
12th Grade CP English Summer Reading 2026 

Dr. Chris Swann 
Chris.Swann@hies.org 

 

The mission of the English department is to teach students to 
read, write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. As 

part of this commitment, we require all students to participate in 

our summer reading program. Each year, the department seeks to 

engage and challenge our students by carefully selecting texts 

that align with our mission. In the beginning weeks of the new 
school year, we place significant emphasis on the summer reading 

material, where students engage in discussions, activities, and 

assessments. It is mandatory that all students diligently read and 

annotate the assigned texts to ensure active and successful 

participation in these tasks, further enriching their experience. By 
embracing this initiative, students not only expand their literary 

horizons but also cultivate essential skills and insight that will 

serve them well both inside and outside of the classroom. 

 
On Writing by Stephen King is an engaging and accessible 

memoir that strongly supports both the mission of Holy 

Innocents’ Episcopal School and the English Department’s 

commitment to helping students read, write, listen, speak, 
and think with clarity and purpose. Blending personal 

narrative with practical insight, King reflects on his 

development as a writer while offering clear, relatable 

guidance on the craft of writing. His conversational style and use of storytelling make the 
text approachable for CP seniors, while still challenging them to think critically about 

voice, structure, audience, and purpose. As students read, they are invited to analyze how 

effective writing is constructed and to apply those principles to their own work, 

particularly as they begin drafting college essays and other personal writing in the fall. 

 
The memoir also aligns meaningfully with the school’s mission. King’s reflections on 

perseverance, discipline, and finding one’s voice encourage students to take ownership of 

their learning and to approach writing as a tool for self-expression and growth. His 

journey fosters confidence and resilience, reminding students that strong writing develops 

through practice, revision, and reflection. Additionally, the text promotes thoughtful 
communication and a respect for the power of language, helping students grow in their 

ability to express themselves clearly and purposefully in both academic and personal 

contexts. 

 

While On Writing includes occasional mature language and brief references to substance 
use and personal hardship, these elements are presented within the context of King’s life 

story and are not the focus of the text. Instead, the memoir serves as a practical and 

meaningful academic tool that supports students in developing essential writing skills 

while also encouraging reflection on identity, voice, and purpose. By reading On Writing, 

students not only strengthen their understanding of effective communication but also gain 
valuable insight into the writing process, making it a relevant and mission-aligned choice 

for CP 12 summer reading. 
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12th Grade CP English Summer Reading Assignment 2026 

A memoir is a form of nonfiction in which an author reflects on specific moments or experiences 

from their life in order to convey meaning, insight, or personal growth. The purpose of a memoir 

is not just to tell a story, but to reveal how those experiences shape the writer’s identity, beliefs, 

and understanding of the world. 

In On Writing, Stephen King blends personal narrative with reflections on the craft of writing, 

offering readers insight into the experiences that shaped him as both a person and a writer. 

Throughout the memoir, King shares pivotal moments from his life—some humorous, some 

difficult—that contribute to his development and perspective. 

Your task is to track moments of insight in King’s life. As you read, pay close attention to key 

experiences that shape his thinking, values, and approach to writing. Consider how these 

moments influence who he becomes and what he believes about storytelling, discipline, success, 

and failure. 

Come to class on the first day with the following: 

• Three significant moments of insight from King’s life 

• Carefully selected and underlined/highlighted quotes that illustrate each moment 

• Thoughtful annotations reflecting on what King learns or realizes in each moment 

• A clear understanding of how these experiences shape his identity and perspective as a 

writer 

You do not need to write anything separately—everything should be done in your book. 

All of your thinking and responses should appear as annotations within the text. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


