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Who may attend?   Any student (from any school) of appropriate age for the camps may enroll. 

• Stardust Camps are for students entering grades K-2 

• Comet Camps are for students entering grades 3-5 

• Asteroid Camps are for students entering grades 6-9 

Where are the camps held? Countryside School, 4301 W. Kirby Avenue, Champaign, IL 

When are the camps held? Week-long camps run from June 1 – July 3.  
Note: No camp on June 19th in honor of the Juneteenth federal holiday. 

Morning Camp only 8:45 a.m. – 12:25 p.m. each day with drop off as early as 8:30 
Afternoon Camp only  12:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Full Day Camp - registered for both a morning camp & an afternoon camp 
 8:45 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. each day with drop off as early as 8:30  
Additional supervision available  
7:45 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. and/or 4:30 p.m. – 5:15 p.m. for an additional fee 
 

A morning minicamp for Countryside incoming kindergarteners is offered the week of June 1. 

What does it cost? 

 June 8-12 June 15-18 June 22- 26 June 29- July 3 

half day $240 $192 $240 $240 

full day $430 $334 $430 $430 

 
How do I register?  

• On February 2, 2026, at 6pm the SignUpGenius link will go live. Enrollment will occur separately for each 
age group. It is recommended to start with your youngest child’s camps first, as those tend to fill first.  

• After you have received your confirmation, payment will be due at the end of business the following day. 
If you are not local, please alert the camp director that your payment is in the mail, postmarked the end 
of business the following day.  

• Once on the roster and your payment is received, we will send the official registration forms. If a camp is 
full, you will be put on the waitlist and contacted if a spot becomes available. 

• Please do not register for multiple camps occurring at the same time for the same child. If you register the 
same child for two concurrent camps both registrations will be canceled. 

Refunds:  

• Families will receive a refund if a camp is canceled by the school.  

• You will receive a full refund if you notify Countryside at least 60 days prior to the beginning of the camp 
that you must cancel or a half refund if you notify Countryside at least 30 days prior to the beginning of 
the camp that you must cancel. No refunds will be given within 30 days of the beginning of that camp that 
you must cancel. 

What does my student need to bring?  

• A water bottle, your own snacks for mid-morning and/or mid-afternoon break, and lunch  

Questions?  
Call the school 217.355.1253 or email our Camp Director, Eileen Guest guest@countrysideschool.org 

mailto:guest@countrysideschool.org


 

 

 
 
Registration information for this camp will go out to accepted and committed kindergarten 
applicants in March. 
 
 

 
Mini Camp offered June 1-5: incoming Countryside kindergarteners 
 

Ready, Set, Grow in KinderGARDEN! – morning camp 
Dates: June 1-5, M-F 
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
Ages: accepted and committed incoming Countryside 
Kindergarteners 
Max Enrollment: 14 
Instructor: Ashley Whitley 
Cost: $200 
 
Get ready to grow in kinderGARDEN, and come join your 

Countryside kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Whitley, for a fun and interactive week of gardening 
themed activities! We will get to plant flowers, decorate flowerpots and birdhouses, and more!  
 
In addition to this being a fun summer camp for your soon-to-be kindergartener, it also offers 
them a special opportunity to get to know their teacher, classmates, classroom, and school 
before the school year even begins. It is also a great way for kindergarten parents to meet and 
exchange information, if they like, for playdates with fellow kindergarten classmates 
throughout the summer. 
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Stardust Camps - entering K – 2nd grade 
 

 

Daily Schedule: 
Morning Camp 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m.  Opening ceremonies - silly games and age-group competitions to build friendships 
9:00 a.m. – noon  Morning camp - campers will bring mid-morning snack from home  
Noon – 12:25 p.m.  Supervised lunch - campers will bring lunch from home 
12:25 p.m.  Pick-up for campers only attending the morning camp 
 
