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The mission of the English department is to teach students to 
read, write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. As 

part of this commitment, we require all students to participate in 

our summer reading program. Each year, the department seeks to 

engage and challenge our students by carefully selecting texts 

that align with our mission. In the beginning weeks of the new 
school year, we place significant emphasis on the summer reading 

material, where students engage in discussions, activities, and 

assessments. It is mandatory that all students diligently read and 

annotate the assigned texts to ensure active and successful 

participation in these tasks, further enriching their experience. By 
embracing this initiative, students not only expand their literary 

horizons but also cultivate essential skills and insight that will 

serve them well both inside and outside of the classroom. 

 
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng is an engaging 

and accessible novel that strongly supports both the 

mission of Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School and the 

English Department’s commitment to helping students 

read, write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. Through its compelling, 

character-driven narrative, the novel invites students to analyze complex relationships 

and conflicts while examining how authors develop theme, structure, and perspective. 

As students follow the intertwined lives of two families in the seemingly idyllic 

community of Shaker Heights, they are challenged to think critically about issues of 

race, class, privilege, identity, and belonging, strengthening their analytical and 

interpretive skills. 

 

The novel also aligns meaningfully with the school’s mission. Little Fires 

Everywhere fosters empathy and understanding by encouraging students to consider 

multiple perspectives and to reflect on the ways in which societal expectations shape 

individual choices. It promotes thoughtful dialogue around justice, family, and 

community, helping students grow in their respect for others and their awareness of 

the complexities of the human experience. The text invites students to examine their 

own assumptions and to engage with questions about responsibility, identity, and the 

consequences of both action and inaction. 

 

While the novel includes mature subject matter, including discussions of bodily 

autonomy, family conflict, and issues of race and socioeconomic disparity, these 

topics are handled with nuance and care. They serve to deepen students’ 

understanding of the characters and the societal forces at play, rather than to 

sensationalize. Little Fires Everywhere provides a meaningful platform for critical 

thinking, discussion, and reflection, making it a valuable and mission-aligned addition 

to the 12th grade curriculum while supporting students’ growth as thoughtful readers 

and engaged members of a broader community. 
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12th Grade Honors Literature as a Social Discourse Summer Assignment 

Social discourse is the way people in a society talk about and understand important 

issues (like race, class, gender, and power) and how those conversations shape 

what is considered normal, acceptable, or true. In Little Fires Everywhere, Celeste 

Ng reveals how these conversations, both explicit and implicit, shape the lives of 

individuals and the values of the community of Shaker Heights. 

Your task is to recognize how social discourse operates within the novel. As you 

read, track moments in which characters express, reinforce, or challenge societal 

beliefs and expectations. Pay close attention not only to what is said, but also to 

what is assumed, left unsaid, or enforced through behavior and community norms. 

Consider how these moments reveal underlying ideas about identity, privilege, 

motherhood, race, class, and belonging—and how they influence characters’ 

choices and conflicts. 

Come to class on the first day with the following: 

 

• Three significant examples of social discourse in the novel (specific 

scenes, interactions, or conflicts) 

• Carefully selected and underlined quotes that illustrate each example 

• Thoughtful annotations explaining what belief, value, or norm is being 

expressed, reinforced, or challenged 

• A clear understanding of how these moments shape character development 

and drive the novel’s central conflicts. 

 You do not need to write anything separately—everything should be 

done in your book. All your thinking and responses should appear as 

annotations in the text. 

 
 

 

 


