Title Author
All Time Best Soccer Emma Carlson
Teams (Soccer Mania) Berne

This Book is Dangerous Ben Clanton

Grumpy Monkey Mine! Suzanne Lang

boardbook

Chicka Chicka Peep Julien Chung
Peep

Hear Bear Roar Pl Kids

Audience

Level
K-3

lower elementary

lower elementary  K-3

lower elementary  Prek-2

lower elementary  K-3

lower elementary

Interest

PreK-2

Review

PreS-K-Each book in this simple collection for young
soccer fans focuses on a different aspect of the sport, such
as famous male and female players, unforgettable
moments, and the World Cup. The content is presented
through short text boxes of one or two sentences on
colorful spreads with soccer ball overlays. Facing pages
feature large action photographs that show players in their
biggest moments. The writing is clear and simple, making
the books easy to follow while still sparking curiosity and
encouraging readers to learn more. Each book features a
table of contents, a glossary, an index, and a "learn more"
section. VERDICT A fine choice for beginning readers who
want an introduction to the world's most popular sport. ©
Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted

Kirkus The classic picture book Chicka Chicka Boom Boom
(1989) gets a makeover for Easter as the letters of the
alphabet locate and decorate eggs. The mission is simple:
“Chicka chicka peek peek. / Everybody seek seek! / Find
all the eggs / in the pretty pink tree” The letters are making
their way up the flowering tree in search of the hidden eggs
when a “SNEEZE!” scatters everyone and the eggs fall and
crack. Luckily, a bunny hops by with a haul of new ones,
which the letters then paint and bedazzle, eventually
sharing the newly decorated eggs with a group of bunnies.
This picture book is a successfully Easter-fied version of
the original: The letters go up; the letters fall down. Truly,
though, that's all the preschool crowd needs. Chung’s
illustrations are simple and familiar, a direct echo of Chicka
Chicka Boom Boom. The letters appear in colorful, bold,
block form. The book has few added details, just focal
images like the tree and its pink flowers, the colorful eggs,
tufts of grass, and some friendly rabbits. The alphabet
appears in order (both upper- and lowercase letters) at the
book’s open and close. The rhyming text follows the iconic
cadence of the source material, making for a worthy read-
aloud that will keep little hands turning pages. A sweet,
springtime-themed reworking of a beloved tale. (Picture
book. 3-5)

sound book for younger readers

Review

Kirkus Jelly dips tentacles into interactive,
metafictive waters in a series of encounters with
things thorny, toothy, and, well, dangerous. This
picture-book spinoff from the immensely popular
graphic novels about a goofy narwhal and an
anxious jellyfish sees Jelly flying solo. Alarmed by
the title and declaring, “I don’t do dangerous,” Jelly
looks for a way out. An amusing batch of signs
(“Stop,” “Beware,” “Nope”) in bright colors against
the sea-blue background point in multiple directions,
offering no help. Jelly admonishes readers to be
quiet (“not a squeak or a peep”) so as not to wake a
trio of sea serpents sleeping nearby (they wake up,
grinning menacingly) and then cautions readers not
to touch the sunken cannon hidden in the seaweed
(cue the explosion). As Jelly flies through the air,
nearby objects offer only prickly surfaces for landing.
“I don’t know which is more dangerous, you or this
book!” says Jelly, red-faced and scowling. Jelly
eludes a pirate—a large red crab sporting a comical
pencil mustache and a tiny pirate hat—only to swim
into the jaws of a shark. Fortunately, a bottle with the
frightening label “Dangerously Hot Hot Sauce”
provides a solution. This exhilarating adventure
comes to a satisfactory conclusion as Jelly finds a
safe harbor with friend Narwhal, who offers waffles
and a big smile. Clanton’s now-familiar boisterously
cartoonish illustrations are appealing; youngsters will
enjoy feeling both a little bit dangerous and in charge
of their reading experience. Funny, energetic, and
empowering. (Picture book. 4-8)

Review

SLJ PreS-Gr 4-This dangerous book features a new
underwater adventure for Narwhal and Jelly. It's a meta-
take on storytelling in the vein of the classic There's a
Monster at the End of This Book, with Jelly talking directly
to the reader about the fearsome nature of the book's very
title. Readers gets involved in the action as Jelly nervously
(and unsuccessfully) navigates away from danger. The
prompts capitalize on the childish instinct to do the
opposite of what one is told to do. Instead, readers will
delight in heralding Jelly toward more danger. Luckily the
torture has a sweet end. VERDICT A safe way to indulge
nefarious urges, letting kids dabble in destructive
tendencies without actually hurting anyone. © Copyright
2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.



upper elementary  grades 4-

Dork Diaries Tales fromo Rachel Renee
a not-so-fabulous life Full Russell
Color Edition

The Eras of Taylor Swift
set of 11

Fearless Heart Frank Murphy

1, 2, 3, can you count along?  Hemming, Alice

reading level gr 3  grades 2-
5

lower elementary  K-3

Lower Elementary

Horn book Self-professed dork Nikki Maxwell chronicles
her life as the new girl at Westchester Country Day School.
Most of Nikki's diary entries focus on her embarrassing
family trials and run-ins with exaggeratedly mean queen
bee MacKenzie. The writing delivers fluffy sitcom-style
humor for tweens. Font that resembles handwriting,
humorous manga-like doodles, and comic sketches add
authenticity to the format.

Set of 11 books
The 1989 Era

The Evermore Era
The Fearless Era
The Folklore Era
The Lover Era

The Midnight Era
The Red Era

The Reputation Era
The Speak Now Era
The Taylor Swift Era
The Tortured Poet Era

Grades 1-3. In 1998, Surya Bonaly stunned the figure-
skating world with the move that would become her
signature, a backflip landed on one skate. This inspiring
picture-book biography charts Bonaly’s path through
competitive skating, highlighting her power, talent, and
unbreakable spirit, even when judges penalized her for not
conforming to their ideas of what skating (and skaters)
should look like. “The judges didn’t want a / Black figure
skater, skating the way she wanted.” This statement is
paired with an illustration of Bonaly staring defiantly
forward, her bold eyeshadow sparkling, while identical
white skaters pose crowned behind her. Williams does an
excellent job capturing Bonaly’s dynamic, athletic skating
style and eye-catching costumes, pulling together visual
montages of the French skater’s performances and
fondness for jumps. Readers will feel for Bonaly as
Olympic gold slips through her fingers when she achieves
yet another second-place finish, and they’ll cheer when she
lands her backflip—though the text’s poetic phrasing may
confuse readers into thinking she took gold with this
victorious performance, which she did not. Extra facts
about this groundbreaking athlete conclude.

Step into the world of Taylor Swift. Each title dives
into a different album era, exploring stories,
emotions, and real life moments that inspired the
music. Packed with photos, infographics, fun facts.

Booklist K-Gr 3-This illustrated biography of French
figure skater Surya Bonaly is told in poems ("Her
Dawn," "Her Dream," "Her Rise," etc.), with artwork
as vibrant and glittery as an Olympic routine. Bonaly,
who is Black, was adopted and renamed by white
Parents at 18 months. She showed early talent as a
igure skater and worked hard to become the French
champion and European champion. However, at the
highest levels, it seemed, “The judges didn't want a/
Black figure skater,/ skating the way she wanted./
And, maybe,/ they didn't want a/ Black figure skater/
at all." Refusing to accept second place, Bonaly
learned to skate how the judges wanted, but ended
her Olympic career by landing a defiant backflip on
one skate, a move that has not been attempted
before or since. Perhaps due to the poetic nature of
the text, some details are unclear, although back
matter includes more, along with photographs.
Williams's painterly digital art infuses the dynamism
of live figure skating into the spreads; she shows
Bonaly in a variety of athletic poses, including her
trademark backflip, and wearing different costumes,
hairstyles, and makeup. Certain active words in the
text are accentuated for their meaning and contribute
to the sense of movement the illustrations create.
VERDICT A tad uneven, but with standout
illustrations; a good choice for libraries where books
about groundbreaking athletes such as Raven
Wilkinson (Leda Shubert's Trailblazer) and Misty
Copeland (her own Firebird) are popular.-Jenny Arch
© Copyright 2022. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.



Title

A Super Scary Narwhalloween
(A Narwhal and Jelly Book #8)

A tale of plagues and
perfumes

Author

Clanton, Ben

Halpern, Jake

Audience

Lower Elementary

Middle School

Interest
Level

K-3

‘ Review

School Library Journal (August 1, 2023) K-Gr 3-Sure,
Clanton is the author here, but when he's not initially
included in the opening credits, he playfully inserts himself
anyway: "With narration by Ben Clawww-ton... uhh,
Clanton." His energetic humor sets the stage for a
charming, full-cast production of his latest, bestselling
"Narwhal and Jelly" early graphic series. The eighth entry
includes three adventurous (not too super scary, really!)
shorts that celebrate empathy and friendship, jauntily
interrupted by three informative interstitials that provide
complementary information, from real-life sea creatures
(vampire squids are not really vampires) to bats (and their
guano-"That's pooper! | mean super!"). A much-
appreciated who-read-who cast list (thankfully, mostly the
same since Book 1) appends the recording-revealing
Clanton (again) was also Mr. Blowfish! Kiddie fave Kirby
Heyborne stands out as sweet Jelly and Dion Graham
extends his reach as Octopus. VERDICT Halloween might
be only once a year, but sea-loving fans will want easy
access to this title any time. © Copyright 2023. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal Xpress starred (January 30, 2026)
Gr 5 Up-Outcast and orphaned at the age of 12, Nia is a
Sinsory living in the city of Yerat, where there is little water
and it's everyone for themselves. Sinsories have
supernatural senses, such as the ability to smell so well
they can detect every note that makes up a scent. Despite
being outcasts in society, Nia's gifts make it necessary for
her to join other Sinsories at the Cloister, a community
where they work together to find a curefume for plagues.
Working at the Cloister means Nia must separate from her
best friend, Fox, and her beloved aunt in hopes of helping
to find a cure for Baalberith, the newest deadly plague
threatening to kill everyone in Yerat and the surrounding
area. While at the Cloister, Nia meets Lowe and Lime, two
trusted friends with whom she works to combat the evil that
lurks in both Yerat and the Cloister itself. High tension, high
stakes, and obstacles at every turn make this novel
unputdownable. Fantasy and science fiction blend nicely
for a nail-biting experience. Nia is a compelling protagonist,
and readers will eagerly follow as she uncovers deadly
secrets and navigates her powers. Nia is described as
having tan skin and dark hair, while most other characters
read as white or as fantasy creatures. VERDICT Highly
recommended for purchase where fantasy and science
fiction are in demand.-Tracy Cronce © Copyright 2026.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media

5-8 Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2023)
Excited Narwhal can't decide which costume to wear
for Halloween, while scared Jelly doesn't plan to
participate. But when Jelly and their friends must
"superfy" themselves to bravely rescue Narwhal from
a "humongously hungry" sea monster (i.e., Narwhal
in too many costume comboonations), that gives
Narwhal the perfect costume idea for their
Narwhalloween party...featuring waffles, of course.
Humorous puns abound; the varied panel structure
and dynamic character expressions in this graphic
novel for transitional readers help build age-
appropriate suspense. This entertaining eighth
series entry includes three "story chapters" plus facts
about potentially scary real-life creatures and a
"Super Waffle, Strawberry Sidekick and the Bat
Attack" comic interlude. Cynthia K. Ritter
September/October 2023 p.23

Booklist (January 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 9)) Grades
4-7. The prospect of being labeled a Sinsory horrifies
Nia, who has witnessed the brutal treatment such
gifted individuals can be subjected to. Nevertheless,
there’s no denying that her sense of smell is
incredibly heightened. It's Nia’s nose that eventually
saves her from her life on the street, sniffing out a
relative in Yerat who happily takes her in. Two
devastating developments reverse her good fortune,
however: a plague hits Yerat's shore just as Nia is
tapped to join the Cloister—the sequestered home of
the Sinsories, who have historically developed cures
for plagues. Halpern and Kujawinski create an
adventurous riff on the witch fantasy, which sees
those with special sense-based abilities and
knowledge as targets for persecution, while also
dipping into how power can be corrupted. Nia is a
scrappy protagonist whose personality and impulses
find balance with two new friends in the Cloister. The
high-stakes plot moves at a quick clip, and evocative
sensory language brings the world to life. A fun (and
fragrant) underdog tale.

Review



Title

Amari and the metalwork
menace

Art with heart

Back to nature
Beware of the dino-snake
Breaking Out!

Author

Alston, B. B
Alpine, Rachele

Alpine, Rachele
Tan, Susan
Spiotto, Joey

Audience

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary
Lower Elementary
Upper Elementary

Interest

Level

K-3

3-6
3-6

3-6

3-6

Review

School Library Journal starred (January 1, 2026) Gr 5-8-
Eighth grader Amari Peters, one of the greatest magicians
of all time, is done with magic. She wants to focus on being
a normal kid, so she will retire as a Junior Ranger from the
Bureau of Supernatural Affairs. This means losing all her
memories, which will erase the wracking guilt and grief of
having lost a mentor in her last mission, and it will mean
giving up on her friends when they need her as a huge
crisis looms. "The Menace" is overtaking the supernatural
world. In her attempt to save her loved ones, Amari must
join with her archnemesis Dylan, break every rule made by
The Bureau and Government, and create mass mayhem.
When dealing with the newly resurrected First Wizard, evil
to his mechanical core, perhaps breaking rules is the only
way to save the world; perhaps it will spell disaster.
References to past cases and relationships between
characters are broadly explained in this fourth installment,
so it is recommended to read the books in order. Filled with
multidimensional characters who are not all good or all evil,
this fantasy features characters who are also varied in their
backgrounds. Amari and her brother Quinton are both
Black. Action-packed scenes that aren't always predictable
in their outcome make this fantasy even stronger and will
keep readers turning pages. VERDICT This volume and
the series are highly recommended for purchase as it
continues to be a strong, exciting fantasy that features true
Black girl magic and adventure that will appeal to many
readers.-Clare A. Dombrowski © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal Xpress (December 3, 2021) Gr 2-4-
Ruby loves her well-ordered life. But lately, Ruby's home
has grown chaotic with the anticipation of a new baby, and
she feels forgotten. To remedy this, Ruby's dad takes her
and the rest of "The Invincible Girls Club" on a tech-free
camping trip. Classic camping fun and catastrophes ensue,
while Ruby's mom and grandma prepare a big surprise for
the girl at home. Comic-style illustrations are infrequent,
but highlight key events and show the ethnic diversity of
the characters. The "Invincible Girls Club" series fits into an
important niche on the upper end of difficulty for the
chapter book range. The story is sweet and positive, if a bit
more predictable than it needs to be for the intended
audience. Back matter introduces the reader to several
real-life "Invincible Girls" who have done remarkable things
related to the outdoors and the natural world, along with a
list of ways for readers to be more invincible, too. The
author also shares her own experience as a camper and
staff member at a summer camp. VERDICT This is an
uplifting installment in a very positive series, and while this
volume does not show the club engaged in community
service as the prior ones do, it presents upbeat messages
about spending time in nature, speaking up for yourself,
and taking much-needed breaks from technology. A solid
addition to chapter book collections.-Kelly Jahng ©
Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review

Review



Title

Butt or face? Vol. 4,Ador-a-
butts!

Camp Monster

Author

Lavelle, Kari

Messner, Kate

Audience

Lower Elementary

Upper Elementary

Interest
Level

K-3

‘ Review

Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2025) The fourth entry in a
tail-wagging game for young animal lovers. With a fresh set
of artfully angled and framed photos, Lavelle again
challenges viewers to guess whether they’re looking at the
“fetching faces” or “beguiling butts” of 13 creatures, from a
pink fairy armadillo to an emperor penguin. Turning the
page reveals not only the answer, with a full-body photo,
but boxes of pun-laden invitations to “Face the Facts” or go
“Beyond the Backside” to learn a few basics about each
animal’s habits and habitat. “You can’t spell ‘repeat’ without
e-a-t,” she writes, for example, about the quokka’s habit of
chowing down on food it has just barfed up, and thanks to
coral-like tubercules on its skin that help it hide from
predators, the reef-dwelling pygmy seahorse is “hard to
sea!” “What a re-leaf!” she notes after describing how, once
a week, sloths slowly travel to the forest floor to defecate.
As usual, she ends with a clever kicker—a baby wombat
peeking from its mom’s backward facing pouch, so that
both answers are correct—on the way to closing deposits
of additional data. Fundament-ally sound approach to
natural history, with built-in hilarity. (author’s note, sources,
map) (Informational picture book. 5-7)

School Library Journal (November 1, 2025) Gr 3-6-Tasha
and her parents-yetis themselves-live in a world full of
friendly monsters. When Tasha's parents decide to reopen
Camp Yeti, they quickly pivot due to a lack of interest (or
perhaps a lack of other Yetis) and instead open Camp
Monster. Once everyone arrives, there's plenty of adjusting
to do as campers learn to get along, face their fears, and
work together. And work together they must when the
threat of humans discovering their existence puts the
camp's safety at risk. This delightful story will leave young
readers longing for summer break and an equally exciting
adventure of their own. It's packed with humor, heart, and
plenty of "awe-shucks" moments. Despite the book's
monster-filled backdrop, Messner and Koch capture the
true spirit of the camp experience. Bright, colorful
illustrations add energy and help the story move along at a
lively pace. VERDICT A strong addition to any library
serving young elementary readers.-Esther Keller ©
Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution

3-6 permitted.

Review

Booklist (January 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 9)) Grades
3-6. Tasha's family has owned Camp Yeti for
generations. However, due to the decline in yeti
enrollment, they have recently decided to rebrand it
to Camp Monster and open their doors to all
monsters, not just yetis, this summer. While Tasha
and her family are excited to share their camp
experience with a new generation of monsters,
they're nervous about how all the campers will get
along. When summer starts, all manner of young
monsters, including goblin brothers, a werewolf, a
vampire, and even an ogress, enroll in the camp,
and as expected, many of the new campers butt
heads initially. But when the camp counselors inform
the campers that there may be humans in the
woods, the young campers must band together to
save the camp and prevent the humans from finding
it. Alongside the colorful cartoon artwork packed with
vividly rendered monster characters, letters from the
campers provide deeper insight into their characters.
Elementary readers who like friendship stories and
monsters will find a humorous and heartfelt
combination of the two here.

Review



Interest

Title Author Audience Level Review Review

‘ Review

Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025) A feline framed for a world-
destroying plot goes to dramatic lengths to reveal the true
villain. Princess Beautiful, an internet superstar, started her
story as a self-obsessed, demanding diva. The earlier
books in the trilogy saw her attempting to clear her name
and discovering the real bad guy: Thaddeus Cash, a
scheming media mogul and the father of her boyfriend,
Catrick. Cash harnesses Beautiful’s internet celebrity for
evil, broadcasting a video that brainwashes viewers into
believing that he’s president of the United States. With
most elements essential to the narrative already revealed,
this tale sees our protagonist trying to put a stop to Cash’s
corruption. The first two installments were compelling and
suspenseful, with a premise that was darkly comedic in its
likeness to real-world manipulators of mass media. In his
latest, Blabey sacrifices tension and character
development for high-energy action sequences. Though a
bit loosely plotted, this third-act romp still offers thrills and
plenty of humor, including an improbable but hilarious
scene in which a subway car careens into a helicopter.
Readers will cheer as Princess Beautiful finds her true
calling as a nunchucks-wielding action hero. Loose-lined,
expressive grayscale cartoon artwork punctuated by pops
of red bring plenty of drama. Familiarity with the earlier two
books in the series is a must for readers of the newest
volume. A silly series finale, rife with action and hijinks.
(Graphic fiction. 7-12)

Cat on the run in Hidden
layers!

(=2}

Blabey, Aaron Upper Elementary 3-

CatStronauts. Cosmic clutter  Brockington, Drew Lower Elementary K-3

Upper Elementary

School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-Secrets get
heavier the longer we carry them, and Jason is learning
that lesson the hard way. Threatened by bullies, Jason
makes a very poor decision and things just keep getting
worse. But then he meets Mia, who makes his heart pound
and his head spin. Their schoolwork, his job as a chef, and
her job as the front desk clerk at the Calivista Hotel limit
their time together, but they build a lovely and tender
friendship that helps Jason process his doubts and fears.
Jason's parents also face their own ethical dilemmas.
Themes of honesty and being your authentic self are
sensitively investigated, with scenes that are equally
awkward, hilarious, and deeply emotional. Elements of
Chinese culture are deftly woven through the story without
overpowering the ever-twisting and engaging plot.
Genuinely funny, heartbreaking, and sensitively written,
this book will appeal to readers who are looking for a male
main character with interests other than sports or gaming.
They will become fast fans of Jason. VERDICT Waste no
time in adding this series to your shelves. It's a winner. ©
Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution

3-6 permitted.

Booklist starred (August 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 22))
Grades 4-7. Yang delivers another unforgettable
story in the sixth book in her beloved Front Desk
series—this time writing from Jason Yao’s
perspective. For the first time, readers get an honest,
heartfelt, and often hilarious glimpse inside the mind
of Jason: a foodloving eighth-grader with big
dreams, a hot temper, and a secret he’s been
holding onto for too long. Set in 1990s Anaheim,
California, the story follows Jason as he tries to
impress his new girlfriend, Mia Tang, and prove to
himself—and everyone else—that he’s more than
just the motel owners’ son. But when his efforts to fit
in lead to a serious mistake, Jason must learn the
true secret ingredients to any good relationship:
respect, trust, and patience. Jason’s journey is full of
cringe-worthy moments and emotional growth, from
awkward boy talk at the country club to honest
letters in Mia’s newspaper, The Scoop. Yang deftly
explores themes of privilege, identity, and self-worth
with her trademark humor and emotional insight,
reminding readers that making mistakes is part of
growing up—and that the courage to be yourself is
the best recipe for life. A standout addition to a
beloved series full of warmth, laughs, and real talk.
Highly recommended for all middle-grade
collections.



Title

Corner kick!

Curlfriends. Book 2,Back in
business

Dawn of the Axolotl
Dawn on the Coast

Interest

Author Audience Level
Maraniss, Andrew Lower Elementary K-3

Miller, Sharee Upper Elementary 3-6
Tan, Susan Lower Elementary K-3

Nopra, Arley Upper Elementary 3-6

‘ Review Review

School Library Journal (February 1, 2026) Gr 1-3-Third
graders Mo, Ruby, and Jasper are friends and classmates.
Ruby and Mo are excited when their teacher announces
that they will have a week of World Cup-inspired lessons
and a soccer tournament with other local schools. Jasper is
a good football, baseball, and basketball player but
becomes frustrated with learning soccer. He is jealous of
Ruby's and Mo's skills, and especially of how well new
student Sofia plays. Themes of friendship and
sportsmanship develop through the story. Attractively
designed nonfiction elements, such as the history of the
World Cup, background on some countries that participate,
and descriptions of soccer rules, terms, and player
positions make this book comprehensible to children who
may know nothing about the sport. A "Questions and
Activities" section provides useful extensions for parents or
teachers. Ruby makes sure that the others remember there
is a women's World Cup as well, and several female and
male soccer stars are mentioned. Black-and-white cartoon-
style illustrations depict a varied classroom, including
children with varying skin tones and hair types; Jasper is
white, Ruby is Black, and Mo has brown skin and speaks
Spanish. Part of the "Branches" series of transitional
readers, this short chapter book provides a useful bridge
between beginning readers and longer fiction. VERDICT
Fans of the "Ballpark Mysteries" and "MVP" series by
David A. Kelly will enjoy this informative, accessible soccer
story.-Lucinda Whitehurst © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2025) In this second series
entry, a problem-solving 12-year-old attempts, with the help
of her friends, to solve her mother’s financial problems.
Nola Washington is a fashion-forward Black tween who
dreams of becoming a hairdresser like her mother and
inheriting the beauty shop her grandmother founded. After
Ella once again surprises her circle of friends by signing
them up for something without asking—this time
committing them to dancing in the school talent show—
Nola, who's used to being the fixer in their group, agrees to
be their leader. But Nola’s vision of talent show success
hits a snag when she asks for money for a new outfit and
Mom only hands over $20. She's always had a rock-solid
relationship with her mother—whom she sees as “living
proof that women can have it all. A thriving business, a
daughter on the honor roll, and the best wardrobe in town’
—but her mom’s attempt to hide their financial problems
affects their relationship and spills over into Nola’s grades
and social commitments. After she turns to her friends for
support, they brainstorm a grand plan to turn the salon
around. While Nola’s storyline is the focus of the narrative,
each character within the friend circle has a distinct voice.
Miller effectively uses the graphic novel format to offer a
nuanced portrayal of Nola’s awareness of adult financial
stressors while also keeping the solutions she proposes
kid-centric. A heartfelt cross-generational look at
vulnerability and the need for community. (Graphic fiction.
8-12)

Review



Title

Author

DnDoggos. Spells like trouble  Underhill, Scout

Dragon Kingdom of Wrenly.
12,Restless ruins

El tornado de Joplin, 2011
Exit Elsewhere

Fifth Grade Top Dog
Finding Nemo

Quinn, Jordan

Tarshis, Lauren
Quinn, Jordan
Spinelli, Jerry
Hoshino, Ryuichi

Audience

Upper Elementary

Lower Elementary

Upper Elementary
Lower Elementary
Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

Interest

Level

K-3

K-3

35

(2]

3-6

3-6
3-6

Review Review

Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2025) The gaming skills of
the DnDoggos are tested once again as they battle Maxilla
for a second time. Level two pups Tonka, Pickles, and
Zoey embark on a second tabletop role-playing game
session led by Game Master Magnus. The three heroes
must conquer complex rule books to acquire new spells
and gain hit points while Magnus encouragingly aids the
party in leveling up. When new feline friend Toast joins the
game, the party gains a sorcerer who’s unafraid of casting
risky spells from a book of Feral Magic. Pickles, Zoey, and
Tonka (who uses he/they pronouns) will need Toast's help
facing the Dog Bone Fang Gang and once more defeating
Maxilla, the evil mastermind who woke the world’s giants
using the Ultimate Squeaker. Following the same format as
the series opener, the gameplay scenes are differentiated
from the tabletop scenes through contrasting artistic styles,
a design choice that highlights the power of imagination to
create full immersion when playing. Original creatures such
as ponpons and camagoats contribute to the fantastical
world in which the DnDoggos find themselves playing.
Demonstrating gameplay tips, such as the “rule of cool,”
creative minis, and the leveling process, this sequel
educates those who are newer to TTRPGs while
entertaining both novice and experienced players.
Creatively showcases the immersive power of tabletop
role-playing games. (gaming tips) (Graphic fantasy. 8-12)

School Library Journal Xpress (January 30, 2026) Gr 2-6-
The latest captivating Spanish-language edition from
Tarshis's popular "l Survived" series puts readers right in
the middle of the 2011 tornado that hit Joplin, MO. Eleven-
year-old Dexter James's fictional firsthand account
reimagines how a powerful twister ripped through the rural
community of Joplin. Members of Dex's family have been
in the town since 1925. The relatable Dex wants to witness
weather cells' power up close, so he volunteers to help Dr.
Norman Gage's storm chaser crew. Upon racing back to
Joplin, Dex and Dr. Gage are hit head-on by the storm, and
Gage is injured. The boy pushes through the chaos,
inspired by older brother Jeremy, who is a Navy SEAL.
This version of Tarshis's novel offers a fast-paced narrative
that informs readers about the climactic changes endured
annually in the Midwest-with deadly consequences.
Readers will keep their fingers crossed for Dex and his
newfound friends, knowing that a reunion with their loved
ones, in true Tarshis tradition, is in store. VERDICT
Another exciting volume in Tarshis's historical fiction
series, this is a must-have for Spanish-language
elementary shelves.-Sharon Sherman © Copyright 2026.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review



School Library Journal (February 1, 2026) K-Gr 2-The
dragons of Dragon Hill are back for a second installment in
this early reader series. Gus the Mushroom Dragon is in
search of his special powers. When going to try out
potential powers with his friend Ember the Fire Dragon,
Gus gets a funny feeling about danger in the apple
orchard. There, he discovers he can communicate with
plants, and using his newfound power, he helps scared
flowers feel safe again. This series is for the younger set
and will get them hooked on dragon tales early. The text is
simple with easy sentences for new readers to work
through, and it is large enough for beginners to easily
navigate. The story is endearing; children will connect with
the characters' emotions and common fears of things like
the dark. The digitally rendered illustrations connect
seamlessly with the text and offer clues to the story. While
there is nothing earth shattering about the story line, the
book represents an important level, serving as a transition
from early readers into longer chapter books; the simple,
pleasing story will encourage new readers to keep going.
VERDICT This charming story will engage new readers,
and the colorful illustrations will help them navigate the
story. It's recommended for purchase.-Jessica Trafton ©
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution

Gus the Mushroom Dragon West, Tracey Lower Elementary K-3 permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2021) Four friends plan an
adoption day for shelter dogs. Lauren loves dogs but can’t
own one due to her stepfather’s allergies, so she
volunteers at the local shelter and encourages her third
grade friends to join her. Their supervisor tells them it's
difficult to find homes for older dogs, and, indeed, Rhett,
her favorite, is still there after weeks. The girls decide to
make a project of finding homes for older dogs. Their
teacher can’t take one, and neither can Lauren’s uncle
Patrick—he and Uncle Imad travel too much. The girls
decide to hold an event at Uncle Patrick’s cupcake shop,
luring people with cupcakes to showcase the dogs up for
adoption. The girls work hard, but when disaster strikes,
the plan must change. But these girls are invincible, right?
The book concludes with short, inspiring bios of
international girls and women who work with animals and
tips for helping shelter dogs. The text reads quickly, and
the sprightly illustrations and book design will hold young
readers’ attention. Adults may groan, but some kids will
find the punny chapter titles (“TEAMWORK IS PAW-
SOME”) amusing. The cover of this first series entry shows
Lauren and Ruby (who is chubby) as White, Emelyn with
light brown skin and straight black hair, and Myka as Black.
Sadly, Myka’s large family is described as especially loud,
reflecting two common stereotypes. Girl power, dogs, and
cupcakes provide a good mix for an easy chapter book.
Home sweet forever home Alpine, Rachele Upper Elementary 3-6 (Fiction. 7-9)




Horse camp : a horse girl
mystery

| Survived the Bombing of
Pearl Harbor, 1941

Seim, Carrie

Tarshis, Lauren

Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary

3-6

3-6

Booklist (May 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 17)) Grades 4-7. Willa
gets the opportunity to live out all her #HorseGirl dreams
when she receives an anonymous scholarship to Juniper
Ranch Horse Camp. Alongside her friends (and frenemy
Amara) from her barn back home, Willa improves her skills
and transforms from novice rider to confident horse
handler. She bonds with friends new and old as well as
with her trusty horse, Bandit. A camp mystery unfolds when
Amara’s show horse, Silver Streak, goes missing, and the
last person to see him is Willa. She must carefully sift
through her list of suspects and piece together clues to
regain the faith of Amara and safely bring back Silver
Streak. Puzzle pieces connect for a slightly unpredictable
and completely sweet resolution, seeing strengthening
friendships, solutions to every problem, and plenty of
affection for the horse-loving community. Willa’s humorous
voice is heard through footnotes explaining terminology as
well as countless horse puns. A stepping stone to the
Saddlehill Academy series and perfect for any horse lover,
regardless of whether they read Seim’s previous book,
Horse Girl (2021).

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2025) When the beloved
horse belonging to a “former frenemy” disappears,
can first-time camper Willa solve the mystery?
Having moved frequently for her mother’s military
career, 14-year-old aspiring #HorseGirl Willa only
started taking riding lessons a year ago. When she
gets a scholarship to the Colorado English-riding
horse camp all her stable besties attend, it's an

though, that wealthy Amara gets to break camp rules
and bring her own horse. Apparently, Amara’s
parents’ donation has bought her that privilege—and
Amara taunts Willa with the revelation that they've
even funded Willa’s attendance, which Willa thought
was awarded for merit. When Amara’s horse goes
missing, Willa, feeling guilty for possibly leaving a
gate open, determines to find Silver Streak herself.
But even after she figures out it was a horsenapping,
Willa keeps investigating. She’ll prove she belongs
at Juniper Ranch! Enthusiastic, dramatic, and
awkward, Willa peppers her narrative with exuberant
punctuation, hilarious parenthetical asides,
handwritten notes, and more. Horse lovers will
appreciate the equine activities and details (including
plentiful informative footnotes), mystery fans will
enjoy the solid plot and fast pace, and those who like
realistic fiction will love the friend drama and Willa’s
crush on fellow camper Pasquale. Though the main
characters have some depth, white-presenting Willa
reads younger than 14, and the secondary
characters are thinly sketched. The happy ending is
more aspirational than realistic but still satisfying. A
fun, breezy, and enthusiastically punctuated camp
mystery for readers who devour horse stories.
(Mystery. 9-13)



| survived the California
wildfires, 2018

InvestiGators --Weather or Not

Junie B. Jones and Her Big
Fat Mouth The Graphic Novel

Karen's Surprise --A Graphic
Novel

Katie the Catsitter 5 Villain
Con

La magia desaparecida
La nueva mascota de Eva
Legend of the Sea Dragon

Ball, Georgia
Green, John Patrick

Park, Barbara
Grant, Shauna J

Venable, Colleen Af
Elliott, Rebecca
Elliott, Rebecca
Elliott, Rebecca

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

Lower Elementary
Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary
Lower Elementary
Lower Elementary
Lower Elementary

K-3

K-3
K-3
K-3

3-6
3-6

3-6

3-6

School Library Journal Xpress starred (January 16, 2026)
Gr 4-7-Josh Wallace travels with his mother from New
Jersey to Northern California for a tech-free getaway while
his father deals with a "computer glitch" at his bank-which
Josh later discovers is actually a criminal arrest. While
Josh visits extended family at the reptile shelter they run in
California, he and his cousin Holly are trapped in the path
of the 2018 Carr Fire. The duo must navigate a maze of
fire, outrun a terrified mountain lion, and utilize an old zip
line to cross a river to safety. This graphic novel adaptation
of a 2020 entry in Tarshis's "l Survived" series is
relentlessly suspenseful, blending personal drama
regarding family trust with the visceral terror of a natural
disaster. The back matter is exceptionally robust, providing
history on the deadliest U.S. wildfires, the science of
controlled burns, and safety measures like fire shelters.
Anderson's illustrations are essential to the storytelling,
using light and vibrant hues to contrast the peaceful forest
with the flaming wasps of the embers. The panels
effectively convey motion and scale, from the towering
trees to the claustrophobic, smoke-filled escape route. Real
photos of the Carr Fire's aftermath ground the fictionalized
survival story in historical reality. Josh appears to be mixed
race, with tan skin and red hair; his mother and Holly have
brown skin; and the firefighters and other characters reflect
a diverse range of backgrounds. VERDICT An intense,
educational, and visually striking addition to any school
library. This is a must-have for fans of Tarshis's "I
Survived" books and anyone who enjoys high-stakes, gritty
graphic novels.-Richard Winters © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.



Leonard grows a haunted

garden Ciccotello, Mike
Lightfall A Place Between: a

Graphic Novel Probert, Tim
Los Tipos Malos en cortar por

lo sano Blabey, Aaron
Los Tipos Malos en los tienes

detrazzz Blabey, Aaron

Magic Tree House Fact
Tracker Graphic Novel Titanic = Osborne, Mary Pope

Lower Elementary
Middle School

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

Lower Elementary

K-3

School Library Journal (December 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-
Ciccotello brings readers back to the charmingly quirky
world of Leonard, the ghost who built a house for his
spirited family. This time, Leonard has set his ghost heart
on a new adventure: a haunted garden! His family is
puzzled, though, as tiny graves turn into flower beds and
the feeder attracts birds, not bats. The storytelling is
lighthearted and playful, with a gentle sense of humor that
younger readers will enjoy. The illustrations by Ciccotello
(Leonard Builds a Haunted House) are simple yet
engaging, showing just enough detail to bring Leonard's
spooky-but-sweet world to life. The palette and theme
strike the right balance between haunted and
heartwarming, making it a solid seasonal pick for fall or
Halloween story times that succeeds as a fun, easy-to-read
tale that delivers exactly what it promises: a not-too-
spooky, entertaining picture book. Ideal for a quick read-
aloud, it's perfect for little ones who enjoy gentle ghost
stories. VERDICT A simple story with lots of charm, this is
a nice addition to any fall book collection.-Jessica Clark ©
Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2026) After building the
perfect home for himself and his friends, a handy
little ghost attempts to grow a garden. The other
ghosts, who collectively narrate, are hoping for “the
scariest garden EVER. A real boo-tanical fright'—
ideally in the cemetery. But Leonard opts for the
backyard. And instead of weeds, he plants seeds,
much to the consternation of the others, who “don’t
want anything that grows up to be pretty or smell
nice.” Once the garden is in full bloom, the real test
of its spookiness—or lack thereof—arrives when the
ghosts’ human neighbors stop by. Perhaps
unsurprisingly, a group of spirits, even adorable
ones, is a frightening sight to the adults, who
screech in terror, though their child is thrilled at her
new neighbors. Leonard’s a sweet little ghost,
always wearing his gardening hat and work gloves, a
smudge of pink on his cheeks. Each of his friends—
depicted as translucent floating sheets—has their
own distinctive characteristic: a beanie, a hairbow,
glasses, a furrowed brow. An especially captivating
illustration shows the unassuming new seedlings
reaching toward the sky, looking up at Leonard as he
peers down at them, his joy a dramatic contrast to
his friend’s dismay. Quietly determined to create the
garden of his dreams, Leonard is a hero that readers
will root for; the puns and sunny artwork combine for
a story that'’s just right for those who prefer their
Halloween tales on the gentle side. Safely spooky
and downright silly. (Picture book. 4-8)



Marya Khan and the

abominable ski trip Lower Elementary

Marya Khan and the

disastrous class project Lower Elementary

‘ Review

School Library Journal (September 1, 2025) Gr 1-4-This
fulfilling sixth installment of this series follows the ever-
enthusiastic adventurer and third grader, Pakistani
American Marya Kahn. It's winter break, and all Marya
wants to do is drink hot chocolate and have sleepovers
with her best friend Hanna-but Marya's "Winter Break of
Fun" dreams are foiled when her frenemy, Alexa, invites
them both to the very fancy Mountain Valley Ski Resort.
Just before the girls head out to the mountains, Marya's
older sister Aliyah taunts her about the Abominable
Snowman, sparking Marya's determination to prove her
bravery by catching the snow monster. Farugi maintains a
strong, sincere voice for Marya; her dramatic flair, spunk,
and relentless ambition create laugh-out-loud lines while
gently drawing out her real-kid vulnerabilities which will
strongly resonate with readers. Marya's internal dialogue is
smooth and genuine, further developing relationships with
well-loved secondary characters. As with previous titles,
the authentic portrayal of a Pakistani family is neatly
integrated throughout the plot. Readers don't have to be
familiar with the entire series to know and love Marya's
world; this title is certainly strong enough to stand on its
own, however Marya Khan's fans will appreciate brief
callbacks to previous books. Bushry's black-and-white
illustrations provide helpful visual cues to Marya's
daydreams and challenges, emphasizing both emotional
and plot-driven turns in the story. VERDICT Exuberant
storytelling through the endearing voice of a headstrong
heroine continues the playful legacy of this thoughtful
series; returning and new readers will be enchanted by this
latest addition.-Morgan Hanrahan © Copyright 2025.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 2-4-Marya Khan is
partnered with a new boy named Waleed for a class
project. Waleed, who is from Pakistan-the same country as
Marya's family-is very quiet and shy. When Marya starts
working on their project about Pakistan, Waleed initially
refuses to discuss his homeland. Determined to bridge the
gap, Marya makes it her mission to befriend him. Each
chapter opens with a "word of the day," offering fun
vocabulary practice, even though most events unfold within
a single day. Grayscale illustrations break up the text and
add visual interest, making the book especially
approachable for readers transitioning to longer chapter
books. VERDICT A wonderful addition to any collection,
this story offers insights into Pakistani culture and the
challenges-and rewards-of making new friends in a new
place. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review Review

Booklist (November 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 5))
Grades 2-4. On the first morning of winter break,
third-grader Marya Kahn is planning a glorious
“Winter Break of Fun” for her best friend, Hanna, and
herself, when the doorbell rings. Alexa, a classmate
of Marya’s, and Alexa’s aunt are waiting. It soon
becomes apparent that Marya’s parents have agreed
to let their daughter accompany Alexa and her aunt,
along with bestie Hanna, to a ski resort. Hiding her
shock and disappointment about her parents
suddenly changing her plans, Marya packs for the
trip, but she soon makes her own plan. Fans of the
previous five volumes in the Marya Khan series will
not be surprised that she sets a lofty goal for herself:
she will find the Abominable Snowman and prove his
existence. With attractive grayscale illustrations and
realistic first-person narrative, the book will appeal to
children seeking transitional chapter books. Faruqi
realistically portrays many sides of kids' relationships
family members and friends. Meanwhile, Marya's
unexpected trip to a snowy resort offers an
interesting change of scene for most young readers
as well as the main character.

Booklist (April 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 15)) Grades 2-
4. Bright, energetic Marya Khan is joyful when her
third-grade teacher, Miss Piccolo, announces a new
class project. But when she chooses Marya to be
“class buddy” for Waleed, a new Pakistani American
classmate, she has mixed feelings. Waleed is smart
but very shy and unwilling to speak up in class, so
Marya embarks on a campaign to befriend him in
order to ensure that they present an excellent joint
report. Their assigned topic, Pakistan, interests them
both, though Waleed has more firsthand knowledge
of the country. Still, it's Marya’s tactful approach,
patience, and kindness that help Waleed conquer his
stage fright before the oral report is due. But when
they begin introducing their project, talkative Marya
freezes up, to her classmates’ amusement, while
Waleed smoothly takes over the presentation. The
book’s strength lies in Farugi’s ability to recreate the
ups and downs of Marya’s experiences within her
family and her school community. Both the vivid
character portrayals and the many grayscale
illustrations will please readers of this transitional
chapter book from the enjoyable Marya Khan series.
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Monkey King and the world of
myths. 2,The battle of the
beasts

Monsters, Inc.

