,
Princeton and places to the south. But
generaily it was considered unprofitable
to run telephone wires out in the country
to farmers.

This changed thanks to a local
farmer and community leader named
Peter A. Garretson (1882-1937). In
1903 he saw a telephone demonstration
at the New Jersey State Fair in Trenton
and dectded to start his own telephone
business in Belle Mead. The company
was incorporated on November 25,
1803,

Wires were run to Rocky Hill,
Milistone and Montgomery onpoles,
fence posts and even trees. Telephone
service cost sixty cents per month, with
an extra charge for long distance calls.
Each phone used its own batteries. This
was important since most of the area
didn’t have electric power lines until
several decades later.

It was an open system where,
although not allowed, anyone could
listen to anyone else’s calls. Someone
would turn a little crank to ring a bell
pattern for another phone or to call the
operator. Calls were supposed to be five
minutes or less if someone else wanted
to use the line.

The company did well. By 1909
there were 100 phone customers locally.
In 1912 the gross revenues were $2496.
A Ford Model T truck was purchased for
company use.

The first telephone operator was
Adelaide Bergen, whom Garretson hired
because she was crippled and thus less
likely to leave the switchboard. Later
Helen Huff and Frances Cruser also
worked as operators. These women
became important people in the
community and performed valuable
services. They would take messages for
customers, make early morning wake-up
calls, and locate doctors or vets for
residents when necessary. They knew
everyone’s voice in town—as well as all
news and gossip.

Starting in 1940, the telephone
company worked closely with the fire
department. People would call the
operator to report a fire. The operator
would immediately cali the fire company
where someone activated the siren.
Then volunteer firemen called the
operator to find out where the fire was so
they could go there and fight it.

The Hilisborough and
Montgomery Telephone Company
remained in operation until 1979 when it
was sold to the United Telephone
Company. At that time there were
10,000 telephones in the system.
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1905: Electricity comes to
Rocky Hill

In 1901 Mayor Sidney F.
Starkweather of Rocky Hill announced
that plans to install poles and wires for
electric street lights were being
negotiated with Princeton Light, Heat
and Power Company. By 1905 families
had electric light in their homes in
Rocky Hill. They used eight and sixteen
watt bulbs. Theodore Stryker is said to
be the owner of the first house in Rocky
Hill with running water, furnace heat

and electric lights. A power ling was run.

to Hopewell around this time also.

In 1911 Princeton Light, Heat
and Power Company sold out to Public
Service Electric and Gas (PSE & G) who
bought the old mill near the Millstone
River and used coal and steam power to
turn generators. This power plant was
closed in the 1930s.

By 1924 the Belle Mead Electric
and Power Company had formed and
was starting to run power lines from
Rocky Hill along Route 206 to Belle
Mead. Fred Dixon, Peter A. Garretson
and William Staats,were the leaders of
this orgamzation which purchased
electricity from PSE & G. Belle Mead
Electric and Power Company was sold to
PSE & G around 1930.

~ Farmers at a distance from these
main lines were the last to get electricity
in this area. Before the power lines were
built, some farmers used gas powered
“electric home light plants” for lighting
and small machinery. When the electric
lines were finally set up along the road
by a farm, the farmer had to pay as much
as $40 a pole to run wires to the farm
buildings and house.

~ Charles Grayson’s farm in the
northeast part of the township did not

- Delaware and Raritan Canal in the

have Public Service electricity until
1939. J.T. Luce, in his book New
Jersey's Sourland Mountain, writes that
at least one Sourland area family, living
on Spring Hill Road near the '
Hilisborough line, still did not have
electricity by 1960,

1908: St. James Catholic
Church built to serve
Irish and Italian
population

The first large group of Irish
immigrants came to this area to build the

1830’s.

After the canal was built, a
number of industries came to Rocky
Hill: in 1854 the New Jersey Flax Cotton
Wool Company opened. In 1873 there
was a rubber factory. In 1892 a brick
factory opened, and in 1894 a terra cotta
factory was established. Located on
Canal Road, it was called the Atlantic
Terra Cotta Company and employed 300
workers. Many were immigrants from
haly. The New Jersey Copper Company
opened a mine in 1905 and employed
immigrant workers, and the Delaware
River Quarry Company of Rocky Hill,

. which began in 1909, had 250 Italian

workers.

