
 
 

2026 Upper School Summer Reading 
 
Our Upper School faculty have each recommended a book for students to read recreationally 
during the summer months. Students should select at least one book to read before returning to 
school in August. Students should indicate which book they select here. 
 
At the beginning of the 26-27 school year, teachers will facilitate discussions about their 
selected book, and students will participate. 
 

●​ Can't Hurt Me by David Goggins - recommended by Mr. Laatsch 
●​ The Book of Alchemy by Soulieka Jaouad - recommended by Ms. Cope 
●​ The Spiritual Dimension of Hurdling by Steve McGill - recommended by Ms. Vickie and 

Mr. McGill 
●​ The Fault In Our Stars by John Green - recommended by Ms. Cadilla-Sayres 
●​ The Cobra Event by Richard Preston - recommended by Mr. Julian 
●​ The Bomber Mafia by Malcolm Gladwell - recommended by Mr. Whaley 
●​ What Kobe Left Behind by Eli Ihej - recommended by Ms. Shiley 
●​ The Hot Zone by Richard Preston - recommended by Ms. Brown 
●​ This Boy's Life by Tobias Wolff - recommended by Mr. Bishop 
●​ The Book of Lost Names by Kristin Harmel - recommended by Ms. Austin 
●​ Brave Not Perfect by Reshma Saujani - recommended by Ms. Taylor 
●​ Where You Go Is Not Who You'll Be by Frank Bruni - recommended by Ms. Barndt 
●​ Brighten the Corner Where You Are by Fred Chappell - recommended by Ms. Woods 
●​ The Road by Cormac McCarthy - recommended by Mr. Simpson 
●​ The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien - recommended by Mr. Sanders 
●​ The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien - recommended by Mr. Letourneau 
●​ The Midnight Library by Matt Haig - recommended by Ms. Kivett 
●​ The Devil's Dictionary by Ambrose Bierce - recommended by Mr. Friedline 
●​ Anne of Green Gables by L.M. Montgomery - recommended by Mr. Blake 
●​ Pride & Prejudice by Jane Austen - recommended by Ms. Hill 
●​ Orbital by Samantha Harvey - recommended by Ms. Crowe 
●​ Sabriel by Garth Nix - recommended by Mr. Thomas 
●​ Dead Men Do Tell Tales by William Maples - recommended by Ms. Williams 
●​ The World That We Knew: A Novel by Alice Hoffman - recommended by Ms. Abreu 

Gonzalez 
●​ Einstein’s Dreams by Alan Lightman - recommended by Mr. Smith 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeP19b9qRnomzSCXG0BswZZRZMA11oE8yFWFM8aWHmYA877-Q/viewform