Mouse & his dog

Author

Lam, Maple
Yamafuiji, Hiromi

Applegate, Katherine

Audience

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary

Interest

Level

‘ Review

Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2025) In this
fast-paced follow-up to graphic novel The Monster and the
Maze (rev. 3/24), plucky super-beast Sun Wukong, the
monster-hunting Monkey King, continues aspiring to be the
first beast to become a god. Joined by his best friend,
Cerberus, Wukong travels to the far east and meets
Momotaro, a human on a quest of his own to recover his
magic weather-controlling mallet from a giant ogre. The two
bond over being "oddballs" and together venture to Demon
Island, where Wukong learns that beasts are on the verge
of war with humans after a human general from the city of
Heian-kyo is suspected of burning the beasts' food crops.
Wukong urges caution and -- believing the crime is really
the work of a monster -- offers to investigate the cause of
the food shortage. Panels in soft, muted colors offer a
variety of perspectives, with some illustrations extending
beyond the borders, complementing the spirited, action-
packed story. Wukong, Cerberus, and fox-shapeshifter Kit
disguise themselves as humans and accompany Momotaro
to the city (beasts are forbidden). Kit's need for revenge
threatens the mission, but the group manages to avert war,
and the community leaders learn lessons in mutual
understanding through the example of these young unlikely
heroes. Back matter provides details about the cast of
characters inspired by Chinese and Japanese folklore.

3-6 Kristine Techavanich November/December 2025 p.70

3-6
Kirkus Reviews (October 1, 2024) An intrepid mouse tries
to help his canine friends find forever homes. This second
visit to the Dogtown animal shelter brings back some
familiar furry faces while introducing a new narrative
perspective—that of one of the mice residing in the
building’s rafters. Mouse enjoys lounging in the basement
with the “unadoptable” pups, among them Buster, a
“bounceback,” who has been adopted several times but
then been returned following a litany of tragicomic mishaps.
There’s also Smokey, the robot dog, who (due to an error
at the factory) randomly emits a tremendous, misery-
inducing smoke alarm sound. Saanvi and Owen, kids from
Dogtown’s Reading Buddies program, also find their way to
the basement, where they spend time with these exiled
animals. Growing mutual affection between the dogs and
children leads Mouse to devise an ambitious plan to help
the dogs get to the apartment building where Saanvi and
Owen live, in pursuit of a happy ending for all involved. The
authors thoughtfully portray the growing relationships, and
moments of breakneck action culminate in a conclusion
that pulls together a dizzying array of moving pieces.
Mouse at times feels more like a literary device than an
integral member of the Dogtown universe, an element
further emphasized by the frequent references to mouse-
focused children’s classics. Final art not seen. A relatable,
entertaining second entry in a charming series. (Fiction. 8-

3-6 12)

Review Review

Kirkus Reviews starred (May 15, 2025) Recast as a
superhero, a legendary Chinese comedic character,
who encountered characters from Greek mythology
in his first outing, continues his mission to quell
monsters. The prologue establishes the central
conflict of this graphic novel, which blends myths
and popular folktales, this time from Chinese and
Japanese cultures. Although they once lived
together in peace, beasts, humans, and gods now
occupy separate realms that are off limits to one
another. The Yao-Qi, or evil energy, takes over
creatures who are consumed by negativity or
“wicked thoughts,” eventually turning them into
monsters. Sun Wukong, the Monkey King,
encounters the equally famous Momotaro, or Peach
Boy, from Japanese folklore, forming an empathic
bond even as they venture to Demon Island. They
meet fox spirit Kit, along with other beasts and yokai
(spirits), and together recover magical treasures
while unraveling mysteries and narrowly averting war
between beasts and humans. Lam again weaves a
colorful and exhilarating pictorial narrative that will
delight readers, inhabited by appealing characters
such as Tofu-Boy. Although the iconic Monkey King
is eternally childlike, in the portrayal of Wukong's
hero’s journey in his human form, he appears as a
young adult, perhaps signaling his interior world.
Lam’s charmingly expressive and endearing
illustrations add humor to this rollicking adventure;
Cerberus, Wukong’s constant companion and a
carry-over from the first book, is adorably fluffy and
rotund. A stellar illustration of the time-honored,
universal power of friendship, communication, and
mutual trust. (character guide, author’s note)
(Graphic adventure. 8-12)



Booklist (October 15, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 4)) Grades 4-6.
One last round of clever games, puns, rebuses to solve,
literary references, tests of character, and valuable prizes
for a cast of 13-year-old contestants brings this bright and
bookish series to a (supposed) close. In fact, Mr.
Lemoncello dangles the most valuable prize of all:
declaring that his entire multibillion-dollar gaming empire is
up for grabs and there will be but one big winner. So it is
that a new set of brainteasers takes Kyle and a rapidly
dwindling group of other platinum ticket-holders from the
mammoth new amusement park Lemoncelloland to the
Dewey depths of the Lemoncello Library. Along with taking
one (possibly) final opportunity to dish out nods and sly
pokes to dozens of fellow authors past and present,
Grabenstein caters to series fans by trotting out characters
from past episodes, yet again pulling the rug out from
under the exaggeratedly villainous Chiltingtons, highlighting
the theme that true winning requires not just individual
effort but cooperation too, and closing with a properly

Mr. Lemoncello's fantabulous magnificent shower of balloons. It all adds up to a

finale Grabenstein, Chris Upper Elementary 3-6 “wondermous” wrap-up.

Kirkus Reviews starred (July 15, 2025) A second round of
bookish riddles and rebuses leads to a stout battle against
the forces of intellectual repression in this graphic remake
of the popular series’ second entry. With teams of avid
young readers from around the country descending on
eccentric Mr. Lemoncello’s fabulous library to compete for
a glittering first prize—a full ride to college—it looks like
Kyle Keeley and his three compatriots have their work cut
out for them. They must also contend with chicanery from
slimy Charles W. Chiltington, his even more reprehensible
mother, and a squirrelly new book-burning nemesis. Are
they up to the challenge? “On your mark. Get set.
Lemoncello—GO!” Holgate’s fluidly drawn assemblages of
actively engaged contestants, expertly colored by
Todeschini, capture the 2016 novel’s narrative vim while
highlighting the young cast's racial diversity. Though some
of the 12 games (like a book cart relay race) are tests of
physical agility, most of them lean on mental acuity as well
as a working knowledge of the Dewey Decimal System,
basic research skills, and wide reading knowledge. The
abundant book references have been updated to include
worthy titles published since the original’s appearance. A
love for libraries and those who value them shines here
more brightly than ever, from the very first poser—a rebus
with a message that bookworms will delight in—onward.
Mr. Lemoncello's Library The dynamic graphic format will draw new fans to this
Olympics, the graphic novel Grabenstein, Chris Upper Elementary 3-6 timeless manifesto for library lovers. (Graphic fiction. 9-13)
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Title Author Audience Level Review Review
Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2026) Living in the
fantastical land of La-Dee-Dah, Wallace the horse
and Poppy the dragon learn to be comfortable with
their preferences while still trying new things. In the
first tale, Poppy pushes back on Wallace’s
assumptions about dragons (nope, they don't all
burn down forests and destroy villages) and instead
soars while embracing the role of (pretend)
superhero. Next, the pair compare the expected
diets of dragons and horses; Poppy much prefers
banana pudding over the typical dragon meal of
“meat and fish and stuff,” while Wallace actually

Booklist (March 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 13)) Grades 1-4. enjoys hay, apples, and carrots. They swap favorites
Wallace the horse and his friend Poppy the dragon are in earnest, a taste experiment that may encourage
sure to please readers of buddy stories in this early reader young readers to expand their own palates. Finally,
comic debut. In a palette of popping colors that practically  after Poppy claims to have gotten a haircut

glow off of the pages, the two pals cavort in the quaint little  (mystifying Wallace, who can’t remember the dragon
medieval town of La-DeeDah in three stories where they ever having had hair), both pals compliment

set out to f ind the difference between superpowers and something new about the other. The exuberant

just traits common to horses and dragons, challenge their  Poppy’s pink and purple design contrasts with mild-
tastes in pudding, and overlook each other’s not-so- mannered Wallace’s brown fur and spots, but their
obvious changes in appearance. In text composed of friendship consistently bridges any differences. Their
nearly all dialogue, the two find plenty to quibble about, but large, round figures, combined with a low panel

no harm comes from their good-natured disagreements. count per page, makes navigation a breeze. Fourth-
They are supportive, ask each other questions to gain wall-breaking humor and concluding gags from a
understanding, and come through with a sense of third character, Goat, add a touch of savvy to the
appreciating their differences. With smart shading and odd-couple formula. Readers will come away from
shadows, Chua’s round characters look so tactile you could this story ready to tally their own superpowers,
reach out and squish 'em. Easy-to-follow panels featuring  favorite foods, and fashion changes. Bright artwork
brisk action, silly social-emotional situations, and cute brings life to a jovial friendship of gentle contrasts

Once upon a Tail Perrott, Audrey Lower Elementary K-3 camaraderie in a fantasy setting make for a fun read. and mutual appreciation. (Graphic fantasy. 6-9)
Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2025) Who says
giants are scary? In this clever riff on “Jack and the
Beanstalk,” Pete the Kitty doesn’t trade in a cow, but
he does buy magic beans for his friend Callie’s
birthday. She’s confused at first, but then they plant
the beans, and, as in the source tale, a “super big”
beanstalk grows overnight. The two curious kittens

School Library Journal Xpress starred (February 13, 2026) channel Jack and climb the beanstalk into a world
PreS-Gr 3-In the latest early reader from the Deans, Pete  above the clouds. There, they find “a magic

the Kitty needs to get a birthday present for a friend. Pete  playground,” and the text begins to indulge in some
the Kitty needs to get a birthday present for his friend early reader—friendly repetition, since “everything is
Callie. He procures some magic beans and the duo plant  super big.” The friends see huge flowers and toys;
them in this charming retelling of Jack and the Beanstalk.  then they hear a giant’s loud voice. While the

When they climb the enormous beanstalk, they meet a cartoon-style illustrations show Pete and Callie wide-
child of the giant who just wants to play the drums. Pete eyed and shaking with fear, it quickly becomes
invites her to join his band playing at the birthday party apparent that they needn’t worry: The giant, named
later. They decide that new friends are the coolest gift of Cindy, is friendly, and she concludes her cry of “Fee!
all! This is an absolutely adorable retelling of this classic Fi! Fo! Fum!” not by scenting blood, but by

story. It is perfect for any emerging reader or for a parent proclaiming, “I just want to play my drums!” Cindy
looking for a shorter story to share with their child. The explains that her mother doesn’t appreciate her
illustrations, rife with vibrant colors and big-eyed feline drumming, and then Pete invites her to climb down
pals, are the perfect level of cuteness that familiar readers  the beanstalk with Callie and him to play in the band
expect from every Pete book. VERDICT This endearing at the birthday party. With an ending befitting a fairy
spin on a classic fairy tale is an absolute must-buy for tale, the narrative concludes, “Friends are the best
every Pete the Cat lover.-Kristin Anderson © Copyright gift of all” as Cindy cradles the kitties in her giant

Pete the Kitty and the 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of ~ arms. An enjoyable book to help new readers reach

beanstalk Dean, Kim Lower Elementary K-3 Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. new heights. (Early reader. 5-7)

Pizza and Taco Scariest

Sleepover Ever! Shaskan, Stephen Lower Elementary K-3

Pug Goes to Hollywood May, Kyla Lower Elementary K-3

Pumpkin Thief Hemming, Alice Lower Elementary K-3

Quilting a legacy Jones, Steph B Upper Elementary 3-6

Recess all-stars Alpine, Rachele Upper Elementary 3-6



School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 1-3-Ember the
power-hungry Chihuahua is back from vacation at Ember
Island and ready to rescue his fellow animal friends Neo,
BeBe, and Steve in this hilarious addition to the "Pets
Rule!" series. After hearing from a canary that there was
trouble back home, Ember returns to find out that the ever-
troublesome raccoons are taking over the neighborhood
one trash can at a time. With the help of his fellow pets,
Ember hatches a plan to stop the raccoons for good. This
series is distinct for its pitch-perfect animal-tinged humor
and frequent illustrations, making it a great pick for both
regular and reluctant readers. VERDICT A worthy series to
have on all library shelves. © Copyright 2025. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,

Revenge of the raccoons Tan, Susan Lower Elementary K-3 Inc. No redistribution permitted.
School of quilting : the
definitive guide Kwan, Jessica Ahlistrand Adult AD

School Library Journal Xpress (October 24, 2025) PreS-Gr
2-Like its predecessors, the third installment of "Earl and
Worm" contains three short stories exploring the unlikely
friendship between the mismatched but devoted duo. All
three tales take place within the span of a single snowy day
(Earl's birthday) and focus on Worm's efforts to give her
friend a suitable birthday celebration. Only the second
story, "The Perfect Present," offers the slapstick humor
readers have come to expect from Pizzoli, as the
characters attempt to take a selfie using Earl's new
camera. The other chapters have less comic relief to offset
Worm's displays of anxiety and insecurity; instead, they
provide starting points for social-emotional learning. Ample
repetition and high predictability make the text accessible
for emerging readers, and the witty illustrations add context
clues to help with trickier words like "shoveled." Fans of
earlier books in the series may be surprised not to find
themselves laughing out loud, but many will relate to
Worm's moments of impatience and self-doubt. VERDICT
A first purchase for early-reader collections.-Amy Reimann
© Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned

Snow problem and other subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution

stories Pizzoli, Greg Lower Elementary K-3 permitted.

Sobrevivi la Guerra de

Independencia de Estados
Unidos, 1776 Ball, Georgia Upper Elementary 3-6



Title

Sockflea A Stuffie in the Wild
Sunny figures it out

Super Pancake and the
Terrible Toast

The 39 clues. 3,The sword
thief

The cosmic adventures of
Astrid and Stella. 5,Blast from
the past!

The Cow in the Dark at Night

The face in the mirror and
other scary stories

The flower thief

Author

Dockrill, Laura
Holm, Jennifer L

Lloyd, Megan Wagner
Templer, Hannah
Moyle, Sabrina
Hannigan, Jess

Brallier, Max

Hemming, Alice

Audience

Lower Elementary
Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary
Lower Elementary
Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest

Level

K-3

K-3
K-3

K-3

K-3

‘ Review

School Library Journal (January 1, 2026) PreS-Gr 2-A
young elephant and their grown-up are preparing for a
super exciting camping trip where marshmallows will be
roasted, and songs will be sung around the campfire. As
packing ensues, consideration is given as to whether to
pack some stuffed animals to accompany them, but the
young elephant decides that they are way too old to be
bringing those along, and "Sugarpie smells like puke
because of that time. And Bad Debbie is, well...bad."
Adorable round-eyed stuffed animals stare blankly back.
Once the tent is set and nighttime falls, the youngster is
having serious misgivings about making it through the night
without a stuffie in tow. Despite being overtired, the grown-
up has a solution; a stuffie made from socks called
Sockflea. The young elephant discovers that in a pinch,
Sockflea will do just great. Sockflea gets the privilege of
joining in the adventures of the remainder of the camping
trip. Digitally illustrated in vivid colors, the book offers
readers something to laugh at on every page. Told from the
young elephant's perspective in a hilarious voice, this story
will give even the youngest readers a book that entertains
and delights. VERDICT This book is a surefire hit for story
hours, providing laugh-out-loud moments contained in an
adorable bundle of elephant energy.-Tracy Cronce ©
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2023) Bird gives Squirrel a
lesson in spring and the flowers that come with it.
Everyone’s favorite overly possessive squirrel, introduced
in The Leaf Thief (2021), returns for a new seasonal tale.
Happy to see the leaves back on their tree, Squirrel is
surprised by odd sounds. Then a strange bird flies at
Squirrel’s head. Squirrel runs to their friend Bird, who has
all the answers: Those noises were a cuckoo’s call and a
bumblebee, and the bird was a swallow—all are signs of
spring. The duo discover a tiny yellow flower, which Bird
says is another sign of spring. Squirrel asserts possession
(of course) and proceeds to try to protect it. Squirrel wants
to keep it from getting wet, but Bird explains the flower
needs the rain. Squirrel tries to safeguard the flower from
the bees until Bird says that bees help flowers. After
Squirrel’s attempt to keep the flower safe under a bucket
nearly kills it, Bird persuades Squirrel to leave the flower
be...and the next morning, they wake to a wonderful
surprise. Hemming'’s naive squirrel and sage bird team up
again for a giggle-inducing lesson about the natural world,
brought to life by Slater’s energetic, bright, digitally created
art, featuring endearing, big-eyed characters. (This book
was reviewed digitally.) A laugh-out-loud tale that also
fosters respect for nature. (flower facts) (Picture book. 4-7)

Review

Booklist starred (March 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 13))
Preschool-Grade 2. What'’s a kid to do when faced
with a night in the woods without a favorite stuffed
animal? Sockflea to the rescue! “Marshmallows on
sticks! Singing by the campfire! And sleeping under
the stars!” exclaims the exuberant five-year-old
elephant who can’t wait for their first family camping
trip. Assuring their grown-up that a stuffie is not
required for the excursion, Mr. Conkie, Gladys,
Sugarpie, and Bad Debbie don’t make the camping-
gear cut, but regret sets in when bedtime draws
near. Created with improvisation by their grown-up,
Sockflea—immediately recognized as a twisted up
pair of “fuzzy, stinky socks”—is initially rejected as a
substitute, but through a bit of creative storytelling,
the little elephant is convinced that the stuffies back
home have sent Sockflea on a special mission to
make things a little easier on the outing. Digitally
rendered illustrations have the look of splashy
watercolors that go outside the inky lines in lots of
bright color combinations. All of the emotions are felt
both through the fun-to-read-aloud text and animated
illustrations full of details; there's no doubt this
winsome story will have fans coming back for
multiple readings. In this story with a cheeky first-
person narration delivered in short and punchy
sentences, grown-ups will recognize the drama, and
kids will love the humor.

Review



Interest
Level Review Review Review

Title Author Audience
The hybrid prince Sutherland, Tui Upper Elementary 3-6
The Island at the Edge of
Night Strange, Lucy Upper Elementary 3-6
The Last Comics on Earth
Across the Doodleverse Brallier, Max Upper Elementary 3-6
Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2025) Terwilliger Trilobite
returns to battle a gas-powered prehistoric pig. In
this third graphic novel installment following Walrus
Brawl at the Mall (2024), Trilobite, paleo-newscaster
Tiffany Timber, “fun-sized dinosaur” Tiny
Spinosaurus, and Amber the Ambulocetus are on
the job. They're trying to find and film an Entelodon
(nicknamed “Heck Pig” by the group). True to form,
events go humorously awry, leaving the Heck Pig—
fueled by rage and fiery farts—consuming everything
in its path. Trilobite and crew fall into financial
hardship and are forced to find work to pay their
debts. Trilobite is dismayed when all he can find is a
School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 3 Up-In the early  job in a sewer, where he cleans up biosludge,
pages of this book, they describe the Japanese term "wabi- formed by a mix of organic and inorganic waste that
sabi," which means "finding beauty in imperfection." This met an unfortunate Al smart sewer. When nemesis
book not only exhibits that in its art style, which is Opabinia offers $25,000 to anyone who can stop
completely hand drawn, but also in the chaos of its plot and Heck Pig, the group must come up with a plan to
characters. In this third title in the series, Trilobite and his stop the pooting porker. Will Bite be able to help
crew are searching for an Entelodont, a prehistoric being while he’s busy scooping sentient sewage? Hale’s
resembling a large wild boar. They find him, but newest installment is an utter delight, and the
inadvertently create a creature of destruction from it. strongest in the series so far, skillfully blending
Combustion occurs and this creature becomes a Hog- prehistoric tidbits with knee-slapping potty humor. A
Rocket, flying around destroying things with teeth and fire.  sage introduction informs readers of the book’s
All is presented with the humor, the author maximizing hand-drawn nature, encouraging them to embrace
irony, odd situations, and exploiting typical disaster and mistakes and assuring them that the volumes may
action-movie tropes. VERDICT This book is a riot and a be enjoyed out of sequence. Tiffany, the lone human
wild ride combined in one. Perfectly imperfect. © Copyright among the cast, appears white in the purple-hued
The mighty bite. Hog-rocket 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of  artwork. Facts and farts: always a winning
ruckus Hale, Nathan Upper Elementary 3-6 Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. combination. (Graphic fantasy. 8-12)

Booklist (November 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 5))
Grades 1-3. In this third installment, Detective Duck
and the pond animals are busy preparing for the
Spring Games. As the competitions unfold, the
animals encounter the dangers of plastic litter, and
Sal the salamander struggles with jealousy over
Willow’s new friendship. Though the mystery

School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) Gr 1-3-In this element is lighter this time around, a missing mallard

third mystery featuring Willow Feathers McBeaver, aka provides an opportunity for teamwork as the animals

Detective Duck, the Pond Squad are thrilled to get invited  band together to solve the problem. With short

to The Emerald Pond Games where they will play games  chapters and plentiful illustrations, this entry is

and get the chance to hang out with new friends, including accessible to emerging chapter-book readers. The

the cool mallard named Maxwell. But when Maxwell goes  bright artwork provides visual cues that support

missing and strange plastic objects float to the surface of =~ comprehension while helping readers follow the

the pond, Willow and her friends start to suspect something action. The story juggles three simultaneous

is awry. Thankfully, Detective Duck is ready to solve the plotlines—environmental awareness, friendship

crime and save their habitat in the process. With an struggles, and the missing duck—which may feel

endearing cast of animal characters, humor, mystery, and  overly complex for some. However, older children

an environmental angle, this series is a delight for kids and  will likely enjoy the silliness. The large cast means

their grown-ups. Short chapters and beautiful, full color that some familiarity with earlier books could be
illustrations are featured throughout, elevating the story helpful, though not strictly necessary. A
and bringing the character to hilarious and charming life. recommended choice for libraries looking to expand

VERDICT Recommended for all collections. © Copyright their early chapter-book collections, especially where
2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of  animal adventures and light mysteries are in
The mystery at Emerald Pond  Winkler, Henry Lower Elementary K-3 Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. demand.



Title

The snow thief
The Sun Thief
Toy story

Toy story 2
Unico --Lost

Unico. 2,Hunted

Author

Hemming, Alice
Hemming, Alice
Koshita, Tetsuhiro
Koshita, Tetsuhiro
Tezuka, Osamu

Sattin, Samuel

Audience

Lower Elementary
Lower Elementary
Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary

Interest

Level

K-3
K-3

3-6

3-6

3-6

‘ Review Review

Kirkus Reviews (July 15, 2024) The ground is all white and
cold, and Squirrel has no idea why. Awakening to find the
grass is gone, Squirrel panics and calls for Bird. Ever
patient Bird explains that sometimes it snows in winter, and
the grass just gets covered. Bird suggests they play in the
snow, but Squirrel says it’s too cold...until Bird introduces
Squirrel to snowballs. Suddenly, Squirrel loves snow. Bird
also explains that snowflakes are all different shapes.
Squirrel’s skeptical. “They’re all small, white blobs.” Then
Squirrel yells, “BIRD! There is SMOKE coming out of my
mouth! Is it because | ate a snowflake?” Bird notes that
sometimes it gets so cold that you can see your breath. A
frozen puddle sends Squirrel sliding into a giant snow
squirrel. Squirrel’s pretty sure that snow squirrel stole some
hazelnuts. Bird explains that's impossible: “It isn’t real—it's
just a SNOW squirrel.” When the snow melts overnight,
Squirrel is convinced the snow squirrel took it all—but at
least the hazelnuts are still there (the builder of the snow
squirrel had used them for the eyes and mouth). Hemming’
s tale, which relies on speech bubbles and text in several
different fonts for emphasis (and overreaction), is as funny
as the first two in the series, while Slater’s digitally created,
colorful illustrations add some slapstick giggles. The book
finishes with a double-page spread of snow facts that
address Squirrel’s concerns. May this endearing pair have
more sneakily educational outings. (Picture book. 2-7)

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025) In this second entry in a
series based on the work of legendary Japanese cartoonist
and animator Tezuka, the tiny unicorn finds himself in a
grim city where a little girl and her grandfather are the last
remaining humans. A monstrous polluting factory
dominates the town, and armed drones patrol the streets.
Unico has no memory of how he arrived, but he recognizes
the word unicorn and understands that he can wield some
special powers. He meets Chiko, a pale, blue-eyed child,
who's deathly ill. The controlling robot known as Mother
reveals her origins and true purpose—now distorted—to
Unico, who, with the aid of Garapachi, a papa mouse with
a family to feed, hopes to help Chiko escape Mother’s
clutches. Unico has to defend his faith in humans when he
endeavors to gain the help of the fey, a community of
magical beings who have been driven underground by
Mother. Meanwhile, the evil goddess Venus covets Unico’s
horn for her own purposes and summons Iver, a reptilian
interstellar hunter from the “deathly garden,” where she’s
stored beings who might be useful to her. She sets Iver
free to seek Unico across space and time and “make him
and those around him suffer.” The storyline is highly
energetic, and the bright, dynamic frames and varied
layouts will sustain readers’ interest. The characters and
intriguing settings are nicely detailed, and the rich colors
and effective use of light and dark contribute to the
atmosphere. Captivating storytelling. (Manga. 9-13)

Review



Title

Wagnificent. 2,A new dog in
the den

WALL-E = Uori

Warriors Graphic Novel The
New Prophecy, Part One of
Three

What color is it?
Where's the leaf thief?

Author

Murguia, Bethanie
Deeney

Shirai, Shiro

Twist, Gibson
Hemming, Alice
Hemming, Alice

Whodonut? : a holiday mystery Funk, Josh

Audience

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary
Lower Elementary
Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest

Level

K-3
K-3

K-3

3-6
3-6

3-6

‘ Review

School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 2 Up-Sage and
her dog, Thunder, are the best of friends. Being the only
dog in the house, Thunder likes to have things a specific
way. This all changes when a friend asks Sage to watch
Byron, and now there are two dogs in the house. As
tensions build, can these two dogs learn to coexist? What
role will Zia, a dog walker and new friend to Sage, play in
this story? Many things change when routines are
interrupted, whether it's by a new baby, a new partner, or a
new pet. We all deal with others coming in and out of our
lives, but it is only when we learn to love and work together
that we discover how deeply friendship has the ability to
become. VERDICT Pet comedy entertains all. Young
readers will learn so much while they laugh at these two
dogs at odds with each other. © Copyright 2025. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2025) Lady Pancake and Sir
French Toast have a mystery on their hands. The beloved
duo are invited to a holiday eve party at a “secret address”
where renowned author Agatha Crispy will read from her
latest, The Mystery Mistletoast Crook. But as they and
several other food-themed guests sit down to hear Agatha
speak, the lights go dark, and when they come back on,
Agatha is empty-handed. Someone has stolen her book. It’
s the only copy, and Agatha refuses to let anyone leave
until the culprit’s been held accountable. Could it be Baron
von Waffle? (He'd “once been a foe.”) Or crafty Biscotti?
Everyone’s a suspect—even Pancake and Toast, who are
known to be mystery buffs. Can our heroes figure it out and
save the day? Funk serves up a heaping helping of puns
and wordplay; posters in the background advertise shows
such as Beauty and the Beets, while eagle-eyed readers
will spot a bust of “Egger Allan Poe” on a shelf in the
library. Making use of rich vocabulary, Funk’s rhyming
verse lends the tale a singsongy energy perfect for read-
alouds. In Kearney'’s crisp illustrations, the expressive
foods have oversize heads and spindly limbs. Delectable
details in the art make for fantastic worldbuilding—Agatha’s
face is covered with sprinkles, and she wields a candy
cane. A humorous and tasty whodunit for budding
detectives—or burgeoning chefs. (Picture book. 4-8)

Review Review

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025) Having reckoned with
wilder impulses in the first series installment,
Thunder the dog faces a fresh challenge under the
tutelage of her human, Sage. In Thunder’s mind, the
pair form a close-knit pack, so when Sage agrees to
take in a foster pup named Byron, Thunder’s life is
thrown into confusion. Although Byron is comically
tiny, his inner canine conscience (represented by a
wolf at his side) is larger and fiercer than Thunder’s.
The minuscule Byron encroaches on Thunder’s
territory: He urinates indoors, sleeps in Thunder’s
bed, and demands that Thunder give him her bone.
Furious, Thunder barks and growls until the smaller
dog scurries out through a hole in the fence. Though
Thunder’s initially elated to have her home to herself,
Sage is devastated to discover Byron gone, and the
two set out to find the runaway. With a clearer
understanding of their household roles (and a happy
ending for everyone), the pets and people alike grow
in awareness of the finer points of inter-canine
interactions. The conflict in this volume adds intrigue
and momentum to the previously established
episodic chapter structure. Murguia’s upbeat cartoon
illustrations are occasionally interrupted by “Thunder’
s Rules” interludes, which highlight what behaviors
are more acceptable for dogs to exhibit with one
another vs. with humans. Sage is light-skinned and
purple-haired; other humans vary in skin tone. A
feel-good tale that invites readers to consider life
from the perspective of their four-legged friends.
(more information on behaviors displayed by dogs
and other canine species) (Graphic fiction. 6-10)



Mermicorns A Mix and Match

Book Richard merritt PreK This is a board book
My Puppy Friends Bendon Publishing PreK This is a board book
Trucks Sarah Powell Prek This is a board book
Book of Happy Natalie Marshall PreK This is a board book
Wish Upon a Rainbow Shannon Hays PreK This is a board book

Nonfiction book A Cody Koala Series-early nonfiction with
QR code links - From Asia to Australia, this series looks at
the continents of our world. Each book gives readers an
introduction to the climate, landforms, plants, animals, and
people of each continent. Labeled maps and fun facts
Asia Claire Vanden Branden lower Elementary K-3 further young readers' learning.
Nonfiction book A Cody Koala Series-early nonfiction with
QR code links - From Asia to Australia, this series looks at
the continents of our world. Each book gives readers an
introduction to the climate, landforms, plants, animals, and
people of each continent. Labeled maps and fun facts
Thailand Claire Vanden Branden lower Elementary K-3 further young readers' learning.
If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a
formulaic series does not exist in a professional
review journal, it may be purchased with an informed
decision made by weighing the factors listed below:
e Reputation and standing of the publisher
e Reputation and standing of the series
e Popular interest
e Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
e Importance of the subject matter to the community
e Need for a balanced, diverse collection
e Curricular needs

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a
formulaic series does not exist in a professional
review journal, it may be purchased with an informed
decision made by weighing the factors listed below:
e Reputation and standing of the publisher

e Reputation and standing of the series

e Popular interest

e Author’s reputation and significance as a writer

e Importance of the subject matter to the community
e Need for a balanced, diverse collection

e Curricular needs

If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a
formulaic series does not exist in a professional
review journal, it may be purchased with an informed
decision made by weighing the factors listed below:
e Reputation and standing of the publisher
e Reputation and standing of the series
e Popular interest
e Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
e Importance of the subject matter to the community
o Need for a balanced, diverse collection

Japan R.L. Van upper Elementary 2-5 e Curricular needs

(&3]

Ukraine R.L. Van Upper Elementary 2-

(%))

Mexico R.L Van upper Elementary 2-



If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a
formulaic series does not exist in a professional
review journal, it may be purchased with an informed
decision made by weighing the factors listed below:
e Reputation and standing of the publisher
e Reputation and standing of the series
e Popular interest
e Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
e Importance of the subject matter to the community
o Need for a balanced, diverse collection

Australia R.L. Van upper Elementary e Curricular needs

Germany Julie Murray lower Elementary PreK-2 Simple and straightforward, each of these new entries in
the Countries series opens with introductory spreads that
highlight key events in the country’s history and its
geographical location, shown on a large world map. Next,
brief chapters present the country’s major cities, land, and
other notable features. Canada introduces Toronto and
Montreal; describes the country’s tundra, mountains, and
lakes; notes its bears, bison, moose, and whales; and
discusses the Canadian specialties of poutine and maple
syrup. France tours French farmland, Mont Blanc, Paris,
and Marseille and covers baked goods, boeufbourguignon,
and the Tour de France. India includes iconic native
animals (Bengal tigers, Asiatic lions, Indian elephants), the
cities of New Delhi and Mumbai, the Taj Mahal, and the
famous figure Mahatma Gandhi. Morocco includes the
country’s beginnings and present government; Casablanca
and Marrakesh; typical Moroccan ingredients; and the
mountains, plains, and Sahara that cover the country. An
additional page features four “awesome landmarks” (most
of which are not introduced elsewhere in the book), as well
as a one-page glossary and a one-page index. Each
spread includes a short paragraph of text, a large photo or
map, and usually an inset map or photo. The photos are
well chosen, and their size helps evoke the featured
locales. Most useful for reference or exploring nonfiction in
early elementary grades
If a review for a nonfiction book or a book in a
formulaic series does not exist in a professional
review journal, it may be purchased with an informed
decision made by weighing the factors listed below:
e Reputation and standing of the publisher
e Reputation and standing of the series
e Popular interest
e Author’s reputation and significance as a writer
e Importance of the subject matter to the community
e Need for a balanced, diverse collection

Pakistan R.L. Van upper Elementary 2-5 e Curricular needs




Military Personnel Julie Murray lower Elementary Grades 1-4 non-fiction Gr 1-3-This slightly more advanced series about
a variety of professions gives basic facts while remaining
interesting and exciting to early readers. Information about
the daily experiences of people in the job, required
education and training, and challenges faced by each
profession are included in these books, as well as fast
facts, a glossary, and an index. Without overwhelming
readers, each spread offers both words and pictures, which
complement each other perfectly and reflect what the text
aims to communicate. In ER Doctors, readers may
recognize the image of a doctor wearing a mask and a face
shield as he tests a patient, making this series realistic and
up-to-date. Both men and women are shown in different
professional roles, and racial diversity is also reflected in
detailed and animated color photographs. Online resources
are included in each book, giving readers more options for
further exploration. VERDICT A solid update for larger
elementary school and public library collections. ©
Copyright 2021. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Big Buddy Countries Set R. L. Van upper Elementary Grades 2-5 Nonfiction book A Cody Koala Series-early nonfiction with
QR code links - From Asia to Australia, this series looks at
the continents of our world. Each book gives readers an
introduction to the climate, landforms, plants, animals, and
people of each continent. Labeled maps and fun facts
further young readers' learning.

Abdo Kids: Countries Set Julie Murray lower Elementary PreK-2 Simple and straightforward, each of these new entries in
the Countries series opens with introductory spreads that
highlight key events in the country’s history and its
geographical location, shown on a large world map. Next,
brief chapters present the country’s major cities, land, and
other notable features. Canada introduces Toronto and
Montreal; describes the country’s tundra, mountains, and
lakes; notes its bears, bison, moose, and whales; and
discusses the Canadian specialties of poutine and maple
syrup. France tours French farmland, Mont Blanc, Paris,
and Marseille and covers baked goods, boeufbourguignon,
and the Tour de France. India includes iconic native
animals (Bengal tigers, Asiatic lions, Indian elephants), the
cities of New Delhi and Mumbai, the Taj Mahal, and the
famous figure Mahatma Gandhi. Morocco includes the
country’s beginnings and present government; Casablanca
and Marrakesh; typical Moroccan ingredients; and the
mountains, plains, and Sahara that cover the country. An
additional page features four “awesome landmarks” (most
of which are not introduced elsewhere in the book), as well
as a one-page glossary and a one-page index. Each
spread includes a short paragraph of text, a large photo or
map, and usually an inset map or photo. The photos are
well chosen, and their size helps evoke the featured
locales. Most useful for reference or exploring nonfiction in
early elementary grades




Buffalo Fluffalo and Puffalo Bess Kalb lower Elementary K-3 A buffalo is disconcerted when his daily routine is disrupted
by a newborn. Kalb begins with the playful rhymes and
rhythms she employed in Buffalo Fluffalo (2024). Fluffalo,
having learned a lesson in cooperation in his earlier outing,
happily cavorts with Ram, Crow, and Prairie Dog before
enjoying some thoughtful alone time and then settling down
to sleep at dusk. A loud wailing sound wakes him at dawn
and continues into daybreak. “What could that be?’ huffed
tired old Fluffalo. / ‘I've said it before—I've had enuffalo!”
When he discovers that the sound is coming from a tiny
buffalo, he becomes both irate and alarmed. Fortunately,
his friends show up and assure him that the little one just
needs some time to learn and grow. Fluffalo calms down
and admits that the baby is a bit cute—something readers
will have already realized, thanks to Kraan’s sweetly
imaginative art. In the ensuing pages, Fluffalo mentors the
loving Puffalo, including the baby in his daily activities and
fielding (some of) Puff’s many questions. Readers with
younger siblings will appreciate the subtle acknowledgment
that Fluffalo’s new role can be taxing, but overall, the tale
affirms the joy of mentoring, while the colorful, stylized art
perfectly complements the upbeat verse. It's easy to
imagine an older child reading this story to a younger one
at bedtime. An endearing ode to big siblinghood. (Picture
book. 4-8)

Leo Messi Big Goals Erica Wainer lower Elementary K-3 A shoutout to “the greatest soccer player of all time.”
Encouraging readers to believe that the sky is the limit,
Wainer suggests that Messi exceeded his own childhood
aspirations. “Even in his biggest little-kid dreams,” she
writes, “could Leo Messi have imagined what life had in
store for him?” Making much of his diminutive size
throughout (“he had a condition that kept him shorter than
most of the kids his age”) but also his exceptional speed
and “laser-focused” style of play, she goes on to lay out
career highlights, from scoring over 200 goals for a youth
league team by age 12 to leading Argentina to a FIFA
World Cup after a 36-year drought in 2022. Adding quick
mentions of his family, his charitable foundation, and his
current team, Inter Miami, she concludes with a
restatement of the earlier question—wondering if he
dreamed of being known all over the world “way back /
when he was the smallest kid on the pitch?” Marianno
opens and closes with a painted collage of Messi sports
cards over the years; in between she depicts him and
young fans of diverse skin color in various uniforms posing
with balls and awards or pointing both index fingers
skyward in his characteristic reaction to scoring. A clear
motivational message to smaller athletes of all sorts.
(Picture-book biography. 6-8)

The Kelce Brothers AWho Hq  Ellen Labrecque lower Elementary K-3

llustrated Biography

A Picture Book of Anne Frank David Adler Upper Elementary 3-6 Gr.2-4.In clear, simple language Adler introduces Anne The brief account introduces the courageous girl and This most recent addition to the Picture Book Biography
Frank and her family to primary grade readers. The author  the horrors of the Holocaust to young readers who  series balances candor with discretion in its presentation
explains Hitler's rise to power and describes the severe are not yet ready to read The Diary of Anne Frank.  of heroine Anne Frank. Adler traces the intersection of
restrictions the Nazis placed on Jews during this period. He Black-and-white drawings -- copies of actual Anne's brief life with the forces of Nazism, chronicling the
details life in the annex where the Franks hid for more than photographs of Anne and her family -- are girl's earliest years in Germany as well as her time spent
two years, their discovery and capture by German soldiers, superimposed on the full-page, occasionally in the now-famous Amsterdam attic and the months
and the cruelties endured by Anne and her sister at awkward illustrations, which are rendered in muted  following arrest and deportation. He refuses to apply the
Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen. An appended note explains tones that appropriately reflect the mood and the standard encomiums about his subject's courage and
how Anne's diary was published and recounts several times. genius, with the result that Anne Frank emerges all the
other interesting sidelights to the story. Ritz's illustrations, more poignantly. Like Adler, Ritz conveys more than
some based on actual photographs, allow Anne's lively familiar icons: she has executed black-and-white drawings
personality to emerge, and yet never appear undignified. closely based on the well-known extant photographs of
One drawing is a labeled cutaway view of the secret Anne and her family and friends, and set these into
apartment where the Franks hid; another, depicting Anne watercolors of, for example, 1930s Germany or Anne
and her sister shortly before their deaths from typhus, is packing her diary. Even her picture of shaven-headed,
particularly haunting. Although the specifics of Anne's brief hollow-eyed Anne and Margot huddled together at
life may be disturbing for some young readers, Adler's Bergen-Belsen avoids cliche and condescension. " Some
presentation is both sensitive and appropriate for the age people find it difficult to understand the Holocaust," Adler
group, making this a worthy purchase. concludes with grace. “'But when they read Anne's diary, it

all becomes real. Then they know one of the victims. They
know Anne Frank." Ages 4-8 . (Apr.)



The Future Book

Fortnite: Epic Our Favorite
Video Games

Minecraft: Epic Our Favorite
Video Games

Pokemon: Epic Our Favorite
Video Games

Life in the US Army

Dog Fact Frenzy
Arianna Grande
Travis Kelce

Dinosaur Fact Frenzy
Reptile Fact Frenzy

Mac Barnett

Kieran Downs
Kieran Downs
Kieran Downs

Mo Barrett

Nikki Potts Fergesun
Suzane Nguyen
Rachael Rose

Mathew J Wedel
Arnald Ringstad

lower Elementary

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

lower Elementary

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary
lower Elementary

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

K-3

K-3

K-3

3-6

3-6

3-6

3-6
3-6

3-6

Frequent collaborators Barnett and Harris (The First
Cat in Space Ate Pizza, rev. 7/22, and sequels) here
report from the future -- and it's quite a trip. "In the
future, the sun is called THE MOON and the moon is
called THE SUN"; morning is night, and vice versa...
Bananas are known as apples, and "APPLES?...We
don't have apples in the future." Barnett's expert
comedic pacing brings the silliness to another
dimension; just when we think we know where the
joke is going, he throws in a zinger to keep us off
balance. The cleanly composed illustrations are
rendered in ink and gouache, which, the copyright
page states, "means something totally different in

Preschool-Grade 3. Prepare for kids to lose their frigging
minds over the latest buffoonery from author Barnett and
enabler Harris. An unknown narrator, in a series of
deadpan, matter-of-fact statements, tells today’s readers
about linguistic life in the future: morning and night have
swapped meanings; noses are called “mushrooms”;
instead of “bless you!” people say, “forgive me, Susan!”;
and instead of saying “sorry,” one would “gently place a
fish on another person’s head,” plus many other
modifications that may seem absurd to a twenty-first
century audience. To match Barnett’s foolishness, Harris’
illustrations give something akin to a loose, Raschkaesque
gouache with a late Carletonian sensibility (think The
Nonsense Show, 2015). The several newly introduced the future." The restraint Harris shows is admirable;
terms are all exhibited together in a concluding short the text is kooky enough without excess high jinks in
comic, in which a future person checks out at the bolly bolly the illustrations. Instead, the visual humor has plenty
hoo hoo (supermarket), and storytime leaders can expect  of sly moments, sure to be appreciated on repeat
the confluence of so much silliness to bring the house visits. (The choice of typeface -- Eames Century
down. This is classic kidlit nonsense, of course, but the Modern -- is an inspired touch.) Noses are
approach here takes on a bit more of an edge, as the mushrooms; the supermarket is known as the
nonsense is given the power of plausibility: you can't prove "BOLLY BOLLY HOO HOO"; and "instead of saying,
that this isn’t actually how things are done in the future! ‘Thank you,' we gently place a fish on another
Stock up well on this sure-fire crowd-pleaser, and brace person's head." The narrator concludes with a
yourself for a local evolution of language. future-speak story about a friendly interaction with a
cashier at the bolly bolly hoo hoo. Then, sporting a
fish on their head, the narrator bids readers farewell:
"You smell like a baby!" The future is weird; buckle

up. Kitty Flynn March/April 2026 p.45

K-Gr 2—Employing simple, direct prose, these volumes
investigate the daily activities of members of the various
United States armed forces. Readers learn that airmen
wear badges to indicate their respective squadron, soldiers
spend much time training for combat, and Coast Guard
members serve on patrol ships to protect the sea. Marines
will often deploy for up to a year, members of the National
Guard are civilians who serve part time in the military, and
sailors at work are referred to as being “on watch.”
Photographs of soldiers, sailors, etc. at work accompany
the texts. Informative and age appropriate, these titles
contain solid introductions to the military that young
readers should appreciate. VERDICT A good choice for
selectors refreshing their collections.

