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GREAT FALLS HIGH SCHOOL
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU
WANT TO BE TREATED

OFFICE INFORMATION

* Important phone humbers:
Attendance: 406-268-6251
Counseling: 406-268-6330
Finance: 406-268-6317
Main Office: 406-268-6250
Records: 406-268-6315
Nurse: 406-268-6332

* Important To-Do’s:

¢ Update PowerSchool Information:

o Please remember to update phone
numbers and addresses that may have
changed over the summer.

o Call or email Debbie at:

= 406-268-6337 or
= Debbie_Munson@gfps.k12.mt.us

¢ Activity Participation Forms:
o If you do not want your student to participate in
certain GFHS clubs and/or organizations, you
need to complete the ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION
form.

% GFHS Events and Sports Travel forms
Click Here
GFHS TRANSPORTATION FORM

* MT Law 20-5-201

Montana Code Annotated 20-5-201(4)
authorizes school districts to withhold
grades, diplomas, or transcripts if a
student owes money for school
materials, lost, or damaged property.

* Attendance Notifications:
GFHS Parents/Guardians
In order to receive attendance notifications
regarding your student, you must be signed
up with PowerSchool!
Call attendance for support!
i FALLg 7
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DO WHAT'S RIGHT @ DO THE BEST YOU CAN
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Principal’s Message:

Dear Bison Family, b
We have another fast paced week! As you know, we have less than two
weeks with our senior students! Outside of the regular academics this
week, we start off with a Monday evening Band Concert at 7om. Tuesday
starts early with the second of our two school wide student recognition
breakfasts. The breakfast is in the Fieldhouse at 7am Tuesday morning.
We have an Orchestra Concert Tuesday night at 7pm in the auditorium.
On Friday we'll see an influx of schools from around the state as we host
the Eastern Divisional track meet. Busy, busy! * B0

Go Bison!
Geoffry Habel

T

* Seniors:

Sign up for Grad Walks - below in the newsletter

Monday 5/18: All school materials must be turned in

Purchase Yearbooks by Tuesday - Info below

Senior Chromebook turn in - Friday 5/22

Fines are assessed for failure to return school materials and/or damaged
materials:

o All fines must be paid by 3:30 Wed. 5/27

o MT Law allows holding diploma, grades and transcripts due to unpaid fines

* STUDENT RE
e Tuesday Morning: Fieldhouse: 7:00am

* Ssummer Virtual Academy Payments

e Virtual Academy cash & check payments can be made in the
GFHS Main office
e Credit card payments must be paid at the DOB



https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1755815713/gfpsk12mtus/eo9d3c0duysaxcjoxslc/08-21-2025_GFPS_25-26StudentHandbook-FinalCopyWebpage.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1713952158/gfpsk12mtus/cahewtcmh4wegqhem0nk/DW-110_Transportation_Request_and_Release_Form.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1713952158/gfpsk12mtus/cahewtcmh4wegqhem0nk/DW-110_Transportation_Request_and_Release_Form.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1713952158/gfpsk12mtus/cahewtcmh4wegqhem0nk/DW-110_Transportation_Request_and_Release_Form.pdf
https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0010/0200-0050-0020-0010.html
https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0010/0200-0050-0020-0010.html
https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0010/0200-0050-0020-0010.html
https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0010/0200-0050-0020-0010.html
https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0010/0200-0050-0020-0010.html
https://mca.legmt.gov/bills/mca/title_0200/chapter_0050/part_0020/section_0010/0200-0050-0020-0010.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bsfv_0ZjO8QTNvEq90eSC9wSFPt2cE2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bsfv_0ZjO8QTNvEq90eSC9wSFPt2cE2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bsfv_0ZjO8QTNvEq90eSC9wSFPt2cE2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bsfv_0ZjO8QTNvEq90eSC9wSFPt2cE2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bsfv_0ZjO8QTNvEq90eSC9wSFPt2cE2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bsfv_0ZjO8QTNvEq90eSC9wSFPt2cE2M/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Bsfv_0ZjO8QTNvEq90eSC9wSFPt2cE2M/view?usp=sharing
mailto:Debbie_Munson@gfps.k12.mt.us
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OreatFalls High School Counselor Corher

