
 

 

Minimum Technology Policy 

All students in grades 9-12 must bring their own laptop to use for their academics:  

• Windows based laptop with Windows 11 or higher; or Mac laptop with 
macOS 14 or higher.  
 

• Davidson Day can provide Microsoft Office 365 and Adobe Creative Cloud 
software free to students. 

 
• Current Macbooks have ARM processors with an M designation (M2, M3, 

M4). The higher the number, the more powerful the processor. Macbook 
Air laptops are generally sufficient for student work, but a Macbook Pro 
will perform better for video rendering or other multimedia work. 

 
• Most Windows based laptops come with a minimum of an Intel core i3 

processor. A core i5 processor splits the difference between economy and 
performance, and a core i7 is not worth the additional cost for a student 
doing basic web, email and MS office programs. i7/i9 processors are more 
commonly needed for gaming or multimedia work which may also 
require a separate graphics card. 

 
• Most off-the-shelf laptops come with 8 GB of RAM as a minimum; 8 GB is 

generally sufficient for web surfing and document creation.  More RAM is 
better, particularly for multi-tasking or multimedia work. 

 
• 128GB or more of storage. A solid-state drive (SSD) is the modern 

standard and should be purchased rather than the older HDD technology. 
More than the 128GB minimum should be strongly considered for use in 
multimedia storage. 

 
• We recommend a 14.1 inch or smaller screen. For larger screen sizes, 

portability can become an issue. 
 
• We also recommend that you consider the weight of the laptop since the 

students will be carrying the laptop all day.  Typical laptops weigh from 
2.5 to 6 lbs. depending on performance and cost. 


