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Your summer literature assignment consists of three main parts: Reading  two books , memorizing and copying 

one poem , and answering a series of questions  within your  summer reading  journa l. Your summer reading 

assignment will be due on the first day of school and will be graded. Have fun reading!  

READING  

 
There are two required books this summer.  

1. Required Book: The Wonderful Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum 

2. Choose one novel from the list below for your first book. All summer reading works must be unabridged 

versions. 

a. The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster 

b. Carry On, Mr. Bowditch by Jean Lee Latham 

c. The Princess and the Goblin by George MacDonald 

 
 

POETRY  
All sixth-grade students are required to choose one summer poem provided in this document, copy it word for 
word into their journals and memorize it for recitation on the first day of school. The full poems are listed in the 
final pages of this document.  
 

• Option #1: “Lake Isle of Innisfree” by William Butler Yeats 
• Option #2: “September Midnight" by Sara Teasdale 
• Option #3: “The Star-Spangled Banner” by Francis Scott Key 

 

 
 

Reading great literature allows us to see the world through a new perspective. It 
allows us to transcend our lives and come to better understand humanity. 
Literature allows us to find beauty in the mundane as well as the extraordinary, to 
search for understanding and belonging, and it can bring us great joy. In An 
Experiment in Criticism, C.S. Lewis writes, “in reading great literature I become a 
thousand men and yet remain myself. Like a night sky in the Greek poem, I see with 
a myriad eyes, but it is still I who see. Here, as in worship, in love, in moral action, 
and in knowing, I transcend myself; and am never more myself when I do.” Each of 
the works below have been carefully chosen to allow you to find time to enjoy 
reading and prepare you for the wonderful year we have ahead in our literature 
studies. Enjoy! 

SUMMER READING AND 

POETRY   

RISING 6TH   GRADE  
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JOURNAL ASSIGNMENTS  

 
Journal Requirements: Purchase an authentic, bound journal with lines marked for writing. If you have last year’s 
summer reading journal, you may continue using it. Remember to do your best work and write clearly and neatly 
for each entry. Label and date each entry in your journal. 
 

1.  Journal Assignment 1 & 2: Read a novel of your choosing from the book list above as well as The Wizard 
of Oz by L. Frank Baum. Write a thoughtful and well-written journal entry for each assigned book. Each 
journal entry should be labeled, dated, and at a minimum, two or more paragraphs in length for each novel. 
Here are some questions to consider: 
 

• Did you enjoy the novel? Why or why not? 
• What did you think of the main characters in the novel? Who did you like and who did you 

dislike? 
• What did you learn from the novel? What does it teach you about how others should be treated? 
• Is there anything about that novel that you disagreed with? Did any characters make poor 

choices? 
• What are some of the themes and main ideas of the novel? What was the main message? Was it 

about courage? Generosity? Growth? Forgiveness? Survival? 
• How do the characters in the novel change or grow throughout the story? Did any characters 

learn a new way of looking at the world than how they saw things at the beginning? 
• Would you recommend this book to a friend? Why or why not? 

• Your reflection should be at least two full paragraphs, but you are welcome to write more! It is a 
thought-provoking work of literature, and I will thoroughly enjoy reading your writing and seeing 
your thoughts and ideas on paper. 
 

2. Journal Assignment 3 
• Copy the poem you plan on memorizing into your journal word for word. Please follow the poetic 

formatting as you write. You may add decorations, doodles, or drawings to your copied poem if 
you’d like.  
 

3. Journal Assignment 4: 
• Journals can be wonderful tools for capturing moments in time in our lives. Write about a family 

story or memory from your summer or your extended time at home. You can share a favorite 
memory, write about how you’ve grown as a person, a new hobby you’ve picked up, or a trip you 
took with your family. 

 
 

 Label Date Complete Thoughtful Neatness Total 

The Wizard of Oz, 

Journal  Assignment 1 

        /1 /1 

 

    /12            /12         /4             /30 

Book Choice Journal 

Assignment 2 

      /1          /1 

 

 

   /12             /12         /4             /30 

Copy of Poem 

Journal Assignment 3        /1       /1           /5          /3             /10 

Personal Journal Entry  

Journal Assignment 4 
      

       /1 

     

      /1 

 

 /5 

 

        /5 

 

        /3 

 

            /15 

Poem Recitation                       /15               /15 

 

TOTAL SCORE 

      

           /100 
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“The Lake Isle of Innisfree ”   
By William Butler Yeats 

 

I will arise and go now, and go to Innisfree, 

And a small cabin build there, of clay and wattles made; 

Nine bean-rows will I have there, a hive for the honey-bee, 

And live alone in the bee-loud glade. 

 

And I shall have some peace there, for peace comes dropping slow, 

Dropping from the veils of the morning to where the cricket sings; 

There midnight’s all a glimmer, and noon a purple glow, 

And evening full of the linnet’s wings. 

 

I will arise and go now, for always night and day 

I hear lake water lapping with low sounds by the shore; 

While I stand on the roadway, or on the pavements grey, 

I hear it in the deep heart’s core. 

 

“September Midnight ”  
By Sara Teasdale 

 

Lyric night of the lingering Indian Summer, 

Shadowy fields that are scentless but full of singing, 

Never a bird, but the passionless chant of insects, 

Ceaseless, insistent. 

 

The grasshopper’s horn, and far-off, high in the maples, 

The wheel of a locust leisurely grinding the silence 

Under a moon waning and worn, broken, 

Tired with summer. 

 

Let me remember you, voices of little insects, 

Weeds in the moonlight, fields that are tangled with asters, 

Let me remember, soon will the winter be on us, 

Snow-hushed and heavy. 

 

Over my soul murmur your mute benediction, 

While I gaze, O fields that rest after harvest, 

As those who part look long in the eyes they lean to, 

Lest they forget them. 

 



6 th  Grade Summer Literature Assignment  | 4 

 

“The Star - Spangled Banner ”   
by Francis Scott Key 

 

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight 

O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there, 

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

 

On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep 

Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes, 

What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,  

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam, 

In full glory reflected now shines in the stream, 

’Tis the star-spangled banner - O long may it wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave! 

 

And where is that band who so vauntingly swore, 

That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion 

A home and a Country should leave us no more? 

Their blood has wash’d out their foul footstep’s pollution. 

No refuge could save the hireling and slave 

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave, 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph doth wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

 

O thus be it ever when freemen shall stand 

Between their lov’d home and the war’s desolation! 

Blest with vict’ry and peace may the heav’n rescued land 

Praise the power that hath made and preserv’d us a nation! 

Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 

And this be our motto - “In God is our trust,” 

And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

 


