
6/12/15 Options High School Focus Groups 
 
 
PERFORMING ARTS FOCUS GROUP  8:00AM-9:30AM 
 
Attendees: 
Byron Gerard  Options High School Principal 
Terry Brown  Zervas Architects Lead Architect  
Victoria Bergsagel Architects for Achievement Lead Consultant  
Jim Zoellren  Mt Baker Theatre Facilities Director  
Sheila Goldsmith Playworks Director  
Brad Burdick  Mt Baker Theatre Exec Director  
Heather Dyer  Stone Theatre Works Director  
Chris Cariker  Mt. Baker Theatre High/BAAY Actor/Teacher  
Chip Bergeron  Squalicum High School Orchestra Teacher  
Leslie Adamson  Options High School Drama Teacher  
Kandace Arens  Sehome High School Drama Teacher  
Ian Bivins  BAAY / OT Productions Teacher/Technician  
Kramer Kales  Bellingham High School Tech Director  
Daniel Ruiz  Squalicum High School Drama Advisor  
 
Main takeaways from our meeting: 

• Small flexible theatre was a great space for performance and black box use 
• Everyone was okay with “green room” in a nearby classroom, bathroom, or staff lounge.  
• Terry was given specific input into grid lighting for stage and theatre/black box/commons areas.  
• Maybe two catwalks can be built. Useful to have one catwalk extend out into commons along 

the wall.  
• Concern that there is not enough storage for stage props, costumes, theatre performance 

supplies. 
o Maybe loft storage possible. If second floor fitness center makes it in then there could 

be space within that footprint for second story storage adjacent to the stage.  
• Idea proposed to have garage door on the storage door on east side then leads to large doors 

stage left (east) 
• LED Lighting is new industry gold standard and removes need for color filters? Very expensive 

though. 
• Group does not recommend wireless remote sound and audio system. Too dependent on 

wireless working . Good for backup or mobile adjusting. Group recommends a hardwired 
system.  

o Should not be on side or on stage. A mobile cart would not be the best, but could work 
if outfitted really well and thoughtfully designed. Benefit of a cart would be that it could 
be used in both small and larger auditoriums. 

• Skagit College and St. Catherine’s College mentioned as good examples. 
•  Sprung floor on stage should be a priority for both actors and dancers. Easy and inexpensive to 

do. 
• There is concern that the operable walls not sound proof enough if activity is going on in the 

gym at the time of a performance or practice. Thoughts about a double operable wall on gym 
side. Otherwise gym could not be used at times of performances.  



• Instrument, piano, sound equipment storage?  
• The group really likes the small theatre and black box space. The group also thinks that the 

larger gym space would be very desirable for the 300-500 groups. Good light and sound 
engineering should be dedicated to the larger gym space too if possible.  

 
 
 
OPTIONS STAFF FOCUS GROUP 9:30AM-11:00AM 
 
Attendees: 
Byron Gerard  Options High School Principal  
Terry Brown  Zervas Architects Lead Architect  
Victoria Bergsagel Architects for Achievement Lead Consultant  
Natasha Pierce  OHS Art Teacher  
Chris Cochran  OHS Counselor 
Joel Carter  OHS Science Teacher 
Sam Haley  OHS Math Teacher 
Jami Aeschliman OHS LAB Teacher 
Dawn Kearney  OHS Secretary 
Leslie Adamson  OHS English Teacher 
Lynn Cooper  OHS Secretary 
 
Main Takeaways from our meeting: 

• Group likes the whiteboard wall with integrated storage and technology. (as in Aviation HS)  
o Prefer both TV and projector technology if we can afford. If we have to choose, we 

prefer the projector.  
• May not be necessary for all classrooms to have operable walls, but would be nice to have some 

classrooms with this feature for team teaching if desired.  
• Thoughtful design is needed implement display of student work in common areas and hallways.  
• Need dedicated art space 
• Common spaces should be equipped with instruction technology.  
• Group prefers exposed ceilings over drop down. 
• Lots of windows in and out. Interior windows should have some barrier (solid or frosted) four 

feet high to offer some privacy.  
• Sinks in all classrooms.  
• Carpet in classrooms and cement in common spaces 
• Science room: 

o Lab stations with some desk spaces. Lots of work space for students.  
o Always a teacher demonstration island up front.  
o Fume hood, Goggle cleaning 
o Peninsula model with sinks and gas in the wall but Tables movable was a model that we 

liked.  
o Flexible 

• Art room: 
o Outside light, Ventilation, Drying space 
o Sinks, Outlets 
o Kiln space 



o Concrete floors, Deep sinks, Clay trap 
o Second floor sky lights and or natural light from windows. (light from the north)  

