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ANDRE: ANDRE LEON TALLEY--A
FABULOUSLY FASHIONABLE
FAIRY TAKE

By Carole Boston Weatherford and Rob Sanders
lllustrated by Lamont O’Neal

This biography of acclaimed journalist
Andre Leon Talley traces the roots of his
glimmering life of fashion and elegance.

CGLUTCGH TIME (SHOT CLOCK,

BOOK =2)
By Caron Butler and Justin A. Reynolds

Kofi ‘KO’ Douglas is a star within the
world of AAU basketball. But he’s in for
his hardest challenge yet when he has to
compete against his former best friend
and reconnect with his father, who is
finally getting released from prison.

DANCING WITH WATER

By Wallace Gwendolyn

Illustrated by Tonya Engel

Kit is a non-binary child who has been
joining their grandfather on water
divining expeditions ever since they
were old enough to ride in his truck. But
what happens when development makes
water harder to find than ever?

BUG ON THE BUS

By David Catrow

Bug, Bat, Hen, Cat, Pig, Pup, and Fox
are ready for a quiet, normal ride on the
bus—that is, until skunk takes a seat!
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CERNOBYL, LIFE, AND OTHER

DISASTERS: A GRAPHIC MEMIOR
By Yevgenia Nayberg

In this graphic memoir, Yevgenia
Nayberg recounts her childhood in
1980s Soviet Ukraine. An aspiring artist,
her life is turned upside down when a
nuclear plant erupts.

DAISY REWILDS

By Magaret McNamara and Kerasoet

Daisy, born with a miraculously green
thumb, plants herself in her manicured
lawn and lets wild plants take root to
prove to her neighbors the power of
conservation.

THE DICTIONARY STORY
By Oliver Jeffers
Illustrated by Sam Winston

The alphabet helps bring peace and

order to dictionary after a tantrum sends
all of her words into a jumbled mess!

EVERY HERE HAS A THERE: MOVING
CARGO BY CONTAINER SHIP

By Margo Linn

Illustrated by Brian Fitzgerald

How do goods move across the world?
Join a book on its journey from being
printed in Asia to the hand of an adoring
child.

Curated by Pittsburgh Public Schools Librarians, this Best of
Books list features recommended reads—high-quality

Students

Always i all ways

recreational books that connect to curricular themes and
content. Each title was thoughtfully selected to inspire
growth in thinking, learning, and curiosity.
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FAMILY FEAST!

By Carole Boston Weatherford
lllustrated by Frank Morrison

Love and laughter echo through the
generations in this sweet depiction of a
Black family gathering for a large meal.

FROS FADES AND BRAIDS:
A BRIEF HISTORY OF
BLACGK HAIR IN AMERIGA

By Sean Qualls

From afros to box braids, join this
journey through the cultural history of
historically Black hair styles, the people
who helped make them iconic, and the
inventive engineering that made them
all possible.

THE LOST WOMEN OF SCIENCE
BOOK SERIES

By Melina Gerosa Bellows
Illustrated by Karyn Lee

Women throughout history have been
responsible for curing disease, breaking
codes, and inventing new and novel ways
of living, yet have not received credit. This
book uncovers those who have been
waiting to have their stories told.

MAGICK HOODOO CHILD

By Amber McBride
lllustrated by Violeta Encarnacion

As summer begins, Juniper once again
revels in the rootwork and magick that
only a summer with her grandmother
can bring, as she connects with her
ancestors through the practice of
hoodoo.

JELLYFISH

By Carole Boston Weatherford
Illlustratued by Bagram Ibatoulline

features of this transparent,

spineless invertebrate.
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By Johnnie Christmas

electronics are forbidden.

By Oz Rodriguez

upside-down.

ONYX &£ BEYOND
By Amber McBride

around him.

Curated by Pittsburgh Public Schools Librarians, this Best of
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Books list features recommended reads—high-quality

recreational books that connect to curricular themes and

content. Each title was thoughtfully selected to inspire
growth in thinking, learning, and curiosity.