Full day campers will enjoy lunch from 12:00 – 12:25 p.m., outside recess from 12:25 – 12:45, and indoor 
recess from 12:45 – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Afternoon Camp 
12:45 – 1:00 p.m.  Afternoon arrival and supervised indoor recess 
1:00 – 1:15 p.m.  Mid-day ceremony – silly games and age-group competitions to build friendships 
1:15 – 4:15 p.m.  Afternoon camp - campers will bring mid-afternoon snack from home  
4:15 – 4:30 p.m.  Closing ceremony 
 
Extended Day options (for an extra fee) 
7:45 – 8:30 a.m. 
4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 
 

 
 

 

Camps offered June 8-12 
 

Creepy Crawly Week - morning camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10 
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
We will explore the world of insects, arachnids and other creatures 

that live under our feet. Each day we will highlight a different group of invertebrates to inspire 
our daily adventures. Highlights include butterfly metamorphosis, worm adventures, super 
slimy slugs, and each day will include an insect inspired snack. So come along as we turn over 
some rocks, look at the trees, and see what we can see flying around Countryside School! 
 
 



 

STEM Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 
8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Michelle Mitchell  
 

STEM Camp is an exciting, hands-on adventure for K-2nd graders that blends science, 
technology, engineering, math, literature, and art into one interactive learning experience. 
Through fun experiments, creative projects, games, and engaging storybooks, children will be 
exposed to STEM concepts that foster creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. 
Each week will be different, so this camp is repeat-friendly. 
 
 
 

Adventure Theater - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Donna Warwick  

 
If you like time machines, being lost… and found again, or portals to other worlds, this camp is 
for you. But even if you don’t, there can be problems when our pet birds get bigger than we are 
and take us and the kids we are babysitting way too far from home. We may ice skate down a 
river and find a fairyland with a stained-glass tree house. You choose the adventure, and we will 
provide the costumes. Tell your family that wherever we go we will always be home for dinner!  
 
Come join the drama, improv, creative movement, and magical moments of Adventure Theatre. 
This camp is different each week and is repeat-friendly. 
 
 
 

Oh, the Values You’ll Learn! – A Dr. Seuss Adventure Camp - 
afternoon camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Gloria Arizaga  
 
Step into the wacky, wonderful world of Dr. Seuss! Each day, 

children will discover a new story that teaches kindness, respect, perseverance, fairness, and 
self-acceptance, all while creating, singing, and laughing their way through Seussville.  
 



 

Camps offered June 15-18 (No Camp June 19) 
 

STEM Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19)  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Michelle Mitchell  
 

STEM Camp is an exciting, hands-on adventure for K-2nd graders that blends science, 
technology, engineering, math, literature, and art into one interactive learning experience. 
Through fun experiments, creative projects, games, and engaging storybooks, children will be 
exposed to STEM concepts that foster creativity, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills. 
Each week will be different, so this camp is repeat-friendly. 
 
 

Adventure Theater – morning camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19) 
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Donna Warwick  

 
If you like time machines, being lost… and found again, or portals to other worlds, this camp is 
for you. But even if you don’t, there can be problems when our pet birds get bigger than we are 
and take us and the kids we are babysitting way too far from home. We may ice skate down a 
river and find a fairyland with a stained-glass tree house. You choose the adventure, and we will 
provide the costumes. Tell your family that wherever we go we will always be home for dinner!  
 
Come join the drama, improv, creative movement, and magical moments of Adventure Theatre. 
This camp is different each week and is repeat-friendly. 
 
 

Rising Aces: Introduction to Tennis Fun! - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19) 
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Ian Yao  
 
Serve up an amazing summer! Our K-2 Tennis Camp introduces our 
young athletes to the sport through a blend of energy-filled 

activities, fun mini-games, and engaging drills. Using age-appropriate equipment, campers will 
learn the basics of teamwork, swing mechanics, and coordination. With an encouraging 
coaching staff, our focus is on building confidence and creating a love for the game over 
competition. This camp is a perfect way for new players to start their tennis journey! 



