
PLEASE READ CAREFULLY!  
YOU HAVE A SUMMER ASSIGNMENT, NOT A BOOK TO READ. 

Dear Students,  

Welcome to World History AP - Modern (WHAM - We are going to smash this 
AP class!). This course requires work ethic and attention in order for you to 
achieve success. All WHAM students are required to take the AP Exam. Passing 
the WHAM exam is accepted by many universities for college credit, so you 
have, in essence, signed up for a college class! I will teach it as such. If you want 
a class with an easy A, this might not be the choice for you. I am not trying to 
scare you off, but please be aware of my expectations.This will be an awesome 
class!  

Your summer assignment is really just preparation to get our minds thinking 
about history. You will probably not need to start it until the first week of 
August. You will notice that we are skipping the evolutionary theory part of this 
book (AP doesn’t delve into that anyway).  

When you arrive at school in August, expect to review for this first WHAM unit 
and quickly move on to the core content of the class. Summer assignments are 
expected to be turned in on the first day of class.Late assignments will receive a 
deduction each day until they are turned in.  

Finally, you have had geography class; now put what you have learned to use by 
observing the world around you this summer. Listen to the news, discuss a 
world event with your parents, think about the historical and geographical 
aspects of each place you travel through.  

Enjoy your summer! I am looking forward to thinking and learning about the 
history of mankind with you! Feel free to contact me at any time throughout the 
summer!  

“The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains; the world, and those who dwell in 
it.” Ps 24:1 NASB 
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                  AP World History ​ ​ ​ ​                                     Name: 
                 Lugo 
 

World History AP - Modern Summer Assignment  
 

Part 1 – Vocabulary PRINT THIS DOCUMENT AND HAND WRITE YOUR ANSWERS. 

 

Vocabulary Terms - Summer Assignment  

We will have a test over these terms the second week of class. They are words that are not actually 
“World History” terms; rather, they are words that history students should already know when they 
walk into a college classroom. You need a ‘working understanding’ of these words in the context of 
WHAM.  

Define these terms in your own words. Include examples and how the word might be used in this class 
as this is the way you will be tested. These do not need to be in full sentences. The first one is done 
for you.  

This needs to be done by hand. Why? Because your predecessors have cut corners and cheated. 

artifact - an object made by a human being, usually of historical interest. Historians use 

artifacts to determine what life was like and what events took place in the past. ex - 

Ancient tools, stuff from tombs, and even buildings are artifacts.  

 

primary source: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

secondary source:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

social class:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



coercion:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

diffusion:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

egalitarianism:______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

elite:__________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

gender:_______________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

kinship:______________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

patriarchy:___________________________________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

socialhierarchy/stratification:_____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

city-state:____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

theocracy:____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

transregional:_______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

demography:________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

animism:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

codify:________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

monotheism:________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

polytheism:__________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

domestication:______________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

forced labor system: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

nomadic:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

pastoral (think people groups) :___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

job specialization:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   Part 2 – Chapter 1 in Ways of the World  

In WHAM, it is very important for you to learn to read your textbook. It follows the AP 
guidelines closely and is a very well-written college textbook. As such, it can be difficult, so we’ll 
use this Reading Guide to draw out the important information for Chapter 1. Please read all of 
the text, look at maps and captions, check out the charts, etc., to get the full benefits of the 
book.  

AP World History is less about memorizing people, places and events, and more about 
processes and connections. Keep this in mind as you read.  

For your summer assignment, you will complete the Reading Guide which can be found below. 
Be as thorough as possible for full credit.  

Here is a .pdf of the book: AP World History Book Ch 1.pdf 

You MAY type your responses on this document. If you plan to do that, here is a link to just 
this section: Summer Assignment Book Notes Only 

If you have difficulty retrieving any of the documents, please contact me! 

 

[This page is left bank to separate the assignments when printed} 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1df1psGWq0-AGOHX63q_l2UdGXDJPM8ho/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UNh60qgeVhGxvrO4oXWDIeG38jORZ_daLD-a2KrOMEA/copy


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                AP World History ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Name: 
                  Lugo 

Chapter 1 - Summer Assignment  

Learn to ‘engage’ with the textbook to discover all it has to offer. Be sure to look at the margin 
questions and the AP Exam Tip boxes. They are very helpful. The graphs, maps and images are also 
very helpful – look at them!  

PLEASE, get out of the middle school habit of hunting for answers. READ the textbook as you complete 
this! The page number after some questions is how far to read before answering that question (or set) 
where applicable.  

1. Begin by looking at the list of topics on the left side of p. 7. What are the ‘big ideas’ of this 
chapter?  

 
2. Why do you think it’s important to learn about these early topics in world history even though 
our course starts in 1200 AD?  
 
 
 
3. Read the introduction on pp. 7 & 8. How does your answer above connect to what is said in the 
paragraph that starts on p. 7 and ends on p. 8?  
 
 
 
 
4. Though the timeline does not match the biblical record, what does the book say in its 
discussion of Paleolithic people that validates (backs up) what the Bible says about the 
intelligence of Adam and Eve? 8  
 
 
 
5. Describe how the Neolithic Revolution transformed human life. 10  
 
 
 
 
6. Describe the 2 types of relationships between nomadic and farming societies.  

 
 
 
7. What are some characteristics of chiefdoms (what did chiefs do)? How do you think chiefdoms 
represent the beginning of what we call today government or politics?  
 