Gr 2-5-Colorful photographs accompany the text in new
additions to this series covering the careers of popular
celebrities. The images especially shine in the volumes
about Beyoncé, Ortega, and Jordan. Professional careers
are emphasized, and their respective charitable endeavors
are mentioned. There is little about their personal lives, no
mention of Jay-Z in the biography on Beyoncé and Taylor
Swift does not appear in the volume on Kelce. Still, the
titles provide positive introductions to celebrities of note.
They are suitable for school and public collections, and the
draw in these volumes is their currency. VERDICT
Recommended purchase based on demand. © Copyright
2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

The future is now...and it's exceedingly silly. “This book is
from the future” What are things like there? Barnett
enlightens readers: “The sun is called the moon and the

moon is called the sun.” Readers learn that apples no
longer exist (Barnett doesn’t explain why), that lots of
people are named “Charlie Cheese Face” (“There’s an
interesting reason why, but we don’t have time for that
story”), and that instead of “goodbye,” people now say,
“You smell like a baby!” The work closes with a ridiculous
conversation between two characters who somehow
manage to work in most of the new terms. This tale’s
raison d’étre seems to be coming up with the goofiest
alternatives to normal day-to-day terms and interactions.
Barnett gets seriously silly as he thinks up gags ideal for
reading aloud at storytime. As for Harris’ art, aside from
the occasional cool pair of sunglasses or hair dye, the
future feels pretty early-21st-century; his colorful ink and
gouache illustrations are rife with visual gags. Futuristic
terms look as if they were printed on a label maker.
Human characters vary in skin tone. It doesn’t take a
fortune teller to predict the laughter that will emanate from
this world of tomorrow. (Picture book. 4-8)



Scorpian vs Tarantula

The United States Coast
Guard

The United States Air Force
The United States Army

The United States Marine
Corp

The United States Navy

What do we know about
Zombies

G.0.A.T. college football
teams

Giant Pandas
Great White Sharks
Dangerous Sharks

Cynthia O'Brien

Donna B McKinney

Donna B McKinney
Donna B McKinney
Donna B McKinney

Donna B McKinney
Meg Belviso

Diane Lindsey Reeves

Chris Bowman
Janie Scheffer
John Lesley

Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary

upper Elementary
upper Elementary

Upper Elementary

lower Elementary
lower Elementary
Upper Elementary

3-6

3-6

3-6
3-6

3-6
3-6

3-6

Gr 3-5-This new entry in the field of animal battle books
takes readers through ten rounds of an imagined fight,
supported by interesting facts and solid visuals. Lively
present-tense narration describes each stage of the
conflict, with points awarded for each section and a running
total throughout. Most animal facts are related to predation
and defense, with some additional information noted in fact
boxes. Some of these pairs could actually meet in the wild;
this is usually, but not always, stated clearly in the text.
Photographs of combatants highlight features and
behaviors related to the fight, such as the zebra’s kick
(Giraffe vs. Zebra) and the tiger shark’s teeth (Leopard
Seal vs. Tiger Shark). Most show only one of the animals,
though staged images in Scorpion vs. Tarantula and an
actual photo of two foxes fighting in Arctic Fox vs. Red Fox
are particularly satisfying. VERDICT Strong additions to
this popular sub-section of animal books.

SLJ Gr 2-6-Reeves explores the seed of greatness that
takes root in elite college programs, where winning
becomes an expected tradition rather than a surprise. This
high-interest title ranks the top 10 programs in history, from
the high-scoring Oklahoma Sooners to the top-ranked
Alabama Crimson Tide. The writing is accessible and
informative, detailing how the game has evolved from its
1869 roots to modern safety changes like radios in helmets
and the use of computer tablets for strategy. Readers will
find a wealth of statistics, including Michigan's record-
breaking 1,012 wins and Nebraska's 60-year sell-out
streak. The photography is essential to the book's appeal,
utilizing full-color action shots that capture the visceral
intensity of the sport. The images masterfully convey the
scale of the game, from the claustrophobic perspective of a
defender forcing a fumble to the towering, light-filled
atmosphere of a packed stadium. These visuals ensure
readers can see and feel the energy of a touchdown dive
or a legendary coach like Bear Bryant on the sidelines. The
book is bolstered by excellent extra content, including a
"Your G.O.A.T." activity, a comprehensive glossary, and
facts about the Heisman Trophy. VERDICT This short,
engaging, and visually striking blend of historical trivia and
modern stats is an interesting discussion starter and fun
title to add to any elementary or middle school sports
section.-Richard Winters © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.



School Library Journal Xpress (January 30, 2026) PreS-K-
This bilingual board book is a melodic and colorful story
that introduces young children to the colors around them
and to familial love. Each color has a corresponding
illustrated animal parent and child: Chicken and chick for
yellow, Rabbit and kit for green, Otter and pup for blue, and
Deer and fawn for red. It is told from the perspective of a
parent to a child. Each color is compared to something
related to the animal's environment. It presents why things
are better when the pair are together. The final line repeats
the colors and how the parent and child shine brighter
when they are together. Gama's vivid images show a
balance of the main colors and contrasting colors for depth
and recognizable depictions of each animal pair in their
natural hues. This book is adapted from an original song by
the bilingual music duo Andrés and Christina; the format
reflects the song's structure. The first three colors have two
spreads with a verse and version of the chorus, red has
one spread bridge, and the final page is the outro. The font
color might not be accessible for some readers, especially
set against scenes also done in color. VERDICT Readers
will be singing along to this beautifully illustrated, bilingual
board book about colors and familial love. A great addition
to every library's concept books collection and story times.-
Nicole Gaudier Alemariy © Copyright 2026. Library

Colors of my Heart Colores de Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,

mi Corazon 123 Andres lower Elementary PreK-1st Inc. No redistribution permitted.
School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-A witty
bilingual picture book that proves even the "same old,
same old" can be something to treasure. Told through a
playful conversation between two colorful fish, the story
pairs an English sentence with its Spanish translation
directly underneath, making it an excellent resource for
children learning either language. While the fish complain
about the boredom of their daily lives and how nothing ever
happens, an unexpected visitor takes the pair for a ride.
When they get back to the same rock and the same shells,
they realize that sometimes, the ordinary is exactly what
they want. McKinnon keeps the readers engaged through
humor paired with simple, vibrant illustrations reminiscent
of Kevin Sherry's I'm the Biggest Thing in the Ocean.
VERDICT A general purchase for most collections.-Jessica
Clark © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution

Nothing Ever Happens McKinnon, Heidi lower Elementary PreK-Gr1  permitted.




Pigs in Jeans
ATiger or a Tiger Shark?
Venus Fierce and Fabulous

Love Finds a Way

Li, Brenda
Pallotta, Jerry
Stacy McAnulty

Vern Kousky

lower Elementary
lower Elementary
lower Elementary

lower Elementary

Prek-Gr1
Grades 1-3
K-3

K-3

Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2024) Why would a pig
wear pants? Pockets, of course! Brian wears his
Jeans everywhere, all the time, much to his friends’
confusion. No other trousers will do (“Shorts are too
short.” “Tights are too tight”). But the main reason
Brian loves his jeans? The pockets. “There are two in
the front. Two on the bum. There is even a pocket
inside a pocket!” Brian hides so many things in his
pockets that not even his BFF, Nathan, knows what'’s
in them. When he and Nathan, a (clothing-less)
unicorn, encounter troubled creatures on a stroll,
Brian’s pockets provide improbable solutions, from
sprinkles for a baker in need of toppings to a sock to
help a squirrel carry home nuts. “Now | know what
you keep in your pockets,” says Nathan. “Random
stuff!” The anthropomorphic animals are all egg-
shaped, with stick limbs in a style vaguely reminiscent
of Dav Pilkey’s Captain Underpants. Li provides some
lighthearted backstory for Brian, who's appeared in
several of her other, self-published books. Whatever
Brian’s tale may lack in plot, it makes up for in laughs.
With kid-friendly prose, fun illustrations, and a dash of
underwear-related humor, this tale will make for a
wonderfully silly storytime. Puckish praise for pockets.
(Picture book. 4-8)

Kirkus The solar system’s hottest diva struts her stuff. The
titular character’s claim that she’s the only goddess among
the planetary gods may leave partisans of “Gaea”
(technically not an official name, but still) feeling a little
miffed. That aside, Venus still has plenty to crow about—
from having higher surface temperatures than Mercury, to
sporting a day that’s longer than her year, to spinning so
the sun comes up in the west. Joining McAnulty’s other
solar system soliloquies with the same engaging mix of
facts and attitude (“Earth has clouds. | don't...just have
clouds. I'm smothered in them!”), Venus shines up from the
page. She sports a proud expression on her broad face,
whether hovering with windswept golden locks over a
seashell like her Botticellian counterpart or floating in
space, waving to her earthly and celestial fans with stubby
limbs. Closing with a review quiz and a roundup of basic
statistics, this animated planetary self-portrait will give
young readers more reason than ever to pay proper
attention to the brightest of our non-stellar astronomical
neighbors. An introduction to Venus that shows the planet
at her most verbally and visually vivacious. (bibliography)
(Informational picture book. 6-8)

Publisher's Weekly A curmudgeonly yellow bird’s best
efforts to avoid affection result in an opposite outcome in a
friendship story that underscores love’s indomitable
qualities. Oscar, who, inexplicably, has "always worried
that one day love would find him," tries various tactics for
avoiding a group of overzealous squirrels; when those fail,
he reverts to getting a "ferocious guard dog" called Brutus.
While he trains Brutus to alarm others, he unwittingly
begins forming an attachment with the canine. And when
the pup temporarily goes missing, Oscar awakens to the
notion that love may not be something to fear after all.
Muddy, muted coloring texturizes rough-hewn mixed-media
renderings, which comically convey the lengths Oscar goes
to avoid his woodland fans. After the two friends eventually
reunite, the palette gently lightens, and heart-shaped
butterflies fill the air, revealing Kousky’s quirky spin on the
title’s takeaway. Ages 3-6. (Dec.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC.
Al rights reserved.

SLJ Gr 1-3-In the same vein as Our Solar System! A
Stellar Neighborhood in the "Our Universe" series,
McAnulty and Lewis turn their humorous and
informative focus to that glamorous and unique
neighbor, Venus. Crushingly fabulous, the planet
herself tells of her atmosphere that would, due to its
density, flatten a human being should one ever try to
visit her. Her blazing hot temperatures (hottest in the
solar system) and the allure that she has had for
people on Earth since time immemorial are shared
with just the right balance of cheeky self-
assuredness. lllustrations add to the humor and
understanding of our size "twinsie" in the sky.
Venus's interesting features, combined with her well-
deserved spunkiness, will delight both casual
readers and those fans of planet facts looking for a
closer peek at the second planet from the sun.
VERDICT The personification works to great effect in
this addition to the series, and libraries should
definitely I_?ive Venus her well-deserved spot on the
shelves. Highly recommended.-John Scott ©
Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

SLJ K-Gr 2-Kousky's newest release is an adorable
and heartwarming tale of love and friendship. Oscar
is a skeptical owl who prefers to be alone,
determined to keep love out of his life. In an effort to
guard his heart, he gets a dog named Brutus to help
him stay distant and keep love at bay. Oscar
inevitably takes great care of Brutus, but when
Brutus goes missing, Oscar begins to see love in a
new light. The illustrations are charming and
accessible, with playful details that will delight young
readers. The mischievous squirrels vying for Oscar's
attention add humor and energy to the story. The
forest setting also opens up opportunities for
conversation about nature, weather, and light. While
perfect for Valentine's Day, the book's message
about opening one's heart makes it a meaningful
read for anytime. VERDICT A sweet and engaging
exploration of love, friendship, and emotional growth
that will resonate with young readers.-Kelly
Costanza © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.



Minecraft: INto the Game Nick Eliopulos lower Elementary K-3

Minecraft: It's Now or Nether!  Caleb Zane Huett lower Elementary K-3

Minecraft: Deep Dive! Nick Eliopulos lower Elementary K-3

Tyler's Just Not Tidy Tim Bugbird Prek ages 3 and

up

| Can Count to 100 Claire Fennell PreK ages 3

The Bear Went Over the Jane Cabrera lower Elementary K-3 Booklist Preschool-Kindergarten. Like the familiar nursery

Mountain song, this picture book informs us, repeatedly, that “the
bear went over the mountain / to see what he could see.”
Acrylic paintings portray the bear as a curious little cub who
then “got stuck up a tree.” Adding new verses, Cabrera
imagines a succession of amiable animals (Hare, Fox,
Wolf, and Owl) ascending the mountain, helping Bear, and
joining the others in a jamboree on “the other side of the
mountain.” Next, a child climbs the mountain (the stairs in
his home) and gets into bed with his stuffed animals: Bear,
Hare, Fox, Wolf, and Owl. While this is not the first picture
book to end with a child tucked into bed along with stuffies
or other toys that had been depicted as real earlier in the
illustrations, it's among the most satisfying. What's more,
the vibrant, colorful artwork turns the song into a bedtime
book that’s sure to inspire encores. Can sleep be far
behind? A cheerful singalong book to share with a
preschool class or a single child.

Dinosaur Constructors unknown PreK board book

On the Farm Brooke Vitale Prek Prek-1 board book

Little Apple Tree Willow Green PreK Prek-1 board book

The K-5 collection of Lightbox https://www. These are all interactive non-fiction books. The history Th

learning nonfiction openlightbox. ones in particulary center on TEKS topics

com/content/library-
demos
Deep into the Amazon Jungle James O. Fraioli Upper Elementary 3-6 Kirkus Two young explorers get an eyeful and an earful

about the Amazon rainforest after joining an expedition
searching for a rumored giant piranha. Like the rainforest
itself, St. Pierre’s sequential panels are bursting with
bioforms. These range from the human cast—which
includes reader stand-ins William, who presents White, and
Jaclyn, who has brown skin and dark, curly hair;
Indigenous Kukama villagers; and the racially diverse
boatload of scientists led by Fabien Cousteau (a White
man, grandson of Jacques-Yves)—to lush greenery, pink
river dolphins, predatory caimans (six types), vampire bats,
small but deadly frogs, really big leeches and snakes, and
bevies of insects and other fauna. In keeping with the
pedagogical drift of previous expeditions like Great White
Shark Adventure (2019), Fraioli's panel-crowding dialogue
consists largely of minilectures on the area’s natural history
as well as how cattle ranching and logging are threatening
its distinctive ecosystems. Found at last in a hidden lagoon,
the rare, thrillingly toothy fish are hooked and collected by
the bucketload rather than just observed, which is a teeny
bit at odds with the overall message. Still, the outing ends
with expressions of fervent commitment to greener
practices and getting the word out. The format and
melodramatic touches add appeal; the climactic
inconsistency doesn’t. (Graphic informational fiction. 9-11)


https://www.openlightbox.com/content/library-demos
https://www.openlightbox.com/content/library-demos
https://www.openlightbox.com/content/library-demos
https://www.openlightbox.com/content/library-demos

Because Claudette Tracey Baptiste

The Bicycle Girl:Jyoti Kumari's Garen Eileen Thomas
Amazing Journey Across India

FGTeeV Saves the World FGTeeV

Uluru Martha London
Mount Everest Martha London
Great Blue Hole Martha London
Great Barrier Reef Martha London

Grand Canyon Martha London

lower Elementary

lower Elementary

Upper Elementary

K-3

K-3

3-6
Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Booklist Grades 1-3. On March 2, 1955 in Montgomery,
Alabama, a 15-year-old Black student named Claudette
Colvin was arrested for refusing to give up her bus seat to
a white person. Over the next nine moths, four other Black
women, including Rosa Parks, were arrested on the same
charge. In December, the Montgomery bus boycott began.
It continued for more than two years, until the law was
changed and enforced. During that time, Colvin testified in
court about her experience. Baptiste points out that Colvin’
s act of civil disobedience came after she had been
studying Sojourner Truth, Frederick Douglass, and Harriet
Tubman in high school. The book’s unusual title echoes the
many sentences beginning with the word because and
forming a chain of connected circumstances and events.
The narrative offers an informative account of events and
Colvin’s place in history. Created with acrylic underpainting
and oils, the vivid illustrations capture the look of the times
and the satisfaction of those who challenged injustice and
prevailed. An effective picture book portraying Colvin and
her significance in the civil rights movement.

Booklist Grades K-3. In a remote village in India, young
Jyoti Kumari loves school and imagines that her father’s
words, “one day you will go far,” will come true. Little could
she know how literal those prophetic words will be. The
Bicycle Girl is based on the true story of this Dalit family
(considered untouchable in the Hindu caste system) and
serves as a symbol of how the COVID-19 pandemic
harmed the already vulnerable. Jyoti’s family values
education, which they can barely afford. After Jyoti's father
is forced to find work far away and subsequently gets
injured, Jyoti and her mother sell their possessions to travel
to him. Unable to return home by train, Jyoti must get
creative. She buys a secondhand bicycle, loads her ailing
father on the back, and rides the 700 miles home. The
illustrations depict Jyoti’s interior journey—buoyed by gods,
spirits, and nonhuman life-forms—as she pushes forward
and ultimately succeeds. Back matter provides important
context and details about this remarkable young woman
and her deep-rooted resilience.

School Library Journal (Apr 2021)
School Library Journal (Apr 2021)
School Library Journal (Apr 2021)
School Library Journal (Apr 2021)

School Library Journal (Apr 2021)

Kirkus On March 2, 1955, 15-year-old Claudette
Colvin stood up to racism and segregation in
Mont?omery, Alabama. The African American teen’s
unwillingness to give up her seat on a bus to a White
person, months before Rosa Parks famously did the
same, led to her arrest. Her lawyer, Fred Gray,
arranged for Parks to meet with Colvin, and the two
became friends. At Parks’ behest, Colvin joined the
NAACP and spent evenings at Parks’ home when
the group’s %rlouth meetings ran late. Because they
considered her a troublemaker, Colvin’s classmates
ostracized her. She was one of five plaintiffs in a
federal court case that challenged Montgomery’s
discriminatory bus laws and one of the many people
who mobilized to demand positive change. The
Montgomery Bus Boycott began on Dec. 5, 1955,
and by Dec. 21, 1956, anyone could sit wherever
they chose on Montgomery’s public buses. This
approachable biography of the young activist
highlights her bravery, commitment, and
vulnerability. Young readers will appreciate learning
about a regular kid who did something extraordinary.
The acrylic and oil illustrations are vivid and eye-

atmosphere. The backmatter includes an author’s

note and a brief list of books for further reading. Most

characters are Black; a few supporting characters
are White. (This book was reviewed digitally.) An
engaging profile of an inspiring civil rights hero

whom readers will enjoy Iearnin? about and cheering

for. (Picture-book biography. 5-8

Kirkus In this story based on real events, an
underestimated girl fueled by inner strength makes a
heroic journey to save her ailing father. Jyoti is a
poor young girl from the tiny Indian village of Sirhulli,
the child of hardworking parents who support her
dream of continued education and a life beyond their
village. After Jyoti’s pita (father) loses his job and
moves far away to continue driving a rickshaw, she’s
forced to quit school. “With no education there was
no hope. She was stuck here. Forever” When her
pita is gravely injured, Jyoti, faced with dwindling
funds and the sudden Covid-19 lockdown, uses the
last of their rupees to buy a used bike and transport
him home. Drawing strength from the goddess Kali,
she reminds herself that the long and perilous trip—
700 miles—is “a little hard, but not a lot.” Joshi’'s
zingy digital illustrations in bold, saturated colors
incorporate fantastical elements including Hindu
gods and goddesses, while Thomas and Raj’s
concise text incorporates many references to
Hinduism contextualized through illustrative details.
Backmatter contains a glossary, photos from the
real-life Jyoti’s scrapbook, and an authors’ note that
elaborates on the impact of Covid upon migrant
laborers in India, as well as the caste systems (Jyoti
and her father are Dalit). A stirring demonstration of
what we're truly capable of when we believe in
ourselves. (Picture book. 4-8)

catching, re-creating the period well and capturing its

Publisher's Weekly Emphasizing cause and effect,
Baptiste follows activist Claudette Colvin (b. 1939), who, at
age 15, refused to relinquish her bus seat for a white
person. After her arrest, she met Rosa Parks thanks to her
lawyer, Fred Gray; subsequently, Colvin began attending
NAACP meetings. Featuring the word because in most
clauses, the text highlights mounting support for the civil
rights movement, and how Colvin’s actions helped lead to
the Montgomery bus boycott. "Because she had studied
Sojourner Truth and Harriet Tubman and Frederick
Douglass at school, she learned how they worked hard
and caused trouble so Black people would be treated
fairly," one spread reads, richly enlivened by Engel’'s
portraits, rendered in acrylic underpainting and oils on
textured vellum paper. A powerful narrative that
showcases generative energy of acts of resistance both
big and small. Back matter includes an author’s note and
further reading. Ages 6-8. (Jan.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC.
All rights reserved.

Publisher's Weekly In an uneven tale of perseverance
and survival, Thomas and Raj chronicle the 2020 journey
of then-teenage Jyoti Kumari, who, as Covid-19 breaks
out across India, pedals more than 700 miles on a
secondhand bicycle to transport her injured migrant-
worker father home. The creators repeat Kumari’'s mantra-
"It's a little hard, but not a lot"-as the teen, with her
beloved Pita on the back of the bike, draws strength from
elephants and tigers, gods and goddesses. Across
saturated scenes, Joshi’s lushly rendered digital
illustrations incorporate Indian motifs and Hindu
iconography: Kumari and her father are lulled to sleep by
Vayu, the wind god, and Kumari "fills herself with the aag
of Kali," the goddess of time and destruction. Alternating
between English and Hindi, urgent third-person text
acknowledges the determination behind an act that, in the
end, "was very hard.... But means a lot." Extensive back
matter offers necessary context. Ages 4-7. (Jan.) ©
Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.



Grade 2 -

Giant's Causeway Martha London Grade 5  School Library Journal (Apr 2021)
Grade 2 - Booklist (Apr 2021); School Library Journal (Apr

Cave of Crystals Martha London Grade 5 2021)
Grade 2 -

Arches National Park Martha London Grade 5  School Library Journal (Apr 2021)
Grade 2 -

Valkyries Heather C. Hudak Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Thor Heather C. Hudak Grade 5
Grade 2 -

QOdin Kate Conley Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Loki Kate Conley Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Frigg Amy C. Rea Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Freya Amy C. Rea Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Fenrir Amy C. Rea Grade 5

Dragons of Norse Grade 2 -

Mythology Amy C. Rea Grade 5

Sue Bradford Preschool

Transformers Edwards - Grade 4
Preschool

Star Wars Carla Mooney - Grade 4
Preschool

Pokémon Jill C. Wheeler - Grade 4
Preschool

Lego Ryan Gale - Grade 4
Preschool

Hot Wheels A. W. Buckey - Grade 4
Preschool

Barbie Laura Stickney - Grade 4
Kindergart

Valentine's Day Belly en -

Laughs & Bites Anna Anderhagen Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

Thanksgiving Chuckles & en -

Chow Anna Anderhagen Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

May Day Merrymaking & en -

Munchies Anna Anderhagen Grade4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart
en-

Halloween Tricks & Treats ~ Anna Anderhagen Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

Groundhog Day Giggles & en -

Goodies Anna Anderhagen Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

April Fools' Day Snickers & en -

Snacks Anna Anderhagen Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)



Wildfires
Volcanoes
Tornadoes
Hurricanes
Droughts
Blizzards
Raccoon Dogs
Platypuses
Jerboas
Chevrotains
Capybaras

Axolotls

Life Is Good: #6

Swimming Hole: #5

Fireworks Night: #4

Herd You Loud and Clear:
#3

Raised in a Barn: #2

Home Is Where the Heart
Is: #1

Australian Animal
Encyclopedia

Asian Animal Encyclopedia
Arctic Animal Encyclopedia

African Animal
Encyclopedia

Samantha S. Bell
Samantha S. Bell
Meg Marquardt
Carla Mooney
Laura Perdew
Samantha S. Bell
Ruby Daniels
Elsie Olson

Elsie Olson

Ruby Daniels
Ruby Daniels

Ruby Daniels

Cam Higgins

Cam Higgins

Cam Higgins

Cam Higgins

Cam Higgins

Cam Higgins
Hannah Gramson
Ritta M. Basu
Ashley Kuehl

Brenda Scott Royce

World Soccer Encyclopedia Brendan Flynn

Preschool
- Grade 4

Preschool
- Grade 4

Preschool
- Grade 4

Preschool
- Grade 4

Preschool
- Grade 4

Preschool
- Grade 4

Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Grade 2 -
Grade 5

Kindergart
en-
Grade 4
Kindergart
en-
Grade 4
Kindergart
en-
Grade 4
Kindergart
en-
Grade 4
Kindergart
en-
Grade 4
Kindergart
en-
Grade 4
Grade 3 -
Grade 9

Grade 3 -
Grade 9
Grade 3 -
Grade 9
Grade 3 -
Grade 9
Grade 3 -
Grade 9

Jean Greenlaw (Apr 2025)

SLJ (Mar 2025)



Professional Wrestling
Encyclopedia

Professional Golf
Encyclopedia
NHL Encyclopedia
Silkie Chickens
Potbellied Pigs
Jacob Sheep
Highland Cattle

Angora Goats

Alpacas

Sun

Stars

Planets

Moon

Comets

Asteroids & Meteors
Sun

Planets

Night Sky

Moon

Astronauts

Asteroids, Comets, and
Meteors

Rock Encyclopedia

Mineral Encyclopedia

Mary Gerard
Corbu Stathes
David J. Clarke
Julie Murray
Julie Murray
Julie Murray
Julie Murray
Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews
Megan Borgert-
Spaniol

Lisa Bullard
Tammy Gagne
Sue Bradford
Edwards

Arnold Ringstad
A. R. Carser

A. W. Buckey

Jill C. Wheeler

Grade 3 -
Grade 9

Grade 3 -
Grade 9

Grade 3 -
Grade 9

Preschool
- Grade 2

Preschool
- Grade 2

Preschool
- Grade 2

Preschool
- Grade 2

Preschool
- Grade 2

Preschool
- Grade 2

Kindergart
en -
Grade 3
Kindergart
en -
Grade 3
Kindergart
en -
Grade 3
Kindergart
en -
Grade 3
Kindergart
en -
Grade 3
Kindergart
en -
Grade 3
Preschool
- Grade 4

Preschool
- Grade 4
Preschool
- Grade 4
Preschool
- Grade 4
Preschool
- Grade 4
Preschool
- Grade 4
Grade 3 -
Grade 9

Grade 3 -
Grade 9

Gene Greenlaw (Jul 2025); SLJ (Mar 2025)

SLJ (Mar 2025)

SLJ (Mar 2025)



Grade 3 -

Fossil Encyclopedia Miles Herman Grade 9

Crystal and Gemstone Grade 3 -

Encyclopedia Samantha S. Bell Grade 9
Preschool

Yorkshire Terriers Julie Murray - Grade 2
Preschool

Rottweilers Julie Murray - Grade 2
Preschool

Miniature Schnauzers Julie Murray - Grade 2
Preschool

Doberman Pinschers Julie Murray - Grade 2
Preschool

Boston Terriers Julie Murray - Grade 2
Preschool

Border Collies Julie Murray - Grade 2
Grade 3 -

Rhinoceros Ruby Daniels Grade 9
Grade 3 -

Lion Ruby Daniels Grade 9
Grade 3 -

Leopard Ruby Daniels Grade 9
Grade 3 -

Elephant Ruby Daniels Grade 9
Grade 3 -

Cape Buffalo Ruby Daniels Grade 9
Grade 2 -

Water Cycle Angela Lim Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Rock Cycle Golriz Golkar Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Moon Phases Golriz Golkar Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Metamorphosis Samantha S. Bell Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Earth's Seasons Samantha S. Bell Grade 5
Grade 2 -

Animal Migration Samantha S. Bell Grade 5
Kindergart
en-

Raven the Trickster Tyler Gieseke Grade 4
Kindergart
en-

Monkey King Tyler Gieseke Grade 4
Kindergart
en-

Hare & the Tortoise Tyler Gieseke Grade 4
Kindergart
en-

Crow & the Pitcher Tyler Gieseke Grade 4
Kindergart
en-

Ants & the Grasshopper Tyler Gieseke Grade 4



Anansi
Transformers

Star Wars

Polly Pocket

Nerf

My Little Pony
American Girl
Potato Head
Pokemon

Play-Doh

LEGO

Hot Wheels

Barbie

The Tortured Poets
Department Era
The Taylor Swift Era
The Speak Now Era
The Reputation Era
The Red Era

The Midnights Era
The Lover Era

The Folklore Era
The Fearless Era
The Evermore Era

The 1989 Era

Star-Spangled Banner

Tyler Gieseke
Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray
Grace Hansen
Grace Hansen
Grace Hansen
Grace Hansen
Grace Hansen
Grace Hansen
Elizabeth Andrews
Elizabeth Andrews
Elizabeth Andrews
Grace Hansen
Elizabeth Andrews
Grace Hansen
Grace Hansen
Elizabeth Andrews
Grace Hansen
Elizabeth Andrews

Grace Hansen

Julie Murray

Kindergart
en -
Grade 4
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Preschool
- Grade 2
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Grade 2 -
Grade 5
Kindergart
en -
Grade 3



Kindergart
en-

NASA Julie Murray Grade 3
Kindergart

Martin Luther King, Jr. en -

Memorial Julie Murray Grade 3
Kindergart
en-

Lincoln Memorial Julie Murray Grade 3
Kindergart
en-

Liberty Bell Julie Murray Grade 3
Kindergart
en-

American Bison Julie Murray Grade 3
Preschool

Star Origami Zoey Schrader - Grade 2
Preschool

Food Origami Zoey Schrader - Grade 2
Preschool

Flower Origami Zoey Schrader - Grade 2
Preschool

Fish Origami Zoey Schrader - Grade 2
Preschool

Dog Origami Zoey Schrader - Grade 2
Preschool

Cat Origami Zoey Schrader - Grade 2

I'm Thinking of an Ocean Preschool

State Bela Davis - Grade 2

I'm Thinking of a Mississippi Preschool

River State Bela Davis - Grade 2
Preschool

I'm Thinking of a Little State Bela Davis - Grade 2

I'm Thinking of a Great Preschool

Plains State Bela Davis - Grade 2

I'm Thinking of a Border Preschool

State Bela Davis - Grade 2
Preschool

I'm Thinking of a Big State  Bela Davis - Grade 2
Kindergart
en-

Truth About Aaron Liz Kessler Grade 3
Kindergart
en-

Shona Finds Her Voice Liz Kessler Grade 3
Kindergart
en-

Emily's Big Discovery Liz Kessler Grade 3
Kindergart
en-

Dolphin Rescue Liz Kessler Grade 3

Red Riding Hood and the Preschool

Three Billy Goats Gruff Tracey Turner - Grade 2



Preschool
Jack and the Three Bears  Tracey Turner - Grade 2
Goldilocks and the Three Preschool
Little Pigs Tracey Turner - Grade 2
Cinderella and the Seven Preschool
Dwarfs Tracey Turner - Grade 2
Preschool
Willow Keeps Watch Emma Bland Smith - Grade 3
Preschool
Sam Gets Schooled Emma Bland Smith - Grade 3
Preschool
Ruby Learns the Ropes Emma Bland Smith - Grade 3
Preschool
Nico Follows His Nose Emma Bland Smith - Grade 3
Preschool
Charlie Brings the Cheer Emma Bland Smith - Grade 3
Preschool
Autumn Sounds the Alarm  Emma Bland Smith - Grade 3
Grade 4 -
Joshua Tree Mirage: #12 C.R. Fulton Grade 8
Grade 4 -
Olympic Pursuit: #11 C.R. Fulton Grade 8
Grade 4 -
Arches Legend: #10 C.R. Fulton Grade 8
Grade 4 -
Glacier Vanishing: #9 C.R. Fulton Grade 8
Grade 4 -
Acadia Discovery: #8 C.R. Fulton Grade 8
Grade 4 -
Yosemite Fortune: #7 C.R. Fulton Grade 8
Grade 2 -
Yellowstone Sabotage C.R. Fulton Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Grand Canyon Rescue C.R. Fulton Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Rocky Mountain Challenge C.R. Fulton Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Zion Gold Rush C.R. Fulton Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Smoky Mountain Survival ~ C.R. Fulton Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Grand Teton Stampede C.R. Fulton Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Robin Hood Frangois Corteggiani Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Pinocchio Merrill de Maris Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Peter Pan Didier le Bornec Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Lion King Bobbi JG Weiss Grade 6
Grade 2 -

Lilo & Stitch Greg Ehrbar Grade 6



Grade 2 -
Lady and the Tramp Francgois Corteggiani Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Hunchback of Notre Dame  Jeanette Steiner Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Dumbo Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Bambi Régis Maine Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Aristocats Didier Le Bornec Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Alice in Wonderland Frangois Corteggiani Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Aladdin Bobbi JG Weiss Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Zootopia Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Wreck-it-Ralph Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Toy Story 4 Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Toy Story 3 Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Toy Story 2 Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Soul Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Ratatouille Augusto Macchetto Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Ralph Breaks the Internet  Joe Caramagna Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Planes: Fire & Rescue Alessandro Sisti Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Planes Alessandro Sisti Grade 6
Pirates of the Caribbean: Grade 2 -
Dead Man's Chest Stefano Ambrosio Grade 6
Pirates of the Caribbean:
The Curse of the Black Grade 2 -
Pearl Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Pirates of the Caribbean: At Grade 2 -
World's End Stefano Ambrosio Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Onward Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Monsters University Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Incredibles 2 Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Dinosaur Disney Publishing Grade 6
Grade 2 -

Cars 3 Alessandro Ferrari Grade 6



Cars 2
Brother Bear
Bolt

Atlantis: The Lost Empire

Tigers

Lions

Leopards

Jaguars

Cougars

Cheetahs

Titanic Sinking & Rescue

People on the Titanic

Making Titanic the Movie

Finding the Titanic

Cruise Ships Today

Building the Titanic
Tim Burton's The Nightmare

Before Christmas

Lion King: Simba's Pride
Hercules

Aladdin and the King of

Thieves

Weather Encyclopedia

Alessandro Ferrari
Disney Publishing
Alessandro Sisti

Greg Ehrbar

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Elizabeth Andrews

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Julie Murray

Alessandro Ferrari
Disney Publishing
Disney Publishing
Disney Publishing

Janine Ungvarsky

Grade 2 -
Grade 6

Grade 2 -
Grade 6

Grade 2 -
Grade 6

Grade 2 -
Grade 6

Kindergart

en-

Grade 3

Kindergart

en-

Grade 3

Kindergart

en-

Grade 3

Kindergart

en-

Grade 3

Kindergart

en-

Grade 3

Kindergart

en-

Grade 3

Kindergart

en-

Grade4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

en-

Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

en-

Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

en-

Grade 4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

en-

Grade4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Kindergart

en-

Grade4  SLJ (Mar 2025)
Grade 2 -

Grade 6

Grade 2 -
Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Grade 6
Grade 2 -
Grade 6

Grade 3 -
Grade 9



Interest
Level Review Review Review

School Library Journal Xpress (October 4, 2024) PreS-Gr
2-It's finally Christmas Eve! In the house on the corner,
Hugo the mouse and his family are deeply engrossed in
decorating their upstairs home for the holiday. They're busy
cutting out paper snowflakes and stringing various items for
the garland to decorate the family tree. Meanwhile, the
downstairs is very quiet. William, the man who lives
downstairs, is all alone because a nasty blizzard is keeping
his family from visiting. Hugo has heard so much about the Booklist (October 1, 2024 (Online)) Preschool-Grade 3.
beautiful tree that William always has, but he's never seen Snow falls on Christmas Eve while an elderly man named
it. He knows he shouldn't, but he sneaks downstairs for a William sits alone beside an undecorated Christmas tree,
peek. He's shocked to see the tree is bare! There are no Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2024)  waiting for his family. On the fireplace mantle, Hugo and
colorful lights, beautiful garland, or even a bright star on In search of the Christmas spirit, young mouse Hugo Ruby, two young mice, carefully watch him. When William
top. This scene strikes a sympathetic chord in Hugo. He sneaks downstairs on Christmas Eve to see the tree spots them, Hugo tells Ruby to run home and then bravely
wants to help the man, but how? For a small mouse, Hugo decorated by their house's human resident, William. rushes straight to the man, who catches the little mouse in
has a big heart. He knows what he has to do to make But it hasn't been, because a snowstorm has left the his hand, talks with him quietly, and then lets him go.
things better for his human friend. This story demonstrates elderly man alone for Christmas. William catches but Upstairs, the mouse family bustles about, decorating their
how different types of characters can get along in any releases Hugo, who enlists his own large family's home. Relieved to hear of Hugo's release, they decide to
situation. The soft painted illustrations are eye-catching, help in secretly decorating William's tree, and then  decorate the bare tree downstairs. William declares their
with the combination of bold and muted colors giving a they all celebrate together. Underwood's traditional ~ decorative touches a “mouse miracle,” and on Christmas
warm feeling to the pages. The characters are animated story requires extra suspension of disbelief regarding Day, he happily shares his dinner with the mice. It's a
and full of expression. Text is strategically placed so as not the human-mouse interactions, but its focus on magical time for all. Underwood tells the story beautifully
to draw attention away from the pictures. VERDICT This simple acts of kindness is entirely fitting for the while leaving many elements for children to discover for
story teaches a positive lesson about working together to  holiday. Hong's detailed gouache and colored-pencil themselves in the illustrations. Created with gouache and
complete a task and spread holiday cheer. A lovely choice illustrations on watercolor paper depict heartwarming colored pencil, Hong’s art creates an aura of cozy charm
for holiday shelves.-Barbara Spiri © Copyright 2024. scenes of clothed mice engaging in domestic that suits the season as well as the tone of the narrative,

Lower Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media  activities. Cynthia K. Ritter November/December which concludes with Hugo experiencing the spirit of

A mouse family Christmas Underwood, Deborah Hardcover Elementary Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. 2024 p.19 Christmas for the first time.