 

Mythical Creatures - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19)  
Time: 12:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10 
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
Do you believe in Bigfoot? Do you want to braid the hair of a 
unicorn and watch it sparkle? Are you wishing you could train a pet 

dragon? Magical creatures have been a part of every culture throughout history, so come along 
as we explore their world! We will learn the myths behind the creatures and have some fun as 
we celebrate the wide world of Cryptids.  
 
 
 
 

Camps offered June 22-26 
 

Art Exploration - morning camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10 
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
Come and spend the week getting creative as we dive into the wide 

world of art! We will learn and discuss popular artists, using their work to inspire art that we 
make and explore the variety of styles and mediums that they used. We will incorporate 
different paints, clay, yarn, and even simple paper as we take some time and see what we can 
create. 
 
 
 

STEM Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Michelle Mitchell  
 
STEM Camp is an exciting, hands-on adventure for K-2nd graders 

that blends science, technology, engineering, math, literature, and art into one interactive 
learning experience. Through fun experiments, creative projects, games, and engaging 
storybooks, children will be exposed to STEM concepts that foster creativity, critical thinking, 
and problem-solving skills. Each week will be different, so this camp is repeat-friendly. 
 



 

Adventure Theater - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Donna Warwick  

 
If you like time machines, being lost… and found again, or portals to other worlds, this camp is 
for you. But even if you don’t, there can be problems when our pet birds get bigger than we are 
and take us and the kids we are babysitting way too far from home. We may ice skate down a 
river and find a fairyland with a stained-glass tree house. You choose the adventure, and we will 
provide the costumes. Tell your family that wherever we go we will always be home for dinner!  
 
Come join the drama, improv, creative movement, and magical moments of Adventure Theatre. 
This camp is different each week and is repeat-friendly. 
 
 
 
 

Sweet Life Origami - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Eileen Chen  

This summer, we are creating a unique program called Life Origami. I want students to see that 
Sweet Life Origami helps students see that origami is not just folding paper—it is connected to 
daily life, creativity, and culture. Throughout the week, students will explore origami using 
many different materials, including origami paper, paper towels, restaurant napkins, and bath 
towels. Students will learn that origami can be done anywhere and with everyday materials. 

Students will create origami projects related to daily life, toy making, party activities, and 
handcrafts. We will also explore food-safe materials, such as pasta skins, and introduce how 
origami techniques can be applied in creative and practical ways. 

A special highlight of the camp is learning how origami connects to Japanese culture through 
sweet-making and presentation. On the final day, students will host a fun and formal tea party 
using their origami creations. Families are warmly invited to join us and celebrate the students’ 
creativity and learning. 

 

 
 
 



 

Camps offered June 29-July 3 
 

Mickey’s Clubhouse - morning camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10 
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
Come and have fun with all things related to Disney. We will spend 
each day diving into one of the many Disney universes including 
Marvel, Star Wars, Pixar and classic Disney. We will use the many 

fun characters as inspiration to play games, create and work together to create a fun Disney 
experience right here at Countryside. So put on your mouse ears and join the fun! 
 
 

Games (And More!) Around the World Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 8 
Instructor: Isaac Sulkin  
 
Come play with us as we discover games, crafts, music, and more from 
around the world. Each day our adventures will take us to a new country. 
Imagine making your own ddakji (a South Korean children’s game played 

with folded paper squares), dancing to Ethiopian music, or playing the French ball game pétanque while 
snacking on a croissant! Join us for a week of fun activities with new friends. 
 
 

 
Adventure Theater - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Donna Warwick  

 
If you like time machines, being lost… and found again, or portals to other worlds, this camp is 
for you. But even if you don’t, there can be problems when our pet birds get bigger than we are 
and take us and the kids we are babysitting way too far from home. We may ice skate down a 
river and find a fairyland with a stained-glass tree house. You choose the adventure, and we will 
provide the costumes. Tell your family that wherever we go we will always be home for dinner! 
Come join the drama, improv, creative movement, and magical moments of Adventure Theatre. 
This camp is different each week and is repeat-friendly. 
 