USE THE QR CODE OR CLICK HERE FOR COUNSELOR NEWS

TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU

WANTTO BE TREATED @ DO WHAT'S RIGHT @ DO THE BEST YOU CAN



https://gfhcounseling.weebly.com/senior-year.html
https://www.canva.com/design/DAG0kWiPcK4/nQWyfXY7wOTalbaDjtDJyw/view?utm_content=DAG0kWiPcK4&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h14c0dada08
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GFHSEine/Arts At A Glcmce
—_ - T E‘ 1! ” N
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5/7-5/9 Drama Spring Production - "Loving Lives"

5/18 Band Awards Concert 6@

5/19 Orchestra Awards Concert - "90's"
5/26 Choir Pop Concert - The Beatles "Blue & White Album™

Graat Falis High

AP Studio
Art & Design Exhibit

20242021

Ii:vlfhsi; giwya;:i)ng AR Artang
Design
show is May 20th. 2 Art Club
sguh;m meets in
Great Falls Public Schools " Student ¢ room 113
. ; every Wednesday at Iu nch.
Annual Student Pavent/Guardian
. e After school Tuesday, May
Al‘“" EXhi bﬁ’iﬂﬁ Meetin 19th, we are heading down to
Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art Thul”sdﬂvi. Mﬂ\| 2lst look at_the dinosaur project at
ONGOING Student Exhibits: ) M the Children’s Museum.

2nd floor display cases, more work added in March ) ) .
Art @ Buffalo Blanc E-oom I3 This Wednesday bring a piece
04/17-05/20/2026 - GFPS K12 Student Exhibit, PGSMOA of art to share!

05/14-08/M14/2026 - 2025.2026 AP Studio Art Exhibit

I -
DO THE BEST YOU CAN

, TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU :D 5
WANT TO BE TREATE Q)
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SPORT DAY DATE OPPONENT LOCATION LEVEL | VARSITY

TE MON 5/18/2026 GFH CMR CMR COURTS v 12:00 PM

TE THURS 5/21/2026 GFH NORTHERN DIVISIONAL KALISPELL W 11:00 AM

5B THURS 5/21/2026 GFH PLAY OFF-SENIOR BILLINGS W 2 PM/ 4PM (if necessary)
BASE THURS 5/21/2026 GFH PLAY-INS BILLINGS W TED

TE FRI 5/22/2026 GFH NORTHERN DIVISIONAL KALISPELL W 9:00 AM

TF FRI 5/22/2026 GFH EASTERN AA DIVISIONAL | GF MEMORIAL STADIUM W 12:00 PM

TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU
WANT TO BE TREATED

®

Three Foundational Beliefs of GFPS Athletics

Positive
Experience |

Athletes
committed
to our
programs
have a
worthwhile
axperience.

Develop
programs

at the state
level.

Competitive

compaetitive

DO WHAT'S RIGHT

Lifelong

Build
inherant life
skills that
carry with
them.

®

DO THE BEST YOU CAN




SENIOR STUDENTS

Great Falls H ig h Tickets will be available to
purchase during lunch April

. Class of 28th, 30th, May 5th, Tth, and
. 2th As well as hefore school

starting at 7:30 May 5th and
Tth.

Tickets are $25 (scholorships
available, call Sarah at
(406)899-5952)
Mawa *you will get the cost of your
ticket back at the party in the
Spmpla form of a gift card*

@ the Monkana Expo
Park (rightinext door

to the gr ation , Join us for food, games, music,

ceremony) o  brizes (including cash!!), photo
A& booth, and so much fun!

* Cash, check or Venmo available

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
GRADUATION WALKS 5/26

"\'

CLICKHERE TO SIGN UP!



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFQlzoW6gKwy7nL5y9E9Fxx55-Y7Fa1ryHQOU2ac01ST-Qxg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFQlzoW6gKwy7nL5y9E9Fxx55-Y7Fa1ryHQOU2ac01ST-Qxg/viewform?usp=header

gy y
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Illstrmutmn
Day May 20 a),ée,ws

Books are $68...and you can be
purchase them at jostens.com or We WI" presale
in the Finance Office at GFH ntil Mav19.

