www.sayvilleschools.org

May 2026

-

FROM THE SAYVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT

SAYVILLE PRIORITIZES STUDENT SUCCESS

Budget Priorities:

Closing the Gap between revenues and expenditures to
ensure long-term fiscal health

Maintaining AU Programs and staffing levels for students

Introducing Capital Improvements to enhance student
experiences

Reducing the Use of Reserves to avoid relying on reserve
funds to balance the budget, a practice that has been in
place since 2017-2018

Generating New Revenue through additional sources
pursued by the District as part of long-range planning,
including success in securing additional ongoing state aid

BUDGET VOTE

ACROSS THE DISTRICT

Key Highlights:

Implementation of a new elementary
literacy program for pre-K through
grade 5

Distribution of new Chromebooks to
students in grades 5 and 9

Provision of professional
development for middle school
academic teams to support and
enhance teaming programs

Addition of three middle
school sports teams to expand
opportunities for all students

TUESDAY, MAY 19 « 7AM -9 PM
Old Junior High School Renovated Gym, 30 Greene Avenue, Sayville




Make Your Vote Count!

Dear Sayville Community,

On behalf of the Board of Education, I want to thank you for your continued partnership in making Sayville Public Schools
a place where every student can thrive. As we present the proposed budget for the upcoming school year, our focus remains
steadfast: protecting the excellence of a Sayville education while honoring our commitment to fiscal stability.

Our primary goal is to ensure the “Sayville experience” remains intact. This budget maintains all current programs, from
our robust Advanced Placement offerings to our award-winning arts and competitive athletics. We are proud to present a
plan that supports quality education while following a rigorous path of fiscal discipline. We have scrutinized every line item
to find efficiencies, increased our focus on revenue, and decreased unnecessary expenses. Furthermore, following a strategy
highlighted in our recent budget presentations, we are intentionally relying less on “one-time” reserve funds to bridge
gaps, ensuring the District’s long-term financial health through a truly fiscally responsible budget.

In addition to the general budget, we are asking for your support on Proposition #4. This proposition gives the District
permission to utilize existing funds already held in our Capital Reserve. Because these funds are already set aside, this
allows us to complete vital projects at no additional expense to the taxpayer. These enhancements include modernized
learning spaces, new theater lighting and sound systems for our performers, and vital upgrades to our athletic spaces and

Districtwide security camera and software systems to keep our students safe.

A budget is a reflection of a community’s values. This proposal represents our best efforts to deliver a premier education
while remaining mindful of the economic realities we all face. We are proud of the balance we have struck—one that
supports our teachers, empowers our students, and respects our neighbors.

We encourage you to review the details in this newsletter and join us for the upcoming vote. Your support is the foundation

of our students’ success.
With gratitude,

Christine Sarni
Sayville Board of Education president, on behalf of the Board of Trustees
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Proposition #4: Use of Capital Reserve to enhance facilities, security, instructional spaces, WIALEALS BN
athletics, and the arts. This will result in no additional increase to the taxpayer. THE DISTRICT
WEBSITE
HS Auditorium Sound and Lighting Upgrades $450,000
HS Weight Room Move to Fitness Center $325,000 The ULS: Department of ustice has

mandated that all public school

Math Classroom Upgrades for White Board districts in Suffolk County and Nassau

(8 High School, 4 Middle School) $125,000 L ——

. .\ the Voting Rights Act of 1965, must
Security Camera Additions/Upgrades at All Schools $200,000 produce board of trustee elections and
Total Capital Reserve $1,100,000 school district budget vote documents
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in both English and Spanish.




