
In ENG IV, we discuss several themes that pertain to personal growth, moral 
complexity, and justice. Everything that is read in ENG IV is from British 
Literature. Here, we will start our ENG IV adventure with a classic from J.R.R. 
Tolkien, The Hobbit. 
 
Note: AI is not permitted for any purpose of these tasks. Thank you for doing 
your own work. 
 
 
Please read the following instructions carefully for your assignment this 
summer.  

 
The texts assigned will need to be either a paperback or a hardback – no digital 
copies are allowed due to the nature of the assignment.  

Over the summer, complete the following by yourself – no group work. Everything 
you do for this must be HANDWRITTEN DIRECTLY IN THE TEXT:  
 

Task One: Annotations  

As you read, highlight information you feel is important with a highlighter only; 
highlighted information should include the following:  
 

●​  5 Plot Points → IN YELLOW: Any combination of the following -- Exposition, 
Conflict (Inciting Incident), Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution 
(Denouement).  

 
●​ 5 Examples of Characterization → IN PINK: These should be an attribute of the 

character that the author uses to say something about him or her.  
-What a character says or thinks  
- How a character is physically described or what 
he/she is wearing  
- Something the narrator says directly about the character (i.e. “He was the 
smartest person on the ranch”).  
- The way another character reacts to a character, either 
physically or verbally. 
- A character’s actions  

 
●​  5 Literary Elements → IN GREEN: This could include a symbol, a metaphor, 

a simile, or personification.  

After you highlight the information, you should then write a note in PEN along the 
margin; this note should explain the relevance of the highlighted material. Writing 
in pencil can rub off, so do not use one.  
 

●​ A note should be five or more words that offer something substantial in meaning. 
You could also offer your own analysis and/or observations of the text. DO NOT 
USE POST-ITS! Avoid general statements like “This is an example of plot.” You 
need to explain the highlighted text’s relevance through analysis and 
explanation.  



There should be 15 or more highlights once you are finished. The quality of the 
highlights will be assessed, so make sure to be thoughtful and selective in your work.  

 

Task Two: Chapter Reviews  
As you read, choose three of the chapters to write a summary about. The chapters you 
choose should be ones you found to be particularly interesting or moving for you.  
 

●​ This summary should discuss why the chapter is important and note any 
developments in the story. Please make sure to write at least seven or more 
sentences for each of these summaries. 

 

Task Three: Final Review  

At the end of the novel, write a one-page personal reaction to the text directly in the 
back of the text. This reaction should be at least fifteen sentences. Consider any of the 
following questions to help you guide you in what to write about:  

-​ What did you think about the novel, and why do you think this?  
-​ What key themes do you see in this novel? 
-​ What does the novel tell us about personal growth and how you can see 

yourself growing this year?  
 
You have leeway in this writing portion of the assignment, but just make sure you are 
addressing the text and including quotes to illustrate your points. I would recommend 
at least two to three quotes.  
 This should be written directly in y our book at the end wherever you find blank space.  

Summary of Tasks:  
●​ 15 highlights with accompanying annotations (15 point each)  
●​ 3 individual chapter summaries over the chapters of your choice (3 points each- 9 

points total)  
●​ A one-page reaction at the end of the book (6 points)  

 
o TOTAL:30 points  

The First Day Back:  

● Be prepared to discuss and hand in your books upon your return. There will be a 
test on the second day of school.  

-The test will have a variety of questions. (multiple choice, short answer, short 
essay) 

 
NOTE: This is not an assignment you begin August 7th! You should be 
working on this throughout the summer.  
SEE THE EXAMPLE BELOW ON HOW TO COMPLETE THE REQUIREMENTS.   

If you have any questions, contact Mrs. Ott  at jott@stasaints.net 



 