No Yearbooks will be purchased on Distribution
day. We will resume yearbook sales on May 21.
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GFHS TITLE | STATUS

Great Falls High is a Title | high school, which means we receive federal

support to help ensure every student has access to a high-quality education.

e Qur goalis to improve academic outcomes for all students by providing the

resources and support they need to succeed.
e |f you ever have questions or concerns about your student’s progress,
please don’t hesitate to reach out to their counselor or associate principal.

e We are here to partner with you and problem-solve together.

w5V ‘

Paul Culbertson, Associate Principal

406-268-6322

Students A-G

Tami Faulkner, Associate Principal

406-268-6313

Students H-N

Shianne Currey, Associate Principal

406-268-6314

Students O-Z

Chad Getten, Guidance Counselor

406-268-6334

Students A-C

Amy Schoenen, Guidance Counselor

406-268-6338

Students D-G

Clint Houston, Guidance Counselor

406-268-6336

Students H-L

Rosie Rossberg, Guidance Counselor

406-268-6333

Students M-R

Dana Freshly, Guidance Counselor

406-268-6335

Students S-Z

MORE STUDENT § UPPORTS

e Saturday School:

o No Saturday School: Memorial Weekend
o After School Support -5/18/26
o Math 3:20-5:10pm in South Campus 108

o Mon. & Thurs. English 3:45-5:10 in Main Campus 211

*Watch here for weekly updated information

TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU

WANT TO BE TREATED

DO WHAT'S RIGHT

I‘Iﬂl_l

DO THE BEST YOU CAN
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GFHS TITLE | STATUS

WE WANT ALL FAMILIES TO KNOW

* We Care Deeply About Your Child’s Success:

o Our teachers and staff are committed to your child’s academic achievement,
personal growth, and well-being, striving to help them become confident,
capable, and responsible individuals.

 We Foster Growth Beyond Grades:

o We focus on developing lifelong skills like problem-solving, self-advocacy,
responsibility, and work ethic, preparing students for future success in and out
of the classroom.

 We Challenge and Support:

o We hold high expectations, pushing students to grow while providing
compassion, encouragement, and individualized support to meet their unique
needs.

e We Build Relationships:

o Our staff strives to be trusted mentors, creating a safe and welcoming space

where students feel valued, heard, and motivated to succeed.
e We Invest Time and Heart:

o We work with many students daily and pour our energy, compassion, and

resources into helping each child progress, even when faced with challenges.
» We Work as a Team:

o Your child’s success is a collaborative effort. We need your support to reinforce
expectations for your child to be in class every day so we create an environment
where learning thrives.

We are a Second Home: Our school is more than a place for learning—it’s a community.
We are here for our students and families from 7:00 a.m. until late in the evening,
offering support, connection, and care.

TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU @

WANTTO BE TREATED DO WHAT'S RIGHT @ DO THE BEST YOU CAN
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HAPPENING THIS WEEK:

Week of 05/17-05/23/26

Occupafional/Physical/'Speech Therapist Day 05/18/26
Might School/Academic Assistance 051826
Band Concert 0518726
Student Recognifion Breakfast 05/19/26
Orchestra Concert 051926
KMath Day Event 0520026
Pre College Advisaory 0520026
ear Book Distribufion 05/20/26
MTARMNG Recruifing Table 05/21/26
Might School/Academic Assistance 05/21/26

L ]

Monday
Monday
Monday
Tuesday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday

9 |
_,.-w}]‘ By e N

R o

All Day
SC108, 211, & 304 F315-515
AUD 7:00-9:00pm
FH 7:00-8:00am
AUD 7:00-9:00pm
QG 8:00-12:19pm
HUB 10:30-12-00pm
HUEB 1:15-3:30pm
Learning Stairs 11:45-12:30pm
SC108, 211, & 304 3:30-4:30pm

g ™

ParentSquare is the new district communication tool.
Click on the links below for more information:

GFPS District Letter

Getting Started Guide

Free and Reduced paperwork makes

a HUGE difference FOR EVERYONE
Tra connected with GFH.
Il Please CLICK HERE to apply!

CONNECT WITH US!

