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John Wood Elementary Newsletter 
May 2026 

Mission Statement: John Wood School 

Together with parents and community, the John Wood team shall provide a safe learning 
environment and prepare students to be productive, tolerant, and respectful citizens by fostering 

individual development and striving for highest academic achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Message from the Captain’s Quarters 
 
 

Dear John Wood Families, 
 

It is hard to believe how quickly this school year has flown by! We are so grateful for the opportunity to 
have partnered with you in your child’s education. This year was filled with so many wonderful 
memories, including a variety of great after-school events that brought our community together, and we 
look forward to offering even more of these opportunities next year.  
 

As the year winds down, we want to wish our 4th graders the very best as they move on to MIS, and to 
the families moving out of the district, we will miss you all dearly. 
 

Looking ahead, please mark your calendars: Planet Kindergarten will be held on Wednesday, 
August 5th, and Back to School Night will take place on Thursday, August 6th. We will be sending 
out more detailed information as we get closer to the start of the new school year, so keep an eye on 
your inbox.  
 

Have a wonderful summer!  
 

Principal Igras 
 

John Wood Elementary School  6100 E. 73rd Ave.  Merrillville, Indiana  46410 
(219) 650-5305  https://wood.mvsc.k12.in.us/  

 

NO SCHOOL – MONDAY, MAY 25TH 

MEMORIAL dAY 

https://wood.mvsc.k12.in.us/
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Dean V 
Miss Vlassopoulos, Dean of Students 

 
   Each month, our school celebrates students who go 
above and beyond – whether it’s through hard work, 
kindness, or setting a positive example for others.  Our 
One in a Melon winners and Good Citizens of the Month 
are invited, along with their parents, to a special morning 
recognition with the principal, dean, and teachers before 
the beginning of the school day.  Congratulations to our 
April honorees for showing that greatness truly grows 
here! 
 

April One in a Melon 
Londyn Berry Head, Ian Castillo, Serai Clark,  
Bri’Yella Dent, Caylah Gross, Silvio Hatfield,  
Dymoni Hawkins, Cori Isbell, Prince Jenkins,  
Van Malocha, Jackson Poss, Emma Serna,  

Julian Smith, Legend Soliman 

 
April Good Citizens of the Month 

Xavier Boone, Tamara Buckley, Everrett Cabrera,  
Dean Fiste, Bryson Horne, Dani Humphries, Ryan Lard, 

Andrew Martinez, Hannah Mican, Juan Shaw,  
Rondo Steward, Roan Thompson, Jenni Wilderness 

 
“Beary” Good Attendance 

April Winner 
Miss Robles (3rd grade) 99.26% 

 

 

 
 
 
Every Friday 
Pirate Pride Day 
Show your Pirate Pride!  Wear purple! 
 

May 21 
All Pro Dads 
6:00-7:00 p.m. 
More information is on page 7. 
 

May 25 
Memorial Day 
No School 
 

May 27 
John Wood Field Day 
Students will participate in a day of fun activities. 
 

May 29 
End of 6th grading period, 3rd trimester 
This is also the last day of school for all students. 
 

August 1 
Back to School Carnival 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m., MHS (Door P) 
Come celebrate the beginning of a new school year!  
See the flyer at the end of this newsletter for more 
information. 
 

August 5 
Planet Kindergarten 
4:30-6:00 p.m. 
Give your child a head start on kindergarten by helping 
them feel familiar and comfortable before the first day of 
school.  A flyer is attached to the end of this newsletter. 
 

August 6 
Back to School Night 
4:30-6:00 p.m. 
All parent/guardians and students are invited to visit the 
school and find their classrooms.  You are welcome to 
drop off supplies in the classroom during the visit. 
 

August 12 
First Day of School 

 
 

 
   Do you feel like there are items that belong to your child that have sprouted legs and walked away?  Are you 
missing a scarf, mitten, or maybe a favorite sweatshirt?   
   Remind your child to check the lost found table in the cafeteria for anything that looks familiar.  More valuable 
items are kept in the office. 
   Remember that labeling items that might be taken off during the day is the best way to ensure they make it 
back home.  All unclaimed clothing will be donated to charity at the end of the school year. 
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An important message 
from the Nurse 

 
If your child currently has medication in the 
school nurse’s office, arrangements need to be 
made by the parent/guardian to pick up 
medication from the nurse’s office by May 29, 
2026, the last day of school.  
 
MCSC policy states medications can NOT be sent 
home with your child. Medication cannot be kept at 
school during Summer Break and any medication that 
is not picked up by the last day of school will be 
discarded. If you have any questions, please let me 
know! 
 