To meet the religious needs of
this population, the St. James Roman
Catholic Church was built in 1908 on
Princeton Avenue in Rocky Hill on land
that was part of the farm of James




Sweeney. Money for the church was
also donated by Mr. Sweeney. The first
Mass was held on Christmas, 1908. For
many years, priests from Princeton came
to St. James and services were only held
once a month. A small cemetery is
located behind the church.

Services were held there until
1991, when the St. Charles Borromeo
Catholic Church was built in
Montgomery Township.

In 2004 the building on Princeton
Avenue was acquired by members of the
Orthodox Church of St. Elizabeth, a
Russian Orthodox congregation, who
now worship there.

-1920’s: Prohibition and
bootleggers in
Montgomery

The making of alcoholic
beverages took place on a small scale
throughout the early history of this area.
Farmers would make wine or hard cider,
usually for their own consumption. It is
reported that in the late 1800°s a few
stills were in operation on Sourland
Mountain and liquor was sold there
illegally.

However, with the coming of
Prohibition in 1920, an increased level
of illegal alcohol production occurred in
the township in the form of bootlegging.
There were at least six locations in
Montgomery where bootleggers
operated during the Prohibition era.

The process would entail a man
from the city approaching a farmer and
offering money for the use of a barn or
two. The farmer would be instructed not
to ask questions or investigate into what
was occurring. The Kurtz family, on
Cherry Hill Road, for example, received

one hundred dollars rent from
bootleggers for their barn.

Warren Ballston, a plumbing
supplier from Trenton, would often show
up and drop off pipes. Supplies of grain
and sugar would be trucked in.
Bootleggers at the Drake farm on
Fairview Road hung out a flag when it
was safe to make deliveries.

Alcohol was produced in large
vats and went out in five-gallon tins.
Loaded trucks would leave the farms
very late at night bound for the city.
Most locals would remain silent about
what was going on. It was always said
after a winter storm if a barn had no
snow on it, there was a still inside.

On occasion, revenue agents
would raid one of these operations.

" Young Jim Kurtz saw a dozen agents,

armed with shotguns, bring the
bootleggers out of his family’s barn.
Then the agents would destroy the still
equipment. Sometimes, as in the case
with the farm purchased by the Gallup
family on Mountain View Road, the
property would be in a shambles after
the bootleggers were gone.
Occasionally, a stifl would blow
up because of inept handling. The Green
Flash building in Blawenburg was
destroyed this way. Criminal behavior
was evident when a stolen car was found
under a haystack off Burnt Hill Road.
Illegal alcohol production
continued even after Prohibition ended
in 1933, According to Leonard James,
the last local still was destroyed in 1946
on a farm subsequently bought by
Benjamin Kurukuza on Route 601,



1925: Montgomery
Township has 100 dairy
farms

Farms in Montgomery Township
always had cows. But milk from these
animals was used for home supply or
neighbors. Farm families made their
own butter and cheese.

By 1900 some farms began
specializing in dairy production, and
milk delivery to residents in the towns
and villages was becoming common. In
the early part of the century the
Crawford farm on Georgetown-Franklin
Turnpike (Route 518) had 20 cows and
delivered bottled raw milk in the Rocky
Hill area. Several farmers in
Montgomery continued to process and
deliver their dairy products, including
Ozzie Hoepfner, who owned Reverie
Farm on River Road and delivered his
own milk from 1928 to 1945.

But most dairy farmers made use
of local processing facilities, In Belle
Mead, Charles Howell Cook owned a
creamery in 1910 which kept in
operation, under a variety of names, until
the 1970°s. In the 1960°s, milk was
shipped by train from this creamery on
Reading Boulevard to New York City
for use by the public school system there
and by housing projects like Peter
Stuyvesant Village and Starret Ifomes.
There was also a creamery in Skillman
which made use of railroad shipping.
Farmers in Montgomery used several
dairies in Princeton, including the
Rockwood Dairy, located across
Witherspoon Street from Princeton
Hospital.

