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Dublin City Schools Philosophy on Summer Reading: 
Literacy involves reading, writing, speaking, listening, thinking, and interacting. When considering 
reading, research shows that choice and volume of reading are essential to reading development. 
Reading over the summer is a critical way to maintain and build upon the reading habits developed 
throughout the school year.  Dublin City Schools values students as readers. Therefore, there will be 
year-round opportunities for students to engage in experiences that allow them to grow in literacy. 
 
Dublin City Schools Summer Reading Essential Question: 
How does what we know about the world affect how we view ourselves? 

Summer Reading Expectations:  

Each student is encouraged to read over the summer.  Students wishing to ‘opt-in’ to Dublin City 
Schools’ summer reading program will do so by filling out this form in which they reflect on a book 
they’ve read over the summer. 
 
Students opting in to DCS’s summer reading program who complete the above form will take part in 
a celebration next fall with a community of readers. Engaging in a community read fulfills the 
primary purpose of summer reading: to provide an opportunity for students to engage in an 
experience that allows growth in literacy.   
 
DCS teachers have created the short list of suggested reading tasks below. These texts are relevant 
and connect to the summer reading essential question. Students opting in to DCS’s summer reading 
program will commit to one of these choices in order to attend a fall celebration.  There will be no 
classroom assessment covering any summer reading materials. 
 

Student wishing to participate in DCS’s summer reading program should follow these steps:          

1.​ Complete one of the district-suggested reading tasks for your 2025-2026 grade level/course. 

2.​ Complete this form to reflect on what you read and document your participation in DCS’s 
summer reading program 

3.​ If desired, refer to the grade-level guiding questions and consider them while reading. 

4.​ If desired, jot down thoughts related to the guiding questions using the provided organizer. 

5.​ Be prepared to participate in a fall school-funded celebration of reading with a community 
of your fellow readers! Complete the form in step 2 so you can join the celebration! 

 

__________________________________________ 
Share your reading on social media using #DCSsumread 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexfWltUf6423-6rcvMYKg9r446R3-T6xgUgenwg2r5vK80CQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSexfWltUf6423-6rcvMYKg9r446R3-T6xgUgenwg2r5vK80CQ/viewform?usp=dialog
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Students participating in DCS’s summer reading program will select one of the following 

choices.  They will be invited to a fall celebration of reading.  There will be no classroom 

assessment covering any summer reading materials. 

 

Goodbye 
Days  
Jeff 
Zentner 
 
ISBN: 
055352406
2 
 

One day Carver Briggs had it all—three best friends, a 
supportive family, and a reputation as a talented writer at 
his high school, Nashville Academy for the Arts. 
 
The next day he lost it all when he sent a simple text to his 
friend Mars, right before Mars, Eli, and Blake were killed in a 
car crash. (Goodreads.com)  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Pride and 
Prejudice 
Jane 
Austen 
 

ISBN: 
1676097708 
 
OR 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pride 
Ibi Zoboi 
 

ISBN: 0062564056 
 

Since its immediate success in 1813, Pride and Prejudice has 
remained one of the most popular novels in the English 
language. Jane Austen called this brilliant work "her own 
darling child" and its vivacious heroine, Elizabeth Bennet, "as 
delightful a creature as ever appeared in print." The 
romantic clash between the opinionated Elizabeth and her 
proud beau, Mr. Darcy, is a splendid performance of civilized 
sparring. And Jane Austen's radiant wit sparkles as her 
characters dance a delicate quadrille of flirtation and 
intrigue, making this book the most superb comedy of 
manners of Regency England. (Goodreads.com)  
 
 
Pride and Prejudice gets remixed in this smart, funny, 
gorgeous retelling of the classic, starring all characters of 
color… Critically acclaimed author Ibi Zoboi skillfully 
balances cultural identity, class, and gentrification against 
the heady magic of first love in her vibrant reimagining of 
this beloved classic. (Goodreads.com) 
 
Pride 
Ibi Zoboi 
 
ISBN:  
0062564056 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Share your reading on social media using #DCSsumread 
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Atomic 
Habits by 
James 
Clear 
 
ISBN: 
B07RFSSY
BH 
 

If you're having trouble changing your habits, the problem 
isn't you. The problem is your system. Bad habits repeat 
themselves again and again not because you don't want to 
change, but because you have the wrong system for 
change. You do not rise to the level of your goals. You fall to 
the level of your systems. Here, you'll get a proven system 
that can take you to new heights. 

Learn how to: 
- Make time for new habits (even when life gets crazy); 
- Overcome a lack of motivation and willpower; 
- Design your environment to make success easier; 
- Get back on track when you fall off course; 
...and much more. 
(Goodreads.com)  

 
 
 
Not a fan of these titles? Interested in more? Check out this list of companion texts DCS teachers have 
compiled and feel free to substitute or add to your reading with these related articles, poems, and stories. 
 
 
See a title recommended for a different grade on the district website that interests you more than 
these? Go for it! The most important thing is that you spend some time reading over the summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

__________________________________________ 
Share your reading on social media using #DCSsumread 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/18Pblh_Y1-FxyBNenD3s5q9GJiISixLXSWI0He9eTRLA/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.dublinschools.net/departments/teaching-learning/summer-reading
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Below are questions and an organizer created to help guide and capture thinking while reading.  
Responses and evidence of thinking will not be collected. 

Essential question: How does what we know about the world affect how we view ourselves? 

Guiding questions:  

●​ What conflicts do the characters face? As a group? As individuals? 

 

●​ What does your book show the reader about the human experience? 

 

THINKING ORGANIZER: 
**Remember this is to help guide and capture your thinking while reading.  Responses and evidence 
of thinking will not be collected. 
 

What conflicts do the characters face? As a group? As individuals? 

Pg. # ___ My thinking: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What does your book show the reader about the human experience? 

Pg. # ___ My thinking: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

__________________________________________ 
Share your reading on social media using #DCSsumread 
 