 

Planes, Trains, and Automobiles - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades K-2  
Max enrollment: 8  
Instructor: Isaac Sulkin  
 
Are you a fan of things that move? Come “transport” yourself to a 
fun week of camp! We will have a blast learning about different 

forms of transportation, from flying paper airplanes to racing model boats to making our own 
Lego cars. We’ll also read stories, sing songs, and play games about ways to get around. Buckle 
your seatbelt and join in the fun! 
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Comet Camps – entering 3rd – 5th grade 
 

 

Daily Schedule: 
Morning Camp 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m.  Opening ceremonies - silly games and age-group competitions to build friendships 
9:00 a.m. – noon  Morning camp - campers will bring mid-morning snack from home  
Noon – 12:25 p.m.  Supervised lunch - campers will bring lunch from home 
12:25 p.m.  Pick-up for campers only attending the morning camp 
 
Full day campers will enjoy lunch from 12:00 – 12:25 p.m., outside recess from 12:25 – 12:45, and indoor 
recess from 12:45 – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Afternoon Camp 
12:45 – 1:00 p.m.  Afternoon arrival and supervised indoor recess 
1:00 – 1:15 p.m.  Mid-day ceremony – silly games and age-group competitions to build friendships 
1:15 – 4:15 p.m.  Afternoon camp - campers will bring mid-afternoon snack from home  
4:15 – 4:30 p.m.  Closing ceremony 
 
Extended Day options (for an extra fee) 
7:45 – 8:30 a.m. 
4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 
 

 

 

Camps offered June 8-12 
 

Skit City - morning camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 15 
Instructor: Donna Warwick 
 
Every day in this camp we have a new inspiring prompt that inspires 
a group skit. For example, the first day is called, “The Costumes Tell 

the Story”, On that day you will choose a costume from my collection and your skit group will 
have to write a play where you and everyone else must fit into the whole story. On other days, 
the props will tell the story, the set will tell the story, and so on. The challenges make the plays 
exciting or humorous or unusual but most of all they all will be original! Come write, act, create 
and have fun in our Skit City Camp! This camp is repeat-friendly. 
 



 

Art Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 12 
Instructor: Jeramie Truax  
 
Have you ever splattered painted or painted a canvas outside? Be 
ready to explore and be creative in this hands-on art camp designed 
to extend outside of the normal art room walls. This camp will 

explore different materials from drawing, colored pencils, oil pastels and paint. We will create 
at least one 3- D project too!! Come see what kind of masterpieces you can create this summer! 
This camp is repeat-friendly! 
 
 
 

Creepy Crawly Week - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 15  
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
We will explore the world of insects, arachnids and other creatures 
that live under our feet. Each day we will highlight a different group 

of invertebrates to inspire our daily adventures. Highlights include butterfly metamorphosis, 
worm adventures, super slimy slugs, and each day will include an insect inspired snack. So come 
along as we turn over some rocks, look at the trees and see what we can see flying around 
Countryside school! 
 
 
 

Hotshots Basketball Camp - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Preston Bollman  
 
This fun and exciting camp is designed for kids in 3rd to 5th grade 

who are eager to improve their basketball skills, have fun, and make new friends. Whether 
you're a beginner or have some experience, our camp is perfect for all skill levels. Campers will 
spend their days learning the fundamentals of basketball including shooting, dribbling, passing, 
defense, and teamwork. Each day will feature skill-building drills, fun games, and friendly 
competition. Campers should plan to wear sneakers and comfortable clothes. 
 



 

Camps offered June 15-18 (No Camp June 19) 
 

Put on a Musical Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 15-26, M-F (No camp June 19)  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-9  
Max enrollment: 30 
Instructor/Director: Jaclyn Loewenstein & guest staff  
 
For students who love to sing, act and dance, this camp is your 

opportunity to take the stage! Join the fun as we rehearse and perform a one-act musical (title 
TBA) with featured roles for everyone. This camp is designed for enthusiastic, motivated 
theatre students with previous training/experience in musical theatre. (Typically, musicals like 
this are rehearsed upwards of 6 weeks. Since we condense rehearsals into 2 weeks, instructor 
approval is required before registering for the camp to ensure it will be a good fit.)  
 