Milk was transported from farms
to these creameries by trucks making

pick-ups at various stops around the
community. In the late 1920’s DeWiit
Terhune, who had his own farm and
gristmill at Bridgepoint, picked up milk
from surrounding farmers in his Model T
Ford flat-body truck and delivered itto a
creamery. A small, enclosed platform
was built near each farmer’s mailbox
where the filled milk cans could be
picked up and empties dropped off.
Farmers also delivered their own
milk to one of the local dairies. In the

late 1940’s, Gilbert Runyon drove from

Montgomery to Princeton each morning
and dropped off milk at the creamery
and his daughters at Princeton High
School. Charlie Grayson, during his
peak dairy production years in the late
1950s, delivered by tank truck 1,120
quarts of milk daily to the creamery-in
Belle Mead.

Most farmers in Montgomery
Township had Holstein cows, but there
were two large farms which specialized
in Guernseys. These were the Wood
Acres farm, owned by Atherton W.
Hobler near Blawenburg, and the Brian
Baru Farm of Russell O’Brien near
Harlingen. In 1935, O’Brien had one
hundred and twenty Guerneys. He sold
this herd in 1953,

There were smaller dairy
operations as well. In fact, during the
Depression, many farms kept at least a
few cows for milk as the only way to
earn money. The Smalley, Hageman,

+ Drake, DeHart, Stryker, Galick, Moore,

Cruser and Campbell families, to name
just a few, all had dairy cows during the
twentieth century.
The decline of local dairy
operations in Montgomery began with a
series of droughts in the 1960°s. The
trend was toward [arge farms and large .




herds, and many farmers couldn’t keep
up. Young people moved off the farms,
desiring an easier lifestyle. In 1995,
Duncan Campbell had the [ast privately
owned dairy cows. The State of New
Jersey continues to operate a dairy farm
on Burnt Hili Road.

1932: Lindbergh baby
kidnapped

Charles Lindbergh became a
world famous celebrity after his solo
flight across the Atlantic Ocean in 1927,
He and his wife were flying together
over the forest areas of Souriand
Mountain and spotted the location for
their country home, which was built in
1931. The site is near what is today
called Lindbergh Road, two and a half
miles north of Hopewell, about a mile
due west of the Montgomery Township
line.

Lindbergh’s 20-month old son
was kidnapped from the house on the
night of March 1, 1932. A homemade
ladder was found on the ground beneath
the window of the room where the baby
had been sleeping. - A ransom note had
been left.

Immediately the police rushed to
the scene. Early the next momning,
young Sam Oliver and his sister
remembered standing on the corner of
Burnt Hill Road and Route 518 watching
many police cars zooming by on their
way to the crime scene. Detectives
fanned out and began searching the
Sourlands and questioning neighbors.

Montgomery Township resident
Jim Kurtz recalled being in class that
moming at the Hollow Road School,

about two miles from the Lindberghs’:
“The activities were a sight to behold.
The New Jersey State Troopers, local
police and neighboring volunteers
(accompanied by hound dogs) combed
the nearby hills, both forest-covered and
open hillstde, looking for signs of the
kidnapper or kidnappers. Many were
carrying shotguns or rifles as they
roamed all over the area. Our school
was located right at the foot of these hilis
that were literally covered by men and
dogs. Several small airflanes floated
around, looking for signs of the
kidnappers.”

The media soon arrived at the
scene. The Hillsborough-Montgomery
Telephone Company was asked to clear
a direct phone line to a newspaper office
in New York City. CBS News
commentator H.V. Kaltenborn arrived in
a small plane which landed in a field
near Blawenburg. It wasn’t long before
the entire nation was talking about the
kidnapping in the Sourland Mountains,

The search for the baby
continued. Ed James, who lived where
the Johnson and Johnson Corporation is
today, had this recollection: “One day
some state troopers came to the door
asking about any male children in the
household who were approximately the
age of the kidnapped baby. Since my
brother Leonard was of that age, the
troopers requested proof that he was who
my parents said he was. A birth
certificate proved who he was. The state
police canvassed every home in a large
area surrounding the Zion area. 1
remembered being only about four years
old and seeing this gigantic sharply
uniformed state trooper with a gold
stripe down his leg with what to me was
the biggest gun I ever saw on his hip.”

