
 

Dear Parents of Incoming Sixth Graders, 

At St. Michael’s, we believe that learning is a year-round journey, and we want to ensure our 
students are well prepared for the exciting challenges of the coming year. To support that goal, 
all students entering first through eighth grade are required to complete a summer math 
and reading program. The following information outlines the expectations for students entering 
sixth grade: 

Math 
Each student will complete a summer math workbook designed to reinforce concepts learned in 
fifth grade. This workbook will be sent home with your child on the last day of school. 

●​ Please remove the answer key from the back of the book and use it to check your child’s 
work throughout the summer. 

●​ Calculators should not be used; we encourage students to practice their mental math 
skills. 

●​ Once completed, the workbook should be signed by a parent and returned to your 
child’s homeroom teacher on the first day of school: Tuesday, September 1. 

Reading 
Students are also expected to: 

●​ Read at least three books over the summer - two books of their choosing as well as 
the required book, The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall, assigned 
by Mrs. Trudel-Alusic.   

●​ The Seventh Most Important Thing should be read last, as the class will begin the school 
year discussing this book.  

●​ Prepare a written response on The Seventh Most Important Thing, due to Mrs. 
Trudel-Alusic by August 24 by emailing her at jennifertrudel-alusic@smeds.com. 

●​ Print out a copy of your written response on The Seventh Most Important Thing and 
bring it on the first day of school. 

 
A suggested reading list and all necessary directions for the written response are attached to this 
letter and can also be found on our website on the Summer Homework page.  
 
Grading and Support 

mailto:jennifertrudel-alusic@smeds.com
https://www.smeds.net/academics/summer-homework/


Students who do not submit their completed summer work will receive an Incomplete in math 
and/or literature on their first report card. 

We encourage families to establish a regular routine that balances summer fun with time for 
learning. Starting early and spreading the work out over the summer will make the experience 
more enjoyable and effective for your child. Waiting until the final weeks of summer can make it 
harder for students to retain and apply their skills. 

If you have any questions about the summer homework requirements, please feel free to contact 
Mrs. Trudel-Alusic at jennifertrudel-alusic@smeds.com for questions about the reading 
homework and Mrs. Steiger at marneesteiger@smeds.com for questions about the math 
homework. 

Thank you for your partnership in your child’s education. We look forward to welcoming your 
child to sixth grade in the fall! 

Sincerely, 

Olivia Keffer 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Day School 
a California Independent School 
oliviakeffer@smeds.com 
916-485-3418 

mailto:jennifertrudel-alusic@smeds.com
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​ Summer Reading 2026 
​ Incoming Sixth Grade 

              
​ Dear Parents, 

Students entering sixth grade will read at least three books over the course of the summer, one of 
which must be the all-class read, which is The Seventh Most Important Thing by Shelley 
Pearsall. Students are asked to prepare a written response for the all class to read. See page 
three for specific details. 
 
Below are suggested titles for incoming sixth graders. They may select titles not included on 
this list. Please note that audiobooks are acceptable and count toward summer reading goals.  
 