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) This helpful group’s healing
goes beyond skin deep. A team of colorful and patterned
bandages eagerly assemble for duty at their elementary
school stations: classrooms, library, and playground. They
don’t confine themselves to helping with flesh wounds.
When the STEAM Club needs stickers and tape, some
glow-in-the-dark bandages rush to “make their project
shine!” A kindergarten student has no external scrapes, but
the child is contending with some “big feelings,” and a
heart-shaped bandage conveys the message that it's OK to
feel sad. A waterproof bandage heads to the pool to
replace a waterlogged one; a first grade fashionista needs
a bunch of rainbow sparkle bandages “to complete her
look”; and a second grader reluctant to release newly
hatched butterflies gets—naturally—a butterfly bandage.
But when “actual blood” makes a surprise appearance, the
team is rattled. “We’re EMOTIONAL support bandage,”
says one. Finally, Rainbow Sparkle bravely volunteers.
“But she’s so cute,” points out one bandage. “And small,”
another adds. Is she up to the job? Yes, she knows just
what to do: wash, apply ointment, bandage! It's all followed
by lots of reassurance from classmates (who vary in skin
tone) and the team. This clever conceit combines eye-
catching designs and rah-rah excitement about caring for
others’ needs. Cartoon-simple characters in rainbow
sherbet colors are quite fetching as they each make their
Lower own enthusiastic contributions. Fun and meaningful—and
Bandage Buddies Rammell, Kathryn Hardcover Elementary sure to stick with readers. (Picture book. 4-8)

Books up the Mountain : a Lower
Packhorse Librarian Story Rose, Caroline Starr Hardcover Elementary

Title Author Audience




Title

Built like a bug

Debug This Book

Author

Joshi, Anjali

Abed, Omar

Audience

Hardcover

Hardcover

Interest
Level

Upper
Elementary

Lower
Elementary

‘ Review

School Library Journal Xpress (February 27, 2026) Gr 4-8-
Many insects' unique abilities help them to survive and
thrive in the natural world. Scientists study these insect
superpowers to aid in developing inventions intended to
improve the way humans live on earth. Such biomimicry
shows up in many different areas, including medicine,
robotics, climate science, and architecture. Beetle
exoskeletons are inspiring new designs for the bodies of
aircraft and vehicles to make them stronger. The
leafhopper's ability to produce an anti-reflective and water-
repellant coating is being used to create solar panels that
absorb more sunlight and reflect less light. Bees, ants,
spiders, termites, and fireflies also have abilities that
inspire scientific study and invention. The last section of the
book presents young scientists with the opportunity to
experiment. Each inquiry is explained in steps with a list of
materials required and questions to consider when
recording results. While illustrations or photographs of the
experiments would be helpful, each is simple enough to
complete without them. Back matter includes a glossary,
references for each chapter, and an index. VERDICT A
fascinating look into the ways nature inspires scientific
invention and development. A great resource for middle
grade readers interested in insects and putting what they
learn into action.-Heidi Grange © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) In this interactive picture
book, a boy who’s trying to troubleshoot a computer bug
turns to readers for help. Cody—a brown-skinned child with
short, rust-colored hair and periwinkle glasses—sits at a
desk in front of a computer monitor and says to readers,
“You're just in time! I've just finished a magnificent story for
you...full of exhilarating adventure, stellar superheroes,
and—" Uh-oh. A tiny, winged creature can be seen
messing with the wallpaperlike running text that suddenly
appears behind Cody. “It looks like...a bug!” he laments.
“My book is BROKEN!” Several adults, diverse in skin tone,
show up, among them an exterminator ready to spray
insecticide and a handyperson prepared to fix what's
“broken.” These grown-ups bring chaos, not a solution.
Cody has no choice but to turn back to readers: “Think you
could erase the bug? Try shooing it away with your hand.”
Cody continues to issue instructions. It's all very meta and
cacophonous, although Abed’s main intention is to
educate: An author’s note promotes the idea that the
source of a problem like Cody’s is usually “something
common or obvious”—like, say, the beverage that, we
learn at book’s end, spilled from Cody’s juice box onto his
computer keyboard (oopsie). Rowan-Zoch’s cartoonish
illustrations—created digitally, of course—play out on eye-
pleasing lavender backdrops that add some calm to the
book’s general noisiness. Hectic but great fun. (Picture
book. 4-8)

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) Might there be
something to learn from life forms that have survived
on this planet for millions of years? Joshi buzzes
through a variety of insect-related medical and
technological innovations that are indisputably better
than their predecessors. Her tally begins with
painless syringe needles based on the mosquito
proboscis and ends with the concept of repurposing
poop (and other waste) into building materials as
dung beetles and some termites do. In between, the
author reveals how the “superpowers” of
cockroaches, ants, aerobatic dragonflies, and other
creepy-crawlies are leading to advances from
improved traffic patterns on roadways to more
efficient wind turbines and solar panels. Having
touted the benefits of biomimicry and sustainable
thinking in general, she closes with a set of hands-on
demonstrations and experiments highlighted by a
potentially hilarious one that involves developing a
honeybee-like “waggle dance” code. In stylized
illustrations, Ng mixes close-ups of insects and
insect parts with images of tiny robots, buildings
made from recycled or innovative materials, and
racially diverse workers and researchers. A
generous list of information sources at the end cites
specific cases sure to please budding entomologists
eager to learn more. A quick but stimulating
overview, with substantial references for further
study. (glossary, index) (Nonfiction. 6-10)

Review



School Library Journal (January 1, 2008) K-Gr 3-Children
will anticipate that something goofy is coming by a glance
at the cover art: a duck in a soup pot balancing a lid on his
head. Urbanovic has created a funny story in which Max's
friends mistakenly believe that he is in the soup pot. Their
attempts to save him ruin his meticulously prepared soup
(" AHHHHH! It's his head!" said Bebe. "Silly! It's only a
potato!' Brody replied. "EYEBALLS! His eyeballs!" said
Bebe. "Guys, it's only tiny onions!" said Brody"), but
reinforce the value of friendship. The softly outlined
watercolor illustrations feature a loose style that gives
freshness and energy to each scene. Children will laugh
out loud at the antics in this story, which blends so
cohesively with the large pictures.-Lee Bock, Glenbrook

Booklist (January 1, 2008 (Vol. 104, No. 9))
Preschool-Grade 2. In this raucous follow-up to Duck
at the Door (2007), Max the duck is back in the
kitchen, stirring up soup. Displeased with the flavor,
he steps outside to gather more herbs. Enter animal
pals Brody, Dakota, and Bebe, who spot a feather
floating in the soup and jump to a horrifying
conclusion: Max has fallen into the pot. “The
strainer!” shouts Brody the dog, and the team,
convinced they are rescuing their friend, pours Max’s
masterpiece into the sink— just as Max returns. The
ending, in which the animals enjoy a take-out pizza,
adds more laughs, although the abrupt introduction,
on the final spread, of characters from Duck at the
Door will puzzle children who aren’t familiar with the
first story. Urbanovic creates a slapstick delight with
her wildly expressive characters and expertly
conveyed physical comedy. Particularly uproarious
are the animals’ reactions as they discard the soup
and imagine, momentarily, that the potatoes, carrots,

Duck Soup : an Easter and Lower Elementary School, Pulaski, WI Copyright 2007 Reed and onions are, in fact, Max. Like its best-selling

Springtime Book for Kids Urbanovic, Jackie FollettBound Sewn Elementary Business Information. predecessor, this is sure to be a read-aloud hit.
Lower

Haunted Mansion Pearson, Ridley FollettBound Sewn Elementary

How not to make a jelly

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) In this droll tale, ostensibly
straightforward instructions are a recipe for absurdity. To
obtain the two slices of bread that a jelly sandwich calls for,
a brown-skinned youngster named Frankie instructs
readers to head to the store. But NOT to the bakery aisle!
Instead, buy “one orange [traffic] cone, scuba flippers, and
a yellow inner tube.” Using those items to fashion a duck
disguise, you'll score the bread from a brown-skinned elder
feeding wildfowl in the park. And if the ducks see through
your pretense, you might have to practice your “quack-
cent.” Similar maneuvers are required to open the jelly jar:
You'll need peanuts, a playground with a “whirly-go-round,”
and an elephant with a strong trunk grip. (But if the jar is
carelessly opened upside down, you'll get a “jellyphant.”)
To spread the jelly, you must first scrub a dog in your
bathtub. (Dip the clean tail in the jelly, then pet and praise
the dog until it happily wags its tail over the bread slices.)
Putting the slices together requires a knightly tournament,
but cutting the sandwich, “the least complicated step of all,”
involves training a hamster to ride a unicycle. The final
pages propose an alternative (but just as outrageous)
method and invite readers to think up their own ridiculous
techniques. Burach’s scenarios are inventive and hilarious,
while his exaggerated cartoon illustrations reinforce the
delicious jokiness each step of the way. A silly snack
guaranteed to satisfy the funny bone; kids will eat it up and

Elementary ask for more. (Picture book. 4-8)



Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) The youngsters who in past
installments attempted to catch mythical creatures
including Bigfoot and Santa now find themselves trapped in
a gnome’s bewitching garden. Pages in, it becomes clear
that the gnome is narrating, in a landscape that looks
boundless. A curious dog and seven diverse kids, armed
with a map and a net, follow a strange set of footprints that
lead them to a magic door to the garden. The door
disappears, so they are trapped in a place abloom with
lollipops and candies, featuring a chocolate river with
floating cookies. The youngsters, understandably, seem
unbothered and amuse themselves by making hats for
sale. Later, the enterprising children engineer several
attractions, apparently to entice the gnome; they confuse
our narrator, who constantly frets that the youths need help
to depart (too bad our protagonist has so many chores to
tend to). A dragon ex machina delivers the visitors to the
magic door, and they exit, now showing zero regret at
leaving the paradise of sugar. The meter is on the shaky
side, but the illustrations are as bright and fanciful as usual
and should be enough to ensure interest; readers will likely
imagine themselves in a garden of goodies, building
elaborate contraptions, and maybe lunching on the
landscape, though the seven children are mostly too busy
Lower to snack. Likely to catch interest among series fans.
How to catch a garden gnome Walstead, Alice Hardcover Elementary (Picture book. 5-9)

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) A barnyard hen gets some
mind-blowing news about her ancestry. Upon learning that
she’s descended from dinosaurs, a hen shares her strong
reactions with the eggs she’s been sitting on. “l used to be
a dinosaur with a great and mighty roar. / My call would
shake you to your bones and leave you on the floor.” The
hen laments what she considers her fall from grace (“l used
to be a dinosaur! / Cretaceous queen of time before”) until
she has a thought: “| used to be a dinosaur. / All the
scientists agree. / What if I'm still a dinosaur / 'cause that's
who | choose to be?” The hen’s dino pride ultimately finds
her marching around the barnyard holding a flag depicting
the stages of dino-to-hen evolution, her newly hatched
chicks roaring rather than peeping behind her. Readers
who want more dino facts can consult an author’s note
featuring editorializing asides from the hen. Keller’s digital
art is in suitably booming proportion to the hen’s big
feelings; in a strong visual running joke, a giant chartreuse
dino—a product of the hen’s imagination—mimics her
various postures and facial expressions. (See? The two are
practically indistinguishable!) A few rhymes have wonky
rhythms, but it would be unsporting to expect perfection
from a hen who has just been hit with head-spinning news.

Lower A solid primer on evolution doubling as a silly story of the

| Used to Be a Dinosaur Hardcover Elementary ultimate identity crisis. (Picture book. 4-8)
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In This Classroom

It's my bird-day!

Author

Hacket, Andrew

Willems, Mo

Audience

Hardcover

Hardcover

Interest
Level

Lower
Elementary

Lower
Elementary

‘ Review

School Library Journal (February 1, 2026) PreS-Gr 3-Using
bright primary- and secondary-colored cartoonlike rounded
children, a teacher shares how "in this classroom," school,
friendship, and learning can be hard but is something that
they will all do, thereby growing and succeeding together.
The back matter includes a note to teachers on how to use
the "we" to start a conversation of a collaborative
community within a classroom, and how to use the story at
the beginning of the year, monthly, and at the end of the
year. The artwork is mainly white and black, except for the
children, who in color and style somewhat resemble the
main players in the animated movie Inside Out. The overall
message is one of hope, acceptance, and love. The tone
and flow of the book make it a compelling, uplifting read-
aloud. VERDICT With its bold colors and friendly forms,
this is a must-purchase for elementary collections in need
of a fresh back-to-school story to help students that are
both fun but imperfect processes.-Molly Dettmann ©
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2026) Don't let the Pigeon ruin
his own special day! Anyone who has ever encountered
the title character in any of his books—whether his first,
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus (2003), or one of its
many sequels—will understand that the bird’s innate self-
love drives his every interaction. Little wonder, then, that
he’s thrilled about his own “bird-day.” He has the hat. He
has his “FANCY PLUMAGE.” And, best of all, he will get to
blow out a candle “on my bird-day hot dog!” As he revels in
the knowledge that this day is all for him, comeuppance is
lurking. Someone has already blown out the bird-day
candle—and eaten half the hot dog. It turns out that the
Pigeon’s frenemy, the Duckling, has the same bird-day—as
do a slew of newly hatched chicks. The Pigeon’s obligatory
eight-panel freakout ensues. “What am I—invisible? | just
want to be seen,” he whimpers, and when he receives
some much-needed reassurance, he settles down and
willingly shares his special day. While the switch from
unapologetic narcissism to mature acceptance happens in
the record-breaking span of two pages, the book is as
enchanting as the Pigeon’s earlier outings. Even as it walks
in the footsteps of its predecessors, there’s no denying the
fun to be had. Familiarity breeds a birthday for the ages in
this party worth attending. (Picture book. 3-6)

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) Every group of
students is special. “In this classroom,” begins each
line of Hacket's gentle list, serving as both promise
and invitation at the beginning of a school year.
“There is room for everyone,” declares the narrator.
“We will be imperfect....This is how we’'ll learn.”
lllustrator Lin’s lively students, 10 vividly colored
shapes with arms, legs, and animated faces, are set
against a grayscale backdrop—tables and desks, a
chalkboard, a playground. Some of the youngsters
have worried looks, others enthusiastic ones. They
are recognizable as individuals, lending an
endearing thread of story to the narrative: “We will
disagree. Because our opinions are beautifully
different. Unique like our bodies, our names, our
beliefs.” The bright blue teacher is taller than the rest
and sports a tie, a mop of purple hair, glasses, and a
friendly expression. The language is respectful,
pitched to young listeners, who will be able to
understand and remember the implicit reassurance
of community as well as the concrete expectation of
success; little ones will also see themselves in at
least one of the colorful characters. An author’s note
provides suggestions for teachers on ways to use
the book. This offering will be great for classroom
use as well as for children wondering about an
upcoming school experience. Comforting for the
timid, empowering for the anxious, affirming for
students and teachers alike. (Picture book. 4-8)

Review



Title

Lawn-mowing day!
Magical Map #4 Tiana's Bayou
Adventure

Now | see spring

Author

Carzoo, Breanna

Pearson, Ridley

Barnett, Mac

Audience

Board Book

FollettBound Sewn

Board Book

Interest
Level

Lower
Elementary

Lower
Elementary

Lower

Review

Publishers Weekly (December 15, 2025) Three critters
exuberantly undertake yard work in this busy board book, a
series kickoff by Carzoo (The Squish). To open, a skunk,
fox, and raccoon appear behind long grass that nearly
covers their heads, then burst through the emerald blades
exclaiming "it's.../ LAWN-MOWING DAY!" Each adopts a
different kind of mower-reel, push, and rideable tractor-and
with a "snip," "rumble," and "vroom," ensuing concept-
driven pages present the animals approaching their work
geometrically ("Let's make lines!... Let's make circles!").
Action-oriented descriptive text (they "push and pull" while
making a diamond pattern) accompanies first-person plural
narration, while cut paper techniques give blooming
landscapes (and resident pollinators) a crisp depth that
allows the googly-eyed, jauntily attired protagonists to
really pop against the textured grass. When the job’s
complete, the rhythm slows and a starry hammock snooze
and sprinkler-fueled frolic suggest time passing-and,
invariably, grass growing-bringing the events full circle in a
book about warm-weather rhythms. All ages. Agent:
Jennifer Rofé, Andrea Brown Literary. (Mar.) © Copyright
PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Kirkus Reviews starred (April 1, 2026) A tranquil exaltation
of all there is to love about spring. Simple but profound, this
perfectly petite board book is the embodiment of the adage
“less is more.” Cataloging the natural world in short
phrases, Barnett understands how a child’s world is both
expansive (“the house,” “the sky”) and intimate (a
downpour-ready “perfect hat,” “me”). Collectively, the list
coalesces into a meditative rhyme—tighter in the beginning
and end and leading to a satisfying finale: “It's my favorite
time of year.” Each page includes seasonally significant
elements, such as buds on “the tree” or sprouts in “the
garden.” Klassen’s muted, earthy colors and balanced
compositions in his signature watercolor and pencil style
intertwine beautifully with Barnett's contemplative text.
There’s a murky, ambient light about the unpretentious
depictions of rural landscapes and surrounding the pensive
“wise old cat.” Some pages are daringly empty, just birds or
swaths of gray-tinted, gossamer sky. Part of a quartet of
seasonal books publishing simultaneously, this is a
standalone delight, but when all four titles are read
together, the set shines all the brighter. Anchored by
identical text, the series will have readers poring over the
small yet meaningful changes from book to book. A
“something red” (a wagon) overflows with spring rain and
fall leaves, patiently awaits summer play, and disappears
under winter snow. Pleasingly, the light quality alters
alongside the passing year. The child who appears
throughout has tan skin. Brilliant; a true “treat (that’s nice

Elementary and sweet).” (Board book. 0-6)

Review

Publishers Weekly starred (January 12, 2026)
Frequent creative collaborators Barnett and Klassen
(the Shapes Trilogy) capture a year’s rhythms with
stunning subtlety via a standout board book quartet
that-across volumes named around the four
seasons-matches spare text, identical in each work,
with varying images that relay the passage of time.
Brief first-person observations ("the house// the tree//
the garden// me") propel page turns as narration
builds toward the same sentiment in each title: "It's
my favorite time of/ the year." The artist’s signature-
style illustrations, meanwhile, offer portrayals that
gently shift across temporal transitions, including
"the perfect hat" the narrator sports for each season.
In spring, that’s a beanie; in summer, a baseball cap;
a red-plaid trapper hat suggests autumn’s cooling
temps; and a knit hat signals the arrival of snow.
Similarly, changing light and weather convey the
passage of time around the same few items: spring
spies a feline in a haze of blue-gray; summer’s
brightness shines down on a garden blooming with
flowers; a luminous blush infuses autumnal scenes;
and pale pink meets icy blue as winter’s snow
blankets objects that are visible in other books.
Leaning into these finely honed differences, the
series models quiet satisfaction across an annual
cycle, reassuring that whatever the weather,
individual perspectives can stay steady. Ages 2-5.
(Apr.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review



Title

Rebecca the White House
Raccoon

Sherlock Roach Bug Detec : a
Star Chapter Book

Snow problem and other
stories

Author

Tucholke, April
Genevieve

McGee, Joe

Pizzoli, Greg

Audience

Hardcover

Hardcover

Paperback

Interest
Level

Lower
Elementary

Lower
Elementary
Lower
Elementary

‘ Review

School Library Journal (March 1, 2026) Gr 1-3-A fun piece
of White House history as told by a furry, fun-loving,
raccoon who was loved by all (mostly). President Calvin
Coolidge really did have a raccoon sent to him for his
Thanksgiving dinner in 1926 that he decided not to eat and
then named Rebecca. She joined an eclectic menagerie of
animals in the White House, including cats, dogs, lion cubs,
wallaby, pygmy hippo, donkey, and black bear. The
President and First Lady were animal lovers, and Rebecca,
as she tells it, is the most beloved of them. Why else would
she have her own tree house to be the queen of? Or her
own specially embroidered collar? Lady Grace took her for
walks on a leash, and the President cuddled her while
sitting by the fire. Yes, everyone loved Rebecca. Just ask
the staff who chased her and the bobcat through the house
as they tore curtains and knocked over lamps and plants,
or the lion cubs to whom she and the donkey told scary
stories. Tucholke's fun and casually informative text is all
from Rebecca's point of view, while Szalay's illustrations
show a fun and boisterous raccoon plus the rest of the
story, including horrified staff, scared lion cubs, and chaos.
The afterword gives more details about the "real-life
menagerie at the White House." VERDICT No matter how
Rebecca ended her days, the photographs of her at the
White House bring history to young readers, making this a
solid purchase for most libraries.-Catherine Callegari ©
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

School Library Journal Xpress starred (March 27, 2026) Gr
3-7-Young readers' love of mysteries will be well served
with this first book in a new series by McGee. Sherlock
Roach is the greatest detective in Bugopolis. With his
assistant, Dr. Wormston, the story's narrator, the two are
quickly drawn into the case of who stole Lucille Ladybug's
crunchy crumb. lllustrated in attractive comic book panel-
style drawings and using speech bubbles, the story is easy
to follow, complemented by Ho's two-color line drawings.
Easily understood Briticisms and homages to Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle's classic mysteries are scattered throughout
the pages. When Sherlock Roach has solved the case, the
author seizes an educational opportunity to provide readers
with pages of fun facts about the mystery's bug suspects:
ladybugs, flies, cockroaches, centipedes, and crickets.
Sherlock Roach closes the book promising a sequel.
VERDICT A buggy, kid-friendly twist on a classic mystery
series; recommended for purchase.-Cheryl Blevens ©
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) A White House trash
panda (and deeply unreliable narrator) tells her life
story at last. According to the facts as we know
them, in 1926 a live raccoon was sent to the White
House to serve as President Calvin Coolidge’s
Thanksgiving dinner. Animal lover that he was, he
opted instead to adopt the wild creature, swiftly
making her a darling of the general public. Now
Rebecca the raccoon is here to give her side of the
story. As Rebecca tells it, both Calvin and First Lady
Grace added her to a household that included
everything from a pygmy hippo to lion cubs. While
the real Rebecca was deemed too wild for
domesticated society and eventually sent to live in a
z00, the Rebecca on this page ultimately wins over
everyone, human and otherwise, ending her book
with the declarative statement, “You would have
loved me, too.” Adeptly combining information and
speculation, the book ends with a mention of the
“real-life menagerie at the White House”; backmatter
explains the factual elements that pepper Rebecca’s
tale. Szalay’s art keeps the energy high, the humans
on their toes, and Rebecca just as sweet as you'd
want any young raccoon to be. Federal banditry
never looked so cute. A marvelous blend of fact,
fiction, and fantastical imaginings. (Informational
picture book. 3-6)

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) An investigation of a
miniature, invertebrate sort. Wrongdoers in
Bugopolis must contend with the brilliant detective
Sherlock Roach and his trusty assistant, Dr.
Wormston (the book’s narrator). Lucille the ladybug
arrives with news of stolen food, and faster than you
can declare the game is afoot, Sherlock is on the
case. Sherlock and Wormston'’s investigation takes
them to the scene of the crime (“on the countertop,
behind the flour jar”); they also gently interrogate
three suspects: Fast Eddie the fly, Old Twitch the
cricket, and Greasy Pearl the centipede. Sherlock
quietly observes each suspect, then reveals his
deductions. Readers—and Dr. Wormston—uwill be in
suspense until the final act, when a subtle visual clue
is made evident and closes the case. Ho’s
compositions rely on an average of two to three
large panels per page; the use of action lines, sound
effects, thought bubbles, and narrative exposition
makes the story easy to follow. The tale moves at a
brisk pace while highlighting recognizable characters
who are more friendly than gross. A subtle running
gag involves Dr. Wormston managing to turn the
pages of a newspaper or write notes despite not
having any appendages—talk about a handy
sidekick. The tale ends with a promise of more to
come; this detective’s newly minted fans will be
delighted. A clever and entertaining tale of crime-
fighting creepy-crawlies. (insect trivia) (Graphic
mystery. 5-9)

Review



Interest
Level Review Review Review

Title Author Audience
Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2026) Frequent
collaborators Barnett and Harris (The First Cat in
Space Ate Pizza, rev. 7/22, and sequels) here report
from the future -- and it's quite a trip. "In the future,
the sun is called THE MOON and the moon is called
THE SUN"; morning is night, and vice versa...
Bananas are known as apples, and "APPLES?...We
don't have apples in the future." Barnett's expert
School Library Journal (January 1, 2026) PreS-Gr 3-This  comedic pacing brings the silliness to another
tongue-in-cheek guidebook from the future reveals all kinds dimension; just when we think we know where the
of silly surprises about what the future will be like. Morning joke is going, he throws in a zinger to keep us off
is night, and night is morning. Bananas are called apples,  balance. The cleanly composed illustrations are
and apparently there is no word for apples because there  rendered in ink and gouache, which, the copyright
are no apples in the future. The color orange has been page states, "means something totally different in
replaced by the color blorange, which is a very popular the future." The restraint Harris shows is admirable;
word because nothing rhymes with it. The full-bleed the text is kooky enough without excess high jinks in
illustrations are presented in ink and gouache, which, the illustrations. Instead, the visual humor has plenty
according to the end papers, "means something totally of sly moments, sure to be appreciated on repeat
different in the future." A lot of people in the future are visits. (The choice of typeface -- Eames Century
called "Charlie Cheese Face," while instead of saying Modern -- is an inspired touch.) Noses are
goodbye, it is "You smell like a baby." Young readers will mushrooms; the supermarket is known as the
have a rollicking good time pondering the reasons for all of "BOLLY BOLLY HOO HOOQ"; and "instead of saying,
this. Two award-winning authors make for an explosive 'Thank you," we gently place a fish on another
combination in this crowd-pleasingly zany story that is sure person's head." The narrator concludes with a
to be a story hour hit. Humans are depicted with a mix of  future-speak story about a friendly interaction with a
skin tones. VERDICT Recommended for all picture book cashier at the bolly bolly hoo hoo. Then, sporting a
collections.-Jessica Marie © Copyright 2026. Library fish on their head, the narrator bids readers farewell:
Lower Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, "You smell like a baby!" The future is weird; buckle
The future book Barnett, Mac Hardcover Elementary Inc. No redistribution permitted. up. Kitty Flynn March/April 2026 p.45
Publishers Weekly (March 23, 2026) In this haunting
Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) In 1932, a girl must survive  speculative novel, Strange (Sisters of the Lost
a boarding school that holds a dark secret. Faye Fitzgerald Marsh) whisks readers to windswept Auk Island
has no memory of the incident that prompted Aunt School, where tween Faye Fitzgerald is
Christina to send her away. She’d rather go back to her unceremoniously enrolled after a storm leaves her
younger, happier days at Forest House, exploring nature aunt gravely injured and unable to care for both Faye
with her father, a shell-shocked Great War veteran, before  and her ill father. The forbidding academy, perched
his mental health deteriorated. Her new school is on off the Scottish coast, proves as inhospitable as the
isolated, rocky Auk Island in Scotland, where Dr. Lighter sea that surrounds it. Headmaster Dr. Lighter and
and his wife, Nurse Violet, aim to reform the moral his wife, steely Nurse Violet, are unnerved by Faye’s
character of their wicked charges through silence, labor, different-colored eyes, a condition called
and suspicious blue pills. That the Lighters are villainous is heterochromia, and the year opens with the students
no surprise, but their scheme’s sinister goals raise deadly  attending a classmate’s funeral, which unsettles
stakes for Faye and her new allies, such as bold, anagram- Faye. Even amid the gloom, Faye, long accustomed
loving Boudicca Braithwaite, sent from America by her to isolation ("Other children didn’t speak to me-and |
stepfather after her mother’s death. Her other key source of didn’'t speak to them"), befriends classmates
support turns out to be a charming surprise—and a good Boudicca Braithwaite and Prince Filiberto. Together,
partner in outmaneuvering their captors. An early, the trio-labeled "wicked" by the faculty for their
conveniently coincidental aspect of the story gives way to a curious nature-begin to suspect that the island’s
claustrophobic struggle for survival that features compelling moors conceal more than secrets. Rhythmic prose
obstacles. White-presenting Faye is unusually small for her tantalizingly seeds hints of magic through the stark
age and has one hazel eye and one green one. Her odd, landscape, building an atmosphere that is
fae-like characteristics pair well with her affinity for nature,  simultaneously chilling and alluring. Helmed by a
which is accentuated by the immersive descriptions of Auk  heroine whose quiet fortitude deepens into hard-won
Island and skirts the ambiguous edge of fabulism. courage, it's an evocative gothic horror tale in which
Thematically, Faye’s sense of an interconnected natural friendship becomes both weapon and shield.
world contrasts with the Lighter family’s binary take: “Hunt  Boudicca has brown skin; other characters cue as
The Island at the Edge of Upper or be hunted!” A moody mystery that unfolds in a lovingly ~ white. Ages 8-12. Agent: Luigi Bonomi, LBA Books.

Night Strange, Lucy Hardcover Elementary rendered setting. (Historical thriller. 8-12) (June) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
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The Wise Pickle

Author

Carzoo, Breanna

Howden, Sarah
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Hardcover
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Interest
Level Review

Kirkus Reviews (March 1, 2024) The beach is a rough
place for a sand castle, what with all the feet, Frisbees, and
other hazards around. Created by two children—one
brown-skinned, one tan-skinned—a small, bucket-shaped
castle with googly eyes and a hopeful smile (“Hello, world!
Here | am!”) faces a string of disasters, from a stomping
foot to a shower of rain. Dampened but undaunted, the
sandy jumble rises up into even higher and more elaborate
structures...only to be knocked down again and again.
Then a nearby castle that was constructed in the
background by two brown-skinned children, only to suffer a
“squish” of its own thanks to a passing wave, prompts a
proposal: “Let’s pick ourselves up, / dust ourselves off, /
and weather everything life throws at us... / TOGETHER!”
If the generalized monologue seems addressed more to
younger adults than children, and superfluous anyway
given that few if any readers will have trouble recognizing
that both the setting and squishing are intended to be
metaphorical, the text does add further lift to the visual
buoyancy of the low-angled collage beachscapes, created
from paper grocery bags, construction paper, and a little
sand. The closing “Hello, world! Here we are!” makes a
fitting caption to the final view of a magnificent, double-
towered construct festooned with banners and waving
crabs...and, it seems, only seconds away from one more
Lower crashing, but never crushing, squish. Buckets of sandy
Elementary uplift. (Picture book. 6-8)

School Library Journal starred (April 1, 2026) K-Gr 5-One
day, a pickle arrives against the outside wall of a dry
cleaners. The animals that find it are surprised that the
pickle can talk. The pickle tells the animals that it is wise
and they might ask it questions. They ask it some fairly
existential ones: "Do you ever get bored?" "Why are we
here?" The pickle responds with some fairly complex
answers. As the pickle nears the end of its time with the
animals, they are all sad to see it go but not surprised by its
departure. The artwork is simple, with white backgrounds
and a vivid green for the pickle and more muted colors for
the animals, but that simplicity supports the spare, direct
text, leaving readers room to consider and ponder. This is
one that kids will return to, in search of the meaning of the
pickle's life (and perhaps their own) and how life can be
surprising. Also herein is a wonderful opportunity to talk or
write about some of the questions that the animals raise for
the pickle, as well as other big questions that children
have. VERDICT This quirky picture book is a perfect (and
perfectly intriguing) read-aloud for conversation and
laughs.-Debbie Tanner © Copyright 2026. Library Journals
Lower LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
Elementary redistribution permitted.

Review

Publishers Weekly starred (February 19, 2024) After
it is stomped by one of its kid creators, the indignities
keep piling up for this picture book’s googly-eyed
sandcastle protagonist. Initially, the first-person
narrator tries to rebuild itself: "I've gotta... pick myself
up, dust myself off, and be on the lookout!" Though it
fashions itself even bigger each time, it's efforts are
to no avail-its tower is quickly lopped off by a
Frisbee, and a later rainstorm all but melts it. Even
giving up ("Nothing can squish me if I'm already
squished, right?") can’t restrain the force of two
sandcastle-builders and a big wave. But when the
sandcastle notices a similarly afflicted sand creation,
its perspective changes. "l thought it was just me,
but we’ve all been squished, haven’t we? And we
didn’t deserve what happened to us, did we?" With
the help of some engineering-minded sand crabs,
the two sandpiles unite into one dual-towered castle
that’s ready to "weather everything life throws at us...
TOGETHER!" Alongside a familiar message of
solidarity and resilience, visual storytelling from
Carzoo (Greenlight)-single-plane images rendered in
subtly dimensional cut-paper collage-has lots of
good-hearted, goofy verve. Ages 4-8. Agent:
Jennifer Rofé, Andrea Brown Literary. (May) ©
Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) What'’s a pickle on the
side of the road to do? A dark green pickle with two
wide eyes arrives outside a dry cleaners, thrown
away after being “served beside a hot dog to a
person...who hated pickles.” As the pickle ruminates
on its life, a rat is startled to hear it talking. Other
animals gather, equally fascinated by the briny
vegetable. Sensing the pickle is special, they take
care of it, asking it a series of questions that start out
simple (“Are you hungry?”) yet become more
existential along the way (“Why are we here?”),
eliciting matter-of-fact responses (“I'm here to feed
others, not to eat,” “Purposes can change”). As the
animals prepare to send the pickle off in its preferred
way (“Gobbled up by a dog”), fate steps in, and the
pickle embarks on another adventure. This
delightfully deadpan musing on life urges
compassion for others. Howden'’s straightforward
text is on the philosophical side, though also rooted
in the absurd. Hahn'’s spare black graphite pencil
watercolor, mostly set against a white background,
are imbued with humor and empathy for the pickle,
with the foodstuff’s expressive eyes conveying many
emotions at once. While adults are likely the target
audience for some of the deeper, more probing
questions, younger readers will nevertheless feel
moved by the pickle and curious about its journey. A
thoughtful look at life, in all its beauty and
strangeness. (Picture book. 4-8)

Review

Publishers Weekly starred (March 23, 2026) With a briny
wit, Howden (The Tunnel) and Hahn (I Am a Dragon!)
offer up a sly parable suggesting that radical acceptance
can be goofy, profound, and green. When a pickle drops
from the sky onto a sidewalk outside a dry cleaner, local
wildlife-a rat, a bird, a chipmunk, a mouse, an earthworm-
gather around it with earnest curiosity. After it begins
offering existential observations about its life, they proffer
a pillow and ask big questions: "Do you ever get bored?"
"Why are we here?" As the pickle shrivels in the sun, its
answers prove comically gnomic ("Purposes can change").
It draws its philosophy from experiential knowledge:
sprouting as a seed, floating in an environment "like the
sea, but with more garlic," then being "served beside a hot
dog to a person... who hated pickles." Against what might
otherwise feel like heady fare, minimalist pencil and
watercolor vignettes give the world a humorous calm-the
animals are sweetly attentive, and the pickle’s wide-set
googly eyes radiate a disarming serenity. As the wind-
down turns into a smartly plotted loop, chaotic comedy
lands the ending somewhere between ridiculousness and
enlightenment. Full of tangy absurdity, it's a picture book
fit to be relished. Ages 4-8. (June) © Copyright PWxyz,
LLC. All rights reserved.
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School Library Journal Xpress (March 20, 2026) Gr 1-4-
Well-known and loved artist Vincent van Gogh created
many famous paintings, but where did his inspiration come
from? According to this van Gogh-inspired storyteller, it
came from a little mischievous black-and-white dog. As van
Gogh sits down to paint, he struggles with exactly what he
wants to create. While searching for inspiration, a pup trots
out of a wheat field and steals his paintbrush. During a
chase through the village, van Gogh encounters different
landscapes that spark creative ideas. The dog leads him
through sunflowers, to a café, and into the starry night,
eventually drawing him to the river, where van Gogh takes
a rowboat to capture the wily canine. Along the way, he
sees his reflection and realizes the fright he has become.
Full of ideas, van Gogh heads home to paint. Paint and
paper textures combined with digital media bring the story
to life in homage to the artist. Pictures fill the entire page,
with some extending into spreads. Larson's short but
detailed sentences offer a creative take on how van Gogh
may have found inspiration, making this ideal for classroom
art and writing discussions. VERDICT Beautifully written
and illustrated, this title is perfect for creative writing
projects or pure enjoyment and is a first purchase for
libraries.-Tracy Cronce © Copyright 2026. Library Journals
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-Fireheart has
led Thunderclan to victory and a time of peace and
rebuilding has settled in. With Bluestar now on her final life,
and suspicion of treachery placed on Tigerclaw, the wild
warrior cats and their clans have much to prepare for.
Some rise in ranks, their bravery proving they are ready to
be hunters, while others prepare to face fallout from their
decisions. What lies in the immediate future for these clans
is unclear, and readers will enjoy finding out. Fans will
delight in seeing their favorite characters and early series
plotlines shown in such unique and vibrant colors.
VERDICT Graphic novels of this long-running series will
help bring these stories to a new audience. © Copyright
2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Booklist starred (April 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 15))
Preschool-Grade 3. At the start of this action-packed
chase story, Vincent van Gogh is stuck. He can't
come up with ideas for paintings, and no one will
model for him. As Vincent sits despondently at his
easel before a wheat field, a small white dog with
black spots whizzes past, stealing Vincent's
paintbrush. Thus begins a madcap race through
country and town, including a field of sunflowers, a
village street, a café, and up hills into a star-studded
nightscape. No sooner does Vincent retrieve one
stolen object than the spirited dog picks up another,
like a clutch of sunflowers and a battered straw hat.
After an eventful day and night, Vincent and his new
dog fall asleep in his bedroom at Arles. Fans of Van
Gogh will realize that they’ve joined a wild tour
through some of his most famous paintings, like
Sunflowers, The Night Café, Bedroom, and Starry
Night. The illustrations here, a combination of paint
and paper textures with digital media, are
wonderfully evocative of Van Gogh'’s style. Besides
giving a fun overview of his paintings (nine that
appear in the book are reproduced at the end), this
advocates for getting out into the world and
observing its wonder instead of waiting for
inspiration.

Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2025) Fireheart
struggles with new responsibilities as treachery and
natural disasters threaten ThunderClan in this
second volume of the graphic recasting of the initial
Warriors series. Encompassing events from middle
volumes Forest of Secrets (2003) and Rising Storm
(2004), this episode features flood, fire, learning
opportunities, and a treacherous coup attempt as
Fireheart advances up ThunderClan’s hierarchy
while taking his kittypet sister Princess’s first born,
Cloudkit, away from the Twolegplace to train as a
warrior. Fireheart is easy enough to pick out in the
illustrations because he has a distinctive mark on his
brow, but even readers who've read and reread the
original novels may have trouble keeping the rest of
the characters in the teeming feline cast apart—
particularly since the illustrators admit to adding a
few extras to fill out crowd scenes. Still, the switch to
a graphic format from the original prose allows the
wordless training and action sequences to speed the
plot along. The artwork also offers vivid visual
renditions of pouncing on crunchy fresh-kill and gory,
savage battles with other cats that underscore the
feral violence of life in the wild—not to mention
packing cats, cats, and more cats into the panels.
The fetching interplay between irrepressible Cloudkit
and his patient, serious mentor stands out, as does
the heroic protagonist’s progress toward coming into
his own. The expert, artful transition of the classic
series to a new format continues. (map, character
sheets, alternate cover sketches) (Graphic animal
fantasy. 11-13)

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) Vincent van Gogh feels
artistically stifled until a small dog shows him beauty he’s
overlooked. A downcast Van Gogh is full of self-doubt.
“How can | paint if | never go anywhere exciting?” Enter a
small dog who mysteriously appears from a wheat field
before dashing away with the artist's paintbrushes. The
naughty pup leads Van Gogh on a chase through the
places found in his works. They cavort through “bright-
yellow sunflowers” that leave the artist crowing, “Such
colors! Such light!” and into a town, past the establishment
from Van Gogh’s famed red-toned Night Café (he
reassesses the location as “bright and welcoming”). After
the dog’s antics necessitate a rescue from the river under
a painterly, starry night, Van Gogh returns home, bursting
with ideas, bringing the newly named Sunny along. There’
s no doubt the intrepid pup is a child-friendly tour guide,
though a note clarifying whether Van Gogh actually owned
a pet might have enriched the book. Altogether, the
adventurous duo introduces nine different paintings,
reproduced as a mini art gallery on the last page—an
especially valuable component for teachers or adults
planning museum trips. Helmer’s energetic art winks at but
doesn'’t replicate Van Gogh'’s style; her bright, confident
paint and digital illustrations rely heavily on the dabbed
lines, swirls, and spirals that Van Gogh favored. A creative
romp through a renowned artist’s world. (Picture book. 4-
8)
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Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2026) This comical
cumulative tale starts with cantankerous fisherwoman
Maude and her dog Claude heading out to sea for the daily
catch. Metafictive friction is evident when the narrator
begins the story, "Every day for many, many, many, MANY
-- " and Maude interrupts with, "They get the idea." The day
goes awry when a whale swallows their "trusty little boat"
whole. Clever details in the setting, from fishing village to
open sea to whale innards, created with charcoal,
gouache, and digital media, amplify the humor, while the
compositions, strong contrasts, and darkening colors
heighten the drama. As Maude sets about throwing a
goodbye party (haranguing the beleaguered narrator to be
more effusive with the farewell speech), the whale ingests
more and more creatures. While the narrative repeats and
builds, the characters' antics escalate as both art and
speech become more crowded and ridiculous with every
page-turn. A "musty little goat," in particular, causes a lot of
fuss. Maude finally sends the party and the story to their
climactic moment before returning home with Claude and
"their new friend the goat." The question "what could
tomorrow bring?" is extra intriguing because of the huge
green tentacles seen surfacing from the water, but Maude
already has a plan. Art and text work delightfully together,
each expanding the other, to create a sea story with
attitude well suited for a lively read-aloud. Julie Roach
May/June 2026 p.69

School Library Journal (February 1, 2026) PreS-K-Pizzoli's
latest enters new territory with a soothing nature-themed
bedtime story. With a question-and-answer format
reminiscent of Eric Carle's Brown Bear, Brown Bear What
Do You See?, this book follows a young child with tan skin
and brown hair around the yard and into the house asking
various creatures where they go when the sun goes down.
After talking to all the pets in the house, the narrator then
asks the child, "Where do you go when the sun goes
down?" and then proceeds to review each of the places the
animals call home, asking if the child goes there. This last
line of questioning brings up some giggle-worthy ideas
before finally landing on the perfect place for a child to go
at night. Children will be fascinated by this concept and will
love answering the silly questions with a strong "No!" The
illustrations are done with Pizzoli's usual pen-on-paper
screen printing technique but with a new layered look.
Each color is allowed to show through small gaps in the
following layers, adding interest to what would otherwise be
large swaths of earth-toned color. VERDICT Administering
to children's natural curiosity, this is a sweet bedtime book
or for use in lessons on animals at night.-Virginia Pine ©
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) A crusty old
fisherwoman and her faithful dog prepare their last
rites. Tan-skinned, white-haired Maude’s been
fishing for a long time; she’s seen it all. At least, she
assumes that she has, until the day she, her dog,
Claude, and their “trusty little boat” are all swallowed
by a whale. Ever the pragmatist, Maude attempts to
stage her own farewell party, but she’s constantly
interrupted by an increasing number of (recently
swallowed) guests. With this cumulative tale, the
unseen narrator continually must restart the ode,
“Farewell Maude, a grand old dame. / Farewell
Claude, sixth of his name” with additional elegies
added on for a crab, an octopus, a goat, a sea lion,
and a puffin. When a celebratory candle (a flare
placed in the middle of a sandwich) causes the
whale to sneeze and blow the whole kit and
kaboodle out its blow hole, Maude treats this turn of
events with the same unimpressed ennui she has
every step of this adventure. A kraken-infused
ending suggests future annoyances to Maude’s
routine. Grandiose grump that she is, Maude and her
continual interruptions are well rendered by Durst’s
peppy art, which is filled with tiny details. Maude’s
eyes never rise above their half-lidded skepticism,
but what she lacks in joie de vivre, the
accompanying animals more than make up for.
Stand aside, Pinocchio. There’s new whale bait in
town, and she’s got her own kind of flair. (Picture
book. 3-6)

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2026) This
gentle, participatory bedtime book uses a repeated
question: "Where do you go when the sun goes
down?" The text establishes a soothing cadence that
invites toddlers and preschoolers to anticipate the
pattern and chime in as the pages turn. A small child
moves through the natural world, posing the
question to a butterfly, an ant, and a mother bird,
each explaining where it settles when night arrives.
Indoors, the child asks the same of familiar
companions: a fish in its tank, a cat curled up in a
cozy chair. The refrain becomes a bridge to the
book’s closing moments. When the child is finally
asked the question, Pizzoli depicts a loving adult
lifting the child into their arms and carrying them to
bed to "sleep safe and sound." Right before that, a
spread with a brief series of call-and-response
prompts reinforces the book's interactive nature,
asking young listeners whether they sleep under a
leaf, under the ground, or in a nest, as the animals
do. Pizzoli's screenprinted collage art, with its softly
textured grain and stylized simplicity, radiates
warmth. Pastel hues dominate the daytime scenes,
shifting to deeper blues and purples as bedtime
approaches. Comforting and steady in rhythm, the
book offers a reassuring way to ease into night while
celebrating the small rituals shared among living
beings. Julie Danielson March/April 2026 p.52

