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Verbum Dei Jesuit High School is a Jesuit Catholic, Cristo Rey high school that offers young men
from supportive families of limited resources a college prep curriculum, corporate work experience,
and faith formation that prepares them to graduate from college as men-with-and-for-others who

serve their communities and pursue a more just and humane world for all.

Excellence

We promote the highest level of effort from students,

faculty, and staff in academics, work, and

extracurricular activities.

Cooperation

The Verb thrives on mutual support, where every
individual receives the necessary attention,

encouragement, and resources required to succeed.

Generosity
Inspired by Jesus’ message — “Anything you did for one of my brothers or sisters, however humble, you did for me” —

we practice selflessness and service to others.
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Resilience
We grow stronger in the face of adversity by practicing

perserverance.

Integrity
We uphold honesty, respect, and moral responsibility in all
aspects of life and decision-making.
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Partner
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Verbum Dei Jesuit High School is a proud member of the Cristo Rey Network of schools whose mission
is to "transform urban America, one student at a time." Through an education model that combines
rigorous academic coursework with real-world corporate work experience, students from Cristo Rey
Network schools are prepared to successfully get to and through college.



Wiessage from fhe Presidont

When | reflect on my four years as president here at Verbum Dei, one word comes to mind:
BLESSED. There is not a minute that goes by that | am not grateful for this community—our
students, my incredible, selfless colleagues, and our most generous supporters.

But the second word that comes to mind is hard. It’s the word repeated three times in our
motto: Work Hard. Play Hard. Pray Hard. It goes without saying, education is a tough business.
But in the heart of Watts—with the challenges our young men and families face—this work
can feel almost impossible.

And yet, I've come to believe something else is also true: many of life’s greatest blessings
arrive disguised—wrapped in hardship, carried through struggle, and then cherished so
deeply that we can never be thankful enough. It’s a strange dynamic, but one that sits at the
heart of the Gospel: blessed are those who know what it is to carry a burden, for they will
inherit the Kingdom of God.

There’s a saying | often repeat, especially when I’'m confronted with a difficult situation:
Choose hard every time, and everything will be easy. In a world that avoids discomfort and
chases convenience, choosing hard can feel countercultural. But it is also the path to what is
real—what is lasting—what is holy.

In my biased opinion, Verbum Dei is living proof of God’s promise.
Because without redemption and hope, who would choose hard? But if
you believe in those things, then choosing hard doesn’t just make life
meaningful—it becomes the very place where God is found. Grace
abounds. Hope takes root. And blessings break through.

This is meaningful work—good work—and yes, hard work.
And we are blessed. Thank you for making it possible.



STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS

80% Hispanic/Latino

17% African American
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To and Through College: Raising the Bar i

For more than a decade, Verbum Dei Jesuit proudly celebrated a 100% college - ........

acceptance rate. Two years ago, we challenged ourselves to go further—notonly - - - -+«

getting our young men to college, but ensuring they graduate. @~ -

Among the Class of 2018, 54% of those who enrolled in college earned their degrees. = = = =
—significantly exceeding the national average for students from similar

socioeconomic backgrounds. Yet our commitment to excellence calls us higher.

Our goal is clear: an 80% college completion rate.

Because of your partnership, we are building the systems and support to make
that vision a reality. We have strengthened academic expectations, expanded
college readiness efforts, and invested in dedicated alumni support through the
hiring of an Alumni Advisor who accompanies our graduates throughout their
college journey. We are also helping students make thoughtful, mission-aligned
college choices—an increasingly critical step as higher education costs continue to
rise.

The progress reflected in this report is the direct result of a community that
believes in forming men prepared not only to enter college, but to persevere and
thrive. Thank you for walking with our students—your support is transforming
aspirations into achievement.

Meet the College Guidance Team:

Kevin Garcia

Having served as Verbum Dei’s College Counselor for over
four years, Mr. Garcia brings over a decade of experience
in education as a coach, tutor, and teacher. A graduate of
Cal State Fullerton, he earned his Master of Education and
PPS Credential from Concordia University in 2020.

