
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 
The mission of the English department is to teach students to 
read, write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. As 
part of this commitment, we require all students to participate in 
our summer reading program. Each year, the department seeks to 
engage and challenge our students by carefully selecting texts 
that align with our mission. In the beginning weeks of the new 
school year, we place significant emphasis on the summer reading 
material, where students engage in discussions, activities, and 
assessments. It is mandatory that all students diligently read and 
annotate the assigned texts to ensure active and successful 
participation in these tasks, further enriching their experience. By 
embracing this initiative, students not only expand their literary 
horizons but also cultivate essential skills and insight that will 
serve them well both inside and outside of the classroom. 
 
Born a Crime by Trevor Noah is a powerful memoir that deeply 
supports both the mission of Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School 
and the English Department’s commitment to helping students 
read, write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. Through Noah’s compelling 
storytelling, students engage with complex issues such as injustice, identity, and the influence of 
language and culture while analyzing the structure and rhetorical power of memoir. His use of 
humor, honesty, and insight allows students to explore and discuss challenging topics in ways that 
are both intellectually rigorous and emotionally resonant, sharpening their communication and 
critical thinking skills. 
 
The memoir also aligns meaningfully with the school’s mission. Noah’s journey fosters empathy and 
understanding across cultural and personal divides, helping students grow in their respect for self 
and others. His story encourages a love of learning, as students are introduced to a different 
cultural and historical context that broadens their global perspective. Born a Crime also speaks to 
the role of personal belief and inner strength in navigating adversity. Ultimately, the memoir 
prompts reflection on identity, resilience, and community, inspiring students to think about how 
they might contribute to the world around them with thoughtfulness and compassion. 
 
While Born a Crime contains mature subject matter, including domestic violence and systemic 
oppression, which may be difficult for some readers, Noah presents these serious topics with a 
blend of humor and honesty, framed within the broader themes of survival, resilience, and hope, 
making them both accessible and engaging for high school readers while still honoring the weight 
of the issues. The memoir serves as a powerful academic tool that encourages students to engage 
with global perspectives, build empathy, and reflect on their own identities and experiences. It 
provides a meaningful and appropriate platform for exploring justice, cultural identity, and 
personal growth, making it a strong addition to a high school curriculum. By reading Born a Crime, 
students are not only building essential academic skills but also engaging in meaningful 
conversations about character, growth, and purpose, making it a vital and mission-aligned 
component of the 10th grade curriculum. 
  



Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom 
The mission of the English department is to teach students to read, 
write, listen, speak, and think with clarity and purpose. As part of 
this commitment, we engage students not only with written texts 
but also with visual and media texts that challenge them to analyze, 
interpret, and respond thoughtfully. Throughout the school year, 
students participate in discussions, activities, and assessments that 
require them to engage critically with these materials. It is 
essential that students approach all assigned texts—print and 
film—with focus and intention, as these experiences deepen their 
understanding and strengthen their ability to communicate 
effectively. By embracing this work, students expand their 
perspectives while developing essential analytical and reflective 
skills. 
 
Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom is a powerful film that strongly supports both the mission 
of Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School and the English Department’s commitment to 
developing thoughtful, articulate learners. Through its portrayal of Nelson Mandela’s life 
and leadership, the film invites students to engage with complex issues such as injustice, 
systemic oppression, identity, and the struggle for human rights. As a visual narrative, it 
challenges students to analyze storytelling techniques, including characterization, 
structure, and the use of imagery and dialogue, while also considering how film as a 
medium shapes meaning. The film encourages students to think critically about the role of 
leadership, sacrifice, and moral courage in the face of adversity, strengthening their ability 
to interpret and discuss complex ideas. 
 
The film also aligns meaningfully with the school’s mission. Mandela’s journey fosters 
empathy, resilience, and a deep respect for the dignity of others, encouraging students to 
reflect on their own values and responsibilities within a global community. His 
commitment to justice, reconciliation, and perseverance inspires students to consider the 
impact of individual action and the importance of standing up for what is right. The film 
broadens students’ global awareness and invites them to engage thoughtfully with 
historical and cultural contexts beyond their own experiences, reinforcing the values of 
compassion, integrity, and purposeful living. 
 
While Mandela: Long Walk to Freedom includes mature subject matter, including depictions 
of violence, imprisonment, and the realities of apartheid, these elements are presented 
with care and historical purpose. They provide necessary context for understanding the 
significance of Mandela’s life and the broader struggle for justice in South Africa. The film 
serves as a meaningful academic tool that encourages critical thinking, discussion, and 
reflection, offering students an opportunity to engage with themes of leadership, identity, 
and social responsibility. By studying Mandela, students not only strengthen their 
analytical and communication skills but also participate in important conversations about 
justice, humanity, and the power of change, making it a valuable and mission-aligned 
component of the curriculum. 



