
 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

This spring, your child will participate in New Jersey’s statewide assessments. These 
state-required tests provide one important way to understand how well students are 
learning grade‑level skills in English, math, and science. 

Depending on their grade level, your child may participate in one or more of the 
following tests: 

●​ New Jersey Student Learning Assessments – Adaptive (NJSLA‑A) for ELA and 
Mathematics(Grades 3-8) 

●​ New Jersey Student Learning Assessments – Science (NJSLA‑S) (Grades 5 and 8) 

All of New Jersey’s statewide assessments are based on the New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards (NJSLS), which describe what students should know and be able to 
do at each grade level. While the state test may look a little different this year, it still 
measures whether students are learning skills and knowledge expected for their grade.  

Purpose of Statewide Assessments 

Students take different kinds of tests during the school year, and each type of test 
serves a different purpose. New Jersey’s statewide assessments are one important 
way to show families and communities how well students, schools, and districts are 
meeting the New Jersey Student Learning Standards, which describe what students 
should know and be able to do at each grade level. 
 
These results provide schools with valuable insight into students’ progress and help 
educators refine instruction when needed to strengthen learning. They allow teachers 
and school leaders to see how students grow from year to year, and to ensure all 
students have access to strong, grade‑level instruction. This information also helps 
districts confirm their curriculum matches the state standards. Overall, statewide tests 
give families and schools an understanding of how students are growing and where 
support may be needed so every child can succeed. 
 

About the ELA and Math Tests (NJGPA‑A and NJSLA‑A) 

This spring, for the first time, statewide tests in English and math (NJGPA‑A and 
NJSLA‑A) will be computer‑adaptive. As your child answers questions, the test adjusts 
in real time. If a question is answered correctly, the next one may be slightly more 
challenging. If your child struggles, the test may provide a question that is less difficult. 
This helps the assessment “zero in” on your child’s understanding more precisely.  

 



 

 

 

 

Every student receives a different mix of questions, but all questions are reviewed 
together to measure the same grade-level standards and skills. Adaptive tests do not 
change what students are expected to know; they simply help measure those skills 
more accurately. 

District Testing Schedule 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

May 4 
Tighe 5 and 8  
Science Units 1-2 
5th Gr: 90 min  
8th gr: 90 min 

May 5 
Tighe 5 and 8  
Science Units 3-4 
5th Gr: 90 min  
8th gr: 90 min 

May 6 
Make Up Testing 

May 7 
Make Up Testing 

May 8 
Make Up Testing 

Ross 3-4   
ELA Session 1  
75 min  
 
 

Ross 3-4  
ELA Session 2  
75 min  
 
 

Ross 3-4  
Writing  
90 min 
 

May 11 
Ross 3-4  
Math Session 1  
75 min 
 

May 12 
Ross 3-4  
Math Session 2  
75 min 

May 13 
Make Up Testing 

May 14 
Make Up Testing 

May 15 
Make Up Testing 

Tighe 5-8  
ELA Session 1  
75 min 
 

Tighe 5-8  
ELA Session 2 
75 min 
 

Tighe 5-8  
Writing  
90 min 
 

May 18 
Tighe 5-8   
Math Session 1: 75 
min  
Alg/Geo Session 1:  
75 min 

May 19 
Tighe Gr 5-8   
Math Session 2: 75 
min  
Alg/Geo Session 2:  
75 min 

May 20 
Make-up testing will 
continue up until 
May 29th, if 
necessary.  

May 21 
Make-up testing will 
continue up until 
May 29th, if 
necessary.  

May 22 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Both the NJSLA-A and NJGPA-A consist of three (3) units; ELA-Reading, ELA-Writing, 
and Mathematics. 

Unit Testing Times (NJGPA‑A & NJSLA‑A) 

Unit Session 1 Testing 
Time (minutes) 

Session 2 Testing 
Time (minutes) 

Total Test Time 
(minutes) 

ELA-Reading 75 75 150 

ELA-Writing 90 N/A 90 

Mathematics 75 75 150 

 
About the Science Test (NJSLA‑S) 
The science assessment is a fixed‑form test, meaning all students receive the same 
questions. While the test will now appear in the same online platform as the ELA and 
math assessments, the format and content remain the same as last year. 