This camp requires registration and payment through Countryside School and a secondary 
registration through Class Act: www.classactchampaign.com. Email 
director@classactchampaign.com to schedule an audition prior to camp sign up in February or 
for instructor approval. Our musical will be performed for family and friends on Friday, June 26 
at 11 a.m. and in the evening. 
 
 

Mythical Creatures Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19)  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 15  
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
Do you believe in Bigfoot? Do you want to braid the hair of a 
unicorn and watch it sparkle? Are you wishing you could train a pet 
dragon? Magical creatures have been a part of every culture 

throughout history, so come along as we explore their world! We will learn the myths behind 
the creatures and have some fun as we celebrate the wide world of Cryptids. 
 
 

Skit City - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19) 
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 15  
Instructor: Donna Warwick  
 
Every day in this camp we have a new inspiring prompt that inspires 
a group skit. For example, the first day is called, “The Costumes Tell 



 

the Story”, On that day you will choose a costume from my collection and your skit group will 
have to write a play where you and everyone else must fit into the whole story. On other days, 
the props will tell the story, the set will tell the story, and so on. The challenges make the plays 
exciting or humorous or unusual but most of all they all will be original! Come write, act, create 
and have fun in our Skit City Camp! This camp is repeat-friendly. 
 

 
Paper and Cardboard Shop - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19) 
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Gloria Arizaga  
 
Get ready to cut, fold, paint, and invent in this hands-
on camp where both paper and cardboard are star materials! 

Students will explore structure, texture, and creativity as they design functional and artistic 
projects: piñatas, jewelry boxes, masks, toys and sculptures.  This camp is perfect for kids who 
want to build, experiment, and express themselves through art. 
 
 
 
 

Camps offered June 22-26 
 

Put on a Musical Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 15-26, M-F (No camp June 19) 
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-9  
Max enrollment: 30  
Instructor/Director: Jaclyn Loewenstein & guest staff 
 
Please see description from Week 2 (June 15-18) as it is a two-week 
camp 

 
Coach Trent’s Camp: Game On! - morning camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30   
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 12  
Instructor: Trent Chassy  
 
Join Coach Trent for a camp where fun and friendly competition 
takes center stage! Campers will master pool, cornhole, and a 
variety of exciting yard games. 

 



 

Art Exploration - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 15 
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
Come and spend the week getting creative as we dive into the wide 

world of art! We will learn and discuss popular artists, using their work to inspire art that we 
make and explore the variety of styles and mediums that they used. We will incorporate 
different paints, clay, yarn, and even simple paper as we take some time and see what we can 
create. 
 
 

Cardboard Kingdom (A Board Games Camp) - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 12  
Instructor: Preston Bollman  
 
The Cardboard Kingdom is the perfect blend of fun, strategy, and 
learning! Campers will spend their days exploring a mix of classic 
board games, along with engaging educational games that connect 

to school subjects such as math, reading, science, and problem-solving. Through friendly 
competition, teamwork, and creative challenges, campers will strengthen critical thinking, 
communication, and decision-making skills — all while having a blast. 
 
 
 

Camps offered June 29-July 3 
 

Sweet Shop Makers Camp- morning camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 13  
Instructor: Eileen Chen  

Sweet Shop Makers invites students to become young 
entrepreneurs and designers as they plan, design, and “run” their 

own dessert stand. This hands-on summer camp blends creativity, teamwork, basic math, 
communication, and cultural awareness in a fun and age-appropriate way. 

Students will participate in a local field trip to visit and interview staff at a dessert shop. This 
real-world experience helps students understand how a dessert business works and how their 



 

ideas connect to everyday life. Throughout the week, students will learn how a dessert stand 
operates—from choosing products and designing menus to pricing and practicing customer 
interaction. They will create a variety of desserts, such as cupcakes, cookies, decorative tarts, 
and creative cakes, while exploring basic decorating techniques and design concepts. 

