
   

Summer Reading for Rising Freshmen 2026-27 

 
COMMUNITY BOOK. You must read the following community book. The community 

book is one which is read by every member of the class. Parents are also invited to read 

the community book. During the first week of school, your English teachers will review, 

conduct, or oversee projects, presentations, and group seminars -- all in an effort to 

generate a sharing of ideas as a community.  

Author Title 

S.E. Hinton The Outsiders. Written by a 16-year-old, The Outsiders is considered 

the first of the Young Adult Literature genre.   The lower class, long 

haired Greasers battle the affluent Socs (the “socials”) for turf, 

control, and status, but fourteen-year-old Ponyboy Curtis questions 

the importance of it all. 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT CHOICE: You must also read one book from the following list.  

 

Author Title 

Aeschylus Agamemnon. Agamemnon returns home from the Trojan War, with a 

strange, prophetic woman. His wife, though, is less than pleased . . . 

A harrowing work of ancient literature that explores the bonds and 

limits of family, the weight of history, and the consequences of 

revenge.  

William Barrett Lilies of the Fields. Homer Smith, a black ex-GI, has his life changed 

when he meets a group of German-speaking nuns with a dream. 

Ishmael Beah A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier. Twelve-year-old 

Ishmael Beah was happily living in West Africa when the R.U.F. 

(Revolutionary United Front) attacked his village.  He ran for his life 

only to wander aimlessly for several months before being forced into 

the horrific life of a child soldier. Beah recounts his tenure as a child 

soldier and his subsequent rescue by UNICEF with an honesty that is 

a testament to the resiliency of the human spirit. 

Ray Bradbury Fahrenheit 451. The temperature at which book paper catches fire and 

burns. This haunting novel about censorship remains as relevant as 

ever. A fascinating story about one man's journey and the fate of 

knowledge in a dystopian world. Exciting and fascinating. 

E.R. Braithwaite To Sir, with Love. Set in a London inner city school, this is the 

inspiring story of a band of schoolroom savages and a teacher who 

tamed them. 



Vernon 

Brundage, Jr.  

Shoot Your Shot: A Sport-Inspired Guide to Living Your Best Life. In 

this inspiring, star-studded book, Brundage explores how Michael 

Jordan, LeBron James, Kobe Bryant, Steph Curry, Kevin Durant, 

Giannis Antetokounmpo, and other all-time great athletes rose to 

greatness and shows how you, too, can follow their examples to 

succeed in sports and school. This entertaining, thoughtful book 

offers some practical guidance about how to “live your best life.”  

Sandra Cisneros The House on Mango Street. Esperanza (Spanish for Hope) tells her 

story of growing up in the barrio of Chicago in a series of 

short vignettes.  She loves her people and her Chicano/a traditions, 

but she longs for a life beyond this house on Mango Street. 

Paulo Coehlo The Alchemist. Published in his native Portugal in 1988, Coelho’s 

fable follows the adventures of a teenaged shepherd who, in his quest 

for true love and riches, encounters an oasis of gypsies, opens a tea 

shop, wanders through the desert, and becomes a magician. This is a 

much heralded, widely translated novel that has inspired millions of 

people. Easy, fun, and magical, the text forces readers to examine 

who they are and how everyone in their lives has impacted them in 

some way. 

Stephen Crane The Red Badge of Courage. This very short novel follows a young 

Union soldier during the Civil War as he reckons with bravery, war, 

and his growing sense of self. A classic for a reason.  

Arthur Conan 

Doyle 

The Hound of the Baskervilles. A Sherlock Holmes supernatural, 

terror-filled classic which takes place on a Scottish moor. 

Clyde Edgerton Walking Across Egypt. Humorous and touching story set in a small 

town in North Carolina. An elderly woman adopts a juvenile 

delinquent, a teenage boy who grows and changes because of their 

relationship.  

Carlos Eire 

 

Waiting for Snow in Havana. Carlos Eire was one of the 14,000 

“Peter Pan children” taken out of Cuba in 1962.  Eire’s life before 

leaving Cuba will make the reader laugh, and at times even grimace 

with self-recognition.  

Kaye Gibbons Ellen Foster. A young girl growing up in the South survives many 

family problems and learns to overcome prejudice. 



John Howard 

Griffen 

Black Like Me. Can a white person ever truly understand the black 

experience in America? White reporter John Griffin was determined 

to find out, and after a series of dangerous skin procedures (staining 

his skin with shoe polish, avoiding all light for months, using early 

prototypes of a tanning bed) he entered New Orleans in the 1950’s as 

a white man who looked and lived as a black man. His report of the 

day-to-day, moment-to-moment injustices that African Americans 

face was—and remains today—a shocking eye-opener of casual and 

systematic racism. The text ponders the notions of freedom, dignity, 

and what it means to be part of humanity. Gripping bestseller that 

has never gone out of print. 

Carl Hiaasen Flush. In this environmental mystery novel, Noah Underwood tries to 

stop a greedy casino boat owner from dumping toxic sludge into the 

waters around the Florida Keys. Hiaasen is one of Florida’s greatest 

writers, as he’s able to capture the possibility and craziness and 

wildness of our state better than just about any other novelist. This is 

a quick, exciting read.  

Elizabeth Kata A Patch of Blue. The story of a blind white girl whose friendship with 

a black man leads to unexpected complications. 