Social Media
o GFH Website: https://gfhs.gfps.k12.mt.us/

e Instagram: @greatfallshighbison
e Facebook: @ GFHBISON

TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU
WANT TO BE TREATED @

DO WHAT'S RIGHT

@ DO THE BEST YOU CAN



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vJ6rJDn6ZIfe2u2KveZZPFbtwlE-7V0d/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xwMyISybs32zT4RT-GBhKkYhiU0j6jn2/view?usp=sharing
https://www.parentsquare.com/signin
https://www.parentsquare.com/signin
https://lunch.gfps.k12.mt.us/
https://gfhs.gfps.k12.mt.us/
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LIBRARY

r FTRITE " N BNNK TONAA T [
NAVE YOU FINISRED A BOOK FROM THE GREAT FALLS HIGH
LIBRARY THIS MONTH THAT YOU WANT TO SHARE WITH THE
SCHOOLT

Complete a "Student Recommendation”
card to be placed by the book you read.

Include:
IS0 . ) o Author
Lt et " o Title
' | }. I e A brief description of the book (we have examples)

¢ Why you recommend this book
- On the Back:
\ ¢ Your Name
¢ D Number
When you complete the card, your
name is put in a drawing to win a $10 gift
card from Big Dipper Ice Cream, a 510 gift

card to MacKenzie River Pizza, and a $20

gift card from Cassiopea Books. The

drawing will be at the end of each month.
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GFHS PROFILE OF A LEARNER

LEARNER TRAITS, SKILLS AND CHARACTERISTICS (9TH - 12TH GRADE) THAT WE BELIEVE WILL MAKE EVERY STUDENT BETTER:

GREAT FALLS HIGH SCHOOL IS COMMITTED TO TAKING STEPS EVERY DAY TO INSTILL THESE QUALITIES INTO OUR STUDENTS:

CRITICAL THINKER

Investigate a question with an open mind
Evaluate sources of information for reliability
Integrate different viewpoints

Synthesize information to take action

STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Articulate ideas to a targeted audience effectively
Use conflict resolution strategies effectively
Actively listen for understanding

Collaborate with others

Reflect on their communication with others

WORK ETHIC

Persevere to complete difficult tasks

Understand how to balance time and priorities

Use intrepersonal skills and seek resources to help complete tasks
Complete activities to the set standard and show pride in work
Integrate academic skills with workplace skills to demonstrate
readiness for life beyond high school

PROBLEM SOLVER

- Integrate other points of view into the problem-solving
process to generate an optimal solution

- Evaluate information and compromise to reach a solution

- Identify healthy risks and take them when needed

INTEGRITY

. Behave empathetically to others

. Self-regulate

« Follow through

. Consider the good of the whole and act accordingly

- Do the right thing while demonstrating grace, pride, and kindness, even when it is difficult
« Apply talents to better their community
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Great Falls High School Historical Article Of The Week

99

Tribune article from Sept. 13", 1

Joseph
Kinsey
Howard

‘The con

‘High, Wide and
Handsome’ author
left indelible mark

By JO-ANN SWANSON
For the Tribune

is opinionated anecdotal history,

“Montana: High, Wide and Hand-

some,” has siood the test of time
and still sells well, 56 years after its pub-
lication, but author Joseph Kinsey
Howard is virtually unknown, except for
Montana history students and journal-
ists,

On Thursday, Friday and Saturday, a
statewide conference in Great Falls will
try to learn more about the man whose
book was tapped by a 1981 survey as the
best of 100 books about Montana.

At first glance, Howard was a dashing
man about town. Stories of wit and
debonair airs circled him. In photos he
sports a pencil mustache, two-tone
shoes, smart pinstriped suit, fedora, He
liked bourbon ditches and drove a smart
car (“You drove us/fin your fabled car —
a bachelor's haven/for handsome
women,” says a memorial poem by Rip-
ley Schemm, daughter of Howard's
good friend, writer Mildred Walker). He
was somewhat tall, very dark and good-
looking. The voice was resonant, vow-
els, clipped. He looked like sophisticated
Nick Charles, played by William Powell
in the 19405 “Thin Man” film series.

|- o

3
5

The late Great Falls writer Joseph Kinsey Howard at his Choteau area cabin in 1948 (left), and at his

Woodworth Apartments office the same year. Photos courtesy of the Montana Historical Society,

Helena.

