Youth Leadership Eau Claire

Youth Leadership Eau Claire (YLEC) gives area high
school juniors a chance to enhance their knowledge and
develop leadership skills that will empower and motivate
them to become involved and committed to their
community.

The program is coordinated by the Eau Claire Area
Chamber of Commerce. Students from Altoona, Augusta,
Fall Creek, Memorial, North or Regis high school or
Wildlands Charter School who will be juniors during the
2026-2027 school year are eligible to apply.

The Opening Retreat takes place July 22-23, 2026.

APPLICATION DERDLINE:
FRIDAY, MAY 29,2026

Apply at www.eauclairechamber.org

Questions?

Contact Valerie Yang at the Eau Claire Area

Chamber of Commerce at 715-858-0614 or via email at
yang@eauclairechamber.org

This class/program is offered and funded through
our partnership with the:

EAU CIAIRE
AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

LEADERSHIP FOR JUNIORS

"YLEC has helped me discover new interests
that | never would have known about before.
Everyone is very kind and outgoing and it's a perfect
opportunity to make new friends, have fun, and learn
at the same time. |.look forward to it every month!"

— Emma Wahl, YLEC Class of 2020, Regis High School

"Not only did YLEC get me more involved with what goes on
behind the scenes of the community but | got the chance to
meet a lot of people | would have never have had the
opportunity to otherwise."

— Eden Burnett, YLEC Class of 2019, North High School

“YLEC is educational beyond leadership. | feel so much more
aware of what Eau Claire has to offer and it was eye opening
to be able to experience all kinds of different professions and
industries first hand.”

— Hamilton Williams, YLEC Class of 2019, Fall Creek High School

Being in YLEC has exposed me to greater opportunities in the
Chippewa Valley that | had no idea even existed! It's been
amazing to learn how to become a more effective leader and
build relationships with the other students while still learning.”

— Kailyn Dewey, YLEC Class of 2019, Memorial High School

A program by:
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HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS

Participants attend an opening retreat and eight
one day sessions over a nine-month period.

OPENING RETREAT

The program begins with a retreat on July 22-23,
2026 where attendees participate in a number of
team-building leadership activities. Attendance at
the retreat is mandatory.

SESSIONS

The eight one-day sessions are held once a
month on Wednesdays from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. throughout the school year. No session is
held in January. Each session offers a hands-on
experience and a unique opportunity to interact
with community leaders and discuss community
issues. The class will participate in activities and
discussions focused on leadership principles. In
addition, students will be exposed to different
career opportunities.

TRANSPORTATION

Participants are required to provide their own
transportation to the designated meeting place,
but YLEC will provide transportation throughout
the program day.

ATTENDANCE

Participants are required to attend all program
days. Attendance will be taken and reported
back to the high schools. All participating
schools have approved all program sessions
as excused absences.

MATERIAL FEE

Students accepted into the program

will be charged $250 material fee. All other
program costs will be covered through
sponsorships.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Scholarships are available for those students
needing financial assistance. Students...
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requesting assistance are asked to complete the
scholarship application, which can be found at
www.eauclairechamber.org. Follow the YLEC
link, then look for the scholarship form on the
application or email yang@eauclairechamber.org
directly with any questions.

SELECTION CRITERIA

The YLEC Selection Committee will select
up to 40 diverse participants for the program
based on the application and references.
The Selection Committee will be unaware of
the identity of all candidates.

Potential participants are asked to complete an
application as well as provide both teacher and
community references. Candidates must be current
sophomores who will be in their junior year of high
school during the 2026-2027 school year. In order
to be considered for the program, all students must
have their principal’s approval and be in good
standing in their respective high school.

APPLICATION

Applications and reference forms are due to the
Chamber office or to one of the following school
representatives by Friday, May 29, 2026. No
material fee is due before acceptance into the

program.
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July 22-23, 2026

Opening Leadership Retreat

september 2,2026

Agriculture & Environment Day

Octoher 7, 2026

Arts & Tourism Day

Novemher 4,2026

Volunteerism &
Human Services Day

Decemher 2, 2026

Government & Law Day

Fehruary 3, 2021

Business & Industry Day

March 3, 2021

Health & Quality of Life Day

April 7,2021

Media Day

May 5, 2021

Graduation

Deadline for application is

MAY 29, 2026

Applications are available at:

www.eauclairechamber.org



