
AP Language & Composition – Summer Reading Assignment 
Theme: How Change Shapes Who We Are 

 
Required Materials (First Day of Class) 
You must bring: 

●​ Printed and annotated copies of all four speeches 
●​ Completed graphic organizer (one per speech) 
●​ All work handwritten 

Important: 

●​ Work must reflect your own thinking 
●​ Any AI-assisted work will receive a zero with no option to redo 
●​ Incomplete work will result in loss of credit and limit class participation 

Step 1: Print and Annotate Each Speech 
Print all five speeches and annotate them by hand. 

Assigned Speeches 

1.​  David Foster Wallace - This is Water, Kenyon College, 2005
2.​  Steve Jobs' 2005 Stanford Commencement Address
3.​  Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie: 2015 Wellesley College Commencement Speaker
4.​  J.K. Rowling Harvard Commencement Speech | Harvard University Commencement 2008 

You must: 

●​ Number every paragraph in each speech 
●​ Annotate as you read for the first time 

Your annotations should include: 

●​ Initial reactions (what stands out, surprises you) 
●​ Questions (confusing ideas or things to explore) 
●​ Key phrases or passages 
●​ Connections (to your life, other texts, or the world) 
●​ Early interpretations (what you think the speaker is saying) 

Think of your annotations as a conversation with the text, not polished analysis. 

Step 2: Complete the Graphic Organizer (For Each Speech) 
You will complete the  for each speech. AP Lang Summer Reading – Speech Organizer
 
A. Essential Question 
At the top of your organizer, write the assigned essential question for that speech: 

●​ David Foster Wallace:​
How does changing our awareness and perspective influence who we become in everyday life? 

●​ Steve Jobs:​
How do unexpected experiences and setbacks shape the direction of our lives and identities? 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xx9drRA9DwnEzu2-RS7fI8KYVpmrpuEaAvjyAA-lJjo/edit?usp=sharing
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●​ Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie:​
How do cultural expectations and societal changes influence the way we understand ourselves and 
others? 

●​ J. K. Rowling:​
How do failure and imagination contribute to the development of a person’s identity? 

B. Two-Column Notes (Minimum 3 Entries) 

For each speech, complete a two-column chart: 

| Quote (Word-for-Word + ¶ #) | Reaction / Thinking |  

Requirements: 

●​ At least 3 entries per speech 
●​ Each quote must: 

○​ Be written word-for-word 
○​ Include the paragraph number (¶) 

●​ Your Reaction / Thinking should: 
○​ Explain why the quote stands out 
○​ Interpret its meaning (not summary) 

C. Reflection Paragraph (For Each Speech) 
After completing your organizer, write a reflection paragraph (8-10 sentences).  

Your paragraph must: 
●​ Clearly explain how the quote helps answer the essential question 
●​ Use at least 2 quotes from your chart as evidence 
●​ Explain your reasoning (go beyond summary) 
●​ Show how the speaker connects change to identity 

Checklist (Before You Turn It In) 
For each speech, make sure you have: 

●​ ☐ Paragraphs numbered 
●​ ☐ Annotations completed 
●​ ☐ Essential question written 
●​ ☐ 3+ quotes with paragraph numbers 
●​ ☐ Thoughtful reactions (not summary) 
●​ ☐ Reflection paragraph (8–10 sentences, with evidence) 

Final Thought 
These speeches offer different perspectives on change, through mindset, failure, culture, and personal 
experience. Your goal is to move beyond simply understanding each speech and begin answering a larger 
question: How do the changes we experience shape who we become? 
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