Our Story

Options High School is a small accredited school of choice that supports students as
they develop their passions, learn at high levels and plan for a wide range of
educational and vocational opportunities beyond high school.

Options High School and community partners provide innovative and flexible learning
experiences that prepare students to persevere towards excellence and support them
on their unique path towards becoming responsible and productive citizens.



Options began serving students in January 1994

Options High School originally served an average of 50 students in two portables with
two porta-potties located in what is now the parking lot area next BHS’ tennis courts

Two teachers, one principal secretary, and one part time administrator
School expanded to six portables, then seven

GRADS associated with Options but operated at the Alderwood Early Childhood
Center until moving to Squalicum High School in 2011

Health Care Services (CTE) program operated through Options from 1997-2010.
Staffing and student enrollment directed through Options. Students attended
healthcare courses at St. Lukes Health Education Center and served semester
“externships”

Community Transitions operated out of the 7th portable on campus until moving staff
and student to BHS in 2012

1999 Options moved to current site

Teaching and support staff increased as needs grew and more students were being
served

In 2000 Options High School began serving district high school students
in an after school credit recovery program called “Extended Learning” or
HLab”

Options becomes an accredited high school in 2010



Currently in 2015 Options High School serves around 90 student
in our six period day program and an additional 35 students in
the Extended Learning Lab and Extended Day Spanish programs.

Current Options High School Staff

— One full time principal

— One full time counselor
— One full time principal secretary / registrar

— One part time attendance secretary

— Two part time para educators serving 4 hrs regular ed / 2 hrs SPED
— Three full time teachers

— Seven part time teachers



High School Graduation - 23 Credits

The staff at Options High School support students in fulfilling all of their high school
graduation requirements. With a small staff this is often challenging especially with
increasing restrictions around highly qualified staffing and Alternative Learning Education

(ALE) requirements.

* English (4.0)
— 9,10,11, 12
* Social Studies (3.0)
— US, World, Civics, Elective

* Math (3.0)
— Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2

* Science (2.0)

— Biology, Environmental Science

*  World Language (2.0)

— French 1 & 2 and Extended Day Spanish

* Physical Education (1.5)
* Health (.5)

 Arts(1.0)

* Occupational/ Career 1.0
* Electives 5.0

A small school like Options constantly
faces challenges in providing quality
courses to satisfy all of the graduation
requirements, especially in the areas of
PE, Arts, Occupational, and Electives.
These challenges grow as the
graduation requirements increase to 24
credits.

24-Credit Career- and College-Ready Graduation Requirements:

How Do the 24-Credit Graduation Requirements Add Up?
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Going from a good school to a
GREAT SCHOOL!

Along with an incredible opportunity to provide a beautiful new facility for our
students, Options is also committing a lot of time, resources, and professional
development to redesigning our instructional practice.

Options staff, along with district staff, have spent the last year and a half visiting
small school models and believe that the research around Project Based Learning
provides the best opportunity for the students we serve to become better
prepared for college and career opportunities. Options will also honor the
Bellingham Promise’s commitment to make sure that:

“students are cared for and respected, and that they will graduate from our school
prepared for success in the global community. Each will be exceptional in his or her
own way, with strong character, a passion for learning, and ready for the widest
range of educational and vocational options to support a diversity of life choices.”
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We learned from our visits to:

LEARNING

Big Picture Learning PBL model in Spokane

* Credit Recovery (C3PO)

* Contract Learning

e 125+ students

* No grades or bell schedule

* Students identify passions and interests

* Internships are a big part of the program

* Students stay in cohorts year to year

* Transitioning to a “New Tech” model to
offer more structure with math, languages,
credits, and projects

Big Picture Leaning (National Program Model)

Highline School District

Serves Middle School and High School
Concerns around questions on transcripts and
college readiness



ACES High School — Mukilteo School District
e 200 Students 10-12t grade
* Traditional 6 period day schedule
* Great new student orientation program
* Does not accept SPED students
* School goal is high school completion and
not college readiness
* Closed campus

On Track Academy — Spokane Public Schools

Blended model of alternative, skills center, and Big
Picture Project Based Learning

Mainly 11t and 12t graders

Most students are just one year behind in credits
Choice application process

Must have passed one of the two state exams
Treating students like adults is a core value

No bells or schedule or attendance expectations
Kids work independently on content of choice



1Grad

Successfully Preparing All Students For Their Futures

IGRAD Reengagement - Kent School District 10/25/13
e 550 total students served
e 100 at a 3 hour time block (morning/afternoon/evening)
* Grades 9-14 ages 16-21 by September 215t of each year
* Partnerships with community colleges key
* Program options: Wa State diploma, Kent diploma, GED prep, AA
courses, tech courses
* Great resource for home school families
* Mostly online learning
* SPED teacher supports all three cohort times

NewTech Skills Center — Spokane

* Hard work does a lot for character

e Serves 11 school districts & 36 schools

* Moving away from elective tech prep

* Partnering with On Track Academy to offer core classes

* Partnering with Community College classes for college in the
HS credits. AP offerings coming soon

e Credit retrieval online courses available
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"-'!'_Ej '!lilll Cleveland ngh School — New Tech STEM School (Seattle Public Schools)
< e m"‘n‘ 1 Cleveland High School is home to two STEM

academies. These academies personalize the learning
experience for students by creating teams of teachers
who share students, and offer them choices in STEM
content and Project Based Learning.

ngh Tech ngh is a Ieader in Project Based Learning and developing physical school
designs to support this instructional model.

High Tech High now operates eleven schools in San Diego County: two elementary
schools, four middle schools, and five high schools.

All of these schools serve a diverse, lottery-selected student population; all embody
the High Tech High design principles of personalization, adult world connection,
common intellectual mission, and teacher as designer.



Most of the teaching, counseling, and administrative staff at Options have visited

High Tech High this past year and have participated in their Project Based

Learning Institutes. High Tech High is an excellent example in physical design and

instructional philosophy that promotes a student centered learning experience. A

few middle school and district leaders have also joined us in our learning at HTH.
(YouTube video: “Project-Based Learning at High-Tech High”)



