
Dialectical Journals, How & Why 
 
Along with the summer reading assignment, dialectical journals require great effort on the part of the 
student; so why are they necessary? Journals benefit students for two reasons: 1) They lend to close 
reading, since it is actually easier to create dialectical journals after careful reading of the text than it is to 
attempt to create fake journal entries, and 2) They allow students an opportunity to engage with complex 
ideas in the text, introducing students to one of the greatest benefits of reading literature, namely, 
exchanging ideas with other thoughtful humans. 
 
Journals are important for teachers as well, as they provide a simple method by which student engagement 
with the summer reading can be evaluated and rewarded, and they build student confidence, since diligent 
completion of a dialectical journal should result in better performance on the first reading test of the fall 
quarter. 
 
Directions: 
For each entry, select a meaningful sentence and quote it in its entirety. Then respond to it in one of the 
following ways: 
 
(R)elate - Explain how you have experienced something similar to what the author is describing, and how 
the event affected you. 
(A)ppreciate - Explain why you find this passage impressive. Is it worded beautifully? If it is full of 
meaning, what do you believe it means? If it is full of emotion, what emotion does it provoke? How? 
(D)issect - Explain in simpler terms what the author is saying, and why you find it interesting. 
(I)nfer - Based on evidence, guess about what will happen next to an important character. 
(C)orrect - Explain in detail why the author is wrong about something; this annotation requires that you 
provide a source, e.g., a website, book, or journal to support your disagreement with the author. 
(A)ha! - Explain why a passage has enlightened or educated you. 
(L)ament - Explain why an event has saddened you. 
 

Journal 
 ​       Quote​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Student Response 

“Once, men turned their thinking over to machines 
in the hope that this would set them free. But that 
only permitted other men with machines to 
enslave them.” (17) 

(R) This makes me think of the way that many 
grocery stores now have automated cash registers. 
They seem convenient, but each one replaces an 
actual human worker. 

“It’s madness to go there without . . .caution in our 
minds. . .” (46) 
 

(I) I’ll bet that this is foreshadowing intended to 
prepare us for the challenge ahead of the main 
character. 

“I’m the well-trained fruit tree,” he thought. “Full 
of well-trained feelings and abilities and all of 
them grafted onto me -- all bearing for someone 
else to pick.” 

(L) This makes me sad because he knows that he 
will never be anything great, and that his destiny 
is to use his great talents only to improve the 
education of the prince.  

 
 