Fiction Suggestions 
The Absolute Value of Mike by Katherine Erskine  
Across So Many Seas by Ruth Behar 
The Apothecary (Series) by Maile Meloy 
The Ascendance Series by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
Beyond the Bright Sea by Lauren Wolk 
Catherine Called Birdy by Karen Cushman 
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan 
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander  
The Egypt Game by Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
The Enola Holmes Mystery Series by Nancy Springer 
The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate by Jacqueline Kelly 
The First State of Being by Erin Entrada 
Holes by Louis Sachar 
Kane Chronicles by Rick Riordan 
Keeper of Lost Cities Series by Shannon Messenger  
The Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine 
Magnolia Wu Unfolds It All by Chanel Miller 
Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIHM by Robert C. O'Brien 
Mysterious Benedict Society (Series) by Trenton Lee Stewart 
One Big Open Sky by Lesa Cline-Ransome 
Recipe for Disaster by Aimee Lucido 
Savvy by Ingrid Law 
The Season of Styx Malone by Kekia Magoon  
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 
Stella by Starlight by Sharon Draper 
Two Degrees by Alan Gratz 
War Horse by Michael Morpurgo 
The War that Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley  
Wild Wings by Gill Lewis  
The Wrong Way Home by Kate O’Shaughnessy 
 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Absolute-Value-Mike-Kathryn-Erskine/dp/0142421014/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3K17MMWWTFD54&keywords=the+absolute+value+of+mike&qid=1681766348&sprefix=the+absolute+va%2Caps%2C215&sr=8-1
https://a.co/d/8K9Ok6L
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0753GT1ZT?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_aps_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1681766515&sr=8-2
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074CH945T?binding=kindle_edition&ref_=dbs_s_ks_series_rwt_tkin&qid=1681767341&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Beyond-Bright-Sea-Lauren-Wolk/dp/1101994878/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33DEQSBSWWEA0&keywords=beyond+the+bright+sea&qid=1681768024&s=books&sprefix=beyon%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Catherine-Called-Birdy-Summer-Reading/dp/0060739428/?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_w=nZG21&content-id=amzn1.sym.22f5776b-4878-4918-9222-7bb79ff649f4&pf_rd_p=22f5776b-4878-4918-9222-7bb79ff649f4&pf_rd_r=147-9437581-4302717&pd_rd_wg=V5xcO&pd_rd_r=7b38ee24-112a-4db0-b0f5-ca929225c42a&ref_=aufs_ap_sc_dsk
https://www.amazon.com/Counting-7s-Holly-Goldberg-Sloan/dp/014242286X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2UJTFZHTX62Q1&keywords=counting+by+7s&qid=1681766635&s=books&sprefix=counting%2Cstripbooks%2C158&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Crossover-Kwame-Alexander/dp/0544935209/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2M4MBNYRI9154&keywords=crossover&qid=1681766672&s=books&sprefix=crossove%2Cstripbooks%2C145&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Egypt-Game-Zilpha-Keatley-Snyder/dp/1416990518/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1FEOCFOJLWOXC&keywords=egypt+game&qid=1681768102&s=books&sprefix=egypt+game%2Cstripbooks%2C140&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B6GLDS1K?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1681766706&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Evolution-Calpurnia-Tate-Jacqueline-Kelly/dp/031265930X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1681768319&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/First-State-Being-Entrada-Kelly/dp/0063337320/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Holes-Louis-Sachar/dp/0440414806/ref=sxts_b2b_sx_fused_v3_desktop_ref-tab-0?content-id=amzn1.sym.97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0%3Aamzn1.sym.97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0&crid=W8KUUJHJCQSO&cv_ct_cx=holes&keywords=holes&pd_rd_i=0440414806&pd_rd_r=49f251a2-7f2b-4018-be2d-b42f436d2ef2&pd_rd_w=Ci40i&pd_rd_wg=ejuI1&pf_rd_p=97762c05-7545-47e0-ae5c-1110ba2791f0&pf_rd_r=FN9TRRHS4FE3Z15RTTXC&qid=1681768483&s=books&sbo=RZvfv%2F%2FHxDF%2BO5021pAnSA%3D%3D&sprefix=holes%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-3-965fba24-1eed-4536-936e-b447f98a83bc
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074C8LSC5?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tkin
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B074CJC5X9?binding=paperback&searchxofy=true&ref_=dbs_s_bs_series_rwt_tpbk&qid=1681767897&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Lions-Little-Rock-Kristin-Levine/dp/0142424358/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1682266673&sr=1-1
https://a.co/d/1P55nyC
https://www.amazon.com/Mrs-Frisby-Rats-Robert-OBrien/dp/0689710682/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1XPRTA4HZ09O9&keywords=mrs+frisby+and+the+rats+of+nihm&qid=1683052051&sprefix=mrs+fri%2Caps%2C174&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09GG6BT82?binding=paperback&ref=dbs_m_mng_rwt_sft_tpbk_tpbk
https://www.amazon.com/One-Big-Open-Lesa-Cline-Ransome/dp/0823460622/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0
https://www.amazon.com/Recipe-Disaster-Aimee-Lucido/dp/0358386918/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2N7QL7D17718E&keywords=recipe+for+disaster&qid=1681767803&s=books&sprefix=recipe+for+disaster%2Cstripbooks%2C144&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Savvy-Ingrid-Law/dp/0142414336/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1681768266&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Season-Styx-Malone-Kekla-Magoon/dp/1524715980/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1681767383&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Secret-HarperClassics-Frances-Hodgson-Burnett/dp/006440188X/ref=sr_1_3?crid=1ZPANFG0HK3DU&keywords=secret+garden&qid=1682267157&s=books&sprefix=secret+%2Cstripbooks%2C188&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Stella-Starlight-Sharon-M-Draper/dp/1442494980/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3C08L7O4USYOO&keywords=stella+by+starlight&qid=1681767424&s=books&sprefix=stella+by+starlight%2Cstripbooks%2C137&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Two-Degrees-Alan-Gratz/dp/1338735675/ref=sr_1_2?crid=9OH7KSJY4HJC&keywords=alan+gratz&qid=1681768555&s=books&sprefix=alan+%2Cstripbooks%2C160&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Horse-Scholastic-Gold-Michael-Morpurgo/dp/0439796644/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZJEO7VAW0V07&keywords=war+horse&qid=1681768445&s=books&sprefix=war+hors%2Cstripbooks%2C149&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/War-That-Saved-My-Life/dp/0147510481/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1681767951&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wild-Wings-Gill-Lewis/dp/1442414464/ref=sr_1_1?crid=FUQA3OFP1KZQ&keywords=wild+wings&qid=1681767564&s=books&sprefix=wild+wings%2Cstripbooks%2C143&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Wrong-Way-Home-Kate-OShaughnessy/dp/059365076X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0


