Newton Municipal School District

Newton Municipal School District — Regular Board Meeting
T January 15, 2026 | () 5:30 PM

Location: Newton High School Auditorium

Learning, Inspiring, & Thriving...As One

“It is always a Great Day to be a Tiger”

Board Members Present Others Present

Mrs. Shannon Moore, President Mrs. Cola Shelby, Superintendent

Mrs. Jo Beth Bounds, Secretary Mr. Brian Mayo, Board Attorney

Mr. Ryan Oakley, Vice President (absent) Dr. Natasha Porter, Asst. Superintendent
Ms. Jhaddaka Leverette-Member (shoned-in) Mrs. Niceta Hester, Board Clerk

Mrs. Machell Frazier, Asst. Secretary

MISSION STATEMENT

All students will graduate from Newton Municipal School District
college- and career-ready.
I. Call to Order

The Regular Meeting of the Newton Municipal School District Board of Trustees was called to
order at 5:31 p.m. by Mrs. Shannon Moore, Board President.



A. Recognitions (Goals | & lll)

Superintendent Cola Shelby and the Administrative Staff proudly recognized and commended
students, parents, educators, support staff, administrators, and community members for
outstanding academic achievement, professional excellence, leadership, service, and
commitment to the mission and goals of the Newton Municipal School District. These
recognitions align with District Goals | and Ill and reflect the collective dedication to student

success and district-wide excellence.

1. Student Recognitions
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MAAP Perfect Scores (2025-2026)

ACT 20+ Club

ASVAB Achievement

ServSafe Certifications

HOSA Achievements

Braiding Certifications

State Officers (Educators Rising & HOSA)
E-Sports Recognition

2. District & School Recognitions
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Parent of the Year

Support Staff of the Year

New Teacher of the Year
Teacher of the Year

District Parent of the Year
District Support Staff of the Year
District New Teacher of the Year
District Teacher of the Year
District Administrator of the Year
Tiger Award

Top Tiger Award

Academic Excellence
Appreciation of School Board Members



Il. Election of School Board Officers

On a motion duly made by Frazier and seconded by Bounds, the Board approved the election of
the following School Board Officers:

Shannon Moore, Board President

Machell Frazier, Vice President

Jhaddaka Leverette, Secretary

Jo Beth Bounds, Asst. Secretary

Ryan Oakley, Member

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye.

The motion passed unanimously.

lll. Approval of Agenda and Minutes

A. Agenda
B. Minutes — December 11, 2025

On a motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Frazier, the Board approved ltem ||l
Approval of Agenda and Minutes.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye.

The motion passed unanimously.

IV. Public Input
The Board provided the opportunity for public input.
(No public comments were recorded.)

V. Recommendation to Approve Consent Agenda (Goalis |, Il lll & IV)

The Superintendent recommended approval of the Consent Agenda, which included the
following items:

e Disposal of Fixed Assets
e Rosemont Consulting Contract



NES BETA Convention (February 25-27, 2026)

NMSD District Test Security Plan (Spring—Fall 2026)

Newton Elementary Test Security Plan (Spring—Fall 2026)

N. H. Pilate Middle School Test Security Plan (Spring—Fall 2026)
NHS Test Security Plan (Spring—Fall 2026)

NHS Girls Flag Football (MHSAA)

NHS Softball Team Paraprofessional (Volunteer)

NHS Fundraiser Requests

Newton High School Notice of Donations Received

On a motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Frazier, the Board approved ltem V.
Recommendation to Approve Consent Agenda (Goals |, II, Ill & IV)

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye.

The motion passed unanimously.

VI. Permission for Use of Practice Field — Empress Yoga and Wellness LLC

The Board considered the request from Empress Yoga and Wellness LLC for permission to
use the District practice field.

After discussion, on a motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Frazier, the Board voted
unanimously to deny the request for ltem VI. Permission for use of Practice Field-Empress Yoga
and Wellness LLC.

The vote was: Moore - aye; Leverette - aye; Frazier - aye; and Bounds - Aye.

The motion passed unanimously, and the request was not approved.

VIl. Recommendation to Approve Out-of-State Travel
The Superintendent recommended approval of the following out-of-state travel requests:

e Nike Coaching Clinic — Atlanta, Georgia
BOOST Conference — District Office of Curriculum

On a motion duly made by Frazier and seconded by Bounds, the Board approved ltem ViII.
Recommendation to Approve out-of-state travel requests as presented.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye.

The motion passed unanimously.



VIil. Recommendation to Approve New Payday Date

The Superintendent recommended approval to change the current payday for January 2026,
from January 30, 2026, to January 23, 2026.

On a motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Frazier, the Board approved Item ViIlI.
Recommendation to Approve New Payday for January 2026.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye
The motion passed unanimously.

IX. Recommendation to Approve Financials (Goal Il)

The Board reviewed and considered the following financial reports presented by Ms. Angela
Hicks, Chief Financial Officer which were recommended for approval by the Superintendent:

Claims Docket (Summary and Detailed)
Cash Balance Statement

Budget Status Statement

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures
Cash Flow Statement

Statement of Fund Balance

Bank Reconciliation

On a motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Frazier, the Board approved Item IX.
Recommendation to Approve Financials (Goal ll) as presented.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye
The motion passed unanimously.
X. Recommendation to Approve Personnel (Goal I)

The Superintendent recommended approval of Certified and Classified Personnel as presented.

On a motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Frazier, the Board approved ltem X.
Recommendation to Approve Personnel (Goal 1) as presented.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye
The motion passed unanimously.



XI. Recommendation to Approve Policies Revision & Review (Goals I, Il lll

&IV)

On a motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Frazier, the Board approved Item XI.
Recommendation to Approve Policies for Revision and Review as presented.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye
The motion passed unanimously.

XIl. Superintendent’s Overview

Mrs. Cola Shelby, Superintendent, provided an informational overview which included:

Schools Winter Weather Emergency Checklist
2026-2027 Letters of Intent

MSBA Annual Conference (February 24-26, 2026)
NMSD 2026 Spring Sports Schedules

Graduation Rate 2024-2025

BCBS Healthy Schools Grant

On a motion duly made by Frazier and seconded by Bounds, the Board approved Item XIl.
Superintendent’s Overview as presented.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye
The motion passed unanimously.

XIll. Recommendation to Approve Assistance from the Legislature of the
State of Mississippi

Attorney Brian Mayo presented insightful information regarding Item XII. Recommendation to
Approve Assistance from the Legislature of the State of Mississippi. The Resolution was also
presented.

On a motion duly made by Frazier and seconded by Bounds, the Board approved Item XIIl.
Recommendation to Approve Assistance from the Legislature of the State of Mississippi as
presented.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye
The motion passed unanimously.

XIV. Attorney Update

Mr. Brian Mayo, Board Attorney, provided an update to the Board.
(Informational only.)



XV. Next Board Meeting

The next Regular Board Meeting will be held on February 9, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.

XVI. Adjournment

There being no further business, on motion duly made by Bounds and seconded by Leverette,
the Board approved ltem XVI. Adjournment.

The vote was: Moore — aye; Leverette — aye; Frazier — aye; and Bounds-aye
The motion passed unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m.
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Signature of Board President: Mrs. Shannon Moore Date