Yours in Health, 
 
Jennifer Bartos 
John Wood School Nurse 
219-650-5305 
jennifer.bartos@mvsc.k12.in.us 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Dress Code Reminder 
 

   As the weather outside gets warmer, we are all 
excited to shed our coats and start wearing 
summer clothing.  However, please remember that 
we have a dress code at John Wood.  The dress 
code includes no shorts or skirts shorter than 
fingertip length, no sheer or see-through clothing 
and no bare midriffs or “spaghetti” straps.  Also, we 
ask that the children do not wear flip-flops, sandals, 
backless, or open-toed shoes.  If a child is wearing 
flip-flops, etc, he/she will go outside for fresh air, 
but will not be allowed on the playground 
equipment.   
   Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

 

Last Days of School 
   It’s hard to believe we are already nearing the end of  
the school year! Our students have learned so much this  
year—far beyond just reading, math, and spelling. 
   As we approach the final weeks, it’s important to  
remember that learning continues every day. Regular  
attendance remains essential, as students are still  
completing important work and assessments that help  
guide placement for next year. 
   With warmer weather and summer excitement in the air,  
students can sometimes lose focus. This is a great time to  
encourage your child to stay engaged, complete their work,  
and continue following school expectations. 
   At our school, we’ve been seeing “greatness growing” all  
year long—and these last days are just as important. By  
working together, we can help students finish strong and  
continue growing through the very last day. 
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Gold Note Reminder 
 
   To help ensure that every student gets home 
safely and according to plan, please remember to 
send a gold note whenever there’s a change in 
your child’s dismissal routine. 
 
You need to send a gold note If: 

• you chose “every day” when registering for a 
car rider number, but your child will NOT be 
picked up by car that day. 

• you chose “occasional” when registering for a 
car rider number, and your child WILL be 
picked up by car that day. 

• your child will be leaving school earlier than 
the regular dismissal time for any reason. 

 
   Please don’t rely on your child remembering 
verbal changes or emails to the teacher.  The 
teachers are busy during the day and may not see 
the email in time.  The gold notes are the most 
reliable way to communicate daily dismissal 
changes. 
   If an emergency arises and a last-minute change 
must be made, please contact the school office 
directly.  They will make sure both the teacher and 
the student are informed. 

 

2026-2027 
Re-Enrollment 

 
   Watch for information to be emailed during the 
summer regarding re-enrolling your child for the 
2026-2027 school year.  The corporation will send 
instructions directly to parents/guardians. 
   Please take a moment to log into Skyward and 
verify that the email address on file is correct so you 
don’t miss important summer communications. 

Important Reminder 
 

   As we wrap up another school year, please 
remember to take care of any outstanding balances 
owed to the school.  This may include cafeteria 
charges and any library fees. 
   Online payments can be made through your 
Skyward account. 

Countdown to Summer 
   The students (and staff) have had fun the past few weeks using the alphabet to 
count down to summer.  So far, we’ve had a paper Airplane flying contest, we’ve 
Danced and Exercised, and we even had an Indoor picnic!   
   We still have some fun days ahead of us before the end of the school year!  
Check the calendar below to see what is still coming! 
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Once a Pirate,  

Always a Pirate 
 

   To promote pride in our school community, students are 
encouraged to wear purple on Fridays.     
   Students can wear John Wood spirit wear, Merrillville athletics, 
or Pop Warner shirts, or simply plain purple…anything that shows 
their school spirit. 
   Students wearing purple on Fridays will have their name entered 
into a drawing.  One winner from each grade level will get the 
chance to choose a small prize from our treasure chest! 

 

June Newsletter 
 
   Watch for one more newsletter to 
arrive in your email next month.  It will 
include: 
 

Curt Hoffman Scholarship Winner 
Good Citizens – May 
One in a Melon – May 

Super Citizens 
3rd and 4th Grade Honor Roll 

Perfect Attendance 
….and more! 

School Social Worker Corner: May 2026 

Hello John Wood families! 

May is Mental Health Awareness Month  

Supporting children’s mental health is something we can all be part of.  Together, through everyday 

moments and connections, we can make a positive impact! 

Ideas to Support Your Child’s Mental Health:  

• Create daily connection time.   

• Encourage open conversations about feelings.  

• Keep routines consistent to build a sense of security.  

• Model healthy coping skills.  

• Prioritize sleep, movement, and nutrition.   

Signs to Watch For  

• Changes in mood or behavior 

• Trouble sleeping or frequent nightmares 

• Avoiding school or school situations 

• Increased worry, irritability, or sadness 

Let’s Stay Connected 

If you have concerns about your child’s emotions, behaviors, or school success, please reach out.  We are here to provide 
resources and support to our  families.   

Email: jody.kristoff@mvsc.k12.in.us 

Phone: 219-650-5305 x6545 

Looking for More Ideas? 

Explore the Parent Resource section under the Kids Mental Health Foundation  website for additional activities and 
connection-building ideas.  

Family & Mental Health Resources 

• Geminus Community Partners – Counseling, family services, and support programs. 

• Regional Health Systems  – Mental health services for children and families. 

• 24/7 Crisis Helpline -Dial 988 or text 741741 

 

mailto:jody.kristoff@mvsc.k12.in.us
mailto:jody.kristoff@mvsc.k12.in.us
https://www.kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/mental-health-resources/parents-and-caregivers
https://www.geminus.care/community-partners/
https://www.rhs.care/
https://988lifeline.org/
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Snapshots of creativity, fun, and learning around our school! 

PTO Glow Dance 

Day of Champions 

The “Big Race” 

Miss V and 2nd grade teachers catch up with former 
John Wood students who are volunteering. 
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