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       “It’s necessary to recognize that we all need   
   mercy, we all need justice, and - perhaps - we  
  all need some measure of unmerited grace.” 

 
 
 
 
 

This summer, you will read Just Mercy (Adapted for Young Adults) by Bryan Stevenson.  

Students are expected to purchase a copy of the novel for class (ISBN: 978-0-525-58006-5); 

digital copies will not be allowed. Again, be sure to purchase and read the young adult 

version of this text. Please bring your book with you on the first day of school.  

Amazon link to purchase the text (you may buy from your retailer of choice, just make sure to 

refer to the ISBN number to ensure the right text): 

https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034/ref=tmm_

hrd_swatch_0​  

 

Over the summer, students will be expected to complete the following tasks: 

1.​ Read and annotate the book. 

2.​ Prepare for a multiple-choice test on the first day of school. 

3.​ Be prepared to participate in activities and a discussion related to how Stevenson 

communicates a theme about justice, compassion, and/or grace. 

https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Just-Mercy-Adapted-Young-Adults/dp/0525580034/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0


 

 

Annotation Guidelines: 

1.​ As you read, keep track of characters, places, names of organizations, etc. on a blank 

page near the front cover of the book. Handwrite names and brief descriptions. 

2.​ Using an actual highlighter of any color, highlight ideas from the text that reveal 

information about the novel’s theme/message. In addition, highlighted information should 

have a note in the margin written in pen; this note should explain the significance of the 

highlighted material. Feel free to also mark ideas that stand out to you and/or make notes 

about personal connections to the text.  

3.​ There should easily be 15 or more highlights with annotations once you are finished. 

These highlights/annotations should be spread throughout the entire book. The quality of 

annotations will be assessed, so make sure your descriptions are specific and compelling. 

4.​ After reading the book, handwrite a one-page final reaction to it. This is not a summary! 

Instead, it should be your opinion about the text. Remember, this needs to be handwritten 

directly in the text as well. You can write this on the blank page next to the back cover. It 

should be 100 words minimum. 

 

 

Sample Annotation from a Different Text: 

A note should be around five or more words that offer something substantial in meaning. You 

should offer your own analysis and/or observations of the text. Avoid general statements like 

“this is an example of a theme.” You need to explain how/why!  

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


