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Leads with Curiosity and Integrity  
 
Remarkably Bright Creatures is a popular debut novel by Shelby Van Pelt about an unlikely friendship 
between a grieving widow, Tova, and a giant Pacific octopus named Marcellus at the Sowell Bay 
Aquarium, where Tova works as a cleaner. Told from multiple perspectives, including Marcellus's, the 
story follows their bond as they help each other and a young man named Cameron find purpose, 
while uncovering a mystery surrounding Tova's son's disappearance. The book explores themes of 
loneliness, loss, family, and hope, and has been praised for its heartwarming and charming tone.  
 

Engages Inclusively  with the Community  
 
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas is a 2017 YA novel following 16-year-old Starr Carter, who 
navigates between her poor neighborhood and an upscale prep school. After witnessing the fatal 
police shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, Starr struggles with the pressure to stay silent and 
the need to speak out for justice. 
 

Navigates Challenges Strategically  
 
Ready Player One is a 2011 science fiction novel by Ernest Cline about a dystopian future where 
people escape reality in a virtual world called the OASIS, leading to a massive treasure hunt for its 
creator's fortune based on 1980s pop culture. The story follows teenager Wade Watts as he 
competes against others, including a powerful corporation, to solve the puzzles left behind by the 
OASIS's eccentric founder, James Halliday, a quest that forces him to confront the real world. The 
book is known for its deep dive into 80s nostalgia, video games, and pop culture.  
 

Leads and Collaborates with Humility  
 
The Maid by Nita Prose is a bestselling murder mystery novel about Molly Gray, a meticulous hotel 
maid who becomes the prime suspect after finding a wealthy guest dead in his room. The story 
follows Molly, who struggles with social cues, as she navigates the investigation, relying on her 
unique perspective and newfound friends to uncover the truth and clear her name. It's known for its 
unique protagonist, heartwarming elements, and being the first book in the "Molly the Maid" series.  
 
 
 
 