2026-2027 PROPOSED BUDGET SUMMARY

Adopted Budget Proposed Budget Increase/
THREE-PART BUDGET 2025-2026 2026-2027 (Decrease)
ADMINISTRATIVE $10,256,690 $10,156,825 ($99,865)
CAPITAL $18,678,470 $19,259,939 $581,469
PROGRAM $76,741,633 $78,305,114 $1,563,481
TOTAL SCHOOL BUDGET $105,676,793 $107,721,878 $2,045,085
BUDGET REVENUES
Adopted Budget Proposed Budget Increase/
2025-2026 2026-2027 (Decrease)
STATE AID $28,529,149 $29,786,000 $1,256,851
OTHER INCOME $3,753,566 $3,944,538 $190,972
APPROPRIATED FUND BALANCE $5,494,078 $4,196,340 ($1,297,738)
TAX LEVY $67,900,000 $69,795,000 $1,895,000
TOTAL SCHOOL BUDGET $105,676,793 $107,721,878 $2,045,085
ESTIMATED SCHOOL TAX RATE
Adopted Budget Proposed Budget Increase/
2025-2026 2026-2027 (Decrease)
ESTIMATED TAX RATE-HOMESTEAD 21.77 22.37 0.60
(PER $100 OF ASSESSED VALUE) A tax-rate increase before STAR exemptions. (Home assessed at 45,000, approximately $22.78 per month)
PROPOSED BUDGET FUNCTIONAL SUMMARY
Adopted Budget | Proposed Budget Increase/ ' |
2025-2026 2026-2027 (Decrease)
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION $12,883,495 $12,505,377 ($378,118)
INSTRUCTION $53,749,293 $55,019,619 $1,270,326
TRANSPORTATION $5,658,723 $5,353,377 ($305,346)
RECREATION (Use of Facilities) $115,848 $105,570 ($10,278)
BENEFITS $26,319,063 $26,680,796 $361,733
DEBT SERVICE $5,790,371 $6,397,139 $606,768
TRANSFER TO OTHER FUNDS $1,160,000 $1,660,000 $500,000

TOTAL SCHOOL BUDGET $105,676,793 $107,721,878 $2,045,085




BOARD OF EDUCATION TRUSTEES

Last incumbent:
James J. Bertsch, Jr.

3-Year Term Ending
June 30, 2029

Candidates:
Kyle Valentine
Jason Rowland

Last incumbent:
Thomas Cooley

3-Year Term Ending
June 30, 2029

Candidates:
Thomas Cooley
running unopposed

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

2026-2027 « $58,000
2025-2026 « $57,000

Estimated Homestead Tax
RATE PER $100

2026-2027 « $0.019
2025-2026 « $0.018

VOTING REQUIREMENTS

TO BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE ON TUESDAY, MAY 19,
ONE MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING REQUIREMENTS:

1. Be a U.S. citizen.

2. Be 18 years of age or older.

3. Be a resident of the Sayville School District for at least 30 days

prior to the voting date.

4. Be registered to vote in the Sayville School District.

NOTE: General election registration qualifies residents.

REGISTRATION

Registration for new
residents, residents who
have moved within the
District, and residents who
have not voted in a Sayville
School District election since
January 1, 2022 can register:

In person on Tuesday;,

May 12, 2026, for evening
registration, which is between
the hours of 4:30 p.m. and
7:30 p.m. in the Sayville
Administration Building,

99 Greeley Avenue, Sayville,
NY 11782.

Please Note: Tuesday, May 12
is also the last day to request
an absentee/early voting ballot
by mail.

AND

In person until Wednesday,
May 13, 2026 at the Sayville
Administration Building,

99 Greeley Avenue, Sayville, NY
11782 between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.

Please Note: Monday, May 18 is the
last day to request an absentee/early
voting ballot (in person).

SAYVILLE LIBRARY TRUSTEE

Last Incumbent:
Debra Mitchell

5-Year Term Ending June 30, 2031

Candidate:
Debra Mitchell running unopposed

SAYVILLE LIBRARY

Estimated
Homestead Tax
Budget: Tax Levy RATE PER $100

2026-2027 « $5,138,024 2026-2027 « $1.65
2025-2026 « $4,907,826 2025-2026 « $1.57

A tax-rate increase before STAR Exemptions
(Home Assessed at $45,000, approximately $2.77 per month)

ABSENTEE & EARLY MAIL
BALLOT INFORMATION

Absentee/early mail ballot applications can be
found on the District website. Navigate to the Board
of Education tab and then click Board Election
Information & Advocacy.

B You may use the application if you are a qualified
voter who resides in the school district.

B You may only apply for an absentee/early mail
ballot on your own behalf. If you have any
questions, please contact the District Clerk at
(631) 244-6516.

B Per the District’s legal notice and in accordance
with Education Law §2018-a, completed
applications may not be received by the District
Clerk earlier than Monday, April 20, 2026, and
such applications must be received by the District
Clerk at least seven (7) days before the election
if the ballot is to be mailed by the voter, May 12,
2026 or the day before the election, if the ballot
is to be delivered personally to the voter or the
agent named in the absentee ballot application.

B Absentee/early mail ballot applications must
be received by the District Clerk no later than
4:00 p.m., prevailing time, on Monday, May 18,
2026. Receipt of absentee/early mail ballots must
be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday;,
May 19, 2026.
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Sayville School District
99 Greeley Avenue
Sayville, New York 11782

Board of Education

Christine Sarni, President

Kelly Sack, Vice President

Thomas Cooley  Christopher Robertson
Desmond Megna Kathy VanDorn

Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Marc Ferris
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