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Harding P. Whitacre joined the Butler Area School District in 1966 following his graduation from the University
of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music. He began his career teaching instrumental music at the
elementary level before moving to Butler Intermediate High School, where he directed symphonic band, stage
band, and string orchestra, and taught guitar and keyboard classes.

In 1973, Mr. Whitacre founded the Golden Crusader Marching Band and went on to host numerous PMEA
district and regional festivals. Following the merger of the intermediate and senior high school bands, he served
as Associate Director of the Golden Tornado Marching Band, a role he held until his retirement in 2001.

Since retiring, Mr. Whitacre has remained active in the local music community, performing with the Butler
County Symphony Orchestra, the Jack Bowman Band, the Chiprean Brothers Band, the Gibbons Big Band, and
various church ensembles. He was also an original member of the Musicians Concert Band.




	HARDING P. WHITACRE

