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We expect you to create a HANDWRITTEN reading-response journal for the following books: To Kill a 
Mockingbird by Harper Lee and Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury, that focuses on the themes of the book, using 
the following format: 
 
As you read, choose 1 passage that relates to the theme and record it in the left-hand column of a T-chart 
(ALWAYS include page numbers). In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, 
questions, reflections, and comments on the passage). 
 
WHEN CHOOSING YOUR PASSAGES FROM THE TEXT: 
Look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, and thought-provoking in terms of the theme. For example, you 
might record: 

●​ Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols, or motifs that reinforce the theme. 
●​ Make connections between different characters or events in the text in relation to the theme. 
●​ Make connections to a different text (or film, song, etc) with the theme. 
●​ Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author or character(s) and their relation to the theme. 
●​ Analyze a passage and its relationship to the story as a whole in terms of how it relates, reinforces, or 

displays certain aspects of the theme. 
 
RESPONDING TO THE TEXT: 
You can respond to the text in various ways. The most important thing to remember is that your 
observations should be specific, detailed, and related to the theme. Your length requirement for each journal 
entry is 6-8 sentences minimum. You will need 15 journal entries for each book. 
Sample Dialectical Journal entry: TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD by Harper Lee 

Passages from 
the Text 

Pg #s Comments & Questions 

“You never really 
understand 
a person until you 
consider 
things from his 
point of view 
. . . until you 
climb into his 
skin and walk 
around in it.” 

Pg.  
39 

Lee has Atticus say this to Scout to reinforce the theme of compassion. By 
putting herself into another character’s shoes, Scout allows herself to see things 
from their perspective. By doing this, she becomes more compassionate toward 
others' feelings. In this instance, Atticus tries to get Scout to see things from 
Miss Caroline’s point of view. Scout doesn’t want to go to school because of 
how her teacher treated her. Miss Caroline tells Scout that her father shouldn’t 
read with her anymore and that it’s the teacher’s job to teach. Atticus helps 
Scout realize that Miss Caroline is new to Maycomb, and Scout learns 
something new about the Cunninghams that day. Scout also learned something 
new about her teacher. Later in the novel, Scout puts herself in Jem’s shoes 
when he begins to spend less time with her and begins to mature. She even puts 
herself in Boo Radley’s shoes at the very end of the novel and sees him for 
what he truly is, which is misunderstood. This recurring theme in the novel 
allows the reader to gain insight into how we, as individuals, should try to 
empathize with others before making a judgment. 
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Notice to Parents: 
Your child is enrolled in an English class requiring significant reading of high-quality literature. Typically, 
English teachers select the literature for study in their courses from the Recommended Reading list published by 
the California Department of Education. Teachers choose all books because they support the curriculum 
standards and, in the case of Advanced Placement classes, help prepare students for the AP exam. The literature 
is taught as a whole, not in edited or summarized form. High-quality literature sometimes includes themes 
and/or language some parents find objectionable.  
 
This notice is intended to inform you that some of the books on the reading list for your child’s class may have 
been challenged by one or more parents or community members in the past. As required in Board policy, when 
a book is challenged, a committee reviews the novel and makes a recommendation to the Board of Education. 
When looking at your child’s reading list, any book with an asterisk (*), by the title, has been challenged, and 
the Board of Education has determined the book will remain on the reading list. 
 
As a parent, you may review any book on the reading list to determine if you would like your child to read the 
assigned novel or request an alternative. You may request to see the books in the classroom or library by 
scheduling a time with the teacher or librarian. You have the right to request that your child not be assigned to 
read a particular novel but instead read a comparable alternate book. Please see your child’s teacher if you want 
further information or request an alternative. 
 