Unit Testing Times (NJSLA – Science) 

Science Grade 
Level 

Units (total 
number) 

Testing Time per 
Unit (minutes) 

Total Test Time 
(minutes) 

Grades 5 and 8 4 45 180 

 

Testing the Test 

In fall 2025 to ensure a smooth transition to this new type of test, students in grades 
4–12 took part in a field test for the adaptive ELA and math assessments. A field test 
is a way for the New Jersey Department of Education to try out new test questions 
before they officially count toward student scores. The test designers, including 
educator committees, review these results to make sure the test questions are clear, 
fair, and appropriate for students and that they produce helpful data to families, 
schools, and the public. This process helps keep statewide assessments accurate and 
aligned with what students are expected to learn. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

For additional information about these assessments, please visit the NJDOE 
Assessments webpage at nj.gov/education/assessment/adaptive for a series of 
pamphlets focused on providing a quick overview of the new assessments. You may 
also wish to visit the Students & Families page on New Jersey Assessments Portal at 
nj.portal.cambiumast.com and the Parent and Student Resources page on the New 
Jersey Science Assessments Resource Center at nj.mymisupport.com. 

If you have any questions about the upcoming assessments, please feel free to contact 
Mrs. Samantha Dululde, Mrs. Bonnie Marino, or Mr. Ryan Gaskill. Thank you for your 
continued partnership in supporting your child’s learning. 

 

Sincerely,​
 

Ryan Gaskill 
Superintendent 
Margate City School District 
 

 

https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/adaptive/
https://nj.portal.cambiumast.com/index.html
https://nj.mymisupport.com/


 



Art can help children and teens share their 
thoughts and feelings in ways that words 
sometimes can’t. Help restock the JFS  
Counseling offices with art supplies that  
support creative activities to help people  
express themselves, build confidence, and  
feel comfortable sharing their experiences.

Contact Sloane at 609.992.1987 or drop off at: 
Tighe Middle School or Shirat Hayam

JFS is an affiliate agency of the Jewish Federation of Atlantic & Cape May Counties and a partner agency with United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey in Atlantic County

Strength in Community

Support Sloane’s 
Mitzvah Project

SUPPLIES WANTED:
• Paper (drawing paper, construction paper,    
   watercolor paper, tissue paper)
• Crayons
• Colored pencils
• Graphite pencils
• Gel pens
• Markers
• Oil pastels

• Water colors
• Acrylic markers
• Glue
• Tape
• Scissors
• Erasers
• Paint brushes

• Modeling clay
• Air dry clay
• Clay tools
• Beads
• Yarn
• Embroidery floss
• Storage Bins  
   (for organization)

Please donate art supplies through May 15th.

expression  
THROUGH ART



here 

MARGATE RECREATION PRESENTS 

Sign up 
 

HOSTED BY EVELYN LOWRY 

NEXT MEETING WEDNESDAY MAY 20th 

MEETINGS EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 3 - 4 AT 

TIGHE MEDIA CENTER 

Ethics Debate Club involves 6th,7th, and 8th graders in 
ethical discussions on science, technology, and 
community issues. The program promotes critical 

thinking, leadership, collaboration, and communication—
all with homemade baked goods. 

 

REGISTER HERE AT MARGATE REC FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM HERE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Q U E S T I O N S? 
CONTACT EVELYN LOWRY AT 

609 703 7828 
FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @ ETHICSDEBATEMARGATE 

 



 

OCHS FALL CHEER 
TRYOUTS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Tues 5/26, Wed 5/27, & Thurs 5/28 
3:00-5:00pm (late arrivals are fine!) 

OCHS Dance Gym (Rm H108) 
Enter at the 6th street glass doors 

SIGN UP/QUESTIONS: email Ms. Patel - apatel@ocsdnj.org 