Review

Kirkus Reviews starred (April 1, 2026) Lilting cadences
greet the end of day as creatures big and small bed down
for the night. In a world on the cusp of sleep, a tan-skinned
child questions a variety of animals: “Where do you go? /
Where do you go / when the sun goes down?” Each
answers with the same rhythmic sequence. The fish
declares, “l go to the deep. / The dark, cool deep / is
where | sleep. / | go to the deep / when the sun goes
down.” The ant responds, “I go underground. / Down in the
dirt, / down / down / down. | go underground / when the
sun goes down.” Each page shows the smiling speaker in
their place of rest. Pizzoli changes the order of the rhymes
ever so slightly in the final section as he asks the
protagonist—and, by extension, readers—that same
question. The reply? “You go to bed. / You go to your bed
/ and sleep safe and sound. / You go to your bed / when
the sun goes down.” The text is perfectly pitched to
younger readers, its seeming simplicity beautifully
designed for a read-aloud sure to lull little ones to sleep.
The accompanying art, screen-printed by hand and
collaged, has a tactile feel. The result evokes titles by old-
school picture-book creators like Margaret Wise Brown
and Eric Carle. Sleepytime gets an assist thanks to a book
with all the markings of a contemporary bedtime classic.
(Picture book. 2-4)
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School Library Journal (April 1, 2026) Gr 3-7-Applegate's
latest is a novel in verse about Wombat, a dog who has
always been a stray. She's living in Los Angeles when
terrible fires come, and her instinct is to find safety away
from the fire, except there is a voice in her head telling her
to go towards it. She meets up with another stray who
advises her to listen to the voice, that it is her destiny to
find her human. Wombat isn't sure she really wants a
human, but she follows the voice anyway and ends up
perched on a bench that survived the fires. At the same
time, there is a boy, Henry, whose family is impacted by
the fire. One of Henry's moms works at an animal shelter
that is evacuating. The ending is not a surprise, but it does
take most of the book for Wombat to find her person, and
the tension stays strong. There is a lot of philosophy in the
book that will offer interesting opportunities for
conversation, like "Did humans have voices, too, inner
guides so ferocious and consuming, telling you that you are
something, that you need something, that you must
become something?" There are themes of family and
community, of loss and natural disasters, of making peace
and forgiveness, of destiny and fate, how animals can help
humans heal in surprising ways. Ultimately, this is a book
about finding the "right one," and it's an appealing and
heartwarming story that will resonate with lots of readers.
VERDICT A charming novel in verse that fans of Katherine
Applegate won't want to miss.-Debbie Tanner © Copyright
2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal Xpress (July 25, 2025) PreS-Gr 2-
When a book about the alphabet starts with Z, it's a pretty
good indication that chaos and hilarity will ensue. Luckily Z
and Y are right next to each other in the reverse alphabet
so Zebra can ask his friend Yak what's going on. Yak
doesn't have all the answers (or any answers, really), but
he helps Zebra investigate why the alphabet is presented
backwards. The simple cartoon illustrations complement
the text's comedic tone. The humor varies from silly (the
ukelele for U looks like a duplicate violin) to gross: N is for
nose, so Yak sticks a finger into Zebra's nose, pulls out a
booger, and keeps it, just in case B is for booger. This fun,
playful read will delight beginning readers just as much as
the early elementary crowd who already knows the
alphabet. VERDICT A delightfully imaginative approach to
phonetic awareness that will prompt giggles and smirks.-
Alison Schwartz © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2026) Against the
background of the 2025 Palisades and Eaton fires in
Southern California, Applegate crafts a timely story
with two strands. Wombat, a stray dog, knows she
should be fleeing the fire, but a strong, mysterious
voice, "like the echo of wolfsong," commands her to
head toward the danger zone of active fires.
(Another stray tells Wombat that she's a "destiny
dog.") On the human front, Henry and his sister and
moms are evacuated from their home with almost no
notice. Though one of Henry's mothers is very
involved with animals, working at a wildlife rescue
center, Henry himself is nervous around dogs. There
are various other animals in the cast, including an
owl and a bat, but it becomes clear early in the
suspenseful plot that Wombat and Henry are the
main focus, on a trajectory to meet. Applegate's
strength, as always, is creating convincing and
affecting animal points of view, and her verse-like
narrative style -- impressionistic, short-lined
sentences with plenty of white space -- embraces all
the senses (including senses only available to
animals) and pushes the boundaries of language.
Occasional textured black-and-white art illustrates
some scenes. The story doesn't hide its message
under a bushel, and that message is the value and
strength of comradeship, community, and kindness
in a crisis. Sarah Ellis May/June 2026 p.81

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2025) When Apple goes
missing, an alphabet book must start at the end—
much to Zebra’s chagrin. “This is ridiculous!” Zebra
huffs. “We need to find Apple.” Working from the end
of the alphabet, Zebra recruits Yak to help find the
absent Apple. Letter avatars such as Turtle, Queen,
and Ladder assist in their search. Others are less
helpful, like Snake, who tries to eat Zebra and Yak.
(Quick: “R is for Running!”) The pair engage in antics
aplenty along the way: mistaking both Pumpkin and
Orange for Apple, playing with Hula Hoops, and
wondering about the difference between Violin and
Fiddle. A recurring gag about Booger will elicit plenty
of chuckles, as will frustrated Zebra'’s interactions
with the unseen narrator. At last, the duo find Apple,
who thought the book was scheduled for next week.
Angry at missing the big moment, Apple throws a
multi-page temper tantrum. Suddenly, Alligator
snaps Apple up, becoming the new face of the letter
A. The cartoon illustrations will appeal to fans of Mo
Willems and Ben Clanton, with characters drawn in
simple lines and set against bright monochrome
backgrounds. The clever meta humor, quick pacing,
and snappy dialogue will entice a range of readers,
including kids slightly older than the average ABC
book audience. This classic concept book turned
topsy-turvy is packed with appeal from Z to A.
(Picture book. 3-7)

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) A stray dog finds her
destiny amid the chaos of a Southern California wildfire.
Wombat is a small dog with stubby legs and “silly ears /
that look like furry cookies’—almost impossibly cute in
Bricking’s occasional pencil-style vignettes. She’s
mastered the art of survival, so when a mysterious internal
voice prods her to go toward the fire, she resists. “The
wrong way is the right way. / The right way is the wrong
way,” the voice insists. When she tells fellow stray Silas
about it, he tells Wombat she’s a “destiny dog,” bound to
“find their person / before their person / can find them.”
Convinced, she decides to follow the mysterious
instructions. Meanwhile, Henry, a boy who's leery of dogs,
loves the bats at the wildlife rehabilitation center where
Mama Ro, a veterinarian, works; his Mama J is a librarian.
Henry and Barnabas, a fruit bat at the center, are both
uprooted by the fire, and their paths converge with
Wombat'’s at an emergency shelter. The third-person
perspective shifts from character to character in clusters of
free-verse poems that fully immerse readers in each one’s
experiences in turn. This extra-concentrated delivery of
Applegate’s typically spare writing proves effective,
balancing terror and sadness with heart and humor. Henry
has light brown skin, Mama Ro has curly black hair and
brown skin, and Mama J presents white. Affecting and
hopeful. (Verse fiction. 8-12)
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Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) Hijinks ensue when Zebra
and Yak try to count down from 20 in this elevated concept
book. An unseen narrator asks the titular duo—last seen in
Zebra and Yak: The Backwards Alphabet Book (2025)—if
they are ready to count. Zebra and Yak are confused when
the narrator begins with 20. After the narrator explains that
this book is about counting down, not up, they start again,
using the familiar refrain of 20 bottles of milk on the wall.
But chaos again sets in as Zebra and Yak argue about how
to share the milk. By 17, their fighting has attracted a herd
of cows. Their escape from the stampede grows
increasingly zany, involving a Ferris wheel, an aerial
getaway, UFOs, a long plunge on a spread rotated 90
degrees, a series of trampolines, and a stop at a unicorn’s
burrito truck. The countdown continues with each step until
the pair unwittingly board one rocket ship. The countdown
restarts, running from 20 to one, all on a single page,
leading inevitably to blast-off. As the two float through outer
space, Zebra wonders if they can get more milk. The
simply drawn yet expressive cartoon duo, set against solid
backgrounds with dynamic fonts, will appeal to fans of
Elephant and Piggie or Narwhal and Jelly. The charming
protagonists’ personalities, quips, and antics take the story
beyond a concept book into a laugh-aloud, character-
driven romp with ample rereading potential. Count on it—
youngsters will laugh all the way through. (Picture book. 3-
7)

School Library Journal Xpress (October 31, 2025) PreS-Gr
2-Penguin loves living with his friends in Antarctica, but
sometimes they stress him out with their constant noise
and movement. One day, when the squawks, pips, and
thumps get to be too much, Penguin can't take it anymore.
He shouts at his friends and then waddles away in search
of zen. What Penguin learns ends up helping him save the
day when another penguin is in trouble. This gentle story
by Smith (The Hawk of the Castle) has a calming effect,
with soft brushed illustrations by Hanson (I Love You Like
No Otter) in a light palette of whites, blues, and browns,
and the repeated phrase "This is how | feel zen," in larger
text that rolls like an ocean wave. Readers may relate to
the adorable penguin, differentiated from his friends by the
heart in the middle of his chest, as he describes what it
feels like when he gets overstimulated: "Sometimes, his
heart beat fast like a drum. Other times, he got angry like a
fierce Antarctic storm." Caregivers reading with children
may share techniques to help them relax and stay calm;
along with the suggestions of Penguin's friends in the story,
the back matter offers more ideas, including belly breathing
and drawing. VERDICT A gentle, calming story that shows
young readers different ways to stay peaceful in a noisy
world. Recommended for the SEL shelves.-Florence
Simmons © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) Amid a vast polar
terrain, a small penguin becomes overstimulated.
Starting from the very first page (in which a group of
the flightless birds slumber in an adorable heap), this
book aims to hit readers right in the feels. Penguin
(made easy to spot by a heart-shaped patch of chest
feathers) loves his pals, though they are very, very
noisy. They squawk, while his aptly named baby
sister, Pip, emits a “pip.” Their many wintry activities
are fun but equally loud (“thump,” “crack,” “whoosh”),
and the stress sometimes makes Penguin’s heart
pound. Angry and frustrated, Penguin asks his non-
penguin friends how they “feel zen.” Blue Whale
relies on deep breathing; Seal loves yoga; Gull
enjoys gardening. Penguin tries all these practices
and soon finds the external stressors balanced by
his “calm and quiet inside.” When he hears someone
crying out for help, he applies what he has learned to
untangle Pip, a knitter, from the purple yarn that
colorfully symbolizes the struggle with outside
irritants. And Penguin earns his new name: Zenguin.
Instructions for “finding calm” in four specific,
practical ways (belly breathing, drawing, finger play,
and hugging oneself) end the book. The simple story
is well paced, accessible, and engaging, and the
darling gray-and-white penguins, with warm orange
beaks and toes, who look like living stuffies, are
sweet fluffballs. An adorable counter to anxiety,
featuring easy exercises and charming Antarctic
animals. (Picture book. 3-7)

Review

Publishers Weekly (October 27, 2025) Overcome by his
boisterous community’s ceaseless cacophony, Penguin
seeks advice from other creatures in this guide-like story
about achieving calm. Smith’s narration articulates
Penguin’s inner and outer sensations: amid an initial
commotion, "his heart beat fast like a drum." Seeking
feelings of peace (a "special calm" his friends call zen),
the protagonist approaches Blue Whale to learn about
deep breathing, Seal to practice yoga, and Gull to
investigate garden raking. "This is how | feel zen," they
each instruct. The various techniques’ beneficial effects
manifest immediately: "The world was noisy, but he was
calm and quiet inside." Hanson’s softly lit illustrations have
a fuzzy texture that emphasizes the text’s spotlight on self-
soothing. And when Penguin’s sister gets tangled in yarn,
the event aptly provides the big brother with an opportunity
to share what he’s learned. "Finding Calm with Zenguin"
instructions conclude. Ages 4-8. (Jan.) © Copyright
PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Horn Book On his first attempt at skiing, Mr. Magee finds
himself hurtling downhill at perilous speeds, dangling over
a precipitous ravine, and being inadvertently rescued by a
birch-tree-seeking moose. As in Mr. Magee's previous two
adventures, the spry, humor-filled verse is successful at
getting readers to root for the ever-ebullient main character
and his dog, shown in appealing retro-style gouache
illustrations.

Booklist Ages 5-9. Mr. Magee and his little dog, Dee, love
spending time in their boat on the sea. So right after
breakfast one early morning, off they sail with Magee at the
wheel and Dee on the deck. All goes swimmingly until they
encounter a rambunctious little whale who wants to play.
Alas, his play becomes the shipmates' folly and in short
order Magee and Dee find themselves shipwrecked--not on
a desert island but high atop a nearby spruce. Oh, what a
predicament! Will the sailors--and their boat--remain
hopelessly stuck, 60 feet up? Well, let's just say that where
there's a whale, there's a way. Van Dusen's sing-song,
rhyming story makes for an agreeable read-aloud while his
cheerful, candy-colored cartoon illustrations provide equal
fun for the eye.

Review

Kirkus Mr. Magee's gone Down to the Sea and on A
Camping Spree (2000, 2003), and now it's time for
him to ski. In rhyming couplets, he and his little dog
Dee head out for a practice run on a nearby hill. On
go the skis (equipped with hysterically antique
bindings to go with Mr. Magee's woolen knickers),
into the backpack goes Dee and down the hill they
go-straight at a moose. The ensuing slapstick is both
predictable and very, very funny, with Mr. Magee
and Dee limboing under the moose before they end
up suspended, heads down, over a crevasse by the
skis-across which the moose ambles. The pacing of
both verse and shiny, retro illustrations excels, and
Mr. Magee couldn't hope to find a prettier landscape
to fall down in. (Picture book. 4-8)

Publisher's Weekly A chrome kitchen table, a
buttercream-yellow Studebaker and other campy
1950s accessories distinguish this ebullient picture
book. At daybreak, Mr. Magee, sporting a spiffy
straw boater, and his black-and-white beagle, Dee,
pack a picnic basket and drive to the seaside. They
hop into their red-and-silver motorboat and putter
across a hyper-blue ocean, past rocky islands that
suggest the Maine coastline. As they admire a pod
of whales in the distance, a stray baby whale grows
curious. "From under the sea the little whale spied/
Magee and Dee's boat—but not them inside./ He
longed for adventure. He wanted to play./ So he
bumped at the boat in a most friendly way." Van
Dusen (illus. of Silas, the Bookstore Cat) radically
shifts perspective from spread to spread. Readers
get a bird's-eye view of the boat with the immense
whale below it, a lobster's-eye view of the whale
beneath the tiny boat and a breathtaking close-up of
Magee and Dee, who are airborne when the whale
spouts a plume of water. The narrative bounces
along on merrily measured meter, which maintains a
lighthearted mood as the other whales get Magee
and Dee out of trouble. The story ends at nightfall,
with the sailors back on dry land. Van Dusen's
exacting verse and kitschy, perfectionistic gouaches
make this one whale of a tale. Ages 4-8. (Mar.)

Review

SLJ K-Gr 2-In his third outing, hapless Mr. Magee and his
dog take up skiing. They decide to do a practice run close
to home on a "great little hill with a view of the bay." As
soon as he takes off, Mr. Magee realizes he doesn't know
how to steer or stop. They are heading toward a very large
moose who is too stunned to obey the polite request to
step aside. Man and dog both duck and slide under the
animal and between his legs. The skis snag on a log and
man and dog upend over a ravine. Their skis form a bridge
across the ravine and the moose uses this opportunity to
get to the other side. His weight makes the skis sag and
when he leaps off, they spring and flip Mr. Magee again,
landing him on solid ground. He and his dog decide that
skiing lessons are necessary and return home. The
gouache illustrations are clean, crisp, and colorful. Various
shades of blue, green, and purple nicely show the chill of
the winter day. The rhyming text, with occasional bolded
words, scans easily. Fans of Mr. Magee will feel at home
with this one.-leva Bates, Ann Arbor District Library, Ml (c)
Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

SLJ PreS-Gr 1-Mr. Magee and his dog Dee set out in their
boat for a calm day on the water. While they admire a pod
of whales, a stray comes up from underneath their boat
and gives a big blow. The boat goes flying through the air
and lands in a tree. Eventually, the whales come to their
rescue and Mr. Magee and Dee return safely home after
their crazy adventure. The momentum of the story is fast,
and the rhyming text is sure to delight children. The
gouache cartoons have a nostalgic *50s look and are
bright, comical, and alive with color and detail. Each
double-page spread offers a new perspective on the
action. A strong debut for Van Dusen.-Hennie Vaandrager,
Byron Township Library, Byron Center, Ml
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‘ Review

Kirkus A cautionary tale loses track in this fable of an
egomaniacal monarch. Here's how this story ends: The
king and the sorceress fall in love and live happily ever
after. And this is a surprise, because just a few pages
earlier, the sorceress had put a curse on the king. His head
inflated until it was 10 feet wide, so that he would learn to
be less arrogant. Some picture books would conclude the
story there, with King Hugo humble and chastened and
vowing never again to say things like "Say, who's the most
majestic king?" But a few pages from the end, the
sorceress has a realization: "Could it be, deep down inside,
/ she kind of liked the king?" The author, it seems, is a die-
hard romantic. Readers may be less forgiving, not only
because the romance comes out of left field, but because
the author tries to rhyme "and bent down on his knee" with
"then spoke most humbly." The awkward verses make it
difficult to put up with an insufferable main character-and
vice versa. The pictures of King Hugo floating through the
air, however, are hysterical; readers may wish the book
had ended on that punch line. Even in the age of The
Stinky Cheese Man, sometimes a tidy moral is best. Some
fairy tales, it turns out, work better without the fairy-tale
ending. (Picture book. 3-6

In this moving retelling of the classic fairytale, children
see the transformation of something abominable into
something beautiful and learn the importance of trust
when it matters most. Bilingual English-Spanish
edition.

n this ironic retelling of the classic fairytale, children learn
the importance of being patient and choosing carefully
when it matters most.

Tales to Grow by is a new series of books that unlocks the
power of fairy tales. Each tale is retold to highlight
important emotions, feelings and attitudes of its characters.
Beautiful illustrations make the story accessible to young
readers. Now in Spanish.

This charming bilingual song from the Grammy Award-
winning duo 123 Andrés is brought to life in board book
form making it perfect for storytime sharing! Centered in a
tender message of love, follow the adorable animal families
as they reunite through the spreads, while introducing the
colors in English and Spanish!

Review

Publisher's Weekly "Long ago, when people spoke/

with words like 'thou' and 'thee,' " a Napoleonic

figure (in attitude and physical stature) named King
Hugo ruled supreme. While his subjects think he's a
joke, they have no choice but abjection: they bow

low when he passes by and pretend to listen his

"Speech of Adoration," a weekly hours-long "boring
buzz/ of how mighty and magnificent/ King Hugo
thought he was." Comeuppance takes the form of a

comely, feisty peasant maid named Tessa, who,

unbeknownst to the king, is also a sorceress. "Let's
see if all your arrogance/ can fit inside your head,"
she says, and sure enough, "his head kept bloating,/
bulging bigger every day" with each narcissistic act,
until he looks like a bobble head doll on steroids. A
life lesson and true love tie up the loose ends, but
not before readers are treated to a terrific melange of
satire, slapstick, and caricature, all served up with
expert comic timing. Van Dusen (The Circus Ship)
may be puncturing the myth of infallible monarchy,
but readers will have no trouble pledging obeisance
to his comic majesty. Ages 3-6. (Aug.) (c) Copyright

PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

These books are on the history approved classroom
list, we just need to get them approved for library

circulation

These books are on the history approved classroom
list, we just need to get them approved for library

circulation

These books are on the history approved classroom
list, we just need to get them approved for library

circulation

These books are on the history approved classroom
list, we just need to get them approved for library

circulation

Review

SLJ Gr 1-3-King Hugo is a mini monarch (he's three foot
three) who thinks very highly of himself. He makes his
subjects bow to him as he extols his magnificence
throughout the kingdom. One day his royal coach careens
by a woman working along the road and sends her into a
ditch. She just happens to be a sorceress and casts a
spell on him. Each time he begins to brag, his head grows
a tad bigger. When he topples from the top of the castle
and rolls like a boulder into the valley, he once again
meets the sorceress, who reveals her curse. To prove she
is the creator of his misfortune, she allows all the haughty
things he has said to explode from his head. Returning to
his original appearance, he realizes what a fool he had
been and humbly apologizes. "What happened next was
kismet/yet truly unforeseen:/he became a better man,/and
she became a queen!" This enchanting story in verse will
appeal to readers who can laugh at the foolhardy king
while enjoying his bizarre transformation. Children will
revel at the fanciful illustrations and celebrate when the
braggart receives his comeuppance. The gouache
illustrations demand attention and are rich in comedic
detail with a fairy-tale quality. This is a great group read-
aloud that offers opportunity for reflection and discussion.-
Diane Antezzo, Ridgefield Library, CT (c) Copyright 2011.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.
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‘ Review

School Library Journal Xpress starred (January 30, 2026)
Gr 2-6-"You know those stories that no one believes...
stories that some kid heard from another kid...and THAT
kid heard it from their cousin?" So begins the tale of
Sashimi, a fish-boy searching for the legendary Beast of
Barnacle Bay. Wearing a sweatshirt he found in the
school's lost and found bin, Sashimi enrolls in the sixth
grade and is immediately thrown into the middle of an
elementary classroom. With the help of Kevin, the class pet
fish, Sashimi quickly realizes that finding the Beast (and
real friendship) means venturing beyond the safety of
school and into the wider world of Barnacle Bay. However,
a larger problem soon emerges for Sashimi as the annual
hunt for the Beast of Barnacle Bay is announced, and his
only chance to find someone like him might disappear in a
flash. From the opening hook, a beginning reminiscent of
film noir, readers will be drawn in by Santat's characteristic
humor and cartoon-style illustrations. Santat's panel
layouts are clean and accessible, only growing intentionally
cluttered when it serves the story or creates comedy.
Clever diagrams, effective text-illustration interplay, and
fully realized characters balance comic energy with
emotional depth. Themes of friendship and finding
community in others resonate strongly and won't be lost
among the giant spitballs and fish flake lunches. VERDICT
A must-purchase for all middle grade graphic novel
collections. With an expected follow-up planned for this
coming fall, readers will surely be eager for more.-Louie
Lauer © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2025) This
offering from picture-book master-builder Graham (recently
The Concrete Garden, rev. 11/23) consists of two braided
stories. The first is one of urban decay and restoration:
black-and-white line drawings show us Five Mile Road, a
street of neglected and abandoned houses. But then, a
burst of color. One small house is still inhabited and
flourishing. Then, in a joyous transformation, the street
comes alive. New families move in and fix up the houses.
There are neighbors, children, activity, hope. What caused
this explosion of energy? The second story involves the
Anderson family, who lives in the one house that kept
going through the hard times. In particular, we focus on the
grandfather of that family. Grandad keeps treats in his
pocket and stories, songs, and a kind of loopy stream-of-
consciousness monologue under his hat. He charms his
grandchildren and the dog. Only in the illustrations do we
sense the parents' concern. Is Grandad slipping into
dementia? Possibly, but it seems as though he is
nonetheless the agent of change when he finally takes off
his hat and releases a starry miracle that saves the
neighborhood. Once again Graham, with his genial
portrayal of messy family life and his cast of button-nosed
characters, celebrates the exuberant potential of
community in all its incarnations. Sarah Ellis
November/December 2025 p.49

Review

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2026) Santat
leans into his zany side with this graphic-novel-
series launch about a fish out of water -- literally.
Sashimi, the new kid at Barnacle Bay Elementary,
always wears a hoodie, has orange and suspiciously
sweaty skin, and smells slightly...fishy. He's also
completely clueless about sixth-grade mores (and
basic math skills). Is it any wonder he has trouble
making friends, apart from the class goldfish? He
finally finds a reluctant pal in classmate Joey, the
former target of bullies' pranks; Joey's grandpa, a
would-be pirate, shares Sashimi's fixation with the
local monster, the Beast of Barnacle Bay. Broad
humor and slapstick antics leading up to the annual
Barnacle Bay Beast Festival are grounded by
Sashimi's desire to find someone who can
understand him ("I've never seen any other creature
like me in the world. It's lonely out there"). Comical
art touches -- particularly Sashimi's enormous,
expressive eyes -- and bold linework throughout are
punctuated by flashback sequences and instructional
sidebars inspired by vintage comics. Although not all
questions are resolved, readers who enjoy their first
visit to Barnacle Bay are in luck, as a second
Sashimi book is on the horizon. Norah Piehl
March/April 2026 p.70

Booklist starred (November 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No.
5)) Preschool-Grade 2. On a street that was once
filled with happy homes and cheerful children, there
now stand empty buildings. Falling shutters, sagging
porches, and overgrown yards mar the urban
landscape—except for one sweet, well-kept house
that seems to vibrate with joy. Chickens patrol the
yard; fresh laundry dries on a line; a rocking chair
and a hammock on the porch are cozy and inviting.
The pink-and-yellow home is the residence of the
Anderson family, a mixed-race group of mother,
father, three youngsters, a puppy, and one guitar-
playing, storytelling “Grandad, with a pocketful of
treats and a hatful of secrets.” Mom plays the fiddle
while Grandad accompanies her on his harmonica,
and the house pulses with music and storytelling.
The gentle man claims he has had some remarkable
things under his ever-present headwear, and the
children aren’t certain if he’s serious or joking with
them. When, upon request of his grandchildren,
Grandad finally removes his gray, rather worn hat,
the magic he spoke of is released, bringing new life
to the run-down neighborhood. Graham'’s fantastic
tale, charmingly illustrated in his unique style, is a
classy and classic feel-good story filled with
optimism and lots of love.

Review

Booklist starred (February 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 11))
Grades 1-5. In this literal fish-out-of-water story, a fishboy
wanders into a town known for its local cryptid, “The Beast
of Barnacle Bay.” Hiding in the school, he quickly dons a
disguise and calls himself Sashimi, a name he comically
cut out of a poster to slap on a student ID. Joey may be
onto his secret, but he doesn’t want anything to do with
Sashimi, since he’s already bullied enough at school and
Sashimi is . . . weird. Soon, though, the two form an
uneasy friendship and embark on adventures around
town. Jokes are packed into nearly every page, ranging
from the typical childish jokes about spitballs and
underwear to genuinely funny jokes about school-funding
shortages and the strange town history of Barnacle Bay.
There are enough unanswered questions about character
backstories and motives that there's groundwork for
further installments. Santat's signature artistic style is on
full display, though with chunkier outlines and more
outsized reactions, which makes star-of-the-show Sashimi
come alive with outrageous and comically creepy facial
expressions. Santat is a master, with a wide variety of
titles to his name, and this latest madcap adventure shows
off the uproarious side of his decades of skill and talent.
Dog Man fans looking for their next favorite series will line
up for this.

Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2025) Amid a dilapidated
neighborhood, a little magic remains. The Five Mile Road
was once populated with families, but “hard times came
along. The people all left. The sun went with them...the
moon and stars, too.” Fortunately, one house is left
standing, full of life, love, and laughter. At the Andersons’
residence, young Millie, Sonny, and Jonas demand to
know what, precisely, is under their grandfather’s hat.
Grandad answers with a wide array of increasingly
outlandish ideas, from a lost tune to “a small brown
sparrow, an apple with a bite taken out, and a teacup from
China with magic inside.” And when, at long last, the
children convince him to take off the garment, a marvelous
galaxy is released. Graham keeps his plotting and
dialogue light and playful even as darkness encroaches.
By the tale’s end, something has changed, and the
neighborhood becomes revitalized at last. The eclectic mix
of realism and magic is what makes this tale work.
Graham’s greatest talents lie in the day-to-day natural
messiness of life in a family where Dad drops “pieces of
tissue from a just-washed shirt like a soft fall of snow.” The
authorl/illustrator’s signature spare watercolors bring to life
the gloom of the abandoned street, the warmth of the
home, and the magic that leaks from Grandad’s hat. Mom
and Grandad are pale-skinned, while Dad and the kids are
brown-skinned. True magic lies at the heart of this
marvelous tale. (Picture book. 4-7)
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‘ Review

School Library Journal Xpress (January 16, 2026) Gr 3-7-
Olive Cobin Zang, once weird and awkward at her old
school, now fits in with her motley gang of misfits at
RASCH, the acclaimed Reforming Arts School for the
Artistically Adventurous. Olive and the other four misfits
continue to serve as the youngest members of the super-
secret crime-fighting group NOCK (which stands for "no
one can know"). Each member has unique characteristics,
which makes them a perfect team, such as James the
encyclopedia and unflappable Phil the inventor of their
lifesaving gadgets, including Stink Spray. Their
personalities allow readers to differentiate the crew and
make them more believable, relatable characters. After
mysterious "ghost" sightings at the school and rumors of a
sea monster in San Francisco Bay nicknamed Frannie
spark mass hysteria, it's up to the ragtag group to unravel
fact from fiction. The misfits must determine whether
Frannie is an elaborate hoax or a creature that needs
protection from an evil billionaire seeking its capture. Lee's
third "The Misfits" book is full of humorous language and
zany concepts (like an in-ear communicator that resembles
ear wax) that savvy kids will love. The plot takes some
unexpected turns that will keep readers guessing and
eager to get to the surprising conclusion. The NOCK group
is diverse, and protagonist Olive is of white and Chinese
descent. VERDICT A jam-packed, fast-paced adventure
that will satisfy series fans and entice newcomers to jump
in. Recommended for juvenile fiction collections.-Michele
Shaw © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

School Library Journal (January 1, 2025) Gr 4-6-Warm, the
smallest and most nurturing member of a wolf pack, is
forced to flee with his younger siblings when a rival pack
attacks, killing their mother and father. Unaccustomed to
being in charge, he discovers that his unique blend of
talents make him aptly fit for a leadership role. But when
Warm learns that other members of his pack have been
assimilated by the enemy wolves, he embarks on a quest
to rescue them. In doing so he discovers unexpected allies
and important truths about himself. Middle schoolers will
instantly identify with Warm. He gets pushed around a lot,
is always hungry, and worries about finding his place. The
book is notable in that it builds positive boy culture: rather
than addressing the old trope of boys having a "nurturing
side," it identifies nurturing (warmth) as a value in and of
itself, a virtue to be celebrated. Though this is billed as a
stand-alone novel, it offers an additional perspective on the
events that take place in A Wolf Called Wander, as well as
a refreshing approach to leadership, and reaches depths
that book only probed. VERDICT This wolf tale presents a
diversity of ideologies and perspectives, all of which are
sure to help readers reflect on where and how they fit into
the world. Highly recommended.-Benjamin Ludwig ©
Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution

3-6 permitted.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2025) This
companion volume to A Wolf Called Wander gives
Warm, the beloved wolf brother of Swift, his own
voice and tale. Warm is small and gentle, a watcher
by nature and an unlikely hero for a survival story,
but, as his wise mother maintains, "Big is not the
only good thing for a wolf to be." In the opening
chapters we follow Warm in his first year, and Parry
sticks closely to realistic wolf behavior and biology,
creating a plain and rhythmical language that
balances the familiar and the strange. Warm says of
his siblings in the den, "l know them all by sound and
smell and their lifebeats are always near me." When
the family is attacked by a hostile wolf pack and
Warm must learn to rely on his own resources, the
tone of the narrative changes, becoming more
fablelike, a story in which our own human dilemmas
are all too familiar. Warm's pack has all the usual
family squabbles, but they survive by cooperation.
The hostile pack is strictly hierarchical, with pack
leaders maintaining their positions through
intimidation and cruelty. A suspenseful, dramatic plot
spins above the big grounding question of how we
can survive and live with one another with respect
and consideration. Dynamic illustrations along with
extensive back matter (including essays on wolf
biology, animal tracks, forest ecology, and youth
climate activism) make for an appealing
presentation. Sarah Ellis March/April 2025 p.79

Review

Booklist (February 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 11)) Grades 3-6.
From the start, Warm struggles to find his place in his wolf
pack. A runt with siblings who seem stronger and more
adept, he is watchful and hesitant. That is, until he is thrust
into the role of caretaker of the pack’s pups after enemy
wolves drive his family in separate directions while
attempting to take over their territory. Can he keep these
little furballs safe as he works to return them to their
home? During this tale of self-discovery and growth,
readers will root for this underdog who proves his mettle,
leading in his own unique way. Based on an actual wolf,
this stand-alone companion to A Wolf Called Wander
(2019) is a worthy addition to Parry's Voice of the
Wilderness novels. Her use of first-person dialogue shows
Warm as a relatable hero, as well as convincingly shares
the perils of the pack, each member being uniquely
presented. Armifio’s detailed black-and-white illustrations
are charming, full of realism and personality, making this a
winsome package for young readers who love wildlife
adventures. Another winner from a proven author.
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All about Ellie
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Amy meets her stepsister

Amy's very merry Christmas

Interest
Level Review Review

School Library Journal (April 1, 2013) Gr 1-3-These

beginning chapter books chronicle the adventures of

bookish Amy, theatrical Ellie, artistic Liz, and horse-loving

Marion. While the eight-year-olds have varied interests and

come from diverse families, they're as close as sisters, and

they all look forward to their weekly slumber parties. In

Ellie, the title character is cast as the lead in the school

play, and her friends don't appreciate her self-centered

attitude-especially when she neglects her duties at the

animal shelter. In the end, a heartfelt apology and a heroic

effort toward the shelter's residents win back her friends. In

Puppy, Amy helps her veterinarian mother locate a lost pet

belonging to a crabby elderly woman who ends up being Horn Book Guide (Fall 2013) Friends Liz, Amy,

friendlier than anyone suspected. The woman donates a Marion, and Ellie are the Critter Club, a group that

building to establish an animal shelter, which Amy and her  helps out a local animal shelter. Book one focuses

friends help run. Simple, upbeat plots, plenty of black-and- on Amy and describes how the club came to be; the

white illustrations, and relatable themes make these great  second highlights Ellie, a bubbly, theatrical girl.

picks for newly independent readers.-Amanda Young animal lovers will enjoy the critter plot lines

Struckmeyer, Middleton Public Library, Madison, WI (c) woven throughout the girls' relatable stories. Riti's

Copyright 2013. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned spot art supplements each spirited chapter. [Review

subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution covers these Critter Club titles: All About Ellie and
Barkley, Callie Lower Elementary K-3 permitted. Amy and the Missing Puppy.]

Kirkus Reviews (August 1, 2024) Robbed of magical
powers, Amari faces her greatest challenge yet as the
League of Magicians and rival Bureau of Supernatural
Affairs head for a decisive showdown. As the war
escalates, Amari’s older brother, Quinton, and most of the
rest of the Bureau are set on shuffling her off to safety. Her
friend turned nemesis, Dylan Van Helsing—the League’s
powerful new head—is also proving himself able to
outmaneuver her at every turn. Alston stacks the deck
against the determined 13-year-old and her loyal band of
sidekicks in this third series entry. Even though Amari’s
loyalty and determination wind up playing important roles,
the author must introduce new element anti-magick (a
formerly theoretical way to “balance magical equations”) if
she’s to have any hope of succeeding. Ancient inventions
called Wonders are the only source of anti-magick, and
Amari and friends set out to locate them. A subplot
involving a faun with mind-control powers and delusions of
grandeur feels unfortunately underdeveloped, but as in
previous entries, there’s plenty of battle action to keep
readers entertained but (for the squeamish among them)
little explicit gore. The story winds its way through twists
both comical and tragic on the way to a poignant resolution
that affirms both the faith that underdog Amari’s elders
have in her abilities and her place within the community.
Returning series fans will come away happy. As previously
established, the cast behind the Black lead is racially
Alston, B. B Upper Elementary 3-6 diverse. Final art not seen. A rousing tale. (Fantasy. 8-12)

Barkley, Callie Lower Elementary K-3

Author Audience

Horn Book Guide (Spring 2015) While preparing for and
celebrating the holidays, Amy matches some guinea pigs
to a family (after solving an allergy problem) and spreads
some cheer to a dear friend. While the rest of the Critter
Club frog-sits, Marion tries to win a local fashion
challenge--but at what cost? Riti's sweet spot art decorates
the latest enjoyable outings of these animal-loving girls.
[Review covers these Critter Club titles: Amy's Very Merry
Barkley, Callie Lower Elementary K-3 Christmas and Marion Strikes a Pose.]

Review
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‘ Review

School Library Journal starred (October 1, 2025) Gr 4-7-At

its core, this title understands the endless appeal of
Ancient Egypt, which has held generations of kids in its
thrall. Messner brings readers on an engaging journey

through chronology of Ancient Egypt, from pyramids and
mummies to assassination plots and rumors of curses. The

book's combination of cartoon illustrations, historical
photographs, and comic strip sections will appeal to all
sorts of readers, and its humorous tone facilitates
information and the introduction of new vocabulary.

Messner's inclusion of the controversies around Egyptian
archeological excavations and looting by Europeans during
the 19th century (and onward) is particularly impressive in

its nuance and delivery. An index, back matter, and

extensive bibliography make this book an excellent option

for classroom usage. VERDICT The latest entry in the

massively popular "History Smashers" series is accurate,
entertaining, and compulsively readable-a must-purchase
for library and classroom collections alike.-Molly Saunders
© Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned

subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

School Library Journal (September 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 2-Oh
no, those wild and crazy crayons, the ones that once went
missing and continue to have strong opinions about their

use, are at it again! This time the artistic tools tackle bath

time. They use their drawing capabilities to make a splash,
filling the tub with imaginative scenes of swashbuckling fun
or deep ocean views. Do the events shown really go along
with the colors? Slightly, but it's not at the forefront. There's

not too much work to make pink or green completely

integrated with things that would naturally fit with water or
cleanliness. Humor, not education, is the main outcome of
this reading experience. It's definitely more about the joy of

creativity with these unexpected figures, with color
references serving as jokes or asides from the crayons
themselves. A few amusing anecdotes are thrown in to

entertain the grown-up readers, like small shout-outs to

Moby Dick or a passing reference to Botticelli's

Renaissance art. VERDICT The crayons and their art are
delightful, rustic, and interesting enough to keep children
not only entertained but constantly looking for playfulness
on every page. An aquatic amusement that lands across a
range of grades.-Cat McCarrey © Copyright 2025. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,

Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Booklist (November 1, 2025 (Online)) Grades 3-6.
Ancient Egypt has been an ongoing source of
fascination for centuries, so it's no wonder that some
myths have persisted. This newest History
Smashers entry tackles the wide-ranging topic with
enthusiasm, gently guiding readers through millennia
of misinformation. After laying some geographical
guidelines, Messner digs right into the civilization’s
beginnings and plows through to its eventual
demise. There’s an important emphasis on the fact
that historians and archaeologists are often making
best guesses on specifics and that new discoveries
naturally lead to updates. Many common
assumptions are challenged (the use of the word
pharaoh, the reason for the Sphinx’s missing nose,
the legend of Tutankhamun'’s curse), and there is a
refreshingly in-depth discussion of appropriated
artifacts and the current repatriation process. The
engaging writing reads as casual but informative;
mischievous comments and questions lend a light
tone. Occasional papyrus scrolls contain extra
anecdotes, and comic strips and cartoon
embellishments add entertaining visual interest.
Even established Egypt enthusiasts are sure to learn
something new in this excellent overarching
introduction.

Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2025) The Crayon
crew, having happily starred in more than two dozen
books, now cleans up. As the Crayons grab inner
tubes and rubber duckies and prepare for bathtime,
Daywalt keeps the laughs coming. Adult readers will
be tickled by the many grown-up references: Prince’
s “Purple Rain” and Gene Kelly’s “Singin’ in the
Rain,” Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick, Sandro
Botticelli’s The Birth of Venus. But there’s plenty for
younger readers: Esteban (“Pea Green” is crossed
out and corrected on his label) wears a cape and
snorkel as he perches on a bathtub faucet (later, he’
Il sport the cape while playing pirate with Neon Red);
a big Green shields the eyes of a small Green who is
excitedly pointing to the spectacle of a naked (i.e.,
label-less) pale tan crayon; alongside Mermaid
Purple, Starfish Orange, and Sea Turtle Green, a
chunky My First Crayon offers an uplifting bit of
wisdom about kindness. Some Crayons see
bathtime as an opportunity to party, while others
prefer to shower, but “they all have a splash™—
interestingly, while wearing their labels. Jeffers again
contributes his reliably droll crayon sketches,
minimalist but with pleasing extras like a purple
octopus popping up among the bathers. Good clean
fun for fans of this long-running franchise. (Picture
book. 4-8)

Review
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Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2024) In his latest outing, Bear
and his pals go in search of eggs. Bear “lumbers with his
friends through the Strawberry Vale.” Raven finds a nest;
climbing up, “The bear finds eggs!”: a refrain that appears
throughout. Instead of eating the robin’s eggs, however,
Bear leaves a gift of dried berries in the nest for the “soon-
to-be-chicks.” Next, the friends find 10 mallard eggs (as
bright blue as the robin’s), and Bear leaves sunflower
seeds. Then the wail of Mama Meadowlark, whose bright
yellow undercarriage strikes a warm golden note, leads
them to promise to find her lost eggs. With his friends’
assistance, Bear finds one, and they decide to paint them
“so they aren’t lost again.” Another is discovered, painted,
and placed in Hare’s basket. After hours of persistent
searching, Bear suddenly spots the remaining two eggs “in
a small patch of clover.” Before they can return these eggs,
the chicks hatch and rejoin their mother. Back at his lair,
Bear, with his troupe, is visited by all 17 chicks and the
robin, mallard, and meadowlark moms: “And the bear finds
friends!” Though this sweet spring tale centers on finding
and painting eggs, it makes no overt references to Easter.
The soft green and blue acrylics, predictable rhymes, and
rolling rhythm make this series installment another low-key
natural read-aloud. Cheery fun that will leave series fans
“egg’-static. (Picture book. 3-6)

School Library Journal (July 1, 2023) PreS-K-Little Bear is
worried he will run out of material during the Big Dreaming
of hibernation, so he sets out to gather spare dreams from
the other animals in the forest. Squirrel tells a Happiness
Right Now dream, Rabbit tells the dream of Coming Home
Safe, and Wolf tells a dream of Always Having Hope.
When Little Bear realizes he is lost in the forest and it's
starting to snow, he remembers the three dreams given to
him by his forest friends. He finds his way home just in
time. Youngest readers will find this sweet bedtime story
cozy and comforting, even if parents find it somewhat
predictable. A poetic refrain makes this an appealing read-
aloud. Egnéus's loose watercolors and use of contrasting
dark and light values for the backgrounds are gorgeous
and will make readers feel as if they are in a forest.
VERDICT A solid purchase for any preschool collection.-
Hillary Perelyubskiy © Copyright 2023. Library Journals
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

Review

Booklist starred (October 1, 2023 (Vol. 120, No. 3))
Preschool-Grade 1. Winter is coming, and so is Little
Bear’s first experience with hibernation. Big Bear
explains how the “Big Sleep” works, but the
youngster is concerned there won’t be enough
dreams to take the pair through to spring, so he
decides to go in search of some they can share over
the long, cold months. In the forest, the small brown
bear encounters Squirrel, Rabbit, and Wolf and, in a
repeated refrain, asks if they will share a dream with
him. The animals comply with Little Bear’s request,
each relating a dream and the significant message it
contains. Using the morals gleaned from the dreams
enables the cub to return home safely, feeling much
more settled with the idea of sleeping through the
winter. Engaging illustrations reveal a forest in
autumn with varied colored leaves falling from birch,
oak, and maple trees and hazy mountain peaks in
the distance. Red, orange, deep green, and blue
grace the pages as the little one traverses the woods
in search of dreams, and the landscape changes
from a bright, sunny fall to a wintry white. Rosen’s
words and Egnéus’ lovely pictures combine to create
a soothing tale that will be welcomed in autumn or at
bedtime in any season of the year.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (August 15, 2023) A small bear getting
ready for hibernation gathers other animals’ dreams so he
won’t run out. Little Bear has never been through the
Sleep before, and he’s nervous about the unknown. He
and Big Bear decide that the Sleep is a “Big Dreaming.”
But Little Bear’s newest worry is that he will run out of
dreams; “then there would be a Big Nothing.” So he sets
off to look for some dreams, asking Squirrel, Rabbit, and
Wolf if they have any spare dreams. “Squirrel, Squirrel,
Squirrel,” he says. “We're getting ready for the Big
Dreaming, / we're getting ready for the Sleep. / Do you
have any spare dreams, / for when we sleep, deep,
deep?” Each does, and it turns out to be a good thing, as
their lessons prove vital in helping Little Bear find his way
back to Big Bear once the snow starts falling. In palette,
tone, and layout, Egnéus’ illustrations resemble the
artwork from older Golden Books, with highlights of
turquoise, orange, deep red, and greens. The animals are
more realistic than not. (This book was reviewed digitally.)
Be ready to share a dream with the little one who asks you
to read this. (Picture book. 3-7)



School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-This
early reader follows a crew of animals as they board a bus
for an exciting trip. Everything is going well-except for Slug
being slow-until Skunk boards the bus. After everyone else
leaves, Bug and Skunk find friendship on the bus and play
games together at their destination. The text uses simple
sentences with a repeating format and structure, and the
vibrant and colorful mixed media and watercolor

Review

Booklist starred (November 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No.
5)) Preschool-Grade 1. Beginning readers are in for
a fun public transportation ride in Catrow’s latest
addition to the | Like to Read line. With minimal text,
readers get to practice the “hop on” refrain as Bug
gets on the bus, followed by a cast of short-vowel
characters like Pig, Pup, and Bat, while the rotund
bus driver (perhaps Mortimer all grown-up from
Plantzilla, Catrow’s 2002 collaboration with Jerdine
Nolan) waits patiently for all to come on board. While
it's obvious that Bat chooses to fly onto the bus, that’
s not a short-vowel word, so instead, readers get to

Review

Kirkus Reviews starred (November 1, 2025) Don't let the
skunk drive the bus! High-spirited antics are the name of
the game in this beginner book centered on public
transportation. At a typical bus stop, atypical passengers
are boarding. “Bug ran to the bus.” An odd-looking six-
legged creature clutching the strap of a bright purse runs
pell-mell toward the vehicle. “Hop on.” The bug is followed
by a veritable array of critters, including a pig, a pup, a bat,
a fox, a hen, a cat, and a slug. When a skunk joins the
proceedings, everyone—including the pale-skinned
human bus driver—suddenly has an urge to disembark.
Everyone, that is, but the bug, who joins the skunk on a
trip to the beach, where they play a game of badminton.