 
 
8. Name 2 societies that the book uses as examples of chiefdoms. Where were they located? 12 
 
 
 
 



9. “Civilization” is the next step in world history when cities formed and were supported by the 
farming of the surrounding countryside – all governed by the state. Who usually led these states 
(more than just one person here!)? 13  
 
 
 
10. Complete this chart after reading pp. 16 – 17. Do not just write one thing per blank, Read the 
entire passage.  

Impressive  
aspects of early  
civilizations 

 

Negative 
aspects of 
early  
civilizations 

 

Location of  
earliest river  

 valley 
civilizations 

 

Environmental  
impacts of 
early 
civilizations 

 

 
11. Complete the Venn diagram, comparing the social structure of early China and early India. 16 – 19. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Other than India and China, what other civilizations are named in pages 16 – 20?  

 



   Pages 20 – 38 cover the main civilizations that shape history culturally. As you read each section, fill out the    
   corresponding chart, keeping in mind that we are laying the groundwork for where we begin our class in  
   1200 AD. Note: There is a helpful chart on p. 9!  

13. South Asia and the influence of Hinduism and Buddhism – pp. 21 – 26. 

Hinduism 

Founder  none 

Approximate date 
of origin 

 

Seeks converts? y/n  

Main deity  

Religious 
leadership 

 

Sacred text  

Essential  
practice/goal of  
religion 

Include important italicized vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Impact of belief 
on social order 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Buddhism 

Founder & ‘story’  

Approximate date 
of origin 

 

Seeks converts? y/n  

Main deity  

Connection to  
Hinduism 

 

Essential  
practice/goal of  
religion 

Include important italicized vocabulary 

Impact of belief of  
social order 
(contrast with 
Hinduism) 

 

Describe 
Theravada 
Buddhism 

 

Describe 
Mahayana 
Buddhism 

 

Describe Tibetan  
Buddhism 

 

 
14. Both Hinduism and Buddhism originated in India, but Buddhism is largely non-existent in India 
today. What drove Buddhism out of India?  
 
 
 
 
15. Identify the bhakti movement and explain why it was appealing to people in India. 26 

 
 



16. China and the traditions of Confucianism and Daoism. pp. 26 – 30.  

Confucianism 

Founder & ‘story’  

Approximate date 
of origin 

 

Dynasty that 
adopted it 

 

Main deity  None – philosophy only 

Main text  

Essential  
practice/goal of  
philosophy 

Include important italicized vocabulary 

Impact of belief 
on social order 

 

Other 
areas/regions of 
influence 

 

 

Daoism 

Founder & ‘story’ 
(no deity) 

 

Approximate date   

Main text  

Essential  
practice/goal of  
philosophy 

Include important italicized vocabulary 
 

Impact of belief on  
  social order 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



17. The Middle East and the origins of Judaism and Christianity pp. 30 – 33  
Before you begin this chart, what 3 religions are called the “Abrahamic faiths”? Why? 
 
 
 

Judaism 

Seeks converts? y/n  One must be born Jewish 

Approximate date 
of origin 

 

Main deity  

Main text  

Concept of God  

 

Christianity 

Founder & ‘story’  

Approximate date 
of origin 

 

Seeks converts? y/n  

Connection to  
Judaism 

 

Main text  

Essential  
practice/goal of  
philosophy  

 

Include important italicized vocabulary 

Describe  
Christianity’s spread 

 

Location of  
Christianity’s 
spread in the first 
6 centuries 

 

Note that by the year 600, Christianity had grown from Iraq to Spain but was very divided in leadership.  



18. The Middle East and Islam pp. 33 - 38 

Islam 

Founder & ‘story’  

Approximate date 
of origin 

 

Seeks converts? y/n  

Connection to  
Judaism and  
Christianity 

 

Essential  
practice/goal of  
philosophy 

Include important italicized vocabulary 

Importance of umma  

Explain the  
Shia/Sunni divide 

 

Describe Islam’s  
spread 

 

Describe the ulama  

Importance of 
Sufis (read 
through p. 38) 

 

 
 
 
 



19. Now, let’s make some connections because that is what this course is really about. NOTE: “Belief 
systems” includes all of the religions and philosophies discussed in this chapter.  

In what way were the Buddha, Jesus, and Muhammad similar?  

In what ways were they different?  

What connections can you see between belief systems and social order (who is important, who is 
powerful, what gender dominates, who does the labor, etc.) in this chapter? Use one of the belief 
systems as evidence of your answer.  

What connections can you see between belief systems and political systems in this chapter? Use 
one of the belief systems as evidence of your answer.  

20. The final section asks you to think about how growing empires created connections among the 
world’s people and about how those connections diffused culture. Identify and describe one 
example of a cultural element that spread in this time.  

21. Finally, commercial exchange is discussed as the 3 “roads’ of trade developed between 200 – 
1200 AD. Briefly describe each of the roads: 39  

Silk Roads:  

Sea Roads:  

Sand Roads:  

Now the stage is set for us to begin our AP World, Modern course at 1200 AD! 






















































