Authorities were especially
interested in tracing the wood used to



build the ladder employed in the
abduction. Many farms in Montgomery
were searched and wood samples
obtained and compared. There seemed
to be evidence that the wood was from a
scaffold being used at a construction
project at the NJ State Village for
Epileptics.

The body of the baby was found
on May 12, 1932 in the woods off Carter
Road, south of Hopewell. Bruno
Hauptman, the suspected kidnapper, was
eventually tracked down and arrested in

New York City. He was found guilty

and executed.

Shortly after the crime, the
Lindberghs move away and denoted
their house to the State of New Jersey,
who use it today as a juvenile
rehabilitation facility.

1961: 3M Corporation
opens on Sourland
Mountain

In 1953, the Minnesota Mining
and Manufacturing Company began
efforts to build a facility on Sourland
Mountain on the border of Hillsborough
and Montgomery. ]

Many residents opposed this
because of environmental concerns and
because they believed the arrival of new
workers would require increased
municipal services.

The three-member Montgomery
Township Commiitee, led by John
Ficken, felt that 3M would be a valuable
new tax ratable. When it appeared that
the Committee would pass the zoning
changes that would allow 3M to build its
guarry and processing plant, members of

the community, led by Joel Nystrom and .
George Gallup (of the Gallup Poll),
circulated a petition which asked for a
special election.

According to the New York
Times, 90% of voters were opposed to
3M, or about 1000 people. The method
the opponents of 3M wanted to use to
block it was to change the form of
government of the township from a
Committee form to a Council-Manager
form.

During the summer of 1953, the
community was in an uproar about this
issue. According to Gallup, “Sometimes
a father will be on one side and a son on
the other. Men who have been good
friends all their lives are arguing. Next
door neighbors are no longer in
agreement.” Many who were opposed to
3M were also opposed to changing a i
form of government which had been in -
place for 200 years. There were also
charges of corruption.

When the special election was
held, those in favor of 3M won and the
new form of government was defeated
by a vote of 526 to 372. The result was
similar in Hillsborough Township.

In 1957 the zoning ordinance
created by the township to accommodate
3M was challenged in court by a
citizen’s group in hopes of preventing
3M from building their facility. This
group was led by Francis J. Kozesnik,
Benjamin and Daisy Kukuruza, and
Herman and Margery Ward. The case
went to the New Jersey Supreme Court,
who ruled that the zoning ordinance was
invalid. The township committee, led by
Mayor Jim Crawford and assisted by
attorney Dix Skillman, adjusted the
language of the zoning ordinance, and
3M’s efforts in Montgomery proceeded.

The facility opened in 1961,
encompassing 1400 acres. Trap rock c




was quarried, pulverized into granules
and used in making roofing shingles.

The entrance to 3M was on Route 601.
A railroad spur serviced the operation.

In 1971, 3M donated 644 acres to
the Somerset County Park Commission.
The county opened the Somerset County
Preserve on the land.

Over the years there were
complaints about mineral-fines dust
washing into Roaring Brook and Cruser
Brook. In 2006, 3M announced it would
phase out its Montgomery Township
facility by 2009. At that time it
employed about 90 full-time workers.

1969: Montgomery High
School opens

From the beginning,
Montgomery Township and Rocky Hill
never had a school that went above
eighth grade. Until the 1920°s local high
school students attended either Princeton
or Bound Brook High School. During
the 1930’s all secondary students were
bussed to Somerville High and in the
years after that they all went to the high
school in Princeton,

But by 1960 new suburban
homes were being built, and that year
Montgomery’s high school student
population reached 146. Because
Princeton was also growing, in 1965 the
Princeton Regional School Board
announced that it could no longer
accommodate Montgomery’s 200 high
school students.