Keeping the text admirably short for early readers, Catrow
still manages to milk optimal humor out of things like the
slug’s ridiculously slow boarding time. For those who
notice that the slug has feet, Catrow has written a note
addressing this fact. “His full name is Slug J. Caterpillar,”
an allusion to the very real slug caterpillar species (though
he notes that he’s given his character more legs “because
he has so many things to carry”). Catrow’s style suggests
chaos at every corner, yet he keeps the frenzied activities
contained within his hairy watercolors. It's an impressive
accomplishment on every level. A brilliantly simple paean

drolly repeat two actions other animals have already
performed: “Bat did not run. Bat did not hop.” The
arrival of Skunk gets everyone off the bus except for
Bug, who joins in on some beach fun at their final
stop. Colorful pencil, watercolor, and ink illustrations
full of energy give lots of detail and playfully extend
the storytelling with visual gags. With a fun,
entertaining story tidily composed of the easiest of
words, this beginning reader is a fantastic
recommendation for emerging readers who need
something achievable and want a silly story at the

illustrations bring emotion and movement to the story.
There are several pages dedicated to Slug's slow arrival at
the bus; however, the animal drawn is clearly a caterpillar
and not a slug at all. (An author's note to the grown-ups
explains that the made-up character is a slug caterpillar
with more legs than a real slug caterpillar). If readers can
overlook this affront to the gastropods of the world, the
story will delight and elicit giggles from young readers.
VERDICT An early reader with an appealing story line but
still a secondary purchase.-Jessica Trafton © Copyright
2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of

Bug on the Bus Catrow, David Lower Elementary K-3 Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted. same time. to short vowels. (Early reader. 4-7)
Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2026) The Construction
Site vehicles fight fire—with a little help from their
School Library Journal Xpress (March 27, 2026) PreS-Gr  friends. Under a beautiful evening sky, machines
2-In an era with more extreme wind and weather, as well sleep peacefully. Suddenly a powerful windstorm
as intense and destructive fires, this addition to the familiar arrives, causing a fuel leak and blowing down power
series is timely. It contains the signature elements of the lines. Fire quickly flares. Help arrives, but even the
previous books: clever rhymes in an engaging and Fire Department’s “big hero trucks” need some
satisfying story, helpful, hardworking construction vehicles, assistance—and luckily, the construction crew is
and colorful illustrations that enrich the narrative. In this happy to oblige, with Bulldozer plowing the entry
story, high wind topples an electrical pole, and a live wire  gate so the newcomers can enter and Cement Mixer
ignites the fire. With the help of specialized fire vehicles, lighting the way. Alarms scream, and smoke fills the
including Engine (also known as Pumper), Command air. Command Vehicle, Pumper (ably assisted by tiny
Vehicle, Ladder Truck, Tiller Truck, Foam Tender, Brush Skid), Ladder Truck, and others each do their part,
Truck, the "brave, tough" construction vehicles work and once the fire is under control, Bulldozer, Crane,
through the night to put out the fire and then clean the site. and Dump Truck remove flammable items and work
While Rinker's text explains how each fire vehicle works in  to clean up and rebuild. As the smoke clears and
concert with the others, Ford's illustrations showcase the “they see each other, safe and sound,” the unseen
different features of the fire vehicles. The cross-section of  narrator emphasizes a crucial point—“What matters
Engine is particularly detailed, with labels and lines is: We're all okay.” In a calm reprise of the start, a
showing the water tank, hoses, nozzles, and oxygen tanks; tranquil night ends a tough day. Rinker’s rhythmic
these will appeal to children who love knowing everything  verse ramps up the drama during tense moments,
about trucks. At the end, Rinker states that "Fire can be while Ford’s warm, familiar artwork is even more
scary, but there are ways to stay safe" and includes fire striking than usual; the deep-blue night sky contrasts
tips for children, including knowing their escape plan, with orange flames and crimson trucks, and the
yelling for help, staying low, and knowing how to call 911.  anthropomorphic vehicles gaze in fear. But author
VERDICT This positive story of teamwork to extinguish a and illustrator make clear that even amid disaster,
fire safely celebrates the brave men and women who are  collaboration and perseverance win the day—a
firefighters in a way that children will understand and message reiterated by a quick note describing how
applaud.-Sally James © Copyright 2026. Library Journals firefighters work together in real life. Gripping,
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No  thrilling, and even scary at times, but ultimately
Construction site: firefight! Rinker, Sherri Duskey Lower Elementary K-3 redistribution permitted. reassuring. (fire safety tips) (Picture book. 3-5)

Cristiano Ronaldo vs. Lionel

Messi : soccer legends face off Bischer, Karen Upper Elementary 3-6
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Cute animals that could kill
Lower Elementary

Dear Acorn (Love, Oak) : letter
Lower Elementary

School Library Journal (April 1, 2025) Gr 3-5-A staggering
number of animals share the world with humans, and some
of the cutest creatures are more dangerous than they
appear. Young readers are introduced to several of the
most adorable villains in the animal kingdom. Each spread
features a specific creature, and a plethora of information
about that animal is provided. From favorite foods and
scientific names to conservation level and habitat,
important facts about each featured animal appear in a
call-out box. Additionally, a stretch of text details exactly
what makes each animal so dangerous. Filled with puns
and jokes, the narrative is engaging and entertaining for
confident elementary school readers. Brief lines of
imagined dialogue incorporate even more humor into the
book. Because there is no pronunciation guide or back
matter, however, readers must either be familiar with the
more challenging vocabulary used within the text or have a
trusted caregiver nearby to aid in comprehension. The
book primarily showcases illustrated representations of the
creatures discussed within, and this design helps to amplify
both the animal's level of cuteness and its more vicious
side. Colorful endpapers give readers a preview of the
characters in the book, and a spread of photographs at the
end shows the featured animals in real life. VERDICT This
fun and unique nonfiction picture book introduces confident
elementary school readers to a selection of cute and
dangerous animals found around the world.-Mary R. Lanni
© Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

School Library Journal (July 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 3-A collage
of connective poems told from the point of view of an oak
tree to its fallen acorn and vice versa, from a brick to its
school house and vice versa, and between more big and
small pairs. The message of how the community
ecosystem supports another is prevalent in each poetic
duo of connectedness, up through the final poem from the
point of view of the ocean "to all my creatures." Artwork is a
mixed media of collage, vintage papers, and watercolor
that fill the entire book with warmth and rich color. Each
poem is written as a letter poem, and the back matter
shares instructions to readers on how they can compose
their own. VERDICT An excellent purchase for library
collections where poetry and nature books are popular.-
Molly Dettmann © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

Booklist (March 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 13)) Grades
2-4. With pun-tastic relish, Hartman introduces 17
deadly wild creatures, from the “fur-ocious” fennec
fox and “otter-ly awesome” sea otter to the
deceptively harmless-sounding grasshopper mouse,
sea bunny, and slow loris, the last being the only
venomous primate, with a toxin “strong enough to
make your skin rot like a zombie.” Garcia goes with
the flow, crafting cartoon images of cute wee
creatures with huge, adorable eyes, all smiling
fetchingly up at viewers like plush pets begging to be
petted—until a page turn reveals (for the carnivores)
flashes of fangs or sharp teeth, predatory
expressions, and final glimpses of hapless prey.
Amazingly enough, a spread of actual photos at the
end puts paid to any notion that all the cuteness is at
all exaggerated. Better yet, along with scales that
rate each animal’s “aww- dorable” and “aaaah!-
some” levels, the author adds helpful information
about physical characteristics, habitats, diet, and
conservation status. Offering a heady combination of
solid fact and crowd-pleasing theme, this makes a
rousing read-aloud candidate to boot.

Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) In
eight pairs of poems, Sidman creates dialogues
between two subjects, some in nature (cloud and
droplets), some human-made elements (button and
coat). For example, in the first poem, an oak
addresses an acorn: "l feel you there / a tickle at my
twig tips." The tree forecasts: "The next stop is earth.
/ Then years upon years / until you see this sky / this
high / again." Acorn responds with an acorn-shaped
concrete poem: "l know | must drop and sleep and /
sprout and grow. So slow!" The first-person voice in
each poem is strong, offering an invitation, an
homage, or a vivid self-portrait. The connections and
contrasts between the two entities in each poem pair
are appealing and compelling; readers may even
glean metaphorical meanings about the connections
between all things. The poems are full of musical
alliteration, vivid sensory imagery, and clever
perspectives; some rhyme, but many are in free
verse. Sweet's colorful, textured mixed-media
collage art enhances these inventive pieces. Each
individual poem appears on a double-page spread
with layers of images tied to the work's meaning, and
her palette moves from vibrant pink to intense
turquoise to buttery yellow, with swirls of circles, cut-
out blocks, and apparently hand-drawn letters all
blending dramatically together. A note on "Writing
Letter Poems" offers helpful steps for young readers.
Sylvia Vardell September/October 2025 p.81

Kirkus Reviews (May 15, 2025) “Precious-looking
predators” parade their way through this rogues’ gallery of
menacing cuties. For each animal, a page touting its
cuddliness precedes one focusing on its fierce features.
The slow loris has poisonous fur and fangs (it's the world’s
only venomous primate), the “highly aggressive”
grasshopper mouse eats scorpions and tarantulas, the
hedgehog wields razor-sharp claws, the northern pygmy
owl preys on animals three times its size, the penny-size
bumblebee bat consumes 4,000 insects in its daily hour of
hunting, and the platypus sports venomous barbs (for
defeating mating rivals, not for predation). Fabulous facts
about several other animals from around the world will
fascinate readers, though they likely won’t frighten them;
despite the title, most of these creatures aren’t deadly to
humans. Indeed, wordplay such as “howl-arious,” “fur-
ocious,” and “a class owl their own” may be more painful
than the wounds these creatures could inflict. But the
engaging, informative text, which introduces several
potentially unfamiliar animals and offers a new view of
well-known ones (dangerous ladybugs?!), will keep
readers turning pages. Sidebars list each animal’s
scientific name, size, habitat, favorite foods, and
conservation status. Stylized cartoon illustrations use
heavy, simplified outlines and unrealistic effects like starry
eyes, while flat backgrounds let readers focus on the
fuzzies. The last two pages provide actual photos of each
creature. Admittedly, these animals won’t kill you, dear
reader—still, it's an awe-inspiring lineup of dangerous
darlings. (Informational picture book. 6-8)

Booklist starred (September 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 1))
Grades K-3. Among the most interesting aspects of
Sidman'’s creative collection of letter poems are its
avenues of openness and its freedom of expression. Each
poem is a letter from one subject to another, followed by a
response. Sidman chooses her poem subjects with
thoughtful yet surprising mundanity, ranging from an acorn
to a brick, effortlessly pondering the world from the
subject’s unique perspective. Sweet’s artistic style
exemplifies a special kind of vitality expressed through
cornucopias of collages, immersing the poems in an
intricate blend of salvaged watercolor, textures, and
dynamic doodles—each illustration is a little world unto
itself. Taken alone, each letter poem provides a brief yet
often profound glimpse into the heart of its speaker; taken
collectively, the poems illustrate harmony through the
overarching message of togetherness. Sidman
deliberately excludes page numbers from her table of
contents to foster various and diverse reading styles:
readers can read the entire book cover to cover, or simply
get lost in one or two favorites. In both cases, each poem
is an unexpected journey of intrinsic patterns, dappled
verse, and above all a warm sense of unity. Accompanied
by an addendum that provides instructions for writing
similar letter poems, this collection makes a natural
addition for readers and writers of poetry alike.
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School Library Journal starred (August 1, 2023) Gr 4-6-
Welcome to Dogtown, a shelter for regular dogs-and robot
dogs (don't ask, just go with it). The shelter's top dog is
Chance, a congenial and introspective pooch, who like all
the residents, longs to reunite with her family. But as
Chance understands, "Hope is a painful business." That
anguish, along with her resentment towards robot dogs
(they often get adopted before real dogs) fades as Chance
spends time with a robot dog she nicknames Metal Head.
Animosity gradually evolves into understanding, then
friendship as Chance introduces Metal Head to Mouse, a
real mouse who lives in the shelter and shares Chance's
kibble. The action shifts to adventure when Chance and
Mouse escape Dogtown to accompany Metal Head on his
quest to rejoin his family. Super short chapters, perhaps
suggesting a dog's alleged limited attention span, keep the
novel's pace moving briskly toward a climax sure to please
animal lovers despite a few sad moments along the way.
Chance captivates with insights that are hilarious and wise
beyond her age in dog years. She counsels Mouse, "Your
heart is a muscle...It grows stronger the more you use it."
Thoughtful back matter suggests how children can help
shelter dogs. West's grayscale art perfectly captures
canine emotion and unbridled energy. VERDICT When
Applegate and Choldenko collaborate, readers win.-
Marybeth Kozikowski © Copyright 2023. Library Journals
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal (March 1, 2025) Gr 3-7-This
"History Smashers" installment explores the history of
environmentalism in the United States from the beginnings
of this country and leaders that worked to keep water
clean, the true origin of the first Earth Day, to current efforts
to combat climate change. While this book is informative
and fast-paced overall, the very beginning reads more like
a textbook refresher of elementary social studies that some
younger readers might skim over, despite needing the
background knowledge. Throughout each chapter are
vignettes that feature detailed profiles of people, places,
and animals discussed, along with lots of photos and
illustrations/comics to bring the text to life. The
"Changemakers' Yearbook" is another section that features
environmentalists and their impact. Messner does not shy
away from making it clear when injustices and racism were
a part of efforts to help the environment, or how some
efforts hindered poor and BIPOC groups from access to
clean water and air. The back matter includes a time line of
environmental history, author's note, several recommended
book lists broken up by environmental topics, a selected
bibliography, and an index. VERDICT A strong purchase
for middle and high school collections needing more books
on environmentalism and climate change.-Molly Dettmann
© Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution

3-6 permitted.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (November/December, 2023)
Three-legged Chance is at the top of the pack at
Dogtown -- an animal shelter where she has a
glowing reputation among dogs and humans alike.
She's known for quickly settling the new "boo-hoo"
pups as they adjust to life without their beloved
owners, and she charms the managers into letting
her cozy up under the staff poker table: "She makes
everyone feel like her favorite," says a shelter
volunteer. Then, Chance finds herself on an
unexpected adventure back in the outside world,
alongside Metal Head (a quirky dog that is actually a
robot) and her friend Mouse (an actual rodent).
While the threesome searches for Metal Head's
human family, Chance's protective poise begins to
waver -- just like every abandoned boo-hoo in
Dogtown, Chance still harbors the painful hope that
she might find a missing-dog sign with her own
picture on it. Accompanied by friendly, cartoonlike
halftone drawings, this canine slice-of-life adventure
features a confident, affable narrator with a proclivity
for doggy jargon (the cutest dogs at Dogtown get
"First Cage" where they can flaunt their "Adopt-me
Routine"). Short chapters and Chance's snappy
narration keep the pace rolling, but Applegate and
Choldenko adeptly make space for gently poignant
moments along the way. An accessible, appealing
romp that provides a dog's-eye view of the nature of
hope, belonging, and found family. Jessica Tackett
Macdonald November/December 2023 p.75

Booklist (March 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 13)) Grades
4-8. Here comes another offering from the middle-
grade series History Smashers, multifaceted
nonfiction works designed to let kids in on the real
stories behind historical events and social issues.
The hook this time is that while Earth Day may seem
like an annual celebration that popped into existence
in 1970, humans have taken steps to conserve
natural resources and protect the environment for
thousands of years. Indigenous cultures in both
North and South America instituted sustainable
farming systems long before the Industrial
Revolution, and many nineteenth-century scientists
and activists worked to improve sanitation, water,
and air quality and campaigned to conserve wild
spaces. It amusingly notes that the iconic nature-
recluse Thoreau is actually a mediocre example of
conservation advocacy, as Walden Pond was only
about a 20-minute walk from his mom’s Concord
abode (and she allegedly did his laundry). Multiple
biographical profiles accompany accessible
coverage spanning evolving political issues,
legislation, environmental disasters, radical activism,
climate change, and solutions, supported by
generous back matter. This attractive treatment
provides solid information, debunks a few climate-
catastrophist claims, and should help assuage eco-
anxiety.

Review

Booklist (September 1, 2023 (Vol. 120, No. 1)) Grades 3-
6. The unusual Dogtown shelter provides refuge to both
wayward dogs and abandoned robot pups, and there is
resentment brewing between the groups. Chance knows
he’s lucky to have a good life at the shelter after being
injured and abandoned by unscrupulous pet-sitters, but
having three legs, he worries that no one will want him,
and he’s still hoping to be reunited with his family. Chance
can’t understand why Metal Head, a recently discarded
robot, refuses to ingratiate himself with potential adopters,
preferring to plot a way back to his former owner. The two
eventually form an uneasy alliance and, with additional
assistance from a resident mouse, escape the confines of
the shelter for an outdoor adventure. But their path home
will be anything but straightforward. The tension and
humor are beautifully balanced in this sympathetic story,
and the delightfully distinct voices and memorable
characters are enormous fun. Brief chapters set a brisk
pace, and charming black-and-white illustrations are
incredibly appealing. A sweet spotlight on shelter animals
that is as heartwarming as it is entertaining.

Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2025) The latest in the
History Smashers series untangles myths around the
history of humans and the environment and the origins of
Earth Day. Messner uses the first Earth Day, celebrated
on April 22, 1970, as a kicking-off point before explaining
that this momentous day, “when millions of people came
together to teach and learn about how humans have
changed the planet,” was far from the beginnings of
people’s environmental awareness. She covers the
extensive history of humans’ relationship with the
environment, from sustainable farming techniques used by
the ancient Maya to the European colonizers’ fur trade in
North America, the Industrial Revolution, U.S.
environmental legislation, and climate change. Text boxes
are interspersed throughout, containing pertinent
background material presented against a graphic
resembling a paper scroll, such as “What Is Coal?” and
“What Happens When You Flush the Toilet?” These
interludes break up the chronologically presented
information and connect the subjects to present-day
concerns. Five sections of several pages each labeled
“Changemakers’ Yearbook” appear between some
chapters, introducing readers to a diverse, global range of
notable environmental figures from the 1800s to the 21st
century, including both famous and lesser-known people.
Reproductions of historical images, black-and-white
illustrations, and comics panels enhance this entertaining,
informative, and well-paced work. Final art not seen. As
comprehensive as it is engaging. (timeline, author’s note
with resources, selected bibliography, image credits,
index) (Nonfiction. 8-13)
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Horn Book Guide (Fall 2015) When a pig named Plum
comes to the shelter, everything starts going Ellie's way.
When Plum is adopted, Ellie's luck changes for the worse.
Was Plum Ellie's good luck charm? The Critter Club girls
help Ellie see that it's really her hard work that helped her.
This easygoing, generously illustrated chapter book fits

Ellie and the good-luck pig Barkley, Callie Lower Elementary K-3 right in with the rest of the sweet series.

Ellie's lovely idea Barkley, Callie Lower Elementary K-3

Everything you need to know

when you are 10 Miller, Kirsten Upper Elementary 3-6

Felicidades! = A celebration

with shapes Tonatiuh, Duncan Lower Elementary K-3

Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2026) Weatherford

School Library Journal starred (February 1, 2026) PreS Up- turns her poetic gaze upon the pulsing, glowing, Booklist starred (April 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 15)) Grades
Weatherford uses her prodigious poetic talents to inspire stinging members of the subphylum Medusozoa, 1-3. Meet the Medusozoa! “How can a creature exist /
wonder and to teach readers about jellyfish. The facts she offering readers a kaleidoscopic view of many of the without a brain, heart, blood, or bones?” In an obvious nod
shares are fascinating (no heart, no brain, no blood, and no "nearly four thousand jellyfish species” that exist. to Wallace Stevens’ “Thirteen Ways of Looking at a
bones), but her poems also capture how people feel Each of the poems appears on its own double-page  Blackbird,” Weatherford offers, mostly in free verse, a set
around jellyfish (from calm contemplation to fear). No spread and is introduced through the particular lens  of numbered invitations to marvel at these weird, graceful
narrative connects the 14 poems. Rather, every one Weatherford is using, playfully encouraging readers floaters. Beginning with a haiku-like description of a cluster
appears as a spread, with the poem on one side of the to consider "ways of looking"; these include "from a  of small jellies in a brackish creek, she goes on to tally
page and acrylic gouache artwork across both pages. The dock," "by their unusual common names," and "with  some of jellyfish’'s many common and scientific names,
artwork changes to capture the mood and subject of the sheer wonder." The playfulness extends to the their wide range of sizes and shapes, their immense
specific poem: sometimes the art is whimsical, sometimes  writing itself: closing her introduction of the various  antiquity, and their characteristic physical features. The
wholly scientific, and sometimes it pays homage to earlier  jellyfish orders, Weatherford counsels readers, "If closing poem leads readers to “glimpse eternity” in how a
artist styles or children's books. For example, when text the Latin is Greek to you, / just call them jellies." tiny Turritopsis jelly responds to injuries by reverting to
reveals the unusual common names of jellyfish, detailed, Ibatoulline is an impressively versatile illustrator, and previous life stages until it becomes a polyp again, then
colorful drawings appear on graph paper, but when there he demonstrates his talents here, styling each starting its life cycle anew—thus being functionally
are facts about Japanese folklore relating to jellyfish, the spread individually. A poem about a jellyfish fossil immortal. Other types can sport deadly defense
artwork is reminiscent of Hokusai. In one spread, readers  found in Utah "from when / the American West / was mechanisms: “And jellies kill more humans than sharks
will feel as if they are safely enclosed underwater looking  under the Pacific Ocean" depicts jellyfish swimming do.” That's not the only reason not to get too close,
out at the glowing jellyfish gliding by, confirming that writing alongside other prehistoric creatures in a sand- though: “One mouth serves two purposes: / eating food
and art are beautifully in sync. The end papers contain an  colored sea. By contrast, the illustration of a diver and expelling poop. / Before you kiss a jellyfish, think
extensive bibliography and websites for curious readers to  dwarfed by a "450-pound Nomura's jellyfish -- / the  twice.” With typical virtuosity, Ibatoulline gives each poem’
explore further. VERDICT A necessary purchase, this sumo of jellies" is all watery blues and greens. And s illustration a different look, ranging from melodramatic
glorious collaboration between author and illustrator brings  off-kilter comics panels emphasize "CAUTION" as pop art to dreamy surrealism, from isolated specimens
the world of jellyfish to unforgettable life.-Sally James © readers learn that "jellies kill more humans than drawn in clinical detail to a tumultuous Japanese
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned sharks do": "Aaaaah!" A bibliography and further woodblock-style fantasy. Young audiences will be as

Fourteen Ways of Looking at  Weatherford, Carole subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution resources close this dazzling collaboration. Vicky captivated by the visual dialogue as by the poet's

Jellyfish Boston Lower Elementary K-3 permitted. Smith May/June 2026 p.106 informative, whimsical, wondering reflections.



Title

Goodnight, Bruce

Here is a book

Author

Higgins, Ryan T

Cooper, Elisha

Audience

Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest
Level

K-3

K-3

‘ Review

Kirkus Reviews (March 1, 2026) A bear has one mother of
a problem: getting his spirited wards to go to sleep. Bear
Bruce—the crotchety, unibrowed reluctant parent to a
gaggle of mice and geese—is having trouble convincing
them that it's bedtime. They ask for “five more minutes” of
their monster movie; Bruce isn’t budging. But he’s slow on
the uptake when a mouse says, “Oh, wait! We haven't
cleaned up our model airplanes,” after which their tidying
turns into a play session. (Adult readers with kids will see
the Mother Bruce series as a spin on the trials of
parenting.) Despite himself, Bruce has become good at his
job: He can interpret a goose’s “Honk!” (Bruce: “What do
you mean you forgot to finish writing a letter to your Aunt
Gladys?”) with negligible effort. What's different this time
around is that Higgins tells the story entirely in dialogue,
and the exchanges are like comedy bits. (Mouse: “I'm
thirsty.” Bruce: “I just asked who else wanted milk! Why
didn’t you say so then?!” Mouse: “Because | want sparkling
water.”) As ever, this series’ matchless humor hinges on
Higgins’ visual characterizations: Bruce’s permanent look
of irascibility versus the critters’ expressions of wide-eyed
innocence, played out in a cozy rustic setting. By book’s
end, it's clear who's in charge. (Guess who ends up
watching the rest of that monster movie?) Reads like a
“Who's on First?"—level comedy routine, to utterly charming
effect. (Picture book. 3-6)

School Library Journal (March 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 2-
Caldecott honoree Cooper has crafted a lovely tribute to
the process that brings books from creative and talented
minds into the hands of children, inspiring further creation.
Sweeping illustrations and small spot art, done in
watercolor and pencil, capture the experience of an
illustrator creating a book, delivering it to their editor, and
the book going through the manufacturing process and out
into the world to be shelved and eventually taken home by
a young person. The use of faceless characters nudges
readers to find themselves under the influence of a
beautiful story and may encourage them to create one
themselves. For a look into the global production process,
Polly Faber's Special Delivery: A Book's Journey Around
the World could be a worthy complement to this title.
Curiously, while the details of production are not the focus
of this text, it is worth noting that the production phase
features a printing factory with a large American flag in the
art while the copyright page of Cooper's book is itself is
marked "printed and bound in China." VERDICT Focused
on capturing the creative process and its power to, in turn,
inspire further creation, this title is broad in scope; the wide
landscapes and tight vignettes will encourage young
people to find the stories around themselves in places
large and small.-John Scott © Copyright 2025. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2025) "Here is a
book" that seeks to connect children and their daily
lives to art and the process of creation. Long, list-like
sentences meander across multiple spreads,
creating a meditative mood while encouraging page-
turns. Cooper begins by describing an artist's garden
"made with sun, rain, dirt, shovels, seeds, and love";
her home "built with wood, hammers, paint, brushes,
a shingled roof, and care"; and her studio
"overflowing with paper, pencils, watercolors,
brushes, sketches, drafts, a wastebasket, a light, a
desk, a chair, music, tea, days, nights, art, and
wonder." The artist bikes her art to her publisher in a
nearby town, who lays it out and sends it to the
printer, who distributes the book. Watercolor and
pencil illustrations in dreamy blues set indistinct
figures with varied skin tones in robust settings,
encouraging readers to imagine themselves doing
things like working in a printing factory or driving a
truck cross-country. The book the artist created
ultimately arrives at a school, and a child brings it
home to her room "overflowing with paper, pencils, a
desk, a chair, stuffed bears, hot chocolate, days,
nights, art, and wonder." Then she begins creating
her own book. This reverie made manifest will be
welcome in classrooms, libraries, and homes that
value reading and art. Adrienne L. Pettinelli
May/June 2025 p.60

Review

Booklist starred (April 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 15)) Grades
K-3. Full of literal and figurative meaning, this book is
presented as a physical object, and this book explains
both the creative and the business process for making a
book, tracing its journey from artist's sketches to a child’s
room. The cover illustration introduces the nested concept
with hands holding a book; the back cover of the book
repeats the image within the image. Opening with the
artist's home and some details of her life, we see how the
drawings begin. We are given a peek into the artist’s
garden, kitchen, and studio as she works. She bicycles
into town to deliver the art to the publisher’s office, then
the book travels from publisher to printer to truck to city to
school. When the book arrives in the child’s hands, we see
her neighborhood, home, kitchen, and family, providing
the opposite bookend to the details about the artist. The
glimpses into their lives are given texture by the
watercolor-and-pencil illustrations, which include homages
to famous children’s books. Each word of the brief text is
chosen with care, adding specific details. The descriptive
phrases often end with an emphasis word—something to
make the reader stop and ponder. Those special words
are gathered up at the end, bringing the parts of the book’
s journey together into one unified message.



Title

Home

How sweet the sound

Author

de la Pena, Matt

Alexander, Kwame

Audience

Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest
Level

K-3

K-3

‘ Review

School Library Journal Xpress starred (January 31, 2025)
K-Gr 3-What makes a place a home? What does home feel
like? Playing with blocks, enjoying an afternoon by the
lake, a late-night story before bed-these and more can help
define what a home might be for a child. But what happens
when their physical home changes, perhaps due to loss
and events out of their control? Hopefully, they'll come to
understand that home isn't always a physical place, but the
warm hand of someone they love, special moments with
people who care, and taking time to appreciate the world,
animals, and wildlife around. The lovely and poetic text will
bring readers a feeling of calm and encourage them to slow
down and pause. Heartwarming and striking illustrations
depict families in embrace, moments of peace, and even
difficult scenes of loss and hardship-but readers will always
find love and home in each image. Both language editions
are eloquent and will evoke feelings of tranquility and
peace. VERDICT A stunning and lyrical title that is a
perfect addition to English and Spanish-language picture
book collections for children, and an excellent choice to
share with children of all ages.-Selenia Paz © Copyright
2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal starred (November 1, 2024) Gr 2-5-
In a free verse panegyric to African American music,
Alexander begins with talking drums and praise songs of
"the motherland." He then unfolds a rich, historical
panorama of singers and song titles, instruments, landmark
recordings, and musical styles, from field hollers and
"Congo Square ring shouts" to Kendrick Lamar's 2022
album Mr. Morale & The Big Steppers-all identified and
given additional appreciation and context in an expansive
section of end notes. Listen, he urges, to "the hymns/ that
carried us away from home/ across a blue unknown," to the
"Amazing Grace/ of the Jubilee Singers," to jazz and bebop
and scat, to "the reggae/ and the rumba/ to the country/
and the folk/ to the highlife/ and the house." Palmer cranks
up the visual energy with increasingly populous and
sometimes kaleidoscopic images of people with various
shades of brown skin: of dancers raising hands and fists, of
singers belting lyrics into microphones, and of musicians
on horns and guitars, drums and keyboards combining in,
as the author puts it, "a symphony/ of refuge and
redemption/ the sweet sound of a people/ surviving and
thriving." VERDICT A "loud and proud" celebration of the
roots and branches of a unique musical heritage.-John
Edward Peters © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2025) The duo
behind Love (rev. 3/18) returns with another
meaningful picture book meant to tug on readers'
heartstrings -- this time, on the topic of home. It
begins with glimpses into the mundane moments
people may experience every day: a parent rocks a
baby to sleep, a child watches their grandfather
fishing from his houseboat, a family hurries out the
door for a busy day. The second-person text
describes not just the accompanying images but also
the sounds and sensations: the vibration of a
construction site, the hum of traffic. However, with a
poignant reminder, the tone shifts: "But a day may
come when you learn how a home can be lost." A
family clings to one another as emergency workers
carry debris from a storm. A child looks through a
pickup truck's rear window, belongings packed in the
back, as their no-longer-home recedes in the
distance. Whether depicting calm or disaster, Long's
art is full of emotion, and each of his textured acrylic
paintings is a master class in color and shading. The
story shifts once again to highlight all of the wonder
and beauty of our greater home, Earth, reminding us
that though four walls may be lost, the concept of
home is much bigger. Hill Saxton March/April 2025
p.45

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2025) In a
reverent celebration of African American music,
Alexander's lyrical free-verse text flows through
different eras and genres of sound. This musical tour
begins in Africa: "Listen to the fireside chorus / of the
motherland / to the talking drums / dancing beneath
the golden sun / that beat a bold tapestry / of
yesterday's stories / and tomorrow's dreams." From
there, the exploration honors the hymns and hopes
of enslaved people, gospel music ("Listen to the
Amazing Grace / of the Jubilee Singers / to the joyful
noise / of Sunday morning gospel / and Let the
Church Say /Amen. Amen. HALLELUJAH!"), the
blues, jazz, soul, rock and roll, hip-hop, and rap.
Palmer's vibrant double-page acrylic paintings burst
with color and movement, making a rewarding
connection to the music; the full-bleed images are
rich with resonance and meaning. Extensive end
notes provide helpful information about the musical
history, artists and movements, and cultural
connections alluded to in both the text and the
illustrations. A stunning homage to "the soundtrack
of America / a symphony / of refuge and
redemption." Pauletta Brown Bracy March/April 2025
p.93

Review

Kirkus Reviews starred (January 1, 2025) In the wake of
their lyrical rumination on Love (2018), de la Pefia and
Long ponder the incomparable possibilities of home.
Glimpses plucked from everyday lives—a parent and child
cozying up at bedtime, a man fishing as his grandchild
observes, a youngster at play as an airplane flies just
beyond the window—offer potential representations of
home. Perhaps home is a cozy bed on a big rig or a fancy
high-rise with its doorman and pool. But, as de la Pefia
notes, “a home can be lost,” whether due to a flood, a job
loss, or other unfortunate tides of life. The author’s
constant reference to “you” beckons readers from the first
page, capably pulling them from scenes of ordinary
comforts to musings on sorrow and back. From there,
home becomes a quiet father’s gentle guidance, a
hardworking grandma rolling tortillas, and a welcome from
a kind teacher. These moments of simple yet exceptional
connections among people, and between cities and
nature, build to a crescendo that harkens back to the
“thump, thump, thump” of the human heart—a potent
reminder of life’s promises. Similarly, Long’s acrylic art
transforms portraits of ordinary days and nights into
formidable reveries, featuring folks varied in skin color and
cultural background. Of course, the penultimate double-
page spread framed around a child’s pensive face—Earth
reflected in the character’s eyes—is the most astounding.
Publishes simultaneously in Spanish. Simply divine.
(Picture book. 4-8)

Booklist starred (November 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 5))
Preschool-Grade 2. This vibrant picture book lifts up a
stirring and enthusiastic ode to the magnificent tapestry of
American music. Rooted in the rich musical traditions of
Africa, the innovations and influences of the Black
diaspora are celebrated as the foundation of iconic
American genres evolving from chants, praise songs, and
spirituals through blues, jazz, boogie-woogie, scat, and
bebop, and later to rock, soul, funk, reggae, hip hop, and
rap. Beginning each new musical exploration with the
invitation to “listen,” prolific, multiaward-winning Alexander
seamlessly weaves names of memorable artists, song
titles, and lyrics into his signature energetic poetry. Listing
and expanding on each of these references, the multipage
afterword is a rich resource of the context and significance
of each clever citation. Rendered in acrylic on board,
Palmer’s illustrations burst with energy, layering vibrant
colors in bold strokes and lively daubs. Each multi-layered
spread weaves vignettes of figures and scenes into rich,
dynamic compositions, set against swirling, patterned
backgrounds. The art masterfully evokes the authentic
experience of music—its beats pounding, melodies
soaring, and rhythms pulsing—brilliantly bringing the
visceral sensation of sound to the printed page. This
exuberant tribute to the profound influence of Black culture
on the ever-evolving kaleidoscope of American music is a
spectacular symphony in print and an inspiration to young
readers to engage with their musical heritage and to ignite
their own innovations.