10th English Summer Assignments 2026 
Film: Nelson Mandela: A Long Walk to Freedom 

 and  

Book: Born a Crime by Trevor Noah  
 

1. First, watch the film Mandela: A Long Walk to Freedom (2013) and record at least 
20 significant notes. These may be handwritten or typed. Your notes should reflect a full 
viewing of the film; in other words, the 20 notes you take should range from the beginning of the 
film to the end.  

 
Based on South African President Nelson Mandela's autobiography of the same name, 
Mandela: A Long Walk to Freedom chronicles his early life, coming of age, education, and 27 
years in prison before becoming President of South Africa and working to improve the 
country once ravaged by Apartheid. It is essential that you watch this film before you 
read Born a Crime because it will provide context for the novel which is partially set during 
the Apartheid-era in South Africa.                 
 **The film is rated PG-13 for language, adult themes, and some scenes of violence. 

 
2a. Next, read and annotate the memoir Born a Crime by Trevor Noah. Annotations MUST 
be done in the book, not on a separate piece of paper. You may use tabs and Post-its, as well. 
Below are some effective annotation practices: 

 
• Highlight or underline key 
words/phrases/sentences  
• Bracket important passages  
• Connect related ideas  
• Outline main ideas in the margins  
• Write brief comments and questions in the 
margins  
• Place an asterisk or exclamation point beside 
something unusual, special, important, or 
poignant  
• Write “yes” or “no” near statements with 
which you either agree or disagree  
• Paraphrase important ideas  

• Note relationships between concepts (cause & 
effect, comparison, contrast)  
• Add your own examples  
• Circle unknown words and define them  
• Note passages that you don’t understand with 
a “?”  
• Write questions you have for your instructor 
or to investigate later  
• Note passages that seem inconsistent  
• Note passages that generate a strong positive 
or negative response  
• Identify cultural, social, historical, or literary 
allusions  

 
**YOU MAY NOT USE AN ALREADY-ANNOTATED COPY OF THE TEXT.  

 
2b.  Choose a Most Valuable Passage for each chapter. Somehow indicate it as separate from 
your other annotations (highlight in a different color, bracket it, etc. – this differentiation 
should be obvious to your teacher when he/she collects your annotated text) – and write a 
brief note at the end of the chapter explaining your choice. You will be expected to defend these 
choices at the start of the semester.  
 
What makes a passage valuable? That’s really up to you. You’re looking for the passage that you 
feel captures the chapter’s purpose in the overall narrative. Your choice might indicate 
something about theme, character, mood, symbolism, or some other literary element that 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nelson_Mandela
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functions prominently within the chapter.  You do not need to email us asking if your MVP 
choice is okay. There is no one right answer. We expect that your choices are thoughtful and 
reflect understanding of the chapter’s content and purpose.  
 
Frequently Asked Questions  
 
Q: My older sibling (or any other human) already has an annotated copy of Born a Crime. Can I 
just add to theirs? 
A: While it is understanding that you may want to utilize a book that you may already have at 
home, your annotations will be collected as a grade; therefore, you, and you alone, are 
responsible for completing this assignment. You must start with a clean copy of the book.  
 
Q: Do I have to read the note on the “Immorality Act, 1927” before the first chapter of Born a 
Crime begins? 
A: Yes. There is a reason why it is included in the text – it establishes necessary context. When 
in doubt, read the extra material. 
 
Q: Can I do my annotations on another sheet of paper instead of in the book? 
A: No. The point of annotating is that you’re interacting directly with the text itself by 
responding to it in the margins. If you don’t have your own copy of the text, make your 
annotations on sticky notes and place them on the corresponding pages. 
 
Q: How long should my “Most Valuable Passages” be?  
A: There is no rule about this because a passage can be a few lines, a paragraph, a page, or a 
couple pages. That said, it’s best to avoid selecting very large sections (like entire chapters), 
since covering too much at once can dilute the depth and quality of your analysis. 
. 
Q: Will we have an assessment over the book when we return from summer break? 
A: Yes. Please make sure to read the book in its entirety so that you are well prepared for the 
assessments and can start the year on a strong note. 
 
Q: Can you tell me what the assessments we’re going to have upon our return are? 
A: There will be a variety of assessments, written and oral, as we will engage with the text the 
first few weeks of school.  
 
Q: Do I need to type anything to turn in on the first day of school? 
A: Not unless you’ve typed and printed your notes on the film. Just show up on day one with 
your annotated copy of Born a Crime and your film notes. 
 

Have a great summer! 
The 10th Grade Team 

Tisha Avouris: Tish.Avouris@hies.org  
Meg Batchelor:  Meg.Batchelor@hies.org   
Danielle Elms: Danielle.Elms@hies.org 
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