 
 

 
CTE FOCUS GROUP  11:00AM-12:30PM 
 
Attendees:  
Byron Gerard   Options High School Principal  
Terry Brown  Zervas Architects Lead Architect  
Victoria Bergsagel Architects for Achievement Lead Consultant  
Chris Carlson  SQHS/BHS CTE Teacher  
Paul Clement  BHS CTE/Math Teacher  
Jeff Tetrick  BSD CTE CTE Director/Teacher 
Kevin Criez  SHS CTE Teacher  
Jeff Thran  KMS Teacher  
 
Main Takeaways from our meeting: 

• Anacortes programs are of high interest but students won’t travel there. It would be good to 
have something similar in Bellingham.  

• Welding programs everywhere are over capacity and are of high interest to students.  
o Welding manufacturing programs have dual credit and direct college pathways  

• CTE will need lots of storage area designed.  
• Programs are very teacher dependent. Need to have broad enough startup programs that are 

easier to staff.  
• No room for culinary. Hard to staff and is a very expensive space to equip. Maybe can be 

programmed at SHS.  
• Large overhead doors between interior spaces. Can section off or open up to a grand area. 
• Proposed CTE Spaces will be initially programmed for: 

o Computer lab 
o Clean fabrication “maker space” lab. Could implement Applied Physics or Design 

Thinking programs in this space too.  
o Advanced Manufacturing Metals. High Interest and dual credit opportunities with the 

college.  
o Potential for Agriculture Science CTE course if greenhouse is implemented. (high value 

program that could include a FFA chapter connected to AG Science)   
 
 

 
GRADS FOCUS GROUP  2:30PM-4:00PM 
 
Attendees: 
Byron Gerard  Options High School Principal  
Terry Brown  Zervas Architects Lead Architect  
Victoria Bergsagel Architects for Achievement Lead Consultant  
Kristi Dominquez BSD Director, Early Childhood Education  
Stephanie Schroeder GRADS Childcare Coordinator 



 
Main takeaways from our meeting: 

• Small under counter Refrigerator (both in toddler and infant room) 
• Food storage 
• Dirty sink (by changing table) then a barrier between another sink that would be a clean sink.  
• Love the outdoor space.  

o Maybe a small shed for toy storage 
o Possible a tree 
o ½ cement and ½ wood chips 

• Low sinks in toddler rooms (dirty sinks)  
• Outdoor sink / hand washing station 
• Solid wall around play area 
• Asked about fire exit doors on classrooms. Terry advises against it.  
• Doors need to be wide enough for crib evacuation.  
• Need Dutch Doors between classrooms and into bathrooms 
• Pass way type windows in-between infant and toddler rooms (plexi glassed)  
• Windows out to hallway? Hard to use blinds because of the cords. Lots of glass is not optimal. 

Kids can’t be in cribs under glass windows.  
• Flooring. No carpet. Rubber flooring over concrete with area rugs and foam mats.  
• Rooms: adjusted. Move nursing quiet room to in between the toddler and infant room.  
• For preschool it would be great to have one way mirror windows for observation and learning. 

But not for teen parents area. Microphones.  
• Lighting. Want more natural and not bright. Like to have dimmer or controls to darken spaces . 
• Each classroom should have a sound system. In Pre-k have a lowered teaching wall. Whiteboard 

and projector.  
• Cubbies in classrooms 
• Warm child theme for this area (architect embedded)  
• Office space and desire for staff lounge area if possible. 
• Be nice to incorporate a theme into the spaces so that it feels more child friendly and not as 

much like a high school.  

 


