
11th Grade AP Language and Composition Summer Reading 2026 
 

The mission of the English department is to teach students to read, write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and 

purpose. As part of this commitment, we require all students to participate in our summer reading program. Each 

year, the department seeks to engage and challenge our students by carefully selecting texts that align with our 

mission. In the beginning weeks of the new school year, we place significant emphasis on the summer reading 

material, where students engage in discussions, activities, and assessments. It is mandatory that all students 

diligently read and annotate the assigned texts to ensure active and successful participation in these tasks, further 

enriching their experience. By embracing this initiative, students not only expand their literary horizons but also 

cultivate essential skills and insight that will serve them well both inside and outside of the classroom. 

 

Thank You for Arguing (Fourth Edition) by Jay Heinrichs is a 

lively, accessible, and intellectually rich text that strongly 

supports the goals of both the English Department and Holy 

Innocents’ Episcopal School. As students begin their AP 

Language and Composition journey, this book provides a solid 

foundation in rhetorical analysis and argumentation. Through 

examples ranging from Aristotle to modern media, Heinrichs 

teaches students how language shapes thought, how arguments 

are built, and how persuasion operates in everyday life. The text 

challenges students to read closely, write purposefully, listen 

critically, speak effectively, and think analytically, directly 

supporting our departmental mission. 

The engaging and often humorous tone of Thank You for 

Arguing helps students discover a love of learning by 

demystifying classical rhetoric and showing how it applies to the real world, from political speeches 

to family conversations. It encourages respect for self and others by teaching students to understand 

opposing viewpoints, construct thoughtful arguments, and communicate with both reason and 

empathy. In a world increasingly shaped by the power of language, this text also cultivates a sense of 

service to the world community, empowering students to use their voices ethically and effectively for 

the common good. 

Thank You for Arguing serves as engaging introduction to rhetorical concepts, including how 

arguments are structured, how language persuades, and how rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, and 

logos) operate in everyday life—from advertising to political speeches to conversations at the dinner 

table. Heinrichs uses humor and real-world examples to make classical rhetorical strategies 

understandable and relevant to high school students. By introducing key rhetorical strategies and 

encouraging students to analyze persuasive language across contexts, Thank You for Arguing sets the 

tone for a year of critical inquiry and purposeful communication, hallmarks of both the AP Language 

course and a Holy Innocents’ education. 

 

 

 



AP Language and Composition Summer Assignment 2026 
Mrs. Elms 

 
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition. The focus of Advanced Placement English 

Language and Composition is understanding, analyzing, and writing nonfiction prose. Furthermore, 

students work to connect rhetoric and argumentation using multiple sources to develop and support 

their own arguments. Both their writing and their reading should make students aware of the interactions 

among a writer's purposes, audience expectations, as well as the way genre conventions and the 

resources of language contribute to effectiveness in writing. 

 

Needless to say, the expectations for this class are high as you will have to consistently read and write 

with proficiency. I applaud your decision to take on this challenge and will help to support you along the 

way. 

 

These summer assignments offer you a chance to create a database of information you will use 

throughout the school year. You are required to actively engage with reading and writing prior to 

entering the classroom. I look forward to working with you next year. 

 

If you have any questions regarding these assignments, you can email me at danielle.elms@hies.org 

 

Summer Preparation / Books Needed 

1. Obtain a copy of Thank You for Arguing by Jay Heinrichs. 

2. Purchase a 2", 3ring binder and separators with tabs. The tabs should be labelled in the 

following order: 1) Rhetorical Analysis 2) Argument 3) Synthesis 4) Test Prep 

3. Purchase a college ruled, spiral notebook (at least 100 pages). All entries this summer should be titled 

and dated. 
 

I. Assignment 1: Summer Reading DUE AUGUST 13rd 

 
Directions: Read chapters 1-12 of Thank You for Arguing. Annotate lightly; answer the following 

questions fully using complete sentences, USING QUOTES FROM THE TEXT TO SUPPORT YOUR 

RESPONSES in your journal. Submit in person journal check during first week of school. 
 

Introduction 

Chapter –Open Your Eyes 

1) Define Rhetoric. 

2) Why does Heinrichs include the very brief summary/history of rhetorical study on pages 2-3? 

 

Offense 

Chapter 2—Set Your Goals 

3) What is the difference between fighting and arguing? 

4) What does persuasion try to do? 

5) What is a deliberative argument? (Hint: You’ll have to use context clues to build your definition.) 

6) Why should you only “concede a point that will not damage your case/argument irreparably” (20). 

7) 8) What are Cicero’s 3 goals for persuading people? 

How does “changing the mood” help your argument (23)? 

 
Chapter 3—Control the Tense 

9) What are the three types of issues established by Aristotle? Why are knowing these important? 

10) What is it important to establish what core issue you are arguing about? 