Title

How to save a tortoise

How to save an otter

Author

Messner, Kate

Messner, Kate

Audience

Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest
Level

K-3

K-3

‘ Review

School Library Journal Xpress starred (February 27, 2026)
Gr 1-4-Twins Ana and Sofia are spending the summer with
their cousins lvy and Ezra in Florida, where they help
rehabilitate injured and sick gopher tortoises. This third
installment in Messner's "Wildlife Rescue" series does not
disappoint. After an adult tortoise is struck by a car and
taken to the rescue center, the group witnesses her laying
eggs. Eager to see them hatch before returning to
California, the kids assist other tortoises by taking them for
wagon rides, feeding them, and helping with center chores.
Proactive and determined, they petition the city council to
lower speed limits and educate construction workers on
checking for turtles prior to starting their vehicles. A
secondary plot follows Ana, who uses her engineering
skills to build a custom scooter for a disabled tortoise,
finding the courage to tell her twin she wants to join the
Makers Club rather than play volleyball. This early chapter
book crafts an exciting plot while providing information
about conservation, community engagement, and going
outside of one's comfort zone. Included are black-and-
white illustrations and an author's note detailing the
ecological importance of gopher tortoise burrows. The
twins are depicted with light brown skin and dark hair; Sofia
is shown with pale skin and light brown hair. VERDICT
Highly recommended for animal lovers; this chapter book's
focus on environmental advocacy is truly inspiring.-Tracy
Cronce © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) Gr 2-4-lvy and
Ezra are part of a family that rescues animals. As "critter
couriers," they transfer injured and abandoned animals to
wildlife hospitals. In these two volumes, the siblings rescue
an otter with an injured leg and two baby screech owls who
have fallen from their nests. In addition to the irresistible,
heart tugging storylines of injured animals, veteran author
Messner weaves in relatable social and emotional issues
faced by the tween main characters. This combo makes for
an uncommonly well written series that stands out among
the many other rescue animal series out there. Evocative
black and white portraits are sprinkled throughout the text
and back matter includes an author's note, sources and
tips for being a wildlife hero. VERDICT Recommended for
all collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

Review

Booklist starred (September 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No.
1)) Grades 1-3. How to Save an Otter is an
endearing start to the Wildlife Rescue series, perfect
for early readers who love animals and stories with
heart. lvy, brother Ezra, and their parents volunteer
to transport injured animals to the wildlife rescue
hospital. On a bicycle ride, they discover an injured
baby otter. lvy feels a deep connection to the otter,
feeling similarly scared and lost after her cousins,
who were also her best friends, recently moved
away. As lvy helps care for the otter and works on
an Earth Day project for the hospital, she begins to
find her voice, rebuild her confidence, and form new
bonds. Messner weaves together themes of animal
care, environmental responsibility, and the ups and
downs of friendship in a way that’s both relatable
and inspiring. There are bonuses at the end of the
story, including an author’s note about volunteering
as a real-life critter courier at a wildlife hospital in
Florida, tips for readers to help wildlife, and a sneak
peak at the next adventure in the series. The
beautiful illustrations, interspersed throughout, add
extra charm to this sweet, hopeful story, which will
resonate with young readers and leave them eager

for more.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025) Ivy knows just what
to do when she finds an injured otter cub while on a
Florida hike, but she’s less sure about mutual friends now
that her twin cousins have moved away. Young readers
will empathize with lvy for her uncertainty about changes
in her circle of friends, but Ivy also thinks about the welfare
of the young river otter whom she and her family
members—all trained volunteer “Critter Couriers”—rescue
and transport to a local animal hospital. Messner folds
loads of specific information about safe and proper ways
to approach, handle, and care for an injured animal into
her short, easy-to-read chapters. Nor does she gloss over
the realistic possibility that, even with the best efforts and
intentions, the creature’s survival isn’t guaranteed. Things
begin to look up for the gregarious otter, however, and for
pale-skinned lvy, who cements her relations with her
racially diverse classmates by working with them on
several projects for an upcoming Earth Day fair. The
playful, impossibly cute otter is the POV character in the
first and last chapters and features prominently in Bricking’
s fetching if infrequent illustrations; the creature has a
constant presence in the tale, even when she’s offstage.
The story publishes simultaneously with How To Save an
Owl, which features Ivy’s brother, Ezra. A sweet and
informative animal-rescue tale. (author’s note, suggested
activities) (Chapter book. 7-10)



Title Author

How to save an owl Messner, Kate

Hypergifted Korman, Gordon

| Am a Good Dog Applegate, Katherine

| Am Murphy and | Am Waiting Yaccarino, Dan

Audience

Lower Elementary

Upper Elementary
Upper Elementary
Lower Elementary

Interest

Level

K-3

K-3

3-6
3-6

‘ Review

School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) Gr 2-4-lvy and
Ezra are part of a family that rescues animals. As "critter
couriers," they transfer injured and abandoned animals to
wildlife hospitals. In these two volumes, the siblings rescue
an otter with an injured leg and two baby screech owls who
have fallen from their nests. In addition to the irresistible,
heart tugging storylines of injured animals, veteran author
Messner weaves in relatable social and emotional issues
faced by the tween main characters. This combo makes for
an uncommonly well written series that stands out among
the many other rescue animal series out there. Evocative
black and white portraits are sprinkled throughout the text
and back matter includes an author's note, sources and
tips for being a wildlife hero. VERDICT Recommended for
all collections. © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal Xpress starred (December 12,
2025) Gr 3-5-This stunning middle-grade novel delivers a
funny, heartfelt summer adventure told through multiple
character perspectives. Twelve-year-old super-genius
Noah Youkilis has been accepted into a summer term at
the prestigious Wilderton University, but the last thing he
wants is to start college early. His best friend, Donovan, is
hoping for a summer of total relaxation, but when Wilderton
says Noah can bring a companion to school, Donovan's
parents immediately sign him up; he soon finds himself
working as a camp counselor for professors' kids instead of
relaxing at home. The story unfolds in alternating chapters
from several viewpoints, giving readers a clear sense of
each character's priorities. Multiple plotlines run at once,
including Noah's ambitious Al project, Donovan's growing
friendship with his fellow counselor Raina, two frat boys
chasing an unforgettable summer, and a missing pig
mascot. Korman also highlights the complementary traits
that make Noah and Donovan such strong friends: Noah's
academic brilliance paired with Donovan's street smarts,
with each boy relying on and admiring the other. Even with
so much happening, the narrative remains easy to follow
because the structure makes the story rich rather than
complicated, and every thread builds toward a satisfying
conclusion. Korman's writing style is thoroughly engaging
and speaks directly to middle-grade readers with its sharp
dialogue, brisk pacing, and situations that feel both over
the top and completely relatable. VERDICT Korman's latest
adventure is must-purchase for all middle-grade
collections.-Katherine Rao © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (September 1, 2025) Two baby owls
left homeless by a storm get just the care they need
from a solicitous family. Joining the simultaneously
publishing How To Save an Otter to kick off a
chapter book series featuring a family of animal
rescuers, this episode introduces 11-year-old Ezra,
who briefly leaves off fretting about whether he can
keep up with the middle schoolers on his new
baseball team when he and his sister, lvy, find two
Eastern screech owl nestlings in the grass near a
fallen tree. Being trained volunteer “Critter Couriers,”
the sibs and their parents first carefully carry the
owlets to a local wildlife hospital to be checked over,
then later “re-nest” the pair in a specially designed
box and keep watch in the hopes that the parent
owls will return. Into a simple but effective storyline
that sees Ezra grappling with his baseball worries,
Messner seamlessly weaves guidelines for safe,
proper handling of wild creatures that are injured or
in need of rescue. She also expands on them with

more detailed advice for would-be “wildlife heroes” at

the end. Along with particularly enticing owl portraits

at the chapter heads and elsewhere, Bricking depicts

the light-skinned Ezra joining diverse classmates
and welcoming teammates to study owl pellets

(compressed, regurgitated bits of undigested food) in

school and to construct more nesting boxes. An

engaging tale, loaded with both information and child

appeal. (author’s note, resources) (Chapter book. 7-
10)

Booklist (December 1, 2025 (Vol. 122, No. 7))
Grades 4-7. Korman'’s Gifted series began with
Ungifted (2012), in which prankster Donovan Curtis
did “colossal damage” to the gym on his first day of
middle school, after which he ended up in the
superintendent’s office and was mistakenly assigned
to the gifted program. Meanwhile, his friend Noah,
an actual genius, was mysteriously assigned to
ordinary classes. In the latest volume, Noah is
offered a full scholarship at a fine university, and the
dean suggests he come for the summer session in
order to adjust. Noah is willing, but only if Donovan
will be his summer roommate. Donovan reluctantly
agrees, but they become entangled in a mystery
almost immediately: Porquette, the university’s
resident pig/mascot, is missing, and the students
and alumni are very upset. So are Noah and
Donovan—mainly because she’s living in their
bathtub. Even before the novel’s end, it's clear
Donovan has skills only Noah can appreciate, and
vice versa. Rotating among characters, the first-
person narrative reflects the views of many
individuals. A madcap addition to an amusing series.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (December 15, 2025) In the third book in
the Ungifted series, hypergifted Noah Youkilis graduates
from eighth grade and unwillingly starts off his summer at
Wilderton University. Making matters better (or maybe
worse), he gets to bring his best friend, Donovan Curtis,
who “barely squeaked through eighth grade,” to help him
adjust before the fall semester begins. “Trouble magnet”
Donovan will spend his days as a counselor-in-training
with fellow 13-year-old Raina Overbrook and five energetic
8-year-olds. Living and working on campus requires way
more effort than the lazy summer he’d hoped for.
Meanwhile, 13-year-old Noah shows that he’s leaps and
bounds ahead of many of the college students as he
develops an elite Al program, but he’s behind the curve
socially and struggles to fit in with the older students.
Noah is bent on joining the university’s top-secret Society
of the Gavel, seeing it as a way to finding friends and a
great intellectual challenge (he has an 1Q of 206). Joining
the society proves difficult, however, and Donovan and
Noah can't help but engage in hijinks, including hiding the
school mascot—a 300-pound pig—in their dorm room. Will
they survive the summer without being caught pig-
handed? Told from multiple points of view, the story is
laugh-out-loud funny, and readers will be entertained as
Noah and Donovan try to make sense of college life. The
main characters present white. A hilarious romp. (Fiction.
9-13)



Title

I will not walk to school

I, rock : a geology tale

Author

Hrab, Naseem

Slivensky, Katie

Audience

Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest
Level

K-3

K-3

‘ Review

School Library Journal starred (March 1, 2026) PreS-Gr 3-
It's Monday morning, but Monster refuses to walk to
school. His encouraging feathered friend, Bird, reminds him
that it's Pancake Day. "Will there be pepperoni on those
pancakes? Pineapple? Double cheese? Maple syrup on
the side?" The promise of his favorite fluffy cakes provides
the shaggy gray monster with just enough motivation to
fumble through his morning routine. However, Monster
remains resolute: "l told you already-| will not WALK to
school today." While stories depicting characters reluctant
to go to school risk predictability, Hrab and Collier break all
conventions, serving up an exceptional, quirky addition to
the burgeoning school story genre. Told mostly in
humorous vignettes, this dialogue-driven story follows
Monster and Bird on their romp to school, arriving through
a combination of eccentric movements: hops, ginormous
jumps, skips at lightning speed, and eventually by scooter.
A smattering of silly conversation transpires, diverting
Monster, Bird, and readers from what could have otherwise
been a routine commute to school. Collier's dynamic,
digitally rendered illustrations walk in step with the comical
dialogue between Monster and Bird, incorporating playful
visual details, such as the silent character, Captain Donut
Face, Monster's treasured lovey. VERDICT In this giggle-
inducing story for readers across a solid grade range,
Monster's unique conundrum offers an amusing,
unexpected adventure down a familiar path.-Emily Brush ©
Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

School Library Journal starred (June 1, 2025) Gr 1-4-
Nonfiction cloaked in fiction, geology and the rock cycle are
illustrated by a jovial cartoon rock with stick figure limbs as
it delves into its rich four-billion-year-old story. It's Senior
Citizens Interviews Day in Luis's classroom, and before he
can share his elder stories, a quirky rock speaks out from
the bottom of his shoe to share its history. Hand-drawn art
features children with a variety of skin tones, although it's
the rock that takes center stage. Cartoonish expressions
and bright colors adorn its face and the faces of other key
figures, such as specific minerals, the Earth, volcanoes,
mountains, and clouds. Clear text and the use of panels,
white space, and fun-fact inserts are elegantly arranged to
support the story and express facts. Through first-person
narration and anthropomorphic characters, Slivensky and
Stilwell insert human interest, humor, and connection. The
incorporation of onomatopoeia and repetition emphasizes
the rock cycle experience and reinforces scientific
vocabulary. Back matter includes more geology facts, a
pop quiz, and a list of sources. Most vocabulary is
explained in context. VERDICT In a season with a lot of
rock books, this is a must-purchase for nonfiction
collections as rockhounds will delight in finding out how
rocks are born.-Rachel Zuffa © Copyright 2025. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2026) Monster loves
school but isn’t so keen on the getting-there part. It's
a rough morning for Monster, who’s steadfastly
decided “I will not walk to school today.” Thankfully,
Bird, the adult caregiver stand-in, temptingly reminds
Monster that it's pancake breakfast day at school.
Drawn by the prospect of a “pepperoni pineapple
pizza pancake,” our hero sets out. At every stage,
Monster stalls. Kids will enjoy Monster’s antics;
adults will nod sympathetically over second potty
trips, requests for a forgotten stuffed toy, and
strangely slow “LIGHTNING SPEED” skips. They'll
also relate as Bird’s gentle imploring becomes
increasingly perturbed: “WHY AREN'T WE
MOVING?” Disaster nearly ensues when the pair
finally arrive to find “plain pancakes,” but all’s well
when other monsters show up bearing the coveted
pineapple, pepperoni, and cheese. Bird’s closing
words—‘Promise me the trip home will be easier"—
will inspire rueful grins. After such a kerfuffle, the
ending feels a smidge underwhelming, but the
journey is engrossing enough that the destination
matters less. Told entirely through pithy speech
bubbles, Hrab’s narrative is propelled through
oddball humor and strategic use of lines in all caps.
Rendered in a matte, desaturated palette, Collier's
jokey illustrations use frequent spot vignettes and
exaggeration to comedic effect. Sage green and
bulbous, Monster isn’t especially adorable, but our
protagonist’s pliable, oversize face, with a lined
mouth and inset eyes, effortlessly communicates
emotions. Hop, skip, and “GINORMOUS JUMP” into
this amusing expedition. (Picture book. 4-8)

Booklist (May 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 17)) Grades 1-
3. Arock stuck under a student’s shoe interrupts
classroom presentations to tell its own four-billion-
year-old story. The expressive, gray cartoon rock
with large, round eyes starts its chatty geological tale
deep underground, where it meets some of its
minerals. After a tour of Earth’s layers and plates
and their roles in volcanoes and earthquakes, the
rock explains with humorous yet informative visuals
and snappy, personalized descriptions how it cycles
through the three types of rock (igneous,
sedimentary, and metamorphic) over time. Whether
blasted from a volcano, thrown onto land by a
tsunami, or kicked by dinosaurs, the seemingly
boring life of a rock is anything but. As the rock
narrator introduces geological terms along the way,
another professorial-looking rock highlights some of
these terms with their definitions in blackboard fact
boxes. While relating the final topic, erosion, the rock
tumbles down the side of a mountain, waiting only a
few million years before a student steps on it and
brings the story back full circle. Concluding detailed
geology and earth-science facts let readers rock on.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2025) A student’s class report
about interviewing a senior citizen takes on unexpected
perspective when a rock in his shoe pipes up to retrace its
own four-billion-year history. Depicted in the cartoon
illustrations as a small, potato-shaped pebble with googly
eyes, the rocky raconteur begins by noting that it's made
up of minerals such as quartz, zircon, and biotite. It then
proceeds to describe a journey that began with a two-
billion-year stay in Earth’s mantle (“Wow, | was down there
for ages”), followed by repeated exciting experiences with
volcanoes (KABLOOEY!”) and other geological forces—as
well as transformations along the way from igneous to
sedimentary to metamorphic. That the same rock can
change repeatedly from one type to another may be the
main lesson readers will absorb from this breezy round,
though the note of self-affirmation toward the end (“I'm
proud to say that I'm here, I'm me, and...| ROCK!”) will
never go amiss. The children cheering at the end are
racially diverse, as well as plainly prepared to take in
Slivensky’s concluding expanded set of basic geological
facts and an easy pop quiz. A quick overview, sure to
leave broader views of deep time in its wake. (source list)
(Informational picture book. 6-8)
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Is this... spring?

It's my bird-day!

Author

Yoon, Helen

Willems, Mo

Audience

Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest
Level

K-3

K-3

‘ Review

School Library Journal starred (February 1, 2026) PreS-Gr
2-An adorable addition to Yoon's picture book series; this
time, spring is the focus of wonder for the little brown
puppy, all excited to get outdoors and find some
adventures in the flowers and green grass. Upon exiting
the doggy door, the little pup leaps into luscious grass and
a rainbow assortment of flowers, rolling and sniffing. And
then, a fit of sneezing hits and the dog discovers that
allergies are a real thing. Scampering quickly back to the
safety of the house and the human who lives there, the pup
reemerges with a kerchief and goggles to brave the pollen
while enjoying the newfound season. Readers will find the
doggy's excitement palpable, with all the rollicking and
leaping in the gorgeous display of flowers; brightly colored
mixed-media illustrations bring the scenes to life. Short,
simple sentences with sound words are spread throughout.
The single character in the story is illustrated with a warm
brown tone that complements the overall appearance of
the book. VERDICT Hand to fans of Mo Willems's Elephant
and Piggie, as well as those who love Yoon's other stories.
Afirst purchase for all libraries where little readers frolic.-
Tracy Cronce © Copyright 2026. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2026) Don'’t let the Pigeon ruin
his own special day! Anyone who has ever encountered
the title character in any of his books—whether his first,
Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus (2003), or one of its
many sequels—will understand that the bird’s innate self-
love drives his every interaction. Little wonder, then, that
he’s thrilled about his own “bird-day.” He has the hat. He
has his “FANCY PLUMAGE.” And, best of all, he will get to
blow out a candle “on my bird-day hot dog!” As he revels in
the knowledge that this day is all for him, comeuppance is
lurking. Someone has already blown out the bird-day
candle—and eaten half the hot dog. It turns out that the
Pigeon’s frenemy, the Duckling, has the same bird-day—as
do a slew of newly hatched chicks. The Pigeon’s obligatory
eight-panel freakout ensues. “What am |—invisible? | just
want to be seen,” he whimpers, and when he receives
some much-needed reassurance, he settles down and
willingly shares his special day. While the switch from
unapologetic narcissism to mature acceptance happens in
the record-breaking span of two pages, the book is as
enchanting as the Pigeon’s earlier outings. Even as it walks
in the footsteps of its predecessors, there’s no denying the
fun to be had. Familiarity breeds a birthday for the ages in
this party worth attending. (Picture book. 3-6)

Review

Booklist (February 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 11))
Preschool-Grade 2. In this third installment of her Is
This . .. ? series, Yoon delivers a whimsical,
charming homage to spring. A playful puppy romps
through a flower-filled field, tail practically wagging
off the page—until a sudden, petal-scattering
sneezing fit that unfolds over several pages reveals
a heartbreaking truth: the pup is allergic to spring!
Devastated, the dog retreats indoors and cries to its
human, who pauses spring cleaning to offer comfort
and devise a solution. The puppy soon reemerges,
now sporting the owner’s bandana and goggles.
Though the pup might not be able to smell the
flowers, it revels in being outside again, tail wagging
while frolicking and rolling through the field with a
renewed spring in its step. Readers will laugh at the
puppy’s melodramatic ways and empathize with its
familiar plight, all while enjoying a story that
blossoms with humor and heart. The cartoon art
style, with exaggerated, expressive characters, is set
against a vibrant, color-speckled field of flowers. A
delightful read-aloud, perfect for fans of Mo Willems
and Mac Barnett.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (February 1, 2026) A nature-loving pup
overcomes seasonal allergies. The playful dog enjoys
everything about spring: romping, rolling around, and
making “spring angels” in a blooming field. But when the
pooch stops to smell the flowers, a sneezing fit ensues,
conveyed in a hilariously over-the-top montage, complete
with onomatopoeia: “Hurk! Haaa. Aaaah...CHOOOO!!"
The dog returns home and sobs. “Spring is so special.
How can | live now?” Happily, the pup’s tan-skinned owner
has a solution: protective gear! With a bandanna and a
pair of thick goggles, the pup may not be able to smell
anything, but no matter. “I STILL LOVE SPRING!” Having
experienced winter and Easter in previous outings, Yoon’s
goofy, adorable canine approaches spring with the same
zeal. Minimal text captures the pooch’s pure lust for life.
Yoon’s sketchy, cartoonish illustrations are a necessary
part of the storytelling, deftly portraying both action and
emotion, from utter despondency to pure delight. The field
of flowers looks lush enough to lie in, bursting with color
and petals; the dotted tracks across the pages evoke
pollen—and sneeze particles—floating in the air. Little
readers will giggle at the dog’s silly anti-allergy getup,
while similarly afflicted adults will chuckle at its
effectiveness. The joy—and angst—of spring, artfully
depicted. (Picture book. 4-8)



Title

Keep it like a secret

Liz at Marigold Lake
Liz learns a lesson
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Barkley, Callie
Barkley, Callie
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K-3
K-3
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School Library Journal Xpress (October 11, 2024) Gr 5 Up-
In this coming-of-age novel, 12-year-old Morgan and his
older sister Claire, 18, are inseparable; they have always
understood each other and have an unbreakable bond.
That is, until Claire starts to argue with their mom more and
spends more time outside of their house and away from
Morgan. After a week, Claire finally contacts Morgan and
wants to see him. The two embark on a day-long adventure
where they visit some of Claire's favorite places, and
Morgan meets her girlfriend. Morgan knows this is the time
to save his relationship with his sister and bring her home,
but Claire has other plans. This book is listed for middle
grades, but due to the themes and family dynamics, it will
be a better fit for middle school readers and up. Some
preteens and young adults may be able to relate to
Morgan's difficult circumstances, whether due to the
actions of the parents or a sibling. There are bits and
pieces of laughter and adventure, but sometimes that is not
enough-and that comes to light for the siblings as they
grow. VERDICT Although this book may not be for
everyone, the themes and tones can be relatable; it will
make a fitting book suggestion by a trusted adult to help
children cope with tough at-home, sibling situations.-Maeve
Dodds © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Horn Book Guide (Fall 2014) The Critter Club girls visit Liz
at her family's lake cabin, and Liz hopes they'll love the
lake as much as she does. The animal-loving girls take
care of some baby mice, but Ellie is preoccupied with
seeing snakes, Amy tips a canoe, and the girls think Liz's
mom's food is weird. Riti's illustrations capture the likable
characters' sweet bond and caring personalities.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2024) Twelve-year-
old narrator Morgan Turner and his older sister,
Claire, used to be inseparable, even with their six-
year age difference. They were a team: "She was
my shoelace-knotter and jacket-zipper. She taught
me how to pop my gum and Superman swing...She
was always taller, faster, stronger, and smarter.
Always better at everything." They abided by the
Sibling Code: always there for each other, never
hurting each other. But recent conflicts between
Claire and their mother are disrupting the whole
family and unintentionally causing pain to Morgan.
The siblings are memorable characters with realistic
motivations -- they aren't just set pieces moving
through a plot. There's humor, too, when Claire
takes her brother on a quest that includes spray
painting an overpass, seeing a waterfall, and
conducting a very funny driving lesson. Anderson
(The Greatest Kid in the World, rev. 9/23) knows to
let a big, complicated family story be complicated, to
afford it the space it needs, and to allow a young boy
to earn wisdom throughout the course of a powerful
narrative. Dean Schneider May/June 2024 p.132

Review

Booklist (March 1, 2024 (Vol. 120, No. 13)) Grades 4-7.
Twelve-year-old Morgan recalls happy times as a child,
when his sister, Claire, six years older, played with him,
read to him, and confided in him as they sat together in
their backyard. But Claire no longer confides in him, and
her arguments with their mother reverberate through the
whole family. She often doesn't return at night, and Mom
has given up on her. While Claire secretly plans to leave
town after graduation, Morgan wants her to mend fences.
When she asks Morgan to join her for a day together, he’s
happy to go and hopeful of change. But Claire’s
uninterested in repairing her family. She’s trying to say
goodbye, but her method risks her life and, worse, her
brother’s. In Claire and her mother, Anderson creates two
convincing characters who are locked into their roles,
furiously angry, and unable to consider the other’s
viewpoint. Inevitably affected by the situation, Morgan is a
sympathetic narrator who wants reconciliation but has no
way to achieve it. An absorbing, if unsettling, novel that
portrays escalating tension within a family.
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Magnitude

Marion strikes a pose
Marion takes a break
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Nielsen, Jennifer A

Barkley, Callie
Barkley, Callie

Audience
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Lower Elementary
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Level

K-3

K-3

3-6

‘ Review

Booklist (February 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 11)) Grades 3-6.
It's 1906, and 12-year-old Cora is waiting at the San
Francisco docks for her father to return from a trip when
the largest earthquake in recorded history hits the city. As
she sorts through the rubble trying to find her family, Cora
is at once thankful for the camaraderie of friends and
horrified by the ways in which her city has changed. The
physical destruction is shocking, but so is the realization
that the city she knows will never be the same. Told in a
near hour-by-hour account, Cora’s fictional timeline is
paralleled by historical events that unfolded during the
great San Francisco earthquake and the municipal
missteps, often tied to classism and racism, that
exacerbated the devastation. As Cora carries on a
seemingly fruitless effort to reunite with her family, all while
outrunning a neighborhood street gang and trying to avoid
countless city fires, she’s able to find some stability in her
friendships. This fast-paced read is the latest from prolific
writer Nielsen, and it will keep any historical-fiction lover in
suspense.

Horn Book Guide (Spring 2015) While preparing for and
celebrating the holidays, Amy matches some guinea pigs
to a family (after solving an allergy problem) and spreads
some cheer to a dear friend. While the rest of the Critter
Club frog-sits, Marion tries to win a local fashion
challenge--but at what cost? Riti's sweet spot art decorates
the latest enjoyable outings of these animal-loving girls.
[Review covers these Critter Club titles: Amy's Very Merry
Christmas and Marion Strikes a Pose.]

Review

Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2026) Three friends
demonstrate exceptional fortitude under harrowing
circumstances. This fast-paced novel about a real-
life historic disaster opens in 1903 as first-person
narrator Cora Henshaw, age 9, enjoys a family
beach outing near San Francisco. It's a prophetic
day: They feel tremors—and Cora meets Oliver
Brennan, who becomes her best friend. Three years
later, a devastating earthquake strikes very early in
the morning of April 18, 1906. Cora befriends Chi, a
young Chinese American girl, when both plummet
into a chasm. Through heroic efforts, the pair
emerge largely unscathed, having forged a loyal
alliance. Eventually, they connect with Oliver, whom
Cora hasn’t seen in some time. Successive chapters
signal hour-by-hour, minute-by-minute events as
neighborhoods crumble, fires rage, and standing
structures are dynamited to quell emergent blazes.
Desperation reigns, and citizens are displaced.
Nielsen sustains tension throughout as the intrepid
trio scour decimated neighborhoods for loved ones.
They confront San Francisco’s malevolent anti-
Chinese bigotry, corrupt municipal officials, and two
menacing ltalian American teens. Backstories trace
the breakdown of the close friendship between Cora’
s and Oliver’s families (who are cued white) and
Cora’s moral dilemma about gold coins she “finds”
among the ruins. Unfortunately, though the author’s
portrayals of Chi and the plight of Chinese people in
San Francisco are warm and sympathetic, they lack
depth and nuance. A solid book that brings
cataclysmic events into stark relief. (author’s note)
(Historical fiction. 8-12)

Review

Publishers Weekly (December 8, 2025) Resilient tweens
must work together to survive in this race-against-the-
clock fictionalization of the 1906 San Francisco
earthquake. After losing ownership of the family gold mine,
12-year-old Cora Henshaw's father travels from San
Francisco to Los Angeles for work, leaving Cora to take
care of her mother and younger brothers. Desperate for
money, Cora steals food and picks pockets to feed her
family, and visits the docks at dawn to scan passenger
ships for her father’s return. She’s on her daily trip to the
docks-accompanied by Chi, a girl from Chinatown she’s
just met-when an earthquake hits and the street cracks
open beneath them. Callouts at the start of each chapter
detail a minute-by-minute timeline of events, against which
Nielsen (The Free State of Jax) hair-raisingly chronicles
Cora and Chi’s struggle to escape the underground cave-
in while contending with ruthless looters and corrupt
officials. Though plot points lean heavily on convenience
and some characterizations feel one-dimensional, high-
tension conflict ensures reader investment across a
thrilling adventure narrated via Cora’s sincere first-person
POV. An author’s note concludes. Most characters are
white; Chi reads as having Chinese ancestry. Ages 8-12.
Agent: Ammi-Joan Paquette, Aevitas Creative
Management. (Mar.) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights
reserved.
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Mixed-up

Nothing ever happens =
Nunca pasa nada

Author

Garcia, Kami

McKinnon, Heidi

Audience

Upper Elementary
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Level

K-3

3-6

‘ Review

School Library Journal (December 1, 2024) Gr 3-6-Fifth
grade friends Stella, Latasha, and Emiko have a shared
obsession: their favorite magical television show, Witchlins.
But when the TV show releases a guidebook and
accompanying digital game, Stella can't keep up with the
text-heavy directions. Not only is she falling behind with her
friends, her struggle to read and comprehend is also
causing problems at school. Fortunately, Stella has a crew
of concerned educators who see her challenges and help
her gain the skills she needs to read fluently. Garcia writes
Stella's journey from her own lived experience being
neurodivergent and parenting a dyslexic child. It's because
of this that Stella's emotional crescendo of frustration and
self-isolation feels deeply authentic. The word choices and
visual cues increase this title's accessibility for dyslexic or
struggling readers. Brown's visual storytelling is paced
perfectly and will draw fans of Raina Telgemeier Smile,
Varian Johnson's Twins, and Kat Fajardo's Miss Quinces
right in. The characters throughout the book are diverse in
ethnicity and skin tone, including Stella and her friend
group, their families, teachers, and fellow students.
VERDICT While this must-read title will be especially
affirming for those with dyslexia or who struggle in school,
all young readers will find aspects of themselves within
Stella's world, and perhaps be inspired to ask for help
when needed.-Sarah Simpson © Copyright 2024. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal (October 1, 2025) PreS-Gr 1-A witty
bilingual picture book that proves even the "same old,
same old" can be something to treasure. Told through a
playful conversation between two colorful fish, the story
pairs an English sentence with its Spanish translation
directly underneath, making it an excellent resource for
children learning either language. While the fish complain
about the boredom of their daily lives and how nothing ever
happens, an unexpected visitor takes the pair for a ride.
When they get back to the same rock and the same shells,
they realize that sometimes, the ordinary is exactly what
they want. McKinnon keeps the readers engaged through
humor paired with simple, vibrant illustrations reminiscent
of Kevin Sherry's I'm the Biggest Thing in the Ocean.
VERDICT A general purchase for most collections.-Jessica
Clark © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

Review

Booklist starred (January 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 9))
Grades 2-5. Fifth-grader Stella and her best friends,
Latasha and Emiko, have been inseparable ever
since they stood up to the school bully together in
kindergarten. So far, the school year has started off
perfectly: a sleepover to kick off the new year,
classes together, and the announcement of a new
Witchlins game based on their favorite show!
However, Stella feels off: she's having a hard time
reading and struggling in class, which is starting to
cause a rift in their friendship. Luckily, Stella's
teacher Ms. Marin realizes that Stella is dyslexic and
works with her parents and the school to get her the
help she needs to begin to train her brain to learn in
a way that works for her. In the meantime, she
spends her recesses in the school library working on
a graphic novel she plans to submit for the school's
annual fifth-grade project, for which she plans to
write and draw a project based on her own story.
Garcia, a former teacher, uses dyslexia-friendly fonts
and decodable words to make this book as
accessible as possible for readers who can relate to
Stella’s experiences. Williams’ brightly colored,
cartoonish artwork nicely fits the story and adds lots
of personality to the main characters. A perfect book
for younger readers who are fans of graphic novels
like Smile, Allergic, and Four Eyes.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (December 1, 2024) A young dyslexic girl
struggles with reading. Stella Martinez can’t wait to start
fifth grade. She and her BFFs, Latasha and Emiko, even
get to sit together in Miss Marin’s class. But to Stella’s
dismay, school soon feels like “one big reading class.”
Even math, one of her favorite subjects besides art, has
word problems, and the fifth grade project is a Young
Authors Competition. Textbooks have longer words and
fewer pictures, making comprehension time-consuming,
and Stella falls behind. Even the new online universe for
Stella and her friends’ favorite show, Witchlins, requires a
guidebook, which Stella has trouble following. As her
BFFs and classmates discuss the game, Stella feels left
out. Will reading ruin her friendships? Garcia, who based
Stella’s story on her daughter’s journey of coming to terms
with dyslexia and her own experiences with
neurodivergence, introduces a multifaceted protagonist
with a learning disability and encouragingly highlights
various coping strategies. Adults are warmly supportive,
barring a dour, gray-haired, light-skinned librarian whose
misconception that graphic novels aren’t “real” books is
emphatically dispelled. In keeping with Miss Marin’s
affirmation that “all brains work differently,” the book’s
clear lettering, decodable text, and expressive art invite
readers of all abilities to root for Stella. Stella and her dad
and sibling are brown-skinned and cued Latine; Mom is
pale-skinned. Latasha presents Black, Emiko is of East
Asian descent, and Miss Marin has light-brown skin. An
uplifting, sympathetic portrayal of dyslexia and friendship.
(resources, cover design process) (Graphic fiction. 8-11)
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Octopus ocean : geniuses of
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Leiren-Young, Mark
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Review

School Library Journal starred (February 1, 2025) Gr 4-7-
Researchers are still discovering new things about
octopuses (not octopi) almost every day, even new
octopuses! There are at least 300 different kinds, ranging
from species tinier than an eyeball to the giant pacific
octopus, explored by award-winning author, filmmaker, and
podcaster Leiren-Young in this installment of the "Orca
Wild" series. The author chronicles his experiences with an
octopus named Storm as part of his research. Delving
deeply into the world of the cephalopods (octopus, squid,
and cuttlefish species), including the newest research on
intelligence and personality, his first-person account will
leave readers feeling as if they're exploring the ocean
alongside him. Incredible facts are still being unearthed
about one of the smartest animals on the planet, like their
brains being located behind their eyes and wrapping
around their stomachs. Close-up color photographs
throughout are vivid and fascinating. Engaging features
include inset photos and text with enthralling facts sure to
grab the attention of young readers. An entire chapter is
devoted to chronicling the stories of escape-artist
octopuses and other noted octopuses, such as Rambo,
who learned how to use a waterproof camera. Included are
a table of contents, glossary, resources, index, and quotes
from figures like Jane Goodall. VERDICT Budding
scientists and animal lovers will keep this stellar title in full
circulation as they learn the mysteries and history of
octopuses, from their biology, habitats, habits, and threats
to their future.-Michele Shaw © Copyright 2025. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

School Library Journal (April 1, 2026) PreS-K-Five children
and two pets engage in some impromptu art projects
involving chalk and found sculpture. Plenty of mishaps
arise along the way, including a tugged leash, an
inadvertently erased mural, and a seemingly intractable
dispute over resources. Ultimately, the smallest member of
the group reminds the others that there's more enjoyment
(not to mention greater artistic potential) to be had in
sharing and mutual support. Idle and Martinez-Neal
deliberately limit the text to dialogue, recreating the
immediacy and vitality of young people's voices, free of
adult influence. The art, rendered in exuberant mixed-
media collage, perfectly captures the spirit of childhood. A
brown, speckled background resembling an expanse of
butcher paper lets the characters stand out all the more
sharply, displaying the humor, creativity, and energetic play
that suffuses their interactions. Each child is rendered in a
unique hue consistently throughout the book, an appealing
design choice, although some apparent inconsistencies in
coloring (viewed in digital galley) may leave young readers
confused. One character's chartreuse occasionally strays
close to another's yellow; the child in a pale bubblegum
shade often appears more like a neon pink, similar to that
of the cat; the youngest artist's red sometimes brightens
until it is almost identical to the dog's orange; nevertheless,
the overall execution is truly appealing. Their work here is
even more seamlessly integrated than in their art for Julie
Fogliano's | Don't Care, with only a few subtle details (the
shaggy hair and cherry noses of Martinez-Neal's
characters, the swoopy curves and angular smiles of Idle's)
distinguishing their individual hands. VERDICT A solid
purchase, this is an endearing and visually engaging look
at childhood creativity.-Jonah Dragan © Copyright 2026.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Booklist (January 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 9)) Grades
4-7. Thanks to My Octopus Teacher and other
media, octopuses are having a moment; and thanks
to this title in the Orca Wild series, middle-grade
readers can understand what makes this strange
animal so fascinating. Short topical chapters in
accessible text, with occasional personal
interjections from the author, cover octopus basics
and more. The first half of the book focuses on the
animal’s unusual anatomy, from its three hearts and
eight tentacles (with suckers that taste by touch) to
its blue blood and unique brain, as well as the
octopus’ ancient ancestor vampyropod (which
looked more like a 10-armed squid) and how
octopuses reproduce. The second half, in turn,
considers the octopus through different lenses, with
chapters that describe octopuses in folklore, octopus
celebrities, examples of particularly amazing
octopuses, the octopus—human relationship and its
impact (such as eating, farming, and experimenting
on octopuses), and conservation. While sidebar “Ink
Spots” add even more details, the numerous color
photos of different octopus species from around the
world are the real attention-grabbers in this inviting
and informational book.

Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2026) Caldecott
honorees Idle and Martinez-Neal team up
(appropriately enough) for a spirited ode to artistic
collaboration. Five kids, each representing a different
color, start with a blank wall, a bucket of chalk, and a
game of tic-tac-toe. Soon enough, however,
creativity and chaos are both unleashed, as are an
orange dog and pink cat, adding to the mayhem. The
spare plot -- moving from exuberant art-making
through disappointment, artistic differences,
competition, and finally into inventive cooperation --
unfolds entirely through dialogue (with the
characters' words matching their colors) and artwork.
The children, each one delightfully unique, from
spunky Vermilion to the more hesitant Robin,
transform that blank wall (and the blank page) into a
mixed-media mural and turn a bicycle into a
sculpture: "Together we make stuff even better!"
Particularly memorable is the use of color through
pencils, pastels, acrylics, and gouache. The plain
backgrounds are a dull grayish brown, evoking a
concrete wall. Against this backdrop, the characters,
made from intensely colored paper cutouts, seem to
positively glow, as does the art they make. Norah
Piehl May/June 2026 p.69

Review

Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2025) All hail the weirdly
alien cephalopods: dreamers, unsurpassed escape artists,
and among the smartest creatures on the planet. Noting
that even as he was writing this book, researchers were
continuing to make new discoveries about octopuses and
their squid and cuttlefish cousins, Leiren-Young
nonetheless forges ahead to introduce representative
members of the cephalopod clan and to explore their
distinctive qualities and capabilities. In addition to
celebrating their vaunted ability to camouflage themselves
and to escape from captivity (one Auckland overachiever,
dubbed Rambo, even learned how to use a waterproof
camera), he points to evidence that they are at least as
smart as chimps and dolphins, that they may dream, and
that, with fantastically sensitive sensors in their arms, they
can tell if what they touch is “friend, foe or food” and even
detect light and color. The author attempts to remain
nonjudgmental about the consumption of octopuses; after
all, he writes, “any animal that can eat an octopus will,”
including other octopuses. Still, he emphasizes the
controversy around farming them, and to counter
anthropodenial (the assumption that animals don’t have
emotions or intelligence), he urges readers to use
gendered pronouns when thinking about them. From the
giant Pacific octopus and a “squid squad” to a fingertip-
size wolfi and the “adorable” dumbo, specimens undulate
fetchingly across natural settings in the heavy suite of
stock photos. An unusually lively meet and greet—
stimulating and informative. (glossary, resource lists,
index) (Nonfiction. 9-12)

Kirkus Reviews (January 15, 2026) Friends make art
about friends making art. Brown Kraft paper provides the
stolid backdrop for this tale of artistic creativity and free
expression. A cast of seven (five children, one dog, one
cat) all sporting color-adjacent names (and based on the
creators’ own kids) come together to make art. As they did
in | Don’t Care (2022), Idle and Martinez-Neal mix and
meld their artistic styles so seamlessly that it becomes
impossible to say where one starts and the other ends.
Color anchors the book; characters have skin the same
hue as their names, and dialogue is similarly color-coded.
Initially Vermillion creates a tic-tac-toe board on which to
play with Robin. More friends arrive, and while at first they
happily create chalk drawings together, soon fights break
out and kids are hoarding supplies. Will they ever be able
to work together? A clever mash-up of cut paper and
hand-drawn characters drive home the message that art is
for everyone (and sharing is caring) without coming across
as pedantic or didactic. The art is consistently appealing,
though some of the colored fonts (particularly the orange)
may prove to be difficult to read for those with visual
disabilities. There’s room enough for every reader—and
every hue—in this charming ode to creativity. (Picture
book. 3-6)
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Level Review Review Review

Title Author Audience
Kirkus Reviews (November 15, 2024) A 12-year-old raised
by senior citizens finds middle school a strange new world.
Korman'’s cleverly chosen title plays on several themes
explored in this outing. Left by his parents in the care of
his grandmother and other residents of a retirement
School Library Journal Xpress (December 20, 2024) Gr 3- community, Dexter has acquired anachronistic manners,
7-Korman's latest realistic fiction set in a middle school speech, and dress—and a broad education that sets him
poses a fish-out-of-water scenario. Twelve-year-old Dexter Booklist (November 1, 2024 (Vol. 121, No. 5)) apart when social services force him into seventh grade.
has lived in his grandma's retirement community for the Grades 4-7. For six years, 12-year-old Dexter has He must adjust—and so must his teachers and
past six years, enjoying homeschooling and friendships lived with his grandmother in The Pines Retirement  classmates at the run-down small-town school. They
with the elderly. But when he's forced to go to public school Village. There he’s homeschooled by other initially regard him as a weird outsider but eventually
for the first time, Dexter must learn to be a kid; how to residents, including a best-selling author (English), a accept and even value his quirks and abilities. When
dress, talk slang, and deal with bullies. Dexter doesn't like  retired Yale professor (math), and a former boxer Dexter uses a Swiss Army knife to repair a money-eating
being at school and his classmates don't seem to care for  (gym). His best friend is a 99-year-old genius, Nazi- snack machine and falls afoul of the school’s zero-
him either, until an incident rallies the students behind him. code-breaking veteran of WWII. Though Dexter tolerance policy, his suspension touches off a wave of
Told by various narrators-including a wannabe student enjoys life at The Pines, when a truant officer insists student protests that spill over into a school board meeting
reporter, a guidance counselor, and the big man on that he attend middle school, he tries it. Although two to debate the ongoing neglect of necessary school
campus-this title explores the good and bad of public boys try to undermine him, the other students seem maintenance. Meanwhile, Dexter wrestles with conflicting
education as different characters try to find their place. OK. But after Dexter pulls out a Swiss Army knife to  feelings about whether he wants to be reinstated. The
While Dexter's musings are thought-provoking, some of the repair a lunchroom vending machine, he’s author stocks his cast of seniors with smart, capable
other characters are oversimplified. Savvy readers may immediately suspended and the possibility of elders and presents a picture of retirement-village life as
question why the guidance counselor sounds less mature  expulsion looms over him. A classmate goes all out  practically paradisical. Conversely, though he does take a
than the students, and how Dexter's forced education is to prove his innocence, but what does Dexter really  few swipes at the curriculum, he provides Dexter (and
due to officials realizing that his grandma listed Dexter as a want? The narrative is written in first person from the readers) with enough good reasons to go to school to
60-year-old so she wouldn't have to fill out the paperwork  points of view of individual characters, from Dexter to make his protagonist’s eventual decision genuinely tough.
for homeschooling. VERDICT Korman is always a safe bet, his fellow students to his guidance counselor, whose Although names cue some ethnic diversity in the student
and this is no exception. Purchase where his titles do well.- different reactions to situations help readers decide  body, the cast largely reads white, and race as a factor in
Elissa Cooper © Copyright 2024. Library Journals LLC, a  whom to trust. This quick-paced, absorbing narrative draconian school disciplinary action goes unexplored.
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No encourages readers to consider different varied Wry, provocative, and shot through with cogent issues.
Old school Korman, Gordon Upper Elementary 3-6 redistribution permitted. perspectives on people and events. (Fiction. 9-13)
Pig in jeans = Cerdito en jeans Li, Brenda Lower Elementary K-3
Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) At
Freedom Elementary School, students tackle
reading, writing, and math, but as the narrator wryly
notes, sometimes they "need a break from all that
fun, right?" Enter recess -- spontaneous,
School Library Journal Xpress starred (July 4, 2025) Gr 1-  unannounced, and absolutely necessary. What if,
3-Sure, writes Smith, reading, writing, and the rest of Smith suggests, students took a recess in the middle
school is "pretty fun!" Even so, everyone needs a break of a math assignment or during a spelling lesson? In
sometimes, right? So it is, with repeated typographic this interactive story, children are invited to join in the
bellows of "RECESS!" he urges young learners to shake action: shaking limbs, yelling "Bananas!" during a
their booties, speed type on air keyboards, throw invisible  hilariously absurd math problem, air-typing in the
balls around, and even (with the added irresistible incentive media center, quacking like ducks, bouncing and Booklist (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21)) Grades K-3. What
that it "feels way inappropriate” in a "non-cafeteria tossing invisible balls in gym, and playing pretend is recess if not a break from the ordinary? Enter this ode to
environment") shout "Bananas!" as loudly as possible. With musical instruments while marching in place. Each  the joy of mixing it up! Wildly varying fonts and exuberantly
typically gonzo line and brush work he depicts mottled, burst of movement begins with an exuberant painted illustrations have rarely been used to such good
stylized children of diverse hue (mostly greens in the "RECESS!" set in saturated neon pinks, sunny effect. Noting that “you all look like you could use a recess
opening class picture) looking studious or, on alternate yellows, and electric oranges that contrast sharply this minute,” the text enthusiastically encourages readers
spreads, acting out these and other suggestions with with the dull, grayscale classroom scenes. The to shake their hands, legs, and booty—until the end of the
increasing frenzy until "Recess" is over...whereupon the visual cue mirrors students' pent-up energy and their page, when (“Stop! End of RECESS”) it's back to
unseen narrator figuratively points to the "Calm Down deep longing to play. Smith's meta-commentary business. Drab pages about school—math, spelling,
Corner" where cool blues prevail in the pictures and some adds a comic, teacher-like voice ("Too silly! Stop gym—alternate with lively interludes spent quacking,
deep, quiet breathing will likewise help to dial down the typing!" and "Enough! End of RECESS"), which bouncing, stomping, or repeatedly yelling “Bananas!” as
cranked-up zoomies. Next to rushing out to the playground, creates a rhythm that mimics some real classroom  directed by our narrator, until the book finally guides
it's hard to imagine a more effective way to loosen up dynamics. Underneath all the antics, the story listeners to take some breaths and “chill.” The breezy,
young bodies and minds when the sitting has gone on a honors children's need to move, laugh, and be conversational tone of the text, along with the dry
little too long. VERDICT Younger audiences, as well as momentarily wild, even within the structure of the observations of recess antics (“Shouting random fruits in a
teachers and librarians on the lookout for quick indoor school day. A high-energy, high-participation read, non-cafeteria environment feels way inappropriate”) will
stretches that are fun and safe, will go bananas.-John tailor-made for storytime, that joyfully affirms play as bring smiles even to those beyond the usual picture-book
Peters © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly essential, not extra, and is likely to become a crowd. While some teachers may wince at the spirited
owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution classroom favorite. Julie Danielson silliness, others will find this roller coaster to be just the
Recess Smith, Lane Lower Elementary K-3 permitted. September/October 2025 p.52 right read-aloud for a midday change of pace.