Barbara 

Kingsolver 

The Bean Trees. What would you do if someone handed you a baby 

to hold, then ran away? This event changes Taylor Greer’s life forever 

as she forms an unconventional family with her new baby. 

John Knowles A Separate Peace. The often-uncomfortable world of ordinary 

adolescent boys in New England during the early years of World War 

II is examined in this fast-paced tragedy of human nature. 

Harper Lee To Kill a Mockingbird. Harper Lee’s classic novel about race, the 

South, and growing up. A must-read for anyone interested in 

understanding the complexities of our region.  

Note: Students who attended Maclay eighth grade should not choose this 

option, as they read this book in their English class.  

C.S. Lewis The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. The first book in Lewis’s 

Chronicles of Narnia series, this fantasy novel imparts important 

moral lessons in an accessible, captivating style.  

Frank McCourt Angela’s Ashes. Frank McCourt tells his story of enduring the 

incredible poverty of 1930’s Limerick. He examines his family, his 

religion, and his own identity from the perspective of an adult 

through the voice of a child. 



Walter Dean 

Meyers 

The Greatest: Muhammad Ali. This biography about one of the 

greatest athletes of all time – and one of the most influential 

Americans of all time – tells Ali’s whole story, from his early life in 

Louisville, to his remarkable boxing career, to his social activism. See 

how one of our most inspiring athletes lived his life and changed 

American society forever.  

Daniel Miyares How to Say Goodbye in Cuban. This graphic novel memoir tells the 

dramatic coming-of-age story of Carlos (the author’s father) as he 

navigates the Cuban Revolution and flees with his family to America. 

The ink and watercolor illustrations make this an easy, quick, and 

entertaining reading experience.   

 Sy Montgomery 

and Temple 

Grandin 

 How the Girl Who Loved Cows Embraced Autism and Changed the 

World. A compelling autobiography about the life of Temple 

Grandin, this book gives insight into one woman’s attempts to reckon 

with her autism and gives readers a look into an extraordinary mind. 

Gordon Parks The Learning Tree. A black family in Kansas faces the barrier of 

society in the 1920’s. A heart-warming and realistic view of life on the 

“frontier of democracy.” 

Erich Maria 

Remarque 

All Quiet on the Western Front. Teenage boys in Germany in World 

War I are drafted out of high school and face all the horrors of war in 

this realistic novel. 

Karen Russell Swamplandia! Set in the Florida Everglades, Swamplandia! is narrated 

by thirteen-year-old Ava, who is determined to save the family 

business: an alligator theme park.  A ghost named Louis 

Thanksgiving and the ethereal Bird Man are just a few of the 

characters that leave one wondering how much is real, and how 

much is Ava's imagination. 

Ferrol Sams Run with the Horsemen. The first in a trilogy of the hilarious antics 

and adventures of Porter Osborne, Jr. Enjoy the growing up of a boy 

in rural Georgia during the 1920s and 30s. 

William 

Shakespeare 

Romeo and Juliet. This epic and tragic love story – about two teens 

from different sides of the tracks – is required reading for anyone 

who has or who will be in love. So, like, everyone.  

Note: Students who attended Maclay eighth grade should not choose this 

option, as they read this book in their English class. 



Tommie Smith, 

Derrick Barnes, 

and Dawud 

Anyabwile 

Victory. Stand! Raising My Fist for Justice. This graphic memoir tells 

the inspiring story of one of the most iconic moments in the history of 

sports. During their medal ceremony in Mexico City in 1968, two 

Black athletes (Tommie Smith and John Carlos) each raised a black-

clad fist during the playing of the national anthem in a salute to 

“human rights.” This book tells Smith’s life story – from growing up 

picking cotton in Texas, to becoming an elite athlete, to reckoning 

with the aftermath of his protest. Insightful narrative and stark 

drawings animate this powerful and inspiring book.  

Bram Stoker Dracula. A wild tale of vampires, werewolves, and possession 

emphasizes the real conflict between good and evil. This novel was 

the inspiration for the “Count Dracula” legends. 

Mark Twain The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. The “prequel” to Huckleberry Finn, 

this rollicking novel follows the boyish adventures of Tom Sawyer, 

along the Mississippi River, in nineteenth-century America.  

Jeannette Walls The Glass Castle. Jeannette’s parents are free spirits. They live with 

the objective of avoiding rules, structure, and even the reliability of a 

regular income. However, when the child feels like she has to raise 

her parents, the freedom can become a prison.  

Jesmyn Ward Salvage the Bones. This novel, set in the days leading up to Hurricane 

Katrina, explores the often difficult, sometimes magical, always 

strange life of Esch, a young girl struggling to find her way in a 

difficult world. Community, family, and fate are just a few ideas this 

poetic, eloquent novel explores. National Book Award Winner. 

Jacqueline 

Woodson 

Brown Girl Dreaming. This memoir in verse tells the story of the 

author’s life in the 1960s and 1970s as she grows up in South Carolina 

and New York. In easy to understand poems, Woodson helps us 

deeply consider what it means to grow up and into your voice – even 

in a world that does not always see you or love you.  

Malala 

Yousafzai and 

Christina Lamb 

 I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot 

by the Taliban. A remarkable true story about a young girl who stood 

up to the terrorists in order to have access to education.  

  

 