 

Nonfiction Suggestions 
Awesome Achievers in Technology by Alan Katz 
The Boys in the Boat : the True Story of an American Team's Epic Journey to Win Gold at the 
1936 Olympics by Daniel James Brown 
Primates by Jim Ottaviani & Maris Wicks 
The Thrifty Guide to Ancient Greece OR The Thrifty Guide to Ancient Rome by Korwin Briggs 
You Can Fly: The Tuskegee Airmen by Carole Boston Weatherford  

 

https://www.amazon.com/Awesome-Achievers-Technology-Strange-History/dp/0762463368/ref=as_li_ss_tl?keywords=Awesome+Achievers+in+Technology&qid=1567611417&s=books&sr=1-1&linkCode=sl1&tag=melitaylonli-20&linkId=6e28fbf063082eec64fd39b9fdd9342b&language=en_US
https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Boat-YRE-American-Olympics/dp/1432850288
https://www.amazon.com/Boys-Boat-YRE-American-Olympics/dp/1432850288
https://www.amazon.com/Primates-Fearless-Science-Goodall-Galdikas/dp/1250062934/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1ZA7LRNX0CG66&keywords=Primates%3A+the+Fearless+Science+of+Jane+Goodall%2C+Dian+Fossey+and+Birute+Galdikas&qid=1681768782&s=books&sprefix=primates+the+fearless+science+of+jane+goodall%2C+dian+fossey+and+birute+galdikas+%2Cstripbooks%2C129&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09CDMK9HB?binding=paperback&qid=1682266356&sr=1-1&ref=dbs_dp_rwt_sb_pc_tpbk
https://www.amazon.com/You-Can-Fly-Tuskegee-Airmen/dp/1481449397/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1QYB30RS0LIO7&keywords=You+Can+Fly%3A+The+Tuskegee+Airmen&qid=1682267208&s=books&sprefix=you+can+fly+the+tuskegee+airmen+%2Cstripbooks%2C144&sr=1-1


 

MIDDLE SCHOOL READING RESPONSE, SUMMER 2026 
 
Incoming Sixth Grade: 
Please respond to each of the following comprehension questions about The Seventh Most 
Important Thing by Shelley Pearsall.  The response for each question should be a properly 
formatted paragraph. You must type your responses and use complete sentences as well as 
text evidence to support your answers. You must type your responses in double-spaced, 
Times New Roman, 12-point font. Do not submit multiple documents; instead, make sure 
all four responses are numbered and in the same document. Your answer will be graded 
based on depth of analysis as well as mechanics, spelling, and grammar. 
 

1.​ What other characters besides Mr. Hampton make a difference in Arthur’s life? How? 
2.​ Mr. Hampton took broken things in Guam after his first vision to create something 

beautiful 
from them. How is this a bigger life lesson? 

3.​ What are the Seven Most Important Things? When does each one appear in Arthur’s life? 
What else is happening in his life at those moments that might make the objects 
important for him? 

4.​ Use two of the Seven Most Important Things to make a piece of recycled artwork. 
Include a written or verbal explanation of how the creation relates to the story, and 
include a picture of your artwork in your response.  

 
Due Date for Responses: Monday, August 24 
Please email a copy of the final draft of your responses to Mrs. Trudel-Alusic at 
jennifertrudel-alusic@smeds.com by Monday, August 24, and bring a hard copy of your 
responses to class on the first day of school. 

 
 

 

mailto:jennifertrudel-alusic@smeds.com
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