
ATTENDANCE AREA BOUNDARY STUDY - PARAMETERS

As a result of sixth grade moving to middle schools, current elementary school boundaries must be 
adjusted to ensure that all elementary schools are utilized equitably according to district policy.  
Likewise, a new middle school boundary must be created and boundaries for existing middle schools 
must be adjusted to again ensure equitable utilization at all middle schools as this grade 
reconfiguration is implemented in the fall of 2028.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Key values serve as guiding principles for the boundary review committee throughout the boundary 
review process. These are developed from District Policies, insights gained from community 
surveys, and student enrollment forecasting. A student is required to attend the school serving 
his/her place of residence, the “neighborhood school” (Board Policy 3131). Exceptions to this 
policy are also listed in Board Policy 3131.

When considering boundary revisions the committee will consider, to the extent possible, the 
following guiding principles: 

• Take a District-wide perspective by considering individual school capacities and student 
population projections to balance enrollment and alleviate overcrowding and 
underutilization of schools across the school district.

• Take a District-wide perspective considering growth trends and enrollment projections
• Make efforts to keep neighborhoods and communities together.
• Maximize proximity to home/safe walking routes (e.g., not having to cross busy streets, 

railroad tracks, and consider natural boundaries).
• Consider transportation impacts, and work towards limiting the amount of time required on 

a bus.

TIMELINE

ESD Boundary Committee Planning and Review January – September 2026

Open House #1 – Meadowdale MS Commons March 16, 2026 (5:30-7:30 PM)

Open House #2 – Meadowdale MS Commons May 18, 2026 (5:30-7:30 PM)

ESD Boundary Review Committee – Recommendation
to Superintendent September 2026

Superintendent – Recommendation to ESD Board September/October 2026
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The board of directors shall monitor the geographic attendance areas designated for each building in the 
district. As population and enrollment shift within the district, and/or school configurations change or 
schools are added or closed, changes in attendance areas may become necessary. By April 1 of each school 
year, the next year's estimated enrollment should be forecast for each attendance area. Students shall attend 
the school designated for their respective residential areas unless individual requests for in-district boundary 
transfers have been approved according to District Policy 3131. 
 
In cases where estimated enrollments exceed building capacity or significant enrollment discrepancies 
between buildings exist, school attendance area changes may be proposed in order to operate an effective and 
efficient educational program.
 
The following factors shall be considered to the extent possible when the district develops attendance area 
boundaries and considers student transfers: 
 
1. Board policies, resolutions, and mission and vision statements
2. Maintenance or improvement of curriculum and instructional programs
3. Fiscal accountability
4. Minimizing disruption of students' established learning programs
5. Collective bargaining agreements
6. Maintaining established neighborhood groupings 
7. Sibling enrollment in the same elementary school when possible
8. Connections between a middle school and/or high school attendance area 
9. Adjustments of class loads to available space 
10. Coordination of efficient transportation routes within attendance areas
 
Before implementing changes to attendance boundary areas and any planned transfer of students, students 
and families of students affected by such changes shall be invited to a meeting at which the planned change 
shall be explained. An orientation to the new school shall be arranged for transferred students. Final decisions 
will be based on the needs of all schools in the district. When fall enrollments in an attendance area 
substantially exceed class size guidelines, students may be required to attend a school in another attendance 
area. In this case, the district will provide transportation for families unable to transport their child to the new 
school assigned.
 
In the event that new residential (whether single or multi-family) developments are projected to generate 
twenty-five (25) or more students within six months from the date their certificates of occupancy are issued, 
and one or more schools in the development’s designated attendance area is deemed to be at capacity, the 
students in that residential development may be required to attend other district school or schools in which 
space is available until such time as boundary adjustments can be made or space is available in the service area 
school. In such cases, the district will provide transportation for the students.


