
 

 

The Ouachita Parish School Board met in regular session on Tuesday, April 14, 2026, at 

twelve (12:00) o’clock p.m. at its regular meeting place, the Ouachita Parish School Board 

office.  

Note: There were no comment cards completed for an agenda business item. Additionally, there 

were no remote requests for any agenda business item addressed in this meeting. 

 President Tommy Comeaux called the meeting to order as he welcomed visitors and 

guests. Presence of the following members was verified through roll call: Tommy Comeaux, 

Shere May, Mike Batey, Jerry R. Hicks, Harold McCoy, Dabo Graves, and Greg Manley; 

followed by the presentation of colors by West Monroe High JROTC, Pledge of Allegiance by 

Tommy Comeaux, and the Invocation offered by West Monroe High SSAC member Xan Nix.  

 Shere May made the motion, seconded by Mike Batey, to approve the minutes of March 

10, 2026, regular meeting as written. Motion carried without opposition. 

 Mike Batey made a motion to approve an amendment to the agenda by deleting 

Business Item #5, seconded by Dabo Graves. Motion carried by all members. Jerry Hicks made 

a motion to approve the amended agenda as written, seconded by Dabo Graves, motion carried 

unopposed.  

 During the Personnel Report, Superintendent Guice introduced Chantay Johnson as the 

next Sterlington Middle School Principal, and Annie Pitman as the next Woodlawn Elementary 

Principal. He also announced the opening of the following positions: 

Principal-Kiroli Elementary 
Assistant Principal-(2) Good Hope Middle 
Assistant Principal-Sterlington Middle 
Assistant Principal-Claiborne Elementary 
Assistant Principal-Woodlawn Elementary 
 
 Aline Smead presented the first Item of Business, Special Recognitions, by recognizing 

the Superintendent’s Student Advisory Council for their service during the 2025-2026 school 

year.  

OPHS -  Kaylea Brown 
    Harley Wroten 
RHS -     Kierrani Eury 
    Jaiden Woodard 
SHS -     Cameron Johnson 
    Andie Claire Woodhead 
WMHS - Alexandra Nix 
WOHS - Jacob Borden 
    Amberlynn Kennedy  
  
 The next Item of Business was introduced with Harold McCoy making a motion to 

consider and approve naming Richwood High School Gym in Honor of Coach Terry Martin. The 

motion was seconded by Greg Manley and carried unopposed.  

 The third Item of Business, Consider and Approve donation of a utility servitude and 

temporary construction servitude to West Ouachita Sewer District at Riser Schools was 



 

 

presented by Steven Hemphill. Jerry Hicks made a motion to approve this consideration, 

seconded by Shere May. Motion carried unanimously.  

The 4th item of business, Financial Report for February 28, 2026, was presented by 

Regina Mekus. The report includes 3 years of data for comparison. The Board discussed and 

accepted the report as presented. 

 Business Item #5 was deleted. 

 Steven Hemphill presented the 6th Item of Business, Construction/Renovation Projects 

Report. The Board discussed and accepted the report as written.  

 Harold McCoy made a motion to move Business Item #7, The Board may enter into 

Executive session to confer with counsel regarding pending litigation, to the end of the agenda, 

seconded by Dabo Graves. Motion carried unopposed.  

  Purchasing Agent Jared Peters presented the Evaluation of Bids beginning with Item #1 

15-26, EOMS Multipurpose Building with recommending the lowest responsive bidder 

Grindstone Construction for $2,064,000. Dabo Graves made a motion to approve the 

recommendation, seconded by Greg Manley. Motion carried unopposed.  

 For Item #2, 27-26, RHS Football Turf Replacement, Mr. Peters requested the board 

approve the lowest responsive bidder, Geosurfaces, in the amount of $972,500. Harold McCoy 

made a motion to approve the recommendation seconded by Dabo Graves, motion carried 

unopposed.  

 Item # 3, 31-26, Swartz Lower Window Replacement, Mr. Peters requested the board 

approve Brock Murphy Construction with the lowest responsive bid of $315,000. Dabo Graves 

made a motion to approve the recommendation, seconded by Greg Manley, motion carried 

unanimously.  

 Item # 4, 34-26, Property Sale-Burks School, no bids were received.  

 Item 5, 35-26 WMHS Riggs Street Parking Lot Addition, Jared Peters recommended the 

lowest responsive bidder, Amethyst Construction for $912,896.25. Shere May made a motion to 

approve the recommendation, seconded by Mike Batey, motion carried unopposed. 

 Item #6, 36-26 Lenwil Bathroom Renovations, Jared Peters recommended the lowest 

responsive bidder Ryan Watson Construction in the amount of $412,000. Jerry Hicks made a 

motion to approve the recommendation, seconded by Greg Manley, motion carried unopposed.  

 Item #7, 37-26 WOHS Media Room Furnishings, Jared Peters requested the board 

approve B&H Photo and Electronics with the lowest responsive bid of $116,859.81. Shere May 

made the motion to approve the recommendation, seconded by Mike Batey, motion carried 

unanimously. 

 Item #8, 38-26 Band Instruments, Mr. Peters recommended the board approve 

Sweetwater for $56,809.58 and Music and Arts for $2,444.96 as the lowest responsive bidders. 

Shere May made a motion to approve these recommendations, seconded by Mike Batey, 

motion carried unopposed.  



 

 

 Jared Peters asked Permission to Bid for 3-line items, 39-26 Property Sale-Burks 

School, RFP40-26 Professional Services related to Winter Storm Fern, 41-26 Copy Paper. Greg 

Manley made a motion to approve the permissions, seconded by Dabo Graves, motion carried 

unopposed.  

 Business Item # 7, Greg Manley made a motion for the Board to enter into Executive 

Session to confer with counsel regarding pending litigation. The motion was seconded by Mike 

Batey and carried without opposition through roll call vote. The Board retreated to Executive 

Session at 12:35 p.m. and returned from session at 12:47 p.m. Harold McCoy made a motion to 

return to regular session seconded by Dabo Graves. The motion carried unanimously.  

 Greg Manley made a motion to follow Counsel Recommendation regarding the pending 

litigation, seconded by Dabo Graves, motion carried unanimously.  

 In the President’s Report, Mr. Comeaux stated the next meeting would be May 12, 2026. 

 In the Superintendent’s Report, Mr. Guice reported OPSB High School represented a 

little over 60% of the 247 seniors honored at the 2026 Scholars Banquet on April 13, 2026. He 

informed the Board State testing will begin in full force as we move through the remainder of 

April and into May. He reminded everyone of the OPSB Job Fair coming up on April 28th from 

2:00 to 7:00 at the WM Sports & Events Center. Mr. Guice announced the Focus on Education 

Luncheon at the West Monroe Convention Center on April 29th. He also congratulated Board 

Member Jerry Hicks for being recognized at the LSBA Annual Convention for his 32 years of 

service on the OPSB Board.  

 There being no further business, Greg Manley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 

Harold McCoy. Motion carried and adjourned at 12:51p.m. 
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