
April 24, 2026

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to Bloomington High School and Honors English I! The purpose of Honors English is to prepare students
for the college-level Advanced Placement English classes we offer in 11th and 12th grade. Some parents and
students are surprised by the rigor and expectations of our program. Students who may be accustomed to doing
reasonably well in school without much effort will be held accountable for what they do—and don’t—in ways that
dramatically impact their grades. 
 
Honors English I offers an advanced pace, workload, and expectations. We will not spend six weeks mastering the
essay format; we will likely move through the material and demonstrate reasonable proficiency in one to two weeks.
Likewise, students will be expected to read several novels independently at home. 

High school can prove to be a difficult transition for many students. Students with multiple extracurricular activities
and other Honors or AP classes must ensure they have time in their schedules to meet the new demands of high
school while still having time to be kids and have fun. 

With that said, Honors English I students will have a rigorous and engaging summer reading program as part of their
preparation for fall coursework. Please discuss the attached summer reading with your student.  This is necessary
to prepare each student for the work covered throughout the year and to help them prepare for our class. This
material is the basis for quizzes, essays, and discussions. As a parent, your participation and encouragement are
strongly recommended. 

In preparation for their first year in Honors English, we expect students to read two books this summer: To Kill a
Mockingbird by Harper Lee and Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury. Instructions for reading are found on the following
pages. Students will have one handwritten journal entry to turn in on the first day of class. Please be aware that ALL
STUDENTS WILL BE TESTED ON THE SUMMER READING WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK OF CLASS. Lastly, please
complete the Google form by scanning the QR code below to confirm that you are aware of the work to be covered
and the assignments to be completed. 

Be sure to add the Google Classroom where you can communicate with Mr. Ayala for any questions and for
assignment information: 3t3am5w7

We look forward to working with your student in the fall. If you have any questions, please email Mr. Ayala
(jerry_ayala@cjusd.net) or Ms. Grijalva (cierra_grijalva@cjusd.net).

Selected reading material:
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (Please find in Sora).
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury (Please find in Sora).

Sincerely, 

Ms. Grijalva and Mr. Ayala
Honors English I Teachers 
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