On the final day, students will “open” their dessert stand and develop simple marketing ideas 
based on their shop theme and name. Students will proudly present their work using dessert 
prototypes, menus, signage, packaging designs, and role-play demonstrations. This camp 
encourages creativity, confidence, and teamwork while providing students with a meaningful 
and joyful learning experience. 

 
Art Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 29 – July 3, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 
8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 12 
Instructor: Jeramie Truax  
 
Have you ever splattered painted or painted a canvas outside? Be 

ready to explore and be creative in this hands-on art camp designed to extend outside of the 
normal art room walls. This camp will explore different materials from drawing, colored pencils, 
oil pastels and paint. We will create at least one 3- D project too!! Come see what kind of 
masterpieces you can create this summer! This camp is repeat friendly! 
 
 
 

Kids in Motion Camp - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m. 
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Preston Bollman  
 

Get ready to move, play, and have fun! Our PE Adventure Camp is designed for students in 
grades 3–5 who love being active and trying new things. Throughout the camp, participants will 
explore a variety of physical activities- from team sports and group games to fitness challenges 
and skill-building stations. Campers will build confidence, improve coordination, and learn the 
importance of teamwork and sportsmanship – all in a supportive, encouraging environment. 
Whether your child is competitive, creative, or just looking to have fun with friends, this camp 
offers something for everyone. Join us for a week full of energy, laughter, and unforgettable PE 
adventures! Campers should plan to wear sneakers and comfortable clothes. 
 
 
 



 

 
Mickey’s Clubhouse - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m. 
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 15 
Instructor: Mickey Gilbert  
 
Come and have fun with all things related to Disney. We will spend 
each day diving into one of the many Disney universes including 

Marvel, Star Wars, Pixar and classic Disney. We will use the many fun characters as inspiration 
to play games, create and work together to create a fun Disney experience right here at 
Countryside. So put on your mouse ears and join the fun! 
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Asteroid Camps - entering 6th – 9th grade 

Daily Schedule: 
Morning Camp 
8:45 – 9:00 a.m.  Opening ceremonies - silly games and age-group competitions to build friendships 
9:00 a.m. – noon Morning camp - campers will bring mid-morning snack from home  
Noon – 12:25 p.m. Supervised lunch - campers will bring lunch from home 
12:25 p.m.  Pick-up for campers only attending the morning camp 

Full day campers will enjoy lunch from 12:00 – 12:25 p.m., outside recess from 12:25 – 12:45, and indoor 
recess from 12:45 – 1:00 p.m. 

Afternoon Camp 
12:45 – 1:00 p.m. Afternoon arrival and supervised indoor recess 
1:00 – 1:15 p.m.  Mid-day ceremony – silly games and age-group competitions to build friendships 
1:15 – 4:15 p.m.  Afternoon camp - campers will bring mid-afternoon snack from home  
4:15 – 4:30 p.m.  Closing ceremony 

Extended Day options (for an extra fee) 
7:45 – 8:30 a.m. 
4:30 – 5:15 p.m. 

Camps offered June 8-12 

Coach Trent’s Basketball Bootcamp- morning camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30 
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12 
Instructor: Trent Chassy 

Elevate your game at our Basketball Skills Camp! Designed for players 
of all levels, this camp focuses on improving fundamentals like shooting, dribbling, defense, and 
court awareness through expert coaching and hands-on drills. Join us for a fun, high-energy 
environment that builds skills, confidence, and a love for the game. Campers should plan to 
wear sneakers and comfortable clothes. 



Personal Finance for Middle Schoolers - morning camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30 
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12 
Instructor: Gloria Arizaga  

Unlock the life skills of financial literacy! In this hands-on camp, students learn the value of 
money, how it is earned, and how to make smart spending and saving decisions. Through 
interactive games, goal-setting activities, and personal budgeting projects, campers discover 
the difference between needs and wants, plan for short- and long-term goals, and develop 
critical thinking skills for future financial choices. 

