2026 Summer Reading: Rising 8" Grade

Biography choices
Choose one to read and complete the biography project
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Reader’s edition
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Unbroken: Young Eax
Reader’s edition -

By Hillenbrand
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The Wright Brothers
By McCullough

BROTHERS

Undefeated: The Jim
Thorpe Story
By Sheinkin

Isaac the Alchemist
By Mary Losure

THE ALCHEMIST

ISAAC

The Boy on the Wooden
Box By Leyson

Only an option for Summer Ethos
American History 8

Marie Curie: A
Photographic Story of
a Life
By Cobb

Corrie Ten Boom:
Keeper of the Angels’ Den
By Benge

Neil Armstrong: One
Giant Leap for
Mankind
By Dixon-Engel

Jackie Robinson:
Champion for Equality
By Teitelbaum

Summer Reading Challenge! If you read this book, complete your biography project AND

take the AR test, it counts as the nonfiction book of the Summer Reading Challenge.




2026 Summer Biography Project

Rising 8" Graders

Student Name:

Title of biography

Read one book of your choice from the 8" grade biography list. Use what you learn to write the 3

paragraphs below. Do your best work so your teacher will be able to assess your writing. After it is
complete, print the page and turn in to your English teacher on August 11",

Always write in complete sentences. In every paragraph include one short quote from the biography. Your quote
should be one sentence or shorter. Your quote needs to be relevant to the main idea of the paragraph. As you
read your biography be looking for what you will want to quote. Remember to put the quoted portion in
quotation marks and use in-text citation with the author’s name and page number.

Example: Wilbur thought that their best advantage was “growing up in a family where there was always much
encouragement to intellectual curiosity” (McCullough 82).

Journey: Print Page and hand write your paragraphs

Write a
paragraph with

5 or more

complete

sentences.
Begin with a

topic sentence

that gives the

person’s name

and what they
are most known

for. Describe an

obstacle the

person faced

and how they
overcame it.




Connect:

Write a
paragraph with 5
or more
complete
sentences. Begin
with a topic
sentence that
introduces an
event or
situation. In this
paragraph you
will describe an
event or
situation that
connects to your
life, another
book you have
read, or a
situation in the
world that you
know about.
Explain how they
are connected. Is
it an attitude? Is
it a similar
event? Isit a
similar moral or
ethical problem?

Legacy:
Write a
paragraph with
5 or more
complete
sentences.
Begin with a
topic sentence.
Explain why the
person
impacted the
world. What can
we still learn
from him or
her? Where can
their impact still
be seen today?




