
 

Dear Parents of Incoming Third Graders, 

At St. Michael’s, we believe that learning is a year-round journey, and we want to ensure our 
students are well prepared for the exciting challenges of the coming year. To support that goal, 
all students entering first through eighth grade are required to complete a summer math 
and reading program. The following information outlines the expectations for students entering 
third grade: 

Math 
Each student will complete a summer math workbook designed to reinforce concepts learned in 
second grade. This workbook will be sent home with your child on the last day of school. 

●​ Please remove the answer key from the back of the book and use it to check your child’s 
work throughout the summer. 

●​ Calculators should not be used; we encourage students to practice their mental math 
skills. 

●​ Once completed, the workbook should be signed by a parent and returned to your 
child’s homeroom teacher on the first day of school: Tuesday, September 1. 

Reading 
Students are also expected to: 

●​ Read at least three books over the summer. 
●​ Complete both the summer reading log and the reading response pages. 

A suggested reading list and all necessary forms are attached to this letter and can also be found 
on our website on the Summer Homework page. Please ensure the reading log is signed by a 
parent, and that all reading materials are returned to the homeroom teacher on the first day of 
school. 

Grading and Support 
Students who do not submit their completed summer work will receive an Incomplete in math 
and/or literature on their first trimester report card. 

We encourage families to establish a regular routine that balances summer fun with time for 
learning. Starting early and spreading the work out over the summer will make the experience 

https://www.smeds.net/academics/summer-homework/


more enjoyable and effective for your child. Waiting until the final weeks of summer can make it 
harder for students to retain and apply their skills. 

If you have any questions about the summer homework requirements, please feel free to contact 
your child’s homeroom teacher at teresafaruzzi@smeds.com. 

Thank you for your partnership in your child’s education. We look forward to welcoming your 
child to third grade in the fall! 

Sincerely, 

Olivia Keffer 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Day School 
a California Independent School 
oliviakeffer@smeds.com 
916-485-3418 
 



 
​ Summer Reading 2026 
​ Incoming Third Grade 

 
            Dear Parents, 

For summer 2026, incoming third-grade students are expected to read at least three books and 
prepare written responses to three of the books they read (see pages 3 – 10). Forms are included 
in this packet, and the students should pick a different response form for each of the written 
responses. As they read during the summer, they are also asked to record the titles of all the 
books they read on the Reading Log (see page 2) and rate the books (1-4 stars). The completed 
work is to be brought to their teacher on the first day of school in September. Please note that 
audiobooks are acceptable and count toward summer reading goals.  

​ Below are titles for incoming third graders. Please select titles from the list below. 
Alvin Ho (series) by Lenore Look 
A Boy Called Bat (series) by Elana K. Arnold 
Boxcar Children (series) by Gertrude Chandler Warner 
Clementine (series) by Sara Pennypacker 
Cranky Chicken (series) by Katherine Battersby 
Dragon Masters (series) by Tracey West 
Dr. Zeus by James Patterson & Chris Tebbetts 
Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl 
Gooney Bird Greene (series) by Lois Lowry  
Henry Huggins (series) by Beverly Cleary 
I Survived (series) by Lauren Tarshis 
Ivy and Bean (series) by Annie Barrows 
Jada Jones (series) by Kelly Starling Lyons 
Lola Levine (series) by Monica Brown  
Mercy Watson (series) by Kate DiCamillo 
National Park Mystery (series) by Aaron Johnson 
The One and Only Bob by Katherine Applegate 
Owl Diaries (series) by Rebecca Elliott 
A Rover’s Story by Jasmine Warga 
Ralph S. Mouse by Beverly Cleary 
The Sasquatch Escape (series) by Suzanne Selfors 
Seven Wonders of Sassafras Springs by Betty Birney 
The Trouble with Chickens by Doreen Cronin 
The Unlikely Tale of Chase and Finnegan by Jasmine Warga 
Wayside School (series) by Louis Sachar 
The World According to Humphrey (series) by Betty Birney  
Wombat Waiting by Katherine Applegate 
 
Nonfiction Suggestions 
The Girl Who Thought in  Pictures: The Story of Dr. Temple Grandin by Julia Finley Mosca 
What if You Had (series) by Sandra Markle 
Who Was and Who Is? (series) 
Who Would Win? (series) 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074BF53TR?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B081HYZ5SS?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_aps_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1682097185&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07XXC4K8W?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074C5P1BW?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tpbk
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B14CPZ81?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_thcv
https://www.amazon.com/Dragon-Masters-Books-1-5-Branches/dp/1338777262/ref=sr_1_1?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Q1H0bY9EQ0djMDXTBKKkGCZT9D-VH-JgrfV-Xmn9ZrjTxH3nGi0XEdgxGjG1hCIFA12Pdt8LyIrew9y-yWvnpoBxa_1NvHofltr1Zp6wPfc97xqJqEFSoU6cKmQv_v9fn8S3Vm6wBXI211BeFejAK_G262ZA7koSqRRhlEItjQopf-GCaQDG5M6XegKWejefqLkJ-IuxLXpICeUVZTp8Y-K5FqTRI7ZAXdREO_7HfZs.AIF8YzQztb_TnB35Nc3dVZANn10xswHwvwkH9_gxC8s&dib_tag=se&keywords=dragon+masters+tracey+west&qid=1714599476&sr=8-1
https://a.co/d/0f7eI02W
https://www.amazon.com/Fantastic-Mr-Fox-Colour-Edn/dp/0141369280/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1681936839&sr=1-5
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0897FFR4K?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_aps_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1681936126&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074CGZG4Y?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074CH57PJ?binding=paperback&qid=1681938024&sr=1-2-ab57425f-010b-46ba-9b54-4c012bcb0387&ref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_tpbk
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07TFBFRFS?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B078MW8491?binding=paperback&qid=1681937610&sr=1-2&ref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_tpbk
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07XXD688V?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tpbk
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074C9X263?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tpbk
https://a.co/d/56ubxbO
https://www.amazon.com/One-Only-Bob-Ivan/dp/0062991310
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09NW7XB2S?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://a.co/d/0hSHsHH2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074C6K2MT?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/Sasquatch-Escape-Imaginary-Veterinary/dp/031622569X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=J94ZHL5QNOVK&keywords=The+Sasquatch+Escape&qid=1682114745&s=books&sprefix=the+sasquatch+escape%2Cstripbooks%2C125&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Seven-Wonders-Sassafras-Springs/dp/1416934898/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1682097315&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Trouble-Chickens-J-J-Tully-Mystery/dp/0061215341/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1682097366&sr=1-1
https://a.co/d/03ezZSi9
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09C2K1772?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1682097342&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0749S8VHY?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1682097398&sr=1-1
https://a.co/d/0hAyJX0v
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Who-Thought-Pictures-Scientists/dp/1943147612/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1681937981&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09JHVTVD2?binding=paperback&ref_=saga_sdp_cft_dsk&qid=1681936347&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08Q49C498?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1681937908&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B086W4BGR8?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_tpbk


 

My Reading Log​ ​ ​ Name:_________________________________________ 
 

Title Author Rating 

 
   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

                                    
Parent Signature _________________________________________     
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