Coach Trent’s Time Travels: The Age of Myth and Legend - 
afternoon camp  
Dates: June 8-12, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12  
Instructor: Trent Chassy  

Take a trip back to the beginning of European civilization. This week, we’ll travel through 
roughly 3000 years and even more miles through Greece and Rome, meeting gods, heroes, 
scholars, and conquerors along the way. From the heights of Olympus to the trials of Socrates 
and the escape of Aeneas to crossing the Rubicon, campers will step into ancient history. 
Throughout the week, we’ll act out myths, hold a mock trial of Socrates, play Roman-style 
games and races, and even try simple ancient-inspired cooking projects. 

Camps offered June 15-18 (No Camp June 19) 

Put on a Musical Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 15-26, M-F (No camp June 19)  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30 
Ages: entering grades 3-9  
Max enrollment: 30 
Instructor/Director: Jaclyn Loewenstein & guest staff  

For students who love to sing, act and dance, this camp is your 
opportunity to take the stage! Join the fun as we rehearse and perform a one-act musical (title 
TBA) with featured roles for everyone. This camp is designed for enthusiastic, motivated 
theatre students with previous training/experience in musical theatre. (Typically, musicals like 



this are rehearsed upwards of 6 weeks. Since we condense rehearsals into 2 weeks, instructor 
approval is required before registering for the camp to ensure it will be a good fit.)  

Please note: This camp requires registration and payment through Countryside School and a 
secondary registration through Class Act: www.classactchampaign.com. Email 
director@classactchampaign.com to schedule an audition prior to camp sign up in February or 
for instructor approval. Our musical will be performed for family and friends on Friday, June 26 
at 11 a.m. and in the evening. 

Coach Trent’s Summer Olympics - morning camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19)  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30 
Ages: entering grades 3-5  
Max enrollment: 12  
Instructor: Trent Chassy  

Join Coach Trent for a high-energy week of outdoor competition and classic camp fun! Each day 
features a mix of summer camp and Olympic-style events like kickball, handball, track & field 
challenges, and more. Get ready for a week of movement, medals, and unforgettable summer 
memories! 

Coach Trent’s Time Travels: The Ages of Vikings and Knights – 
afternoon camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19) 
Time: 12:45 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12  
Instructor: Trent Chassy  

Travel to the dark and broken yet magical and curious world of 
medieval Europe. Through this week, we will travel roughly 1000 years and many more miles, 
meeting Vikings, knights, and many more along the way. Campers will step into the Dark Ages 
and come out through the Renaissance. We’ll craft Viking and knight shields with unique crests, 
act out legends and sagas, and take part in hands-on medieval challenges and games. 



 

The Cardboard Kingdom (A Board Games Camp) - afternoon camp  
Dates: June 15-18, M-Th (No camp June 19) 
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12  
Instructor: Preston Bollman  
 
The Cardboard Kingdom is the perfect blend of fun, strategy, and 
learning! Campers will spend their days exploring a mix of classic 
board games, along with engaging educational games that connect 

to school subjects such as math, reading, science, and problem-solving. Through friendly 
competition, teamwork, and creative challenges, campers will strengthen critical thinking, 
communication, and decision-making skills — all while having a blast. 
 
 
 

Camps offered June 22-26 
 

Put on a Musical Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 15-26, M-F (No camp June 19) 
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30  
Ages: entering grades 3-9  
Max enrollment: 30 
Instructor/Director: Jaclyn Loewenstein & guest staff 
 
Please see description from Week 2 (June 15-18) as it is a two-week 
camp. 

 
 
D&D Bootcamp and Players’ Table - morning camp  
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30   
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 10  
Instructor: Chris Antonsen and Gavin Sheppard 

 
Dungeons & Dragons offers an exciting way to enjoy extended tabletop role-playing 
entertainment that requires ingenuity, vision, planning, compromise, and creative problem-
solving in a fantasy realm filled with friends, fiends, and monsters. This camp welcomes new 
players and experienced campaign runners.  
 