3k

Howard was a news editor at the Great Falls Leader, where he is shown

here working in 1944,

In later photos, he has tired. He is
stooped over a Royal typewriter at a
capy desk strewn with paper, squinting
at a six-point annotation over cigarette
smoke. He doffs a black Stetson at his
Circle 8 Ranch cabin up the Teton River
near Choteau. At a Fortnightly dance at
the Rainbow Hotel, he wears a Metis
sash. The smiling face is heavier, lined

il i

—

The Protestant work ethic has taken its
toll.

Former Great Falls Tribune copy-boy
and cub reporter Chris Stevens, a uni-
versity professor and writer now in lIre-
land, worked with Howard the last six
vears of Howard's life. “He was the kind
of writer who wouldn't let go of details

who compiled copious and triple-

science of Montana’

Conference salutes 1
a ‘writer of place’

0O

author

urday a conference to com-
memorate the late Great Falls
Joseph Kinsey Howard,

Place and Trans-Border Crusader,”
will draw two dozen presenters from
the United States and Canada to ex-
amine Howard's impact. Sponsored
by the Montana Committee for the
Humanities, the Center for the Rocky
Mountain West, the University of
Great Falls and the Great Falls Tri-
bune at UGF.

checked notes — who followed that dic-
tum of the age of hot metal and the mul-
ticylindrical press: be accurate.”

“Howard was a powerful force in both
Great Falls and Montana newspapering,
not io mention a thorough and painstak-
ing editor on the Great Falls Leader
newspaper. And in those days the
Trib/Leader was a major daily in the
Northwest, no doubt about that,” notes
Stevens.

“From the burgeoning dailies of the
"00s that produced Crane and Dreiser to
those of the "20s and '30s that resulted in
Lardner and Hemingway, the newspa-
per was the haven for struggling writers,
and that was Joe's haven, too — his real
university,” according to Stevens,

See HOWARD, 4P

n Thursday, Friday and Sat- |

“Joseph Kinsey Howard: Writer of |

sanan

T LT T T T T T,

D T T
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Joseph
Kinsey
Howard's
Life

= Feb. 28,
1906

Bom in Os-
kaloosa,
lowa

= 1911
Family
moves to
Taber, Alta.
Fathar John
R. Howard
manages
Canadian
West Coal
Co.

u1918
Parents di-
vorce.

m 1819
Age 13,
Howard
moves with
mother to
Great Falls,
third floor
corner,
Woodworth
Apartments,
Third Street
and Second
Avenue
North, a
block from
Tribune.

m 1923
AL17,
Howard
graduates
from Great
Falls High
School and
begins work
as a reporter
for the Great
Falls Leader.
1926

At 20,
Howard be-
comes
Leader news
copy editor.
Stays 21
years

One year
broadcasting
news,
KMON, then
owned by
the Tribune.
W 18308
Buys a cabin
at the Circle
8 Ranch,
owned by
Ralph and
Alice Glea-
son. Neigh-
bors include
A.B. Guthrie,
Jr.

With Fred J.
Martin forms
the Great
Falls News-
paper Guild
and per-
suades the
Leader and
Tribune to
switch from
six- 1o five-
day work
weeks.
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W 1937-42: Howard devotes
late nights and mornings to
writing his first book.
W 1942: Yale University
Press publishes “Montana:
High, Wide and Hand-
some," dedicated to “a
valiant western woman,” his
mother. National acclaim.
First printing 1,500 copies
sells overnight. By July
1944, fifth printing.
W 1944: Howard resigns
Leader to be research asso-
ciate for Montana Study,
project of Rockefeller Foun-
dation and Montana State,
Missoula.
W 1945: Howard completes
comprehensive series on In-
dian education in Montana.
Writes for Collier's, Saturday
Evening Post, Yale Review,
Esquire, Harper's and the
Nation. Reviews books for
the New York Times, corre-
spondent for St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, Time, Life and
Fortune.
Second book Montana Mar-
gins: A State Anthology, Yale
University Press.

W 1946: Second book
“Montana Margins: A State
Ant -
Leaves Montana Study to
engage in free-lance writing.
W 1947: Lecturer, Bread
Loaf Writers Conference led
by poet Robert Frost, Mid-
diebury, VT.

® Guggenheim fellowship
for book on Half-breed Na-
tion of U.S. and Canada

W Montana Study ends af-
ter three years. Funding cut
by state Legislature.
Criticism and suspicion.
Highlights: historical
pageants, land utilization
course, Indian study group,
a new Conrad high school
and “Montana Margins,”
which encourages new writ-
ers like Grace Stone
Coates.

