12" Grade English Honors: Story Seminar

Mr. John Baum
The mission of the English department is to teach students to
read, write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. As
part of this commitment, we require all students to participate in
our summer reading program. Each year, the department seeks to
engage and challenge our students by carefully selecting texts
that align with our mission. In the beginning weeks of the new
school year, we place significant emphasis on the summer reading
material, where students engage in discussions, activities, and
assessments. It is mandatory that all students diligently read and
annotate the assigned texts to ensure active and successful
participation in these tasks, further enriching their experience. By
embracing this initiative, students not only expand their literary
horizons but also cultivate essential skills and insight that will
serve them well both inside and outside of the classroom.

Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood Anderson is a foundational work in
the development of the modern American short story and strongly WINESBURG, OHIO
supports both the mission of Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School and

the English Department’s commitment to helping students read, SECOND
write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. As a short EDITION Edited by Marc K. Dudley
story cycle, the text offers students a unique opportunity to
examine how individual narratives function both independently and as part of a cohesive whole.
Through its exploration of isolation, identity, repression, and the search for human connection, the
work engages students in themes that remain deeply relevant as they transition into adulthood.
Anderson’s concept of the “grotesque,” in which individuals are shaped and distorted by a single
dominating truth, provides a rich framework for character analysis and encourages nuanced
psychological and philosophical inquiry.

SHERWOOD ANDERSON

The text also aligns meaningfully with the school’s mission by fostering empathy, self-reflection, and
a deeper understanding of the human experience. Through its portrayal of characters who struggle
with loneliness and the desire for connection, Winesburg, Ohio invites students to consider
perspectives beyond their own and to reflect on the complexities of identity and community. The
work encourages thoughtful discussion and a respect for diverse experiences, helping students grow
in their ability to engage with others in meaningful and compassionate ways.

From a craft perspective, Winesburg, Ohio is especially valuable in a senior seminar setting.
Anderson’s minimalist prose, emphasis on subtext, and departure from traditional plot-driven
storytelling allow students to study character-centered narrative structure, the use of fragmentation
and vignette, the role of silence and implication in fiction, and the relationship between setting and
emotional landscape. Additionally, the text’s influence on writers such as Ernest Hemingway and
William Faulkner enables students to trace literary development within the American canon. While
the work includes mature themes related to repression, loneliness, and emotional struggle, these
elements are presented with subtlety and purpose, offering students a meaningful platform for close
reading, interpretation of complex and ambiguous narratives, and the development of original critical
arguments. By studying Winesburg, Ohio, students strengthen essential analytical and
communication skills while engaging in rich, discussion-based learning, making it a valuable and
mission-aligned component of a senior-level English course.
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12" Grade English Honors: Story Seminar — Summer Reading Assignment

O The text: Winesburg, Ohio by Sherwood Anderson (You must have the Second Norton
Critical Edition, Edited by Mark Dudley)

O What it is: a collection of short stories that all take place in the same small town around
the same time.

¢ Reading expectations: This book is a “critical” edition, which means it contains extra
readings in the form of essays, letters, critiques, and more. You are not responsible for all
of these, just the ones assigned below:

0 You are to read the main text of stories (Pages 5-144) and then complete the
following:

According to Irish short story writer Frank O’Connor, “the novel often focuses on a hero
within society” while “the short story thrives without a hero, focusing instead on the
outsider.”

Your job is to choose the top three outsiders from these stories. Your job will be to provide
evidence in the form of quotes from the stories that prove your outsiders are THE most
outsiderish in the book. Be ready to defend your answers.

Come to class on the first day with the following:
e Four outsiders, each chosen from a different story.
e Underlined quotes in each of the stories that you will use in defense of your choice.
e Intense knowledge of those stories.