Hillsborough was facing a
similar situation as a sending district to
Somerville, so the idea was explored of
creating a regional high school district

combining the two townships. This
concept was found unacceptable.

A consultant was hired and
planning began for the building of a new
high school in Montgomery Township.
In early 1967, an arrangement was made
to purchase seventy-four acres adjoining
the sites of Burnt Hill Road School and
the newly constructed Orchard Road
School. The price of the land was
$178,000.

The firm of Micklewright &
Mountford, Hamnett, Bouman and
Blanche was contracted to design and
plan the construction of the new school.
At that time the superintendent of
Montgomery Schools was Orlando R.
Costello, soon.to be replaced by Saul
Cooperman, The Board of Education
President was Norman G. Hoagland.
Also on the Board were: Harry Dowling,
John Graaskamp, Charles Grayson,
Francis Lawrence, Albert Lutz, Paul
Messineo, Raymond Hunt and Burton
Weiss. Irene Staats was Board
Secretary.

The new building would hold
eleven hundred students and would cost
$3.4 million. In June of 1967, the voters
of Montgomery Township approved the
plan by a vote of 581 to 407. Ed
McKeon was appointed principal.
Rocky Hill would send its students to
schools in Montgomery Township.

Around this time the 80 teachers
of the school district were forming
themselves into a union called the
Montgomery Township Education
Association. Its first president was
Robert Pyle. The highest paid teacher
earned $9,300. Teachers in the district
included Norma Gebhart (Arons),
Bernice Van Nostrand, Anthony
Tedesco, Ann Hovanec and Gary Bower.

Work commenced on the new
high school with steel work completed in
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October of 1968. The planned opening
of the school in September of 1969 was
delayed due to a carpenter’s strike. The
building finally opened in December of
that year.

1974: Mary Jacobs
Library built

Between 1931 and 1966 Rocky
Hill made attempts at starting a library in
a home, the school, a general store and
the firehouse. The community was also
served by the county bookmobile.

In 1966, the first permanent
library was housed in the Amy Garret
House, owned by the Rocky Hill
Community Group. Tt islocated on
Washington Street next door to where
the Mary Jacobs Library is today. It had
a collection of 7,000 books.

In 1968, wealthy. Philadelphia
businessman Harold Jacobs wished to
establish a memorial for his wife Mary
Barrowman Jacobs. She was born in
1897 and grew up in Rocky Hill. She
graduated from Princeton High School
the same year as Montgomery
centenarian Duncan Campbell. Her
father, Thomas Barrowman was an early
curator of Rockingham.

After her death Jacobs
established a fund of $800,000 in her
name for the purpose of building a
library in Rocky Hill. He was assisted in
these efforts by Laura Stabler, Gloria
Mack and Marnie Allen.

In 1974, the new building was
completed. The library had a 10,000
square foot expansion in 2005, which
doubled its size.

. Today the Mary Jacobs
Memorial Library is part of the Somerset

County Library System. Ithasa
collection of local history materials and
is closely connected to the Van
Harlingen Historical Society, which also
has a small library and archive.

1981: Johnson and
Johnson Corporation
comes to Montgomery

Somerset County has a number
of Johnson and Johnson Corporation
facilities. In the early 1970’s the Young,
James and other family farms on
Grandview Road and Route 601 were
purchased by this company.

The facility, with its primary
building designed by internationally
renowned architect LM. Pei, was called
Johnson & Johnson Consumer Products
Company. It opened in 1981, Initially,
the company manufactured bandages,
baby, face, talcum or toilet powder,
medical and surgical adherent tapes and
related products for specialty use. In
later years the facility was used for
offices, and research and development
laboratonies.

In 2008 it employed 1800
workers, about a quarter of whom live in
the Montgomery Township area. There
are four buildings on the site including a
“Child Development Center”. A solar
panel system is employed there to
generate electricity.

Towards the end of the 20"
century, several other major corporations
came to Montgomery Township,
including Bloomberg, Computer
Associates and Ingersoll Rand.
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