BPS — Options Educational Specifications and Design Advisory Community Meeting

Wednesday, June 17, 2015

Call to Order:
Byron Gerard, Options Principal, opened the meeting at 6:02 pm. He introduced himself, outlined the
purpose of the meeting, and asked committee members to introduce themselves.

Other Committee Members present:
Dawn Kearney
Samantha Haley
Lynn Cooper
Leslie Adamson
Jeff Thran

Curtis Lawyer
Tanya Rowe

Chris Cochran
Jeff Tetrick

Keri Bean

Mike Anderson
Jon Phipps
Victoria Bergsagel
Terry Brown

Ron Cowan

Steve Morse

Kurt Gazow

Project Timeline and History:

Ron Cowan, Assistant Superintendent of Finance and Operations, described the origins of the Options
project. He referenced the district’s strategic plan, The Bellingham Promise, and the bond project timeline
with projects, including a new Options High School, approved when voters affirmed the bond in November
2013.

Current Site:
Byron Gerard presented an aerial view of the current site.

Planning Exercise and Project Deliberation:

Byron showed pictures of a planning exercise the committee engaged in to generate ideas about a suitable
floor plan for the new school. Byron described how the committee visited other facilities, discussed
necessary features, considered program elements and worked to determine an appropriate design.

Proposed Design and Guiding Principles:

Terry Brown, from Zervas Group Architects, introduced Victoria Bergsagel, Educational Consultant, who
outlined the process of developing and using The Guiding Principles to influence the design of this new
space. These Guiding Principles were used with a variety of activities and conversations to help the group
filter priorities as the design process developed.
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http://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/BhamPromiseFlyer2015.pdf
https://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/bondtimeline.pdf
https://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/bondtimeline.pdf
https://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/departments/businessop/documents/aerial.pdf
https://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/committees/GuidingPrinciplesOHS11.pdf
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Terry then showed images of the proposed design and described relevant features.
Pre-Visioning Document:

Byron Gerard reviewed the Pre-Visioning Document, which was a document that preceded all of this
committee’s work and provided a basis for the beginning of this committee’s conversations.

Feedback and Questions:
Tanya Rowe, Executive Director, Communications and Community Relations asked community members
present to introduce themselves and offer any feedback.

Larry Peterson, owner of adjoining property and Pearson Construction, said he is thrilled that this project is
occurring and encouraged the committee with positive feedback.

Dan Hammill, neighbor across the street, said he is looking forward to the project and is supportive of the
proposed design and process.

Kelly Bashaw, school board president and neighbor across the street, offered her support and
encouragement.

Another community member mentioned she is very impressed with the architecture and happy to see the
plan. She asked what would happen with the parking and the plan for parking was described/shown using
the image of the proposed plan.

Next Steps:

Byron Gerard outlined next steps in the planning process. Based on their work and the feedback received
tonight, the committee will send their recommendation to Dr. Baker=Dr. Baker will take the
recommendation under consideration and communicate back to the committee in the near future.
Following receipt of Dr. Baker’s information the Terry Brown and his team will continue to refine the design.
In addition, a meeting will be held with City staff to discuss the plan, zoning and other project components.
In the fall, the committee will reconvene to see the progress the architects made on the plan over the
summer.

Closing:
Byron Gerard adjourned the meeting at 6:50 pm by thanking the community members for attending and
asking them to enjoy refreshments and further conversation with committee members.

You may view this evening’s presentation by visiting the New Options High School Educational
Specifications/Design Advisory Committee webpage here: https://bellinghamschools.org/newoptionshs
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http://bellinghamschools.org/sites/default/files/Final%20New%20Options%20Facility%20and%20Program%20Proposal.pdf
https://bellinghamschools.org/newoptionshs

