English I Summer Reading Assignment 2026
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This summer, you will read Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults) by Bryan Stevenso

n.
Students are expected to purchase a copy of the novel for class (ISBN: 978-0-525-58006-5);
digital copies will not be allowed. Again, be sure to purchase and read the young adult

version of this text. Please bring vour book with you on the first day of school.

Amazon link to purchase the text (you may buy from your retailer of choice, just make sure to

refer to the ISBN number to ensure the right text):

https://www.amazon.com/Just-Merc

hrd_swatch_0

Over the summer, students will be expected to complete the following tasks:
1.

Read and annotate the book.
2. Prepare for a multiple-choice test on the first day of school.

3. Be prepared to participate in activities and a discussion related to how Stevenson

communicates a theme about justice, compassion, and/or grace.


https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0

Annotation Guidelines:

1. Asyou read, keep track of characters, places, names of organizations, etc. on a blank
page near the front cover of the book. Handwrite names and brief descriptions.

2. Using an actual highlighter of any color, highlight ideas from the text that reveal
information about the novel’s theme/message. In addition, highlighted information should
have a note in the margin written in pen; this note should explain the significance of the
highlighted material. Feel free to also mark ideas that stand out to you and/or make notes
about personal connections to the text.

3. There should easily be 15 or more highlights with annotations once you are finished.
These highlights/annotations should be spread throughout the entire book. The quality of
annotations will be assessed, so make sure your descriptions are specific and compelling.

4. After reading the book, handwrite a one-page final reaction to it. This is not a summary!
Instead, it should be your opinion about the text. Remember, this needs to be handwritten
directly in the text as well. You can write this on the blank page next to the back cover. It

should be 100 words minimum.

Sample Annotation from a Different Text:
A note should be around five or more words that offer something substantial in meaning. You
should offer your own analysis and/or observations of the text. Avoid general statements like

“this is an example of a theme.” You need to explain how/why!
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ration of the Second Front. And so we, the Jews of Sigher, waited
for better days that surely were soon to come.

I continued 1o devote myself to my studies, Talmud during
the day and Kabbalah at night. My father took care of his business
and the community. My grandfather came to spend Rosh Ha-
shanah with us so as 1o attend the scrvices of the celebrated
Rebbe of Borsche, My mother was beginning to think it was high
time to find an Appropriate match for Hilda,

Thus passed the year 1943,

SPRING 1944. Splendid news from the Russian Front. ]
could no longer be any doubt: Germany would be defeated, It
was only a matter of time, months or wecks, perhaps.

The trees were in bloom. It was a year like 30 many others,
with its spring, its engagements, its weddings, and its births,
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Yes, we even doubted his resolve to exterminate us, ’

Annihilate an entire people? Wipe our a Ppopulation dispersed
throughout so many nations? So many millions of people! By
what means? In the middic of the twentieth century!

And thus my elders concerned themselves with all manner of
rln'ng:—-um:gy, diplomacy, politics, and Zionism—but not with
their own fare,

Even Moishe the Beadle had falien silent. He was weary of
talking. He would drify through Synagogue or through the strects,
hunched over, cyes cast down, avoidi e's 3

1 those days it was still possible o buy emigration certificates
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to Palestine. | had asked my father to sell everything, to liquidate
everything, and to leave.

“I am too old, my son,” he answered. “Too old to start a new
life. Too old to start from scratch in some distant land ., »

Budnp:undinnnmmeddmd;eﬁscinpmyhoduiud
power. The regent Miklds Horthy was forced to ask a leader of
the pro-Nazi Nyilas parcy  form a new government.

df Of course we had heard of the

Fascists, but it was all in the abstract. It meant nothing more to us
than a change of ministry.

The next day brought really disquicting news: German troops
had penctrated Hungarian territory with the government's approval.

Finally, pcople began to worry in earnest. One of my friends,
Moishe Chaim Berkowitz, returned from the capital for Passover
and told us, “The Jews of Budapest live in an phere of fear
sWxn take place cvery day, in the strects,
on the trains. The Fascists attack Jewish stores, s ues, The
situation is becoming very serious . .
c ncws spread through Sighet Tike wildfire. Soon that was
all people talked about. But not for long. Optimism soon revived:
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The Germans will not come this far. They will stay in Budapest.
For strategic reasons, for political reasons . . .
n less than three days, German Army vehicles

Iregts

pearance on ot

ANGUISH. German soldicrs—with their steel helmets and their
death’s-head emblem. Still, our first impressions of the Germans
were rather reassuring. The officers were billeted in private
homes, even in Jewish homes. Their attitude toward their hosts
mé’_iuznl bﬂpﬂjk. They never demanded the impossible,
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calm, likable. and polite, Three . i

b ¥s after he moved m, he
broughe Mrs. Kahn @ box of chocolates, The optimists were jubi-
lant: “Well? What did we tell you? Yoy wouldn't believe ys, There
they are, Your Germans, Whae do you say now? is their fa.
moy 2

LT
'I‘h.c Germans were in our town, the Fascists were al.
ready in power, the verdict was already out—and the Jews of

Sigher were still smiling. The Narrafer 15 Somewna )
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The weather Wwas_sublime, M -m:Lr was busy in the

opendPeople gathered

in private homes: no l:ed to the Germans,
Almost every rabbi's home became a house of prayer.

- We wished the holiday would end s not ta have to pretend,
m{; “ . th day of P.noé finally rose:fthe
Hhe From that me, .
ht‘h ment on, everythin appe Y quickly.
ﬂu r-ue toward death had begun,
"‘ ""‘,m‘ Irst edict: Jews were prohibited from Icaving their residences
She n for three days, under penalty of death:
wh ] ons] CAME running to our house,
“Jm" . -meu: he shouted. Ang left withoue waiting for g
sponsc,
The same day, the Hungarian police burst ingo every Jewish

home in town; 4 Jew was henceforth forbidden 10 own gold, jew-
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elry, or any valuables. Evemhir_\! had 10 be handed over to the
authorities, under penaley of death. My father went down to the
cellar and busied our savings,

As for my mother, she went on tending to the many chores in
the housc. Sometimes she would stop and gaze at us in silence.

‘Three days later, a new decree: every Jew had to wear thigvele
o sap,,
of the

Some promi b ity came to consult
with my father, who had connections at the upper levels of the
Hungarian police; they wanted to know what he thought of the
situation, My father's view was that it was not all bleak, or per-
haps he just did not want to discourage the others, to throw sale
on their wounds:

“The yeliow star? So what? It's not lethal Y

ut new edicts ng i1ssucd. " We no longer ha
the right to frequent restaurants or cafés, 1o travel by rail, to attend
SYnagogue, to be on the streets after six o'clock in the evening.
Then came the ghettos.

Tmmtmw A large one in the center of

town occupicd four streets, and another smaller one extended
over several alleyways on the ourskirts of town. The street we
lived on, Serpent Street, was in the firse ghetto. We therefore
could remain in our house. But, as it occupicd a corner, the win-
dows facing the street outside the ghetto had t be sealed. We
Eave some of our rooms to relatives who had been driven out of
their homes.

Little by litcle life returned tol “The barbed wire that
encircled us like a wall did not fill us with real fear, In fact, we felr
this was not a bad thing; we were catirely among ourselves, A
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