FOURTEEN WAYS OF LOOKINGAT

Fourteen poems depict the various

bioluminescent—and beautiful—

Camp Refresh offers a chance to enjoy
nature, fresh air, healthy food, and new
friends. But all aspiring video game
champion Max can think about when his
parents send him there is how

THE GIRL AND THE ROBOT

Mimi Perez has to hustle to support
herself after her Papi is deported.
Entering a robotics competition, and its
$50,000 prize, seems like a good bet.
Suddenly, a robot crashes to Earth from
space and turns Mimi’s whole plan

Onyx dreams of becoming an astronaut,
even as the world—from his mother’s
early-onset dementia diagnosis, the
looming threat of foster care, and the
struggle for civil rights—emerge all
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ROSE BY THE SEA

By Rebecca Rose Mooradian
lllustrated by Myo Yim

Inspired by stories from the author’s
great-grandmother, a girl narrowly
escapes the Armenian genocide and
is forced to rebuild her young life as
a U.S. immigrant.

THIS HAIR BELONGS

By JaNay Brown-Wood

lllustrated by Erin K. Robinson

Through history, natural hair has been
a place of historical, cultural, and
emotional significance for Black
people across the world. This ode
empowers children to celebrate that
heritage.

THE WEEDY GARDEN

By Margaret Renkl
Illustrated by Billy Renkl

Through a lens of patience and
observation, understand how what might
first look like just a weedy backyard
garden is actually home to a complex
ecosystem of plants and creatures.

ZERO: THE NUMBER THAT ALMOST
WASN'T

By Sarah Albee

Illustrated by Chris Hsu

Can you imagine a time before zero
existed? Learn the fascinating history of
the number that most people view as
nothing at all.

SOME OF US: A STORY OF
CITIZENSHIP AND THE UNITED
STATES

By Rajani LaRocca

lllustrated by Huy Voun Lee

How does somebody become a U.S.
citizen? And what does that word mean?
This picture book offers a precise view of
the current legal hurdles facing people as
they attempt to be recognized as a citizen.

WE ARE ONE: HOW THE WORLD
ADDS UP

By Susan Hood
lllustrated by Linda Yan

How can math generate kindness?
Learn how by exploring how counting,
fractions, and addition translate to
being with each other.

WHAT'S FOR DINNER>?
By Larysa Maliush

Caught between Wolf Rules, that states a
wolf has to eat any bunny he finds, and a
promised from a rabbit family to anyone
who brings their child home, Big Gray
Wolf doesn’t know what to do when he
suddenfly finds the bunny Bunkins in the
forest.

Curated by Pittsburgh Public Schools Librarians, this Best of
Books list features recommended reads—high-quality

Students

Always i all ways

recreational books that connect to curricular themes and
content. Each title was thoughtfully selected to inspire
growth in thinking, learning, and curiosity.




	Andre: Andre Leon Talley--a fabulously fashionable fairy take
	This biography of acclaimed journalist Andre Leon Talley traces the roots of his glimmering life of fashion and elegance.

	Cernobyl, Life, and other disasters: a graphic memior
	In this graphic memoir, Yevgenia Nayberg recounts her childhood in 1980s Soviet Ukraine. An aspiring artist, her life is turned upside down when a nuclear plant erupts.

	Clutch Time (shot clock, Book 2)
	Kofi ‘KO’ Douglas is a star within the world of AAU basketball. But he’s in for his hardest challenge yet when he has to compete against his former best friend and reconnect with his father, who is finally getting released from prison.

	daisy rewilds
	Daisy, born with a miraculously green thumb, plants herself in her manicured lawn and lets wild plants take root to prove to her neighbors the power of conservation.

	Dancing with Water
	Kit is a non-binary child who has been joining their grandfather on water divining expeditions ever since they were old enough to ride in his truck. But what happens when development makes water harder to find than ever?

