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PDF copy of the novel is available online.  
 
 
 
Audio version: I believe this is chapter 1, but you can search for subsequent 
chapters on youtube. 
https://youtu.be/8t6xp9EtI7Y  
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Requirements and Instructions​
 

​ During the summer, you are expected to read the novel Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse 
Anderson. As you read, complete the Contrasts/Contradictions Chart (see below) to collect 
evidence about how the main character changes throughout the novel. After you finish the novel, 
complete the written response (prompt below).  
 

The response will be due and turned in to your ELA teacher by August 23, 2024. We will 
accept the assignments from the first day of school to August 23rd. If you have questions while 
working on this over the summer, please contact either 7th-grade ELA teachers through our 
email addresses: 

Mrs. Ellen Burrell ​ ellen.burrell@sccpss.com  
Mr. Deverell Goldson         deverell.goldson@sccpss.com 
 
In order to complete this assignment, you must understand the following: 

(Watch the videos linked if you need a refresher or more information.)​
 
RACE short response format 

●​ R: Restate the question (as a statement, not a question) 
●​ A: Answer the question  
●​ C: Cite evidence 
●​ E: Explain 

Resources: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkPbF2oxCI8 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mPnt9AFaTdc  
 
STEAL Characterization (you won’t use Effect and Looks for this assignment) 

●​ S-what the character says 
●​ T-what the character thinks 
●​ E-what effect does the character have on others 
●​ A- actions the character performs 
●​ L- how the character looks 

Resources: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03EDN7GIBLI ​
​
Notice and Note Signposts Video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PPpc4J3EXhk&feature=youtu.be​
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This video will be helpful in filling out your notes Contrasts/Contradictions Chart​
 

Assignments:  

1. Contrasts/Contradictions Chart​
As you read, take notes in this chart about how Matilda changes throughout the story because of 
the challenges she faces. Choose the best evidence from this table to use in your RACE response. 
Fill out all 5 rows, feel free to add more rows if you have more to write. ​
 

Beginning of the Book​
​
 
(Something Matilda says, thinks, or 
does before facing the challenges 
throughout the book) 

Middle/End of the Book​
 
(Something Matilda says, thinks, or 
does that contrasts/contradicts with 
what she did, said, or considered in 
the beginning)  

Notes- What does that 
mean for the character? 
How does this show 
Matilda's evolution 
throughout the novel? 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
 

  

 
2. Written Response Prompt 
Directions:  Respond thoughtfully in one to two paragraphs to the prompt below. ​
This should NOT be a 5 paragraph essay. You may either write or type your response. If you 
choose to write it, make sure your handwriting is clear.   

​
​ In the novel, Fever 1793, the main character, Matilda, experienced significant challenges 
throughout the story.  How did facing those challenges change her? Use items that Matilda  
says, thinks, or does (actions), to show evidence of how Matilda changes from the beginning of 
the story to the end. For example: What is something she said in the beginning and how does it 
compare to something she said at the end?  Use the RACE technique to respond to the prompt. 
See the rubric below.  

 



 

 
 

​
Rubric for Constructed Response (1 to 2 paragraphs) 

 
 

 



 

Your Response:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 


