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Franklin Street Learning Center   
(name subject to further process and program clarity)  

 

 Options High School 

 Districtwide Career and Technical Education (CTE)  

 Re-engagement  (online credit retrieval) 

 Special Programs such as GRADS (teen parenting, 
early childhood program) and English Language 
Learners’ Newcomers Center 

 
 

To reflect the multiple educational opportunities that will be available to students and the community 

in the new school, the name “Franklin Street Learning Center” has been proposed. The new facility 

will include a variety of schools and programs that will serve secondary (middle and high school) 

students independently or in cooperation with one another.  

 

 

 



SCHOOLS / PROGRAMS 
 

 Options High School  
o Options High School will be a primary resident of the new Franklin Street facility.  

All programs that reside within the facility should complement and be a potential resource for 
Options High School students.  

o Small and accredited high school serving an estimated 200-300 students. 
o Focus on project-based learning, credit recovery, community-based internships, personalized 

intervention, and college and/or career readiness. 
o Extended day opportunities: Computer lab available to students 8 a.m.-8 p.m. for students to access 

computer-based courses assisted by a certificated teacher.  
o Teacher-directed instruction with afternoon and evening courses available for students needing credit 

retrieval and credit-ahead opportunities with greater flexibility.  
 

 IMPACT Reengagement Program (Open Doors House Bill 1418)  
o Partnership with Bellingham Technical College. 
o Reengage 16-21-year-old students who have dropped out or are significantly credit deficient and at high 

risk to drop out of a traditional high school program.  
o District Diploma, State Diploma, and GED courses all offered dependent on student need and desired 

exit certification(s).  
o Computer lab classrooms accessible for students 8 a.m.- 8 p.m. for independent computer-based 

coursework.  
 

 Districtwide Career and Technical Education (CTE) Programs 

o Advanced Manufacturing, Composites, and Exploratory 
Fabrication Lab.  

 Advanced Manufacturing courses will expose students to a 
variety of advanced manufacturing disciplines (Composites, 
Fabrication, Precision Machining, Manufacturing 
Engineering, Welding, and Electro Mechanical).  This 
exploratory program will give students exposure to many 
disciplines that will help them better choose a pathway to pursue post high school. A fabrication 
lab would be an area that could be used in a "flexible" way where students at Options could 
have access to a variety of fabrication equipment and experience. This lab could be easily re-
tooled to support a wide range of course offerings that could develop with changing needs from 
industry.  

o Applied Physics/Robotics STEM program. 
 Applied Physics/Robotics Engineering classes will also use the flexible lab/shop space. These 

classes are great opportunities for students, not only because of the skills they learn, but 
courses will have equivalency crediting in math and science as well. 

o Culinary Arts. 
 Culinary Arts will be a foods classroom where students will learn employable skills to prepare 

them for entry-level employment as well as continuing onto a program of study at Bellingham 
Technical College or the NWCTA. NWCTA (industry based) and the Meridian High School culinary 
arts lab (food science) are potential models.  

 

 GRADS 
o An expansion of the district’s support of student parents and their 

infants/toddlers (licensed childcare facility) to allow students to 
continue their high school education. 

o Childcare services could also be made available to district employees.  

 



  Other Considerations for Program Spaces: 
o Flexibility of space is very important due to evolving learning 

needs, technology and programs. 

o Small and large group spaces. Flexible for classroom or 

meeting space.  

o Classrooms to accommodate 200-300 students for both a 

traditional and project-based learning programs. 

o Offices, staff support space, space for staff professional development, meetings, conference rooms,  

as well as space for community partners (i.e. university staff, social workers, health care providers, 

counselors, interns, family support center, PTA). 

o Staff lounge and work room. 

o Space for performing arts (i.e. possible Black Box Theatre), 

award ceremonies, events/performances.  

o Gym and Fitness Center with showers and laundry. 

o Welcoming Commons area for students to gather and 

collaborate.   

o Cafeteria and kitchen for school meals. 

o Science lab(s). 

o Art/music rooms. 

o Library/Computer Lab. 

o Restrooms for students and staff. 

o Student store for students to purchase school supplies/pride gear.  

o Ability to have one main entrance with opportunity for easy access to separate program spaces  

(i.e. Options, Reengagement, CTE, GRADS). 

o Potential overnight residential program for teens in partnership with local agencies. 

o English Language Learners (ELL) Newcomers Center to support middle and high school ELL students. 

The new facility will host several schools and programs that may work independently from one another and yet be 

accessible to each other’s students. Students will engage the Franklin Street facility with a menu of educational 

opportunities. Staff will work with each student to case manage their needs and build an instructional program that 

addresses the students’ needs and interests.  