	The dictionary story
	The alphabet helps bring peace and order to dictionary after a tantrum sends all of her words into a jumbled mess!

	Bug on the bus
	Bug, Bat, Hen, Cat, Pig, Pup, and Fox are ready for a quiet, normal ride on the bus—that is, until skunk takes a seat!

	Every here has a there: moving cargo by container ship
	How do goods move across the world? Join a book on its journey from being printed in Asia to the hand of an adoring child.
	Curated by Pittsburgh Public Schools Librarians, this Best of Books list features recommended reads—high‑quality recreational books that connect to curricular themes and content. Each title was thoughtfully selected to inspire growth in thinking, learning, and curiosity.


	Family Feast!
	Love and laughter echo through the generations in this sweet depiction of a Black family gathering for a large meal.

	Fourteen ways of looking at Jellyfish
	Fourteen poems depict the various features of this transparent, bioluminescent—and beautiful—spineless invertebrate.

	Fros fades and braids: a brief history of black hair in america
	From afros to box braids, join this journey through the cultural history of historically Black hair styles, the people who helped make them iconic, and the inventive engineering that made them all possible.

	gamerville
	Camp Refresh offers a chance to enjoy nature, fresh air, healthy food, and new friends. But all aspiring video game champion Max can think about when his parents send him there is how electronics are forbidden.

	The lost women of science book series
	Women throughout history have been responsible for curing disease, breaking codes, and inventing new and novel ways of living, yet have not received credit. This book uncovers those who have been waiting to have their stories told.

	The girl and the robot
	Mimi Perez has to hustle to support herself after her Papi is deported. Entering a robotics competition, and its $50,000 prize, seems like a good bet. Suddenly, a robot crashes to Earth from space and turns Mimi’s whole plan upside-down.

	Magick hoodoo child
	As summer begins, Juniper once again revels in the rootwork and magick that only a summer with her grandmother can bring, as she connects with her ancestors through the practice of hoodoo.

	onyx & beyond
	Onyx dreams of becoming an astronaut, even as the world—from his mother’s early-onset dementia diagnosis, the looming threat of foster care, and the struggle for civil rights—emerge all around him.
	Curated by Pittsburgh Public Schools Librarians, this Best of Books list features recommended reads—high‑quality recreational books that connect to curricular themes and content. Each title was thoughtfully selected to inspire growth in thinking, learning, and curiosity.


	Rose by the sea
	Inspired by stories from the author’s great-grandmother, a girl narrowly escapes the Armenian genocide and is forced to rebuild her young life as a U.S. immigrant.

	Some of us: a story of citizenship and the united states
	How does somebody become a U.S. citizen? And what does that word mean? This picture book offers a precise view of the current legal hurdles facing people as they attempt to be recognized as a citizen.

	This hair belongs
	Through history, natural hair has been a place of historical, cultural, and emotional significance for Black people across the world. This ode empowers children to celebrate that heritage.

	We are one: how the world adds up
	How can math generate kindness? Learn how by exploring how counting, fractions, and addition translate to being with each other.

	The weedy garden
	Through a lens of patience and observation, understand how what might first look like just a weedy backyard garden is actually home to a complex ecosystem of plants and creatures.

	What’s for dinner?
	Caught between Wolf Rules, that states a wolf has to eat any bunny he finds, and a promised from a rabbit family to anyone who brings their child home, Big Gray Wolf doesn’t know what to do when he suddenfly finds the bunny Bunkins in the forest.

	zero: the number that almost wasn’t
	Can you imagine a time before zero existed? Learn the fascinating history of the number that most people view as nothing at all.
	Curated by Pittsburgh Public Schools Librarians, this Best of Books list features recommended reads—high‑quality recreational books that connect to curricular themes and content. Each title was thoughtfully selected to inspire growth in thinking, learning, and curiosity.