It’s open to campers with or without D&D experience. New players will learn the basics and get 
playing quickly with a seasoned guide; experienced players will enjoy a dedicated space in 
which to run one or more campaigns. Admissions will seek to balance new and experienced 
players. When signing up, please characterize the camper’s D&D experience as Brand New, Has 
Played, or Experienced as DM (facilitator). 



Coach Trent’s Camp Game On - afternoon camp 
Dates: June 22-26, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m.  
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12 
Instructor: Trent Chassy  

Join Coach Trent for a camp where fun and friendly competition 
takes center stage! Campers will master pool, cornhole, and a 
variety of exciting yard games. 

Camps offered June 29-July 3 

Footprints Camp - morning camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop-off as early as 8:30 
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 8  
Instructor: Chris Antonsen  

This camp is return-camper friendly but may include one or more 
stops visited in the past several years. We will hit the road by foot 
and MTD bus to check out cool things in Champaign-Urbana and 
practice using a fantastic public transportation system. Our five-

morning trek will send us digging into local history, wondering at architecture, finding the local 
arts scene, visiting cool institutions and businesses, and getting to know our town even better. 

Students should be ready to hit the road no matter what the weather is - a little rain will not 
stall our adventure. (We will visit one special restaurant for a late breakfast or early lunch 
together. Campers will need to bring $10-15 on that day.) Campers can plan to be dropped off 
at Countryside and be transported by Countryside staff to the bus stop or meet directly at the 
bus stop, details to be provided later. 



Coach Trent’s Basketball Bootcamp - morning camp  
Dates: June 29 – July 3, M-F  
Time: 8:45 a.m. - 12:25 p.m. each day, with drop off as early as 8:30 
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12 
Instructor: Trent Chassy  

Elevate your game at our Basketball Skills Camp! Designed for players 
of all levels, this camp focuses on improving fundamentals like 

shooting, dribbling, defense, and court awareness through expert coaching and hands-on drills. 
Join us for a fun, high-energy environment that builds skills, confidence, and a love for the 
game. Campers should plan to wear sneakers and comfortable clothes. Repeat campers can 
expect more focused attention to details and a great workout. 

Coach Trent’s Time Travels: Revolution, War, and Football - 
afternoon camp  
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m. 
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 12  
Instructor: Trent Chassy  

Take a trip to the beginning of the end of history: modernity, where 
the only constant is change. Through this week, we will travel roughly 500 years and many 
more miles, meeting kings, emperors, presidents, and commissioners along the way. Campers 
will take part in building the world we know today. Activities include making pamphlets, 
creating over-the-top royal titles, and, of course, playing some soccer. 

Fold, Design, and Sell: Dessert Studio - afternoon camp 
Dates: June 29 - July 3, M-F  
Time: 12:45 - 4:30 p.m. 
Ages: entering grades 6-9  
Max enrollment: 15 
Instructor: Eileen Chen  

Dessert studio camp builds on the skills and experiences students 
have developed in previous camps. Students combine origami 
design, dessert creation, and business thinking to develop a more 



 

advanced, hands-on dessert stand project. The program allows students to deepen what they 
already know while applying their creativity in new and more meaningful ways. 

Students explore how origami principles extend beyond paper by working with origami paper, 
napkins, packaging materials, and food-safe items to design dessert presentation, packaging, 
and visual displays. Throughout the program, students create desserts such as cupcakes, 
cookies, decorative tarts, and creative cakes while focusing on aesthetics, structure, and 
presentation. 

Students also plan a complete dessert stand by refining a shop theme, menu, pricing, branding, 
and customer experience. Origami techniques are applied to packaging, signage, and decorative 
elements, and students practice basic marketing strategies and professional communication 
through role-play. 

On the final day, students present their dessert stand through dessert prototypes, origami 
packaging, visual displays, and a short business pitch, strengthening creativity, confidence, and 
real-world design and problem-solving skills. 

  




