
​2026 AP SUMMER READING​
​Before you begin, see the following disclaimer:​

​Some of the readings for this course may be sensitive and may or may not be the opinions, ideas, or the beliefs​

​of the students.  The teacher does not endorse the materials in the readings, and likewise, the materials in the​

​readings do not always represent or reflect those of the Catholic Church or Saint Thomas Aquinas Catholic​

​High School.  While the readings contain material that may be considered prejudiced, stereotyped, or offensive,​

​it should be remembered that this material is an important resource in understanding contemporary and past​

​cultures.  We take the responsibility of examining this material seriously, and we are  only using it to provide​

​our students with a well-rounded education that helps prepare them for real-world experiences and discourse.​

​The use of this material is intended to strengthen the students’ ability to rationalize and defend the shared​

​beliefs of both the Catholic Church and Saint Thomas Aquinas High School.​

​Now please read the following instructions carefully:​

​Assigned Reading:​

​Invisible Man​​by Ralph Ellison​ ​DO​​NOT​​READ​​THE INVISIBLE​​MAN​​BY H.G. WELLS!!!!!​

​Your book will need to be either a paperback or hardback – no digital copies are allowed due to the​
​nature of the assignment.​



​Over the summer, complete the following three tasks by yourself – no group work.  Everything you do for​
​this must be​​HANDWRITTEN DIRECTLY IN THE TEXT​​:​

​1.  Annotations​​:​

​As you read, highlight information you feel is important with a highlighter only; highlighted information​
​could include the following:​

​●​ ​plot points​
​●​ ​observations about the characters/characterization​
​●​ ​important and insightful quotes​
​●​ ​notes about theme(s)​
​●​ ​figurative language and/or writing style​

​After you highlight the information, you should then write a note in​​pen​​along the margin; this note​
​should explain the relevance of the highlighted material.  Writing in pencil can rub off, so do not use​
​one.​

​●​ ​A note should be around five or more words that offer something substantial in meaning​​.  You​
​could also offer your own analysis and/or observations of the text.​ ​DO NOT USE POST-ITS​​!​
​Avoid general statements like “This is an example of plot.”  You need to explain the highlighted​
​text’s relevance through analysis and explanation.​

​There should be​​seventy-five​​or more highlights once​​you are finished.  The quality of the highlights will be​
​assessed, so make sure to be thoughtful and selective in your work.​

​2 Chapter Reviews:​

​As you read, choose​​ten​​of the chapters to write a​​summary about.  The chapters you choose should be​
​ones you find to be particularly interesting or moving for you.​
​●​ ​This summary should​​discuss​​why the chapter is important​​and note any developments in the story.​

​Please make sure to write at least seven or more sentences for each of these summaries.​
​o​ ​See examples below.​

​3.  Final Review:​

​At the end of the memoir, write a​​one-page​​reaction​​to the text directly in the back of the text.  A​
​reaction is not plot summary but instead what you​​feel​​about the book and why.  Consider any of the​
​following themes to help you guide you in what to write about:​
​●​ ​Are we what is projected onto us?​
​●​ ​defining yourself by the relationships with others​
​●​ ​The danger of fighting stereotype with stereotype​
​●​ ​The illusory promise of freedom​
​You have leeway in this writing portion of the assignment, but just make sure you are addressing the text​
​in your reflection.  This should be written directly in your book at the end wherever you find blank​
​space.​



​Summary of Tasks​​:​

​●​ ​75 highlights with accompanying annotations (1 point each)​
​●​ ​10 chapter summaries over the chapters of your choice (2 points each)​
​●​ ​a one-page reaction at the end of the book (5 points)​

​o​ ​TOTAL:  100 points​

​The First Day Back:​

​●​ ​Be prepared to discuss and hand in your book upon your return. There will be a test within the first​
​week of classes.​

​o​ ​The test will be a multiple choice format.​
​NOTE​​:​ ​This is not an assignment you begin August​​7​​!  You should be working on this throughout the​
​summer.​

​Finally, remember that in the event you transfer to On-Level English Four, any grades you have from this​
​assignment will transfer with you.​

​If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at​

​SEE EXAMPLES ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES BELOW…​