® 1949: Directs Writers’
Conference: Guthrie, Walk-
er, Norman Fox.

= 1950: Montana Institute of
the Arts incorporated in
Great Falls. H.G. Merriam,
Missoula, and Howard are
among six directors,
® Aug. 27, 1951: Howard
dies suddenly at age 45 at
Teton County Hospital.
Returning from a writing

~ Great Falls

s TIEN

Hig

hSeh001H1st(;rlcal Article Of The
-~ Tribune article from Sept. 13", 1998

FROM 1P

Howard never attended a univer-
sity, but read voraciously all his life.

“For the first time, the real story
of Montana,” said a Tribune review
of Howard's first book in 1943. To
some, he was a hell-raising muck-
raking journalist who took on Mon-
tana Power and “the Company,”
who vilified railroad baron James
Hill, yet ironically, scorned home-
steaders who came to a threadbare
West and ordered “satin pajamas.”
Howard's history came with uncom-
promising views.

To others, notably late historian
Richard Roeder and Montana State
University president and historian
Michael Malone, Howard used
methods that were more romantic
and dramatic than scientific and
documented. In a 1980 article,
Roeder called Howard “a good story
teller who understood the use of
anecdote. But above all, he pos-
sessed truly uncommon powers of
description.”

Malone still agrees with that as-
sessment today. “He was part of a
class of historians called the ‘Plun-
dered Province’ school of historiog-
raphy. They thought of the West as
a colony to the East. Montana was
seen as a victim of the corporations.
To a conservative, his first book is a
atribe. He glamorizes sheep-
ders and deprecates homestead-
ers.” Howard ignored parts of Mon-
tana history and the state, itself, he
explains. “People came out looking
for the bad guys, the corporate lob-
byists and came upon guys in Stet-
sons, instead.” Malone fondly re-
calls a typical picture of Howard in
the 1940s, “with his delicate fea-
tures and dapper dress,” notepad in
hand, earnestly talking with work-
ing men at the Farmer's Union. His
hooks were “beautifully written,” he
adds.

Did Howard carry a volume of
“Das Kapital® or the “Communist
Manifesto” by Karl Marx in his
pocket? That's what Malone recalls
being told by former
Tribune/Leader publisher Bob War-
den. Or would that detail make con-
venient rumor of a man suspected
of being a socialist during his two
years with the Montana Study? The
study, which aimed to improve so-
cial, cultural and economic life in
eight Montana communities, was
controversial and resulted in
Howard's second book, the second
anthology of Montana writing, ever,
“Montana Margins,” during the
“Red Scare” of the 1940s. The study
lost legislative funding after three
years.

Pat Brennan Taylor, who edited
the Tribune Parade section and dat-
ed Howard in the late 1940s, says
Study director Baker Brownell's
“sociological approach was an eye-
opener for Joe, broadened his mind
and jelled his thinking about impor-

a writers' conference,
Joseph Howard, second from
left, rubbed elbows with the fa-
mous, including poet Robert
Frost, to Howard's left.

At

writer began to sense that the
demise of small towns would dimin-
ish true democracy.

“A crusader? He was a liberal in
the true sense of the word,” recalls
Great Falls writer Dan Cushman,
89, a friend of Howard's. Schemm
also recalls Howard's attack on the
prejudice-driven hotel arrange-
ments for African-American singer
Marian Anderson when she played
Great Falls.

Howard's passion for justice may
have begun after his parents di-
vorced in conservative Lethbridge.
A man who led an active social life,
he lived with his mother, a Christian
Science reader, until his death.
“They clung to each other because
they needed to. They had been
stuck in Canada and had a hard
time. She fostered his literary ef-
forts very closely,” says Taylor, re-
ferring to the divorce that caused
trauma in his childhood. Taylor was
the last of three women whom
Howard dated seriously, and they
parted, in part, because of her
Catholic faith.

His causes also extended to Na-
tive Americans. Howard, who had
wondered if he was related to Jesse
James, later speculated about Metis
bloodlines. As a boy in Lethbridge,
he had learned about the “Half-
Breed Nation” while playing “Cops
and Robbers” and later encountered
the Metis in the Choteau area. An
intensive series on Indian reserva-
tion schools in 1945 was one of his
many causes, which extended to
outrage at the survival-level exis-
tence of Native Americans at Hill 57
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a good story teller with a gift for description

in Great Falls.