Sashimi and the Field Trip of
Doom Santat, Dan Upper Elementary 3-6



Title

Sharing

Sleepless
The big journey
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Wells, Rosemary

Korman, Gordon
Rosen, Michael
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Lower Elementary

Upper Elementary
Lower Elementary
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Level

K-3

K-3

‘ Review

Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025) Charles
loves his favorite things -- skates, a xylophone, a doctor kit,
a toy chicken farm -- all lovingly tucked in each night. When
his well-intentioned parents nudge him toward "build[ing]
some social skills" by joining clubs at the park, Charles isn't
convinced he fits in with the Jolly Jumpers, ChitChat
Chums, or Chocolate Chipper singers. But when he begins
to share his beloved toys with kids at the park -- first
reluctantly, then freely -- something shifts. Through each
small exchange, he discovers the reward of generosity:
friendship. Wells's familiar watercolor and ink illustrations,
here starring anthropomorphized mice, brim with emotional
nuance and playful detail, often in scenes isolated with
green borders. Charles's expressions subtly shift across
spreads, capturing the hesitancy and quiet courage that
accompany his social exploration. The park scenes, filled
with soft greens and warm browns, offer just enough chaos
to mirror the busyness of real-life playgrounds without
overwhelming the eye. Speech balloons color-coded by
speaker may aid emerging readers. Wells's visual
storytelling complements the text, as seen when Charles's
once-private possessions are repurposed in communal
play -- used as goalposts, props, and peace offerings. A
thoughtful portrayal of early social development that quietly
offers children permission to be unsure and
encouragement to try anyway. Annisha Jeffries
September/October 2025 p.54

School Library Journal Xpress starred (April 3, 2026) Gr 4-
6-When five seventh graders find that their bodies no
longer require sleep, they struggle with questions and
possibilities. Unbeknownst to the kids, and their parents,
the doctor they all see has injected them with a serum they
thought was for allergies. Instead, they're awake every
night, all night. Cyrus uses this newfound time to refine his
inventions. Mickey trains for and makes the football team.
Thea lands the lead role in the school musical. Levi gains
tens of thousands of social media followers. Skye is even
more of an overachiever than usual. The kids keep their
sleepless nights a secret from everyone-they're enjoying
the fruits of their labors-until they finally cross paths and
realize something is deeply wrong. They confront the
doctor who admits he's experimented on them without their
consent but insists his serum is a gift to the world. The plot
shifts into a mystery-adventure gear when the doctor
disappears and the group works to track him down. Some
of the kids want to continue taking his serum and make the
most of their non-sleeping hours. Told in Korman's
signature alternating first-person point of view and with
rapid-fire dialogue, the novel's pace builds briskly to a
climax in which Cyrus asks his friends a big question:
"Yeah, I'm being productive, but so what? Is that the only
thing time is for?" VERDICT Korman has no equal in
addressing timely, thought-provoking issues through
stories that engage readers from page one. A first
purchase.-Marybeth Kozikowski © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,

3-6 Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Kirkus Reviews (June 15, 2025) A young mouse
learns to share his beloved possessions with others.
Charles’ parents think it’s time he socialized with
other children, so he and his mother head to the
park, where kids approach him and the tempting pile
of toys he’s brought from home. Nigel is curious
about Charles’ xylophone; Charles is delighted to
share it with him. And, of course, Monica can drive
his fire engine! Charles agreeably hands over each
of his treasures, even when his astronaut toy
becomes marooned in a tree and another child uses
up the contents of his doctor kit. (Observant readers
will notice that Charles’ smile falters, but his
demeanor otherwise remains calm and unaffected.)
When Charles’ mother wonders where all his
belongings have gone, he replies, “I shared them
with my friends. And friends are better than things,”
concluding the narrative with a heavy-handed moral.
Charles seems either too meek to protest his toys
being mishandled or implausibly mature for his age,
never bristling at the prospect of sharing with
strangers. Young children and their grown-ups know
all too well that this isn’t a realistic portrayal of
playground sharing, and without any of the story’s
challenges faced head-on, the tidy message rings
hollow. Wells’ signature warm, anthropomorphic
illustration style is as appealing as ever, portraying
Charles and friends as cheerful gray mice. A sweet
but unconvincing tale of cooperation. (Picture book.
3-6)

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2026) Mickey Prima looks
like any other average 12-year-old in suburban
Shagbark, but he’s got a secret: He doesn’t sleep. A
chance encounter while walking his dog at 3 a.m.
leads Mickey to discover he’s not alone. He, self-
proclaimed overachiever Skye Berenger, inventor
Cyrus Teitelbaum, social media content creator Levi
Mackenzie, and singer Thea Davidson become fast
friends when they discover they're all sleepless.
They set out to solve the mystery of why this is, and
along the way, they learn that there’s something else
they all have in common. The story unfolds through
the rotating first-person perspectives of Mickey and
his friends, each offering their own glimpse into the
pros and cons of their wakeful nighttime state, which
allows them extra time to pursue their passions.
Korman keeps the narrators’ concerns grounded in
the sensibilities of middle-grade audiences, from
wondering if they’d want to go back to being ordinary
and worrying about what would happen if their
parents discover they’'ve been covering up their
nocturnal activities, to deeper questions, like: Does
success really count if you have an unfair advantage
over everyone else? Short chapters keep the story
moving quickly, and readers will find themselves
wrestling with the same questions regarding the
ethics surrounding staying sleepless that the cast
members do. This accessible story will appeal to
Korman’s many existing fans as well as readers
looking for a quick, thought-provoking read. Most
central characters read white, and Skye has dark
skin. Creative and appealing, with plenty to ponder.
(Fiction. 9-13)

Review

Publishers Weekly (April 13, 2026) In this reflective romp,
Korman (Hypergifted) spotlights five children who find
themselves with too much time on their hands upon
discovering that they no longer need to sleep. White-cued
Mickey, 12, and four racially diverse classmates in the
town of Shagbark-Skye, Levi, Cyrus, and Thea-have no
idea why they're inexplicably unable to sleep. At first
unaware of one another’s predicament, each uses their
extra waking hours to pursue personal ambitions in secret:
Mickey turns to athletics, Skye becomes an academic
overachiever, Levi experiments with multiple social media
identities as an influencer, Cyrus immerses himself in
invention, and Thea throws herself into musical theater.
But when the group realizes they share the same
sleeplessness, they form an unlikely friendship, meeting at
night to investigate the cause of their insomnia. As they
dig deeper, the quintet confronts a pressing question: Is
their condition a gift or a curse? And if a cure exists, do
they want it? Throughout this fast-paced tale, characters
weigh the costs and pleasures of their nocturnal freedom,
including its effects-both positive and negative-on identity,
popularity, and achievement. While an abrupt resolution
somewhat dampens the impact of the intriguing existential
premise, perceptive narration nevertheless excels in its
interpretation of wish fulfillment. Ages 9-12. Agent:
Elizabeth Harding, Curtis Brown. (July) © Copyright
PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.



The Cow in the Dark at Night Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

The gift of everything McDonnell, Patrick Lower Elementary

‘ Review

Kirkus Reviews (May 1, 2026) While curiosity kills neither
cat nor cow, alien abduction is another matter entirely.
Something is amiss. It's nighttime, and the farmer’s prized
cow is awake, alert, and wandering the fields. Wholly
aware of her situation, this cow has been planning for this
moment, determined to discover what secrets exist when
the sun goes down. Blithely meandering into the dark, the
cow is quickly joined by a reluctantly protective farm cat.
Together the two encounter robbers, a vampire, and,
ultimately, an alien who abducts them posthaste. After
hypothesizing that space must be “where all the night
comes from,” the cow is taken to Mars, where she is
quickly declared queen. A sly piece of misdirection brings
the tale to a chuckle-worthy conclusion. Orange, purple,
and green dominate the simple (but never simplistic) art.
Hannigan’s illustrations deftly shoulder the book’s visual
gags, particularly when it comes to the cat. Skepticism is
conveyed with just the merest tilt to the angle of the cat’s
eye. Young readers will greatly enjoy their superiority over
the cow’s ignorant nonchalance, perhaps screaming
instructions on what to do at any given moment. And, like
many wise fools, she gets what she deserves in the end.
Bovine ineptitude proves a powerful force in this hilarious
tale of one rogue cow. (Picture book. 4-8)

School Library Journal (January 1, 2026) PreS-Gr 3-This
tongue-in-cheek guidebook from the future reveals all kinds
of silly surprises about what the future will be like. Morning
is night, and night is morning. Bananas are called apples,
and apparently there is no word for apples because there
are no apples in the future. The color orange has been
replaced by the color blorange, which is a very popular
word because nothing rhymes with it. The full-bleed
illustrations are presented in ink and gouache, which,
according to the end papers, "means something totally
different in the future." A lot of people in the future are
called "Charlie Cheese Face," while instead of saying
goodbye, it is "You smell like a baby." Young readers will
have a rollicking good time pondering the reasons for all of
this. Two award-winning authors make for an explosive
combination in this crowd-pleasingly zany story that is sure
to be a story hour hit. Humans are depicted with a mix of
skin tones. VERDICT Recommended for all picture book
collections.-Jessica Marie © Copyright 2026. Library
Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source,
Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Publishers Weekly starred (April 20, 2026) Much like
the bovine protagonist of this goofily deadpan tale,
Hannigan (The Bear Out There) takes a premise and
cheerfully runs away with it. A spotted cow makes a
carefully planned nighttime escape from its farm
home, its innocence about the world and pride in its
own sly plan the first of many jokes. Trailed by a
black cat who seems equal parts knowing and
protective, the cow, with wide-eyed naivety,
encounters an array of pale-skinned "night people."
These include a scarecrow ("such a marvelous
sense of style"), a pair of burglars hauling off the
farmer’s TV ("Everyone seems very polite at night"),
and a vampiric "upside-down night person" who
invites, "Do you desire to walk as a creature of the
dark for all eternity?" But when a green figure whisks
cow and cat aboard a spaceship and the adventure
leaps from shaggy dog telling to absurd
interplanetary outing, even the formerly unflappable
cow admits, "It's looking like I've made a pretty big
mistake here." Bold, flat compositions-heavy on
saturated greens, oranges, and purples, with a crisp,
cut-paper sensibility-match the text’s dry wit beat for
beat. It's an exploratory comedy that'll draw giggles ’
til the cows come home. Ages 4-8. (July) ©
Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Horn Book Magazine (March/April, 2026) Frequent
collaborators Barnett and Harris (The First Cat in
Space Ate Pizza, rev. 7/22, and sequels) here report
from the future -- and it's quite a trip. "In the future,
the sun is called THE MOON and the moon is called
THE SUN"; morning is night, and vice versa...
Bananas are known as apples, and "APPLES?...We
don't have apples in the future." Barnett's expert
comedic pacing brings the silliness to another
dimension; just when we think we know where the
joke is going, he throws in a zinger to keep us off
balance. The cleanly composed illustrations are
rendered in ink and gouache, which, the copyright
page states, "means something totally different in
the future." The restraint Harris shows is admirable;
the text is kooky enough without excess high jinks in
the illustrations. Instead, the visual humor has plenty
of sly moments, sure to be appreciated on repeat
visits. (The choice of typeface -- Eames Century
Modern -- is an inspired touch.) Noses are
mushrooms; the supermarket is known as the
"BOLLY BOLLY HOO HOOQO"; and "instead of saying,
'Thank you," we gently place a fish on another
person's head." The narrator concludes with a
future-speak story about a friendly interaction with a
cashier at the bolly bolly hoo hoo. Then, sporting a
fish on their head, the narrator bids readers farewell:
"You smell like a baby!" The future is weird; buckle
up. Kitty Flynn March/April 2026 p.45

Review

Booklist starred (March 1, 2026 (Vol. 122, No. 13))
Preschool-Grade 3. Prepare for kids to lose their frigging
minds over the latest buffoonery from author Barnett and
enabler Harris. An unknown narrator, in a series of
deadpan, matter-of-fact statements, tells today’s readers
about linguistic life in the future: morning and night have
swapped meanings; noses are called “mushrooms”;
instead of “bless you!” people say, “forgive me, Susan!”;
and instead of saying “sorry,” one would “gently place a
fish on another person’s head,” plus many other
modifications that may seem absurd to a twenty-first
century audience. To match Barnett’s foolishness, Harris’
illustrations give something akin to a loose, Raschkaesque
gouache with a late Carletonian sensibility (think The
Nonsense Show, 2015). The several newly introduced
terms are all exhibited together in a concluding short
comic, in which a future person checks out at the bolly
bolly hoo hoo (supermarket), and storytime leaders can
expect the confluence of so much silliness to bring the
house down. This is classic kidlit nonsense, of course, but
the approach here takes on a bit more of an edge, as the
nonsense is given the power of plausibility: you can’t
prove that this isn’t actually how things are done in the
future! Stock up well on this sure-fire crowd-pleaser, and
brace yourself for a local evolution of language.
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School Library Journal (September 1, 2025) K-Gr 2-Frank
N. Stine is in need of a sugary fix. Lacking enough
gingerbread mix, he throws together moldy biscuits, pizza
crust, old croissants gathering dust, and inadvertently adds
some of his bubbling experiment. What crashes out of the
oven snarling "Frrr Frrr Frrruh!" causes Frank to flee,
repeatedly shrieking "Run, run, run, if you want to survive,
this horrible Frankenbread Monster&rsquo;s alive!" Despite
Frank's warnings, the Monster's delicious eau d&rsquo;
cookie entices the neighborhood werewolf, vampires, and
the local mob. Before the villagers capture their just
desserts, Frank must figure out what the Monster's been
trying to tell him all along. Enhanced with sinister
soundscapes from start to finish, narrator Berman is an
energetic marvel, mixing the perfect blend of scary,
comical, and comforting. Even the ending recipe (adult
assistance required) is a toothsome adventure. VERDICT
Berman's performance is an aural delight but works best as
a read-along. Hugo L. Cuellar&rsquo;s enthralling art
shouldn't be missed and could be even more satisfying. ©
Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No redistribution
permitted.

School Library Journal Xpress (March 7, 2025) Gr 1-5-With
summer vacation winding down and the temperature
climbing, siblings Evan and Jessie Treski decide to flex
their business acumen by opening competing lemonade
stands. At the end of five days of sales, the winner takes
all; however, along the way, both siblings engage in
unsavory tricks to come out on top. The economic subplot
makes the original novel a good mentor text for integrating
math and literacy, but the graphic novel falls short on
delivering a story that will resonate with kids emotionally.
There are a few improbabilities in the story that might make
it difficult for modern readers to connect with. For one,
Jessie is skipping a grade to be placed in her brother's
class, an exceedingly rare practice, representing less than
one percent of students, and many readers will not be
familiar with this concept. Also, it is implied via Jessie's
super-smarts and social challenges that she is
neurodivergent, but it is unclear why this is not stated
overtly as an important aspect of the narrative. The
illustrations lack dimension and detail, preventing this title
from being a standout realistic fiction graphic novel.
VERDICT This graphic novel adaptation lacks the
necessary glow-up the narrative and illustrations needed to
feel relevant. Not a necessary addition for most collections.
-Sarah Simpson © Copyright 2025. Library Journals LLC, a
wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No

3-6 redistribution permitted.

Review

Booklist (August 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 22)) Grades K-
2. On a dark, cold night in a dilapidated tower, Frank
N. Stine is hard at work whipping up a tasty creation
to satisfy his sweet tooth. After discovering that his
favorite gingerbread mix is running low, Frank
haphazardly combines remnants of other leftover
baked goods—cookie crumbs, waffle chunks, pizza
crusts—into one giant bowl and maniacally mixes it
together, mashes it into the gingerbread mold, and
pops it into the oven. But when Frank retrieves his
treat, the gingerbread man bursts out and heads
right for his creator, growling. Frightened, Frank
flees, and soon a werewolf, a bat, and a village are
also in hot pursuit of the terrifying treat. The clever
rhymes, wacky humor, and playful repetition make
this an ideal selection for silly storytimes. Eye-
catching illustrations in an array of purples, greens,
and oranges have a comedic, cartoonish quality
perfectly suited to the zany goings-on. Marvelously
madcap mischief with a sweet center.

Kirkus Reviews (March 15, 2025) In this graphic
novel adaptation of Davies’ 2007 book, hurt feelings
propel an intense business battle. Fourth grader
Evan can't stand the thought of his brainy younger
sister, Jessie, skipping a grade and joining his class
this fall. Intelligent but emotionally immature, Jessie
sometimes misses social cues and wishes she could
be more like the gregarious Evan. These insecurities
set the stage for a contest to see who can raise the
most money selling lemonade this summer. Will
Jessie’s book smarts beat Evan’s people skills? The
beauty of this story lies in how each sibling’s
strengths rub off on the other: Evan brushes up on
his math, while Jessie tentatively makes a new
friend. De la Vega’s polished cartoon artwork
creatively translates Davies’ metaphors to a visual
medium. When the author compares the “mean
words inside Evan...fighting to get out” to bats,
illustrations depict the furry animals emerging from
beneath his shirt; Jessie’s negative thoughts take the
form of a tiny purple creature irritatingly tapping her
shoulder. Tender scenes depict flashbacks of the
siblings supporting each other through their parents’
divorce. The book has business savvy to match the
emotional beats (each chapter opens with an
entrepreneurial definition that relates to the plot), and
several scenes feature math problems that readers
can solve for themselves. Evan and Jessie appear
white; both have friends of color. A classic sibling
rivalry tale that still satisfies to the last drop.
(business tips) (Graphic fiction. 8-10)

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2025) A ferocious craving for a
tasty treat leads to unlikely friendship. Young scientist
Frank N. Stine longs for something sweet, but his favorite
gingerbread mix is almost out. Being the ultimate
innovator, Frank concocts a new mix in his laboratory, but
in his haste, he accidentally knocks the contents of a
nearby test tube into his batter. The result is a gingerbread
man who smells delicious but looks terrifying. Frank runs
from the hideous creation, who's struggling to speak to
him (“Frrr Frrr Frrruh”). Villagers and paranormal creatures
alike join the chase, wanting a bite of the scrumptious
beast. Frank finally understands the monster’s word in the
nick of time, depriving the village of a feast but gaining the
gift of friendship. This spooky, humorous story is told in
snappy rhyme, accompanied by chaotic, Tim Burton—
esque illustrations that set an eerie tone while portraying
endearing characters who will charm rather than scare
readers. Though the adventures of this monstrous cookie
will elicit giggles, it will also open up conversations about
acceptance and looking beyond first impressions. An
appended gingerbread recipe, complete with “ideas to
monsterfy the cookie,” is the cherry on top of an already
captivating picture book. Frank is light-skinned; other
human characters vary in skin tone. This spookily
delicious read with a sweetly satisfying twist is sure to
delight. (Picture book. 4-7)
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School Library Journal starred (July 1, 2025) Gr 4-6-Two
wonderful surprises await 11-year-old Gwen when her
neglectful, divorced parents ship her off to Massachusetts
to stay with never-before-seen Great-Uncle Matthew for
two weeks: one, it will be her first experience of living in a
stable home with a loving adult devoted to her happiness.
The second is the existence of the Lahdukan, small-winged
creatures with blue hair, who only children can see and live
in the local public library. Their ancient prophecies name
Gwen as their next Qalba, a leader destined to find them a
new home in Boston's Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
and reunite two long-separated Lahdukan clans.
Cautiously, Gwen accepts the challenge, and her magical
hero's quest begins. Birdsall's writing, stellar as always,
captivates with rich vocabulary, memorable characters, and
sly humor as it weaves a convincing web between Gwen's
real and enchanted worlds. The fantastical spell continues
through the back matter that includes a pronunciation guide
for Lahdukan terms but not their rituals as, "it would be
dangerous for a regular person to say them correctly." An
author's note uses the novel's characters to convey facts
about the Gardner Museum, its history, and an infamous
1990 robbery. Phelan's illustrations add delicate charm and
depict Gwen and Uncle Matthew as white. VERDICT
Birdsall is so adept at magical realism that after finishing
this book, readers will likely keep an eye out for fairylike
creatures the next time they visit a museum or library. An
essential purchase for all middle grade collections.-
Marybeth Kozikowski © Copyright 2025. Library Journals
LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

Publishers Weekly (March 2, 2026) A briskly paced
adventure in a gritty metropolitan setting follows a pair of
orphaned cat sisters finding their way and learning to
control their newfound magical abilities in this highly
anticipated fantasy novel from Hunter (the Warriors series).
Following a devastating fire at the diner where they live,
kitty siblings Luna and Willow are forced to scavenge for
food and shelter. They soon encounter a rat and dog who
introduce the felines to a mystical network of covens
composed of creatures who can perform magic. Because
of the animals’ abilities, they are desirable as familiars by
human witches, who seek to bind the creatures’ magic to
their own. When Luna and Willow uncover a prophecy that
dictates their divergent paths, they separate for the first
time to embark on parallel journeys throughout a city that's
full of danger and intrigue as well as plagued by witches.
Hunter crafts an intriguing social structure for the
expansive cast, which includes wise old toads and a
surprisingly kind young witch-in-training. Warriors fans and
cat fanciers alike will find much to pounce on amid the
suspenseful action and mysterious milieu that permeate a
simultaneously dramatic and heartwarming series launch in
which family ties and personal loyalties are put to the test.
Ages 8-12. (May) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights

3-6 reserved.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (September/October, 2025)
Eleven-year-old Gwen MacKinnon -- neglected,
unwanted, shuttled between self-centered parents --
has been sent to stay with her great uncle Matthew
near Boston. There she discovers that the town's
library is named for an ancestor. "Nothing in Gwen's
life had suggested there could be a building named
after a MacKinnon -- they weren't that kind of family."
Even more surprising, Gwen learns from the
preschooler who lives upstairs that the library is
home to a large clan of Lahdukan, eight-inch-tall,
winged creatures who emigrated from Scotland with
the original MacKinnon and have since thrived under
the care of generations of MacKinnon girls initiated
to be their Qalbas, or caretakers. Gwen learns that
the library building is set to be remodeled, and so the
Lahdukan will lose their home. With the help of a
former Qalba, Matthew's grown daughter Nora,
Gwen moves the MacKinnon Lahdukan to the
Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, where they join
up with another clan. Gwen's role in this grand plan
requires both diplomacy and physical bravery, but
the rewards are great. With the help of her
understanding uncle, an exemplary children's
librarian, and the Lahdukan themselves, Gwen
learns that she is worthy of love and respect.
Birdsall's endearing fantasy features loving and
lovable new friends both human and Lahdukan, with
Phelan's winsome black-and-white illustrations
interspersed. Maeve Visser Knoth
September/October 2025 p.59

Review

Booklist starred (July 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 21)) Grades 4-6.
Eleven-year-old Gwen'’s parents have let her down so
consistently that when she learns that they’ll be sending
her off to spend two weeks with a great-uncle she has
never met, her reaction is not discomfort or dread but joy.
Uncle Matthew proves to be everything that she has
hoped for: a good-natured, kind, welcoming relative who is
supportive of his niece and the choices she makes. When
he learns that she has befriended a mysterious clan of tiny
winged people called the Lahdukan at the local public
library, he takes it as a sign that she is special, because
most children her age can no longer see these magical
folk. Gwen, who has agreed to help them merge with a
nearby clan, risks her life to ensure that all will go well for
them. Gwen is highly respected and even revered by the
Lahdukan, whose complex society, traditions, and
personal backstories are gradually revealed within the
narrative. The present-day American settings tend to
make the tale’s supernatural elements more believable.
Phelan’s sensitive black-and-white illustrations offer
occasional glimpses of the characters. Best known as the
author of the Penderwicks series, Birdsall creates a well-
paced, original story with intriguing characters and
intertwined threads of reality and magic.



School Library Journal (May 1, 2025) Gr 2-5-The Most
Magnificent Team seems to sit perfectly alongside books
like Andrea Beaty's Rosie Revere, Engineer, with its clean
illustrations and general themes of girls in STEM. But it
adds a hefty dose of emotional regulation and conflict
resolution to those already-worthy themes of engineering,
as two neighbors meet, collaborate, and bicker over the
proper way to create great things. They each approach a
project with different ideas and have to learn to handle and
adjust to other mindsets. It perfectly models appropriate
behavior during extreme reactions, particularly as they take
a breath and take space to figure out what they want from
their project and their friendship. VERDICT An aspirational
read that models how to handle potential conflict with grace
and connection over anger and division. © Copyright 2025.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
The most magnificent team Spires, Ashley Lower Elementary K-3 Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (January 1, 2025) Twins Pew and Basket
Church find clues to their pasts and a dangerous foe in a
literally Revolutionary setting. Upon leaping through a time
portal to escape 12 years of misery in the misleadingly
named Sweet Loveliness Home for the Nurturing
Development of De-Parented Children, the intrepid
foundlings land back in 1777—not far from where George
Washington, in the wake of the disastrous Battle of
Brooklyn Heights, is on the verge of throwing in the towel.
Can they convince him to change his mind? Their efforts
are complicated by a hidden treasure lying at the end of a
trail of riddles, a megalomaniacal fellow time traveler out to
manipulate history rather than preserve it, and the fact that
Pew is a Black boy and Basket is a white girl. A second, ill-
managed time jaunt results in their hands being swapped
on their bodies. Although this mishap leads to sibling
strife—"“Stop picking your nose with my fingers!"—the
course of history is righted by the end of an expertly crafted
whirl of chases, betrayals, escapes, and revelations. A
flimsy rationale for not asking a grateful Washington to
abolish slavery in return for the twins’ game-changing help
sounds a sour note, but the parade of (more or less)
accurately rendered historical persons and events, several
tantalizing mysteries, and the smart and resourceful
protagonists will be enough to carry readers through
multiple sequels. Schweizer’s occasional illustrations add
humor and liveliness. A promising, fast-paced series

The time travel twins Patterson, James Upper Elementary 3-6 opener. (historical notes, bibliography) (Adventure. 9-13)
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School Library Journal Xpress (January 31, 2025) Gr 5-7-A
fantastic tale of loss, discovery, afterlife, and mushrooms.
Deadwood Forest is not alive but it's also not dead, as is
the case with its resident Afterlife Usher. Clare is a fox who
was spared death so he could become a guide to lost souls
trying to pass on to the afterlife. Leading a solitary but
meaningful life, Clare has learned to guide wandering
spirits and to read the signs of what the eternal life is trying
to communicate. Meanwhile, he is the keeper of the forest,
a mushroom farmer, and an acquaintance to two trashrats.
He does his job well and efficiently, so it's only when
Gingersnips the badger shows up without a clear or easy
way to pass on that Clare starts sensing trouble. To make
matters worse, the contrasting Fernlight Forest's usher
called Hesterfow! has delivered a premonition about
Deadwood Forest, and Clare and Gingersnips will have to
put their species' antagonistic natures to rest to solve the
mystery. Told in beautiful prose and with rich imagery, this
is a deep story about death, loss, and grief, but also about
compassion, finding meaning, and discovering what one
really is made of in the face of the strongest adversity.
Clare's painful un-death, the mystery of his missing mother,
and Gingersnips's own tragic family story will grip every
reader's heart. VERDICT An excellent choice for libraries
where fantasy is in high demand. Give this book to nature
and animal lovers alike.-Carol Youssif © Copyright 2025.
Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of Media
Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews (February 15, 2026) Make no mistake: This
reptile means business. “Turtle has a toolbox for a shell. /
It's filled with tools that he knows well.” Ferry hooks the
youngest readers from the get-go with her bite-size,
rhythmically faultless rhymes charting Turtle’s progress as
he toils away on a mystery project (spoiler: it's a tree
house) in a grassy open space. The text is filled with
onomatopoeia as the smiling Turtle, who walks on his back
legs, gets to work (“Here is his hammer. / Bang. Bang.
Bang.&nbsp;/ Here is his mallet. / Clang. Clang. Clang”). In
this salute to teamwork, various animals are happy to help
Turtle with the job, among them a hummingbird who’s a
constant presence as he works; a toothy beaver (“Here is
the lumber. / Gnaw. Gnaw. Gnaw”), whose tail makes a
nifty brush (“Plaster walls up nice and tight”); and a
hedgehog who holds a flashlight so Turtle can give the
completed tree house some pizzazz (“Hang a string / of
lights so bright”). Dudolf’s gentle cartoons depict an utterly
adorable all-animal cast; these characters aren’t hard to
picture in plush-toy incarnations. He largely sticks with a
suitably outdoorsy palette, though he relies on a broader
color spectrum for the balloons and party hats seen at the
tree house’s grand opening, when “Up, up, up climb all

Review Review

Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2025) Clare the fox

lives, so to speak, in Deadwood Forest: "Like Clare,

the forest was not quite dead but not quite alive." He

struggles with self-consciousness about his mangled

ear and missing eye (the result of the accident that  Booklist starred (January 1, 2025 (Vol. 121, No. 9))

sent him to the forest), but for the most part follows a Grades 4-7. It is perpetually fall in Deadwood Forest,
quiet routine as the Afterlife's Usher of souls, tending where Clare, the undead fox, resides in a cozy cabin ever
his mushroom garden, reading books scavenged ready to usher lost souls to their appropriate afterlife:
from Deadwood Dump, and making tea for himself ~ Peace, Pleasure, Progress, or Pain. It's a job he enjoys,
and the wandering animal souls that knock on his this helping of others, especially since his own short life
cottage door. Mostly, the souls are easy to guide into was devoid of love and kindness. Abandoned by his

one of the Afterlife's four realms: Peace, Pleasure, mother! Hit by a car! Attacked by a badger! Because of the
Progress, or Pain. Then badger Gingersnipes, who  latter, Clare’s hospitality falters when the newest soul
doesn't appear to belong to any realm, arrives just knocking at his door is, indeed, a badger—albeit it an

as Clare hears of an ominous premonition. Clare unusually chatty and amiable one by the name of
embarks on a quest to understand the meaning of Gingersnipes. Clare makes short work of sending her to
the premonition and help Gingersnipes find her way. an afterlife and is considerably displeased to see her

He engages in some surprising (to him) self- reappear at his cabin a short while later—a rare thing that
reflection and learns about love -- for himself and only occurs when a soul tries to enter the wrong afterlife.
others -- as he travels through neighboring forests As each new attempt to send the badger to her great

with his companion. Between chapters, detailed reward ends in failure, Clare grows more confused and
black-and-white drawings (by Marcin Minor) begrudgingly fond of Gingersnipes. Hoping to gain some
reminiscent of woodcuts highlight key characters and clarity, Clare visits the seer Hesterfowl, who reveals that
scenes to come. Though some of the book's Clare’s days as Usher are likely numbered. Hartman's
messages are a bit on the nose, ultimately the dry animal fantasy is lightly macabre in its trappings but sweet
humor, an amusingly intrusive narrator, and a touch  and uplifting in substance, and the conversational

of nostalgia intertwine to create an endearingly narration adds an extra layer of whimsy to the

strange snapshot of a cottage-core world caught proceedings. This tale of self-love and acceptance makes
between life, death, and the afterlife. Monica de los  the most of its unique setting and the memorable

Reyes May/June 2025 p.89 characters found there.

Publishers Weekly (April 13, 2026) The title of this
series kickoff may suggest a solo portrait, but Ferry
(The Wombats Go Wild for Words) and Dudolf (the
Piggle the Pig series) offer up a rosy, rhyming ode to
teamwork. The creators introduce Turtle, a DIY-
savvy reptile with a toolbox shell, engaging in what
looks at first like solo play. Verse bounces along with
satisfying onomatopoeia ("Here is his hammer./
Bang. Bang. Bang.// Here is his mallet. Clang.
Clang. Clang") as Turtle, tongue stuck out in focus,
takes on arrayed tasks. But following the arrival of a
friend come to assist, Turtle rallies a crew of forest
animals to build an elaborate turreted tree house in a
carefully selected oak. Round-headed, with friendly
dot eyes and a quiet smile, Turtle appears as the
confident foreman of nearly every spread, in which
crisply inked, soft-color-fill illustrations document
construction from framing to hanging decorative
lights. Featuring a cheerful, wholly competent crew
who share a goal and a can-do spirit, this sturdy
addition to the readaloud pile suggests that good

their friends, / and that’s the way this story ends.” Just what things come to those who collaborate. Ages 4-8.

the toddler ordered. (Picture book. 2-6)

(June) © Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.
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Kirkus Reviews (October 15, 2025) A put-upon goblin
learns to feel the love. Gilbert, a bald, mint-green goblin, is
far too busy for Valentine’s Day. From bird-watching to
goat yoga, his schedule is full. Besides, “Valentine’s Day is
all about love and flowers and all that other mushy
malarkey’—Gilbert doesn’t need it! He isn’t interested in
those heart-shaped boxes of candy with their gross
coconut surprises, and he’s not a fan of the so-called stars
of Valentine’s Day: cupids with their gorgeous hair and love
arrows. But the cupid squad doesn’t give up on Gilbert and
sends him zigging and zagging to avoid their arrows.
Believing he’s been hit (in fact he unwittingly backed up
into a cactus), Gilbert finds himself falling in love with love
and eagerly accepting his friends’ valentines. Humor
certain to please readers young and old is woven
throughout Gilbert's sassy narration and the candy-colored
illustrations, which trace the goblin’s metamorphosis from
sourpuss to lovebug. The reasons for Gilbert’s true change
of heart—and why he was so loath to celebrate to begin
with—are left unspoken, but readers may enjoy coming up
with their own ideas. Front endpapers featuring candy
hearts festooned with “meh” and “nope” capture the anti-
Valentine vibe, while supportive cards from Gilbert's friends
can be found on the back endpapers. A Valentine’s tale
that even the grumpiest readers won't be able to resist.
(Picture book. 4-8)

School Library Journal (April 1, 2026) Gr 3-7-Applegate's
latest is a novel in verse about Wombat, a dog who has
always been a stray. She's living in Los Angeles when
terrible fires come, and her instinct is to find safety away
from the fire, except there is a voice in her head telling her
to go towards it. She meets up with another stray who
advises her to listen to the voice, that it is her destiny to
find her human. Wombat isn't sure she really wants a
human, but she follows the voice anyway and ends up
perched on a bench that survived the fires. At the same
time, there is a boy, Henry, whose family is impacted by
the fire. One of Henry's moms works at an animal shelter
that is evacuating. The ending is not a surprise, but it does
take most of the book for Wombat to find her person, and
the tension stays strong. There is a lot of philosophy in the
book that will offer interesting opportunities for
conversation, like "Did humans have voices, too, inner
guides so ferocious and consuming, telling you that you are
something, that you need something, that you must
become something?" There are themes of family and
community, of loss and natural disasters, of making peace
and forgiveness, of destiny and fate, how animals can help
humans heal in surprising ways. Ultimately, this is a book
about finding the "right one," and it's an appealing and
heartwarming story that will resonate with lots of readers.
VERDICT A charming novel in verse that fans of Katherine
Applegate won't want to miss.-Debbie Tanner © Copyright
2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of

3-6 Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Review

Horn Book Magazine (May/June, 2026) Against the
background of the 2025 Palisades and Eaton fires in
Southern California, Applegate crafts a timely story
with two strands. Wombat, a stray dog, knows she
should be fleeing the fire, but a strong, mysterious
voice, "like the echo of wolfsong," commands her to
head toward the danger zone of active fires.
(Another stray tells Wombat that she's a "destiny
dog.") On the human front, Henry and his sister and
moms are evacuated from their home with almost no
notice. Though one of Henry's mothers is very
involved with animals, working at a wildlife rescue
center, Henry himself is nervous around dogs. There
are various other animals in the cast, including an
owl and a bat, but it becomes clear early in the
suspenseful plot that Wombat and Henry are the
main focus, on a trajectory to meet. Applegate's
strength, as always, is creating convincing and
affecting animal points of view, and her verse-like
narrative style -- impressionistic, short-lined
sentences with plenty of white space -- embraces all
the senses (including senses only available to
animals) and pushes the boundaries of language.
Occasional textured black-and-white art illustrates
some scenes. The story doesn't hide its message
under a bushel, and that message is the value and
strength of comradeship, community, and kindness
in a crisis. Sarah Ellis May/June 2026 p.81

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 1, 2026) A stray dog finds her
destiny amid the chaos of a Southern California wildfire.
Wombat is a small dog with stubby legs and “silly ears /
that look like furry cookies”—almost impossibly cute in
Bricking’s occasional pencil-style vignettes. She’s
mastered the art of survival, so when a mysterious internal
voice prods her to go toward the fire, she resists. “The
wrong way is the right way. / The right way is the wrong
way,” the voice insists. When she tells fellow stray Silas
about it, he tells Wombat she’s a “destiny dog,” bound to
“find their person / before their person / can find them.”
Convinced, she decides to follow the mysterious
instructions. Meanwhile, Henry, a boy who's leery of dogs,
loves the bats at the wildlife rehabilitation center where
Mama Ro, a veterinarian, works; his Mama J is a librarian.
Henry and Barnabas, a fruit bat at the center, are both
uprooted by the fire, and their paths converge with
Wombat'’s at an emergency shelter. The third-person
perspective shifts from character to character in clusters of
free-verse poems that fully immerse readers in each one’s
experiences in turn. This extra-concentrated delivery of
Applegate’s typically spare writing proves effective,
balancing terror and sadness with heart and humor. Henry
has light brown skin, Mama Ro has curly black hair and
brown skin, and Mama J presents white. Affecting and
hopeful. (Verse fiction. 8-12)



Title

Worm on the job

It's Probably Penny

Author

Fergus, Maureen

Leedy, Loreen

Audience

Lower Elementary

Lower Elementary

Interest
Level

K-3

K-2

‘ Review

School Library Journal starred (March 1, 2026) Gr 1-3-A
humorous story about being able to do anything if one sets
one's mind to it. An adorable pink worm has been a head
librarian and has read every book. Now it's time for a new
adventure. He tries out many jobs, but they're not quite
right. He is drawn to a job as a security guard but finds that
no one thinks he can do it. The good news is that Worm is
incredibly creative in how he can succeed. A plain worm
proves himself to be the best security guard. The story
includes puns but isn't over the top. The dialogue is
amusing and would be great for a read-aloud. The joy of
this book is that Worm's shapelessness allows him to
contort into funny positions, tie himself up, and pretend to
be random items. Grand illustrations capture such different
expressions. Hammond uses the size difference between
the worm and his tiny accessories to the real people in the
story in a way that increases the comedy of the story. The
characters are drawn as stereotypical villains, HR
managers, and incompetent applicants, which makes it
easy to find a voice for each character and adds to the
adventure. The details of the Invention Convention, where
Worm works, plus the individual movements of the worm
keep readers engrossed in every page. VERDICT A must
for all collections, this hilarious story full of puns shows
readers how creativity can be more important than size in
getting a job done correctly.-Veronika Parrone © Copyright
2026. Library Journals LLC, a wholly owned subsidiary of
Media Source, Inc. No redistribution permitted.

Kirkus Reviews Lisa and her Boston terrier, Penny, are
back in this delightful look at probability. Readers will follow
Lisa’s teacher, Mr. Jayson, through his lesson as he uses
different groups of colored jellybeans to introduce the
concept and vocabulary of probability to his class. For
weekend homework, the students must think of events that
will, might and can’t happen; that have a tiny chance or are
impossible; that have three outcomes that are equally likely
to occur; and that have several unequally likely outcomes.
As usual, Lisa uses Penny’s antics in most of her answers,
many of which will tickle children’s funny bones. Leedy’s
illustrations add both humor and understanding. Well-
planned pages with patterned backgrounds, crisp figures
and no extraneous clutter help readers focus on the
concept, while clear language, simple explanations,
repetition and a solid dose of humor make this a winner.
Leedy scores again with this engaging mathematical tale.
(Picture book. 5-8)

Review

Kirkus Reviews (April 15, 2026) An ambitious
invertebrate uses his unique talents to prove himself
at his new job. Reclining in an open book, Worm lets
out a sigh—he is bored. Having served as the head
librarian for a long time, Worm has read everything
in the library, and he is ready for an exciting new
career. After trying a handful of jobs that end up
being too dangerous for a worm, he comes across a
posting for a security guard at the convention center,
where inventions have been going missing. The
human manager who interviews him is skeptical:
“You're three inches long,” he points out. “Also, you’
re a worm.” But Worm makes his case (he’s capable
of disguising himself as a hair tie or a pretzel, he can
transform “kitchen scraps into valuable fertilizer,” and
he’s “extremely stretchy”). Worm is hired! And when
he encounters the thief, he’s underestimated yet
again, but his creative abilities (and stretchiness)
turn out to be useful. Fergus’ tongue-in-cheek
dialogue and narration are an ideal match for
Hammond’s exaggerated, energetic cartoon artwork;
the illustrator wrings maximum humor and pathos
from big-eyed, bushy-browed Worm as he persists in
the face of failure (time spent in the sun during his
turn as a lifeguard leaves him a dried-out mess) and
ultimately triumphs. The manager and the thief are
pale-skinned; other human characters vary in skin
tone. A winsome underdog story, starring a
protagonist certain to worm his way into readers’
hearts. (Picture book. 3-7)