11) How can changing the tense (past, present, future) help you be more successful? 

12) What is the purpose of forensic rhetoric? 

13) What is the purpose of demonstrative rhetoric? 

14) What is the purpose of deliberative rhetoric? 

15) What type of rhetoric is “the rhetoric of choice” (34)? Why? 

 

Chapter 4—Soften Them Up 

16) What is argument by logic (logos)? 

17) What is argument by character (ethos)? 

18) What is argument by emotion (pathos)? 

19) Why is concession the most powerful tool of logos? 

20) How does “align[ing] yourself with your listener’s pathos” help in an argument (44)? 

 

Chapter 5—Get Them to Like You 

21) Explain decorum. 

22) What components make up decorum? 

23) Why must you change your decorum based on your audience’s expectations? 

 

Chapter 6—Make Them Listen 

24) Identify and define the “3 essential qualities of persuasive ethos” (56). 

25) Describe a situation when YOU would use each of the following devices as defined in the text: 

a. Bragging 

b. Character references 

c. Tactical flaw 

d. Changing your position 

 

Chapter 7—Show Leadership 

26) What is practical wisdom? 

27) Why is practical wisdom important in building one’s ethos? 

 

Chapter 8—Win Their Trust 

28) Why is ethos the most important than any other aspect of rhetoric? 

29) How can dubiatatio function in an argument? 

 

Chapter 9—Control the Mood 
30) According to Aristotle, where do emotions come from? Is this an accurate statement? Why? 

31) Why is a “detailed narrative” the best way to change the mood of your audience (89)? 

32) Explain the statement: “When you argue emotionally, speak simply” (83). 

33) Why is sympathy more effective than humor at persuading someone? 

34) Discuss the use of the following in an argument: 

 a. Anger 

 b. Patriotism 

 c. Emulation 

35) What is unannounced emotion? 

Chapter 10—Turn the Volume Down 
36) Why is the passive voice so useful? 

37) How might you use the backfire technique in an argument? 

38) Discuss the differences between the following: 

 a. Urbane humor 

 b. Wit 

 c. Facetious humor 

 d. Banter 



Chapter 11—Gain the High Ground 

39) Why must you keep the motivations of your audience in mind when trying to persuade them? 

40) What is a “rhetorical commonplace” (100)? Explain. 

41) Which of these phrases are a common place? 

 a. All children deserve a good education. 

 b. Don’t go swimming after you’ve eaten. 

 c. I’m sleepy. 

42) List three common places in your home, community, or culture. 

 

Chapter 12—Persuade on Your Terms 

43) Explain definition/redefinition. 

44) Why must you as a “persuader” identify commonplace words? 

45) What tense is best when addressing values? Why? 

 

II. Assignment 2: Introductory Email DUE AUGUST 6th 

Crafting a professional email is an important skill. A courteous and thoughtfully constructed request is 

much more likely to receive the kind of response you want. Furthermore, it offers an impression on 

yourself and your acumen – so learn how to digitally represent yourself well. 
 

Directions: 

1. Title the subject line: First Name Last Name Email of Introduction. 

2.  The purpose of this assignment is to tell me why you signed up for AP English Lang. Explore and convey the 

following: 1) Why are you enrolling/What you hope to gain from taking the class; 2) What you intend to do to 

better prepare yourself for this class; 3) Any information you think would be useful for me to know so that I 

can help you succeed. 

3. This email should be thoughtful and well-written. Lively, interesting, or humorous writing is always better 

than boring, lackluster writing – so work to express your personality with interesting language and dynamic 

syntax. Email me at Danielle.elms@hies.org 

4. Follow appropriate email format (See below). Notice how there is zero indentation. 

Dear Mrs./Ms./Mr./Dr. Last Name, 

 

This is a line that recognizes our common humanity. It never hurts to say something like “I hope you had a great 

summer” or “I hope you are enjoying the weather this week”. It doesn’t really matter what you say here – it’s 

more the ritual of polite interest that counts. If you can make it come across as genuine, bonus points for you. I’m 

in your Class Name, section that meets on what day on first week of school. This is where you elaborate on why 

you enrolled in AP Lang. This is also where you want to make a great impression. This is where you want to 

incorporate lively language and dynamic syntax. Any questions you want to include? Save it for the end of this 

paragraph. 

 

Signing off with a Thank You is always a good idea, 

 

Your full name 

 

III. Assignment #3: A Heads Up DUE AUGUST 26th 

After reading chapters 1-12 of your summer reading, Thank You For Arguing, you will select a chapter 

from the 13-26 to present to your class. This is my first look at your presentation ability. The slidedeck 

must be within 8 slides and delivered in 6-8 minutes. We will discuss more during first days of school, but 

this is your heads up if you like to work ahead! 

mailto:Danielle.elms@hies.org