“(Strange Empire) meant more to
him than anything,” said folklorist
Nicholas Vrooman who wrote the
introduction to the new edition of
Howard's posthumous book. “He
worked himself to death is what he
did.”

Noted western authority Bernard
DeVoto, a great friend and influ-
ence on Howard, in 1952, said “His
friends were aware of a deep melan-

Howard Dies at Summer Home."” He
had died, not at the summer home,
but at Teton County Hospital, com-
muting to Choteau. He was 45, dead
of a heart attack.

This champion of the underdog,
dubbed “the conscience of Mon-
tana” by close friend A.B. Guthrie at
Howard’s  memorial  service,
brought Montana into the 20th Cen-
tury. Montana was reeling from an
impact of two world wars, two
decad d . “Time will

choly in him, a deep lonel and
he died a very tired man.” The last
time Taylor saw Howard, she says,
“I was concerned about his health
the last summer of the writers' con-
ference. He was commuting every
weekend to Choteau. But by then, |
was out of the picture.”

Aug. 26, 1951, the front-page Tri-
bune headline was: “Joseph Kinsey

prove, and is proving, Joe Howard
to be Montana's greatest son,” he
said.

In 1953, the book lost a Pulitzer
Prize by one vote.

Roeder has noted how Howard
would approve changes in modern
Montana: a strong sense of identity,
ion growth, ic diver-

sity and new provision for fuller cit-
izen participation in public affairs.
The anthology “Last Best Place,”
which fueled a renewed interest in
Montana literature, continues the
efforts of “Montana Margins.”

“Today's readers would be as re-
ceptive to his exposes of “the inter-
ests” as were readers a half century
ago, and his work inspired and
joined with the works of later histo-
rians to alert Montanans to the dan-
gers of corporate domination and
careless disregard of the future”
notes historian William Furdell of
the University of Great Falls.

“In a sense, the Coal Trust Fund
and environmentgl legislation in
Montana are among his legacies;
certainly many reformers were in-
spired by his writings,” Furdell said.

Josprerr T. K. HowArDp

To ‘glance at that high forehead and those
penetrating eyes, one would never suspect
that he has spent many a weary week in
searching for an answer to the question:
“How long is a short story?” He is as ada-
mant in his convictions, possesses a scintillat-
ing intellect, and is sturdy in his dependa-
bility. His favorite book is “The Life of
Harl Marx.” He'll come to his own some day,
and it will be an “own’ that most of us shall
F Oteral o Boys' ©l

ener, urse; Boys' Club (2, 3); Party
Committees (1, 2, 3) ; Assistant General Chair
man Junior Prom Committees; “Prince Chap”

tance of community.” This city

conference, Howard stops
at the Circle 8 Ranch.
“Forty minutes before he
died,” Bud Guthrie said,
“Joe stopped by my place
... and wanted to know if
there was anything he could
get me.”

Howard Ileaves for Great
Falls and suffers heart at-
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	GFhS Profile of a Learner
	Learner Traits, Skills and Characteristics (9th - 12th Grade) that we believe will make every student better:
	Investigate a question with an open mind
	Evaluate sources of information for reliability
	Integrate different viewpoints
	Synthesize information to take action
	Critical Thinker
	Articulate ideas to a targeted audience effectively
	Use conflict resolution strategies effectively
	Actively listen for understanding
	Collaborate with others
	Reflect on their communication with others
	Strong communication skills

	Persevere to complete difficult tasks
	Understand how to balance time and priorities
	Use intrepersonal skills and seek resources to help complete tasks
	Complete activities to the set standard and show pride in work
	Integrate academic skills with workplace skills to demonstrate readiness for life beyond high school

	Work Ethic
	Integrate other points of view into the problem-solving process to generate an optimal solution
	Evaluate information and compromise to reach a solution
	Identify healthy risks and take them when needed

	Problem solver
	Behave empathetically to others
	Self-regulate
	Follow through
	Consider the good of the whole and act accordingly
	Do the right thing while demonstrating grace, pride, and kindness, even when it is difficult
	Apply talents to better their community

	Integrity


