
ST. JOSEPH’S ACADEMY
LITERATURE & COMPOSITION

ASSIGNMENT 1: Empowered Woman Choice Memoir

Teachers:  
Mrs. Chelsea Layton, Ms. Emma Luem, Ms. Jessica Lorenz, Mrs. Megan Mills, Mrs. Maggie Murphy

MEMOIR OPTIONS: 
The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
Becoming: Adapted for Young Readers by Michelle Obama
Becoming by Michelle Obama
Educated by Tara Westover
The Cat I Never Named by Amra Sabic-El-Rayess 
Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, A Life in Balance by Simone Biles
I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
Good for a Girl: A Woman Running in a Man’s World by Lauren Fleshman
Lab Girl by Hope Jahren
The Best We Could Do (graphic novel) by Thi Bui

Please select one book from the list below to read before the school year begins. You should choose a book from this list 
that you are interested in as you will use this book for your first essay. 

Some books discuss mature/adult content or may have graphic scenes. We urge you to discuss your book choice with your 
parent(s)/guardian(s) and read reviews of each book to ensure it is a proper fit.

ENCOURAGED ASSIGNMENT 2: Reading for Fun!

DIRECTIONS:
• Purchase a new or used unmarked copy of the book.
• Read your book.
• As you read, use post-it notes to annotate moments in the text that you related to, surprised you, confused you, 	         	

        made you happy, sad, angry, excited, etc. Also, annotate moments where you see the author being an empowered  
   woman, showing strength, or independence.
• Your reading and annotating will be the foundational material for a future essay. 

Throughout your years at St. Joseph’s Academy, you will be expected to grow in your reading stamina by reading 
independent novels. Independent novels are books that you choose to read because you are interested in them and 
want to read for fun. You will be expected to read independent novels both in and outside of class. To increase your 
reading stamina and get you ready for independent novels, we highly encourage you to read at least ONE book (you are 
welcome to read more than one) of your choice over the summer in addition to the empowered woman memoir. 

See list of book choices on the following page.

https://a.co/d/8jCJcIK
https://a.co/d/1v5vLfE
https://a.co/d/8GeN4ns
https://a.co/d/0fx1bqc
https://a.co/d/akuAA2z
https://www.amazon.com/Courage-Soar-Body-Motion-Balance/dp/031075948X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.ntjt2EcfYbCy96CU7iWz37udp90knqqnzt3lYmbav4_o9ujqSSqveMH39FxE8zrx1vlGWtBh7seAX_ygRLQ793gwpCe3_BjppmhPlrsnJKoPFu9DBoAY2OBYm9dRSYIwwGoo_WY9daSblzy_MaxAb8rVlEhlUtbeSKJi-axzunRdJRppAQnaUhQGvH3XD3P0TDEi8eZL41biBQ6M36N7ILTgnb8fjd9TskXWKbcQKQM.dB8lyg0fa7U8-qrdMbDPubLuDxlD8eKJ5DxvfgbkJO0&qid=1713972170&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Am-Malala-Education-Changed-Readers/dp/0316327913/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1Y1137R0ZPU8Z&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.nhGCNDxt8tGImC1nmhomEO3vxEchdOtfyOmXypo-uNpJK1xrQIvrE-89jbE13uM-WJ54DZ_4GrqsgaLRF1m-DisZEvud71Gta6KFNCc08MdnXoQ2SvN5F6GcSOOSWaOk3V-g8DzICH-gSM7tsVyV4jURMREq581bIz_5TpAMMmxAd--q8fXLg2Vm7mxct7XODvsfRTUZgeZeRO_HtIDcx_DSI3wlFjkmki0B4PqQHXk.R1Lk54U6XUkQ6FS2KgAF_0M3kc1UEB8oNLd2LXNyFfA&dib_tag=se&keywords=i+am+malala&qid=1713972220&s=books&sprefix=i+am+malala%2Cstripbooks%2C104&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Good-Girl-Woman-Running-World/dp/059329680X/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.wsTAP7IzhDAaYfEUXIcfGs4zKwpe3JnPhkwpGDqDljoZ8VIThZHZ-XE3BO-qXyDGIc52G_2r4-uNqmpY5rpCfpOGob6wqlSuSzUTAlsm1CTeGQ9feye5H3ZChL39TFQvxFUtkyocFYw_bQNv82opfvbgNPeuCzo9fr7hvtVfOS7mh61ALPlxrN0j8E377P6R0-quRaAX8jeuRg5KDTKcl5ICn42h1EBq7xdY-hqZskA.XGrSvtQqj95QA_yOpB1GYsO_lN31ON-145WPy84r_c8&qid=1713972117&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Lab-Girl-Hope-Jahren/dp/1101873728/ref=monarch_sidesheet
https://www.amazon.com/Best-We-Could-Do-Illustrated/dp/1419718770


ENCOURAGED ASSIGNMENT 2:

OPTIONAL ENRICHMENT BOOK CHOICES: 
Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou
Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte
Animal Farm by George Orwell
The Secret Lives of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd

If you are looking to challenge your reading stamina, improve your reading comprehension, and grow your vocabulary 
consider selecting a book from the options below to read this summer. These novels are often referenced in ACT/SAT 
questions and prompts on AP tests. If you would like to further your literary knowledge, please choose and read any of 
the selections from the list.