Mark Palmer ‘16 AN
A South Los Angeles native and Verbum Dei alum, Mr. D
Palmer earned a B.A. in Political Science and an M.P.A. R

from Marist College. A former Presidential Fellowat ~  ........

Marist, he now serves as Verbum Dei's first Alumni e
Advisor, bringing his expertise back to his alma mater to EEEERER

invest in our seniors and alumni network.
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Males National College Graduation Rates
60%
Black and Hispanic males lag behind the overall
S0% average, highlighting persistent disparities in
40% educational outcomes.
30% : : .
This underscores the importance of Verbum Dei’s
20% mission and the need for access to support and
10% resources to bridge the gap.
0% - - Source: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)

Black Hispanic Class of '18

First-Generation Graduates

Nearly all Verbum Dei students who
pursue higher education leave a lasting
impact that extends beyond the
classroom by establishing a family
legacy as the first in their families to
graduate from college or university. This Students
generational influence embodies the
manifestation of our mission.

98%

First-Gen

Private College/University
Graduation Rates (within 6-Years)

Black and Hispanic students are scoring higher
success rates at private universities, thanks to an
abundance of resources and support. Verbum Dei
students are also acing it at private schools, fueling
our mission for a Catholic college-centric strategy!

Source: National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
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96%

YEAR-OVER-YEAR
JOB RETENTION

highest of ALL
Cristo Rey Schools

$23,000
($8,500)
$14,500
$11,800
$2,700
$1,500

$1,200

Cost per student

CWSP Contribution

VDJHS Guaranteed Scholarship
Maximum Annual Tuition Cost
Avg. Additional Aid

Out-of-Pocket Family Cost

877%

FUNDED JOBS

4 consecutive years
of employment increases!
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Greg Goethals, S.J.

e 11,1155 - [oseaher 24, 2025

Verbum Dei Jesuit High School gives thanks to God for the life, priesthood, and fearless
leadership of Fr. Gregory M. Goethals, S.J.—a relentless champion of Catholic education whose
presence shaped countless lives across Southern California and far beyond. Fr. Greg believed,
with his whole heart, in what a Jesuit education makes possible: young people formed with
faith, intellect, conscience, and courage, prepared to lead lives of purpose and service.

For Verbum Dei, Fr. Greg was more than a supporter. He was a builder of hope and a
trusted friend to our community—especially to our President, Fr. Travis Russell, S.J. He
understood our mission at a deep level: accompanying young men from Watts and
surrounding neighborhoods as they become “men for others,” grounded in prayer,
disciplined in excellence, and ready to transform their families and communities. He carried
Verbum Dei in his heart, and he carried our students in his prayers.

In 2023, we were honored to recognize Fr. Greg as a Verbum Dei President’s Gala Honoree—
an acknowledgment of what so many already knew: that his advocacy for our school was
steadfast, strategic, and rooted in love. He helped shape the very foundation of our
benefactor community, not by seeking attention, but by inviting others into relationship with
the mission. Fr. Greg had a remarkable gift for making people feel seen, welcomed, and called
to something greater. He inspired generosity not through pressure, but through purpose.

Those who worked alongside him describe his leadership as bold
and visionary—yet always human. He could be decisive and direct
when the moment demanded it, and light-hearted and joyful when
encouragement was needed most. In him, strength and tenderness
lived together. He led with clarity, with humor, with deep compassion,
and with an unshakeable belief in the dignity of every person.

Fr. Greg’s legacy is written in campuses strengthened,
students empowered, and communities renewed—but most of
all, in lives changed through his faithful witness. We mourn his
passing, and we also celebrate the enduring impact of his
vocation: a life poured out in service, animated by the Gospel,
and marked by joy.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon him. May his soul, and the souls of all the faithful
departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.



EXPENSES

Academics & Student Programs $5,336,005
@ General & Administrative $1,901,340
Development $748,475
TOTAL $7,985,820
REVENUES
Tuition/Fees $451,360
. Catholic Education Foundation $277,000
Corporate Work Study $1,811,274
Contributions $9,400,928
@ Investment Income $1,942,240
TOTAL $13,882,802
CONTRIBUTIONS
@ Individual Gifts $2,100,690
@ corporate Gifts $105,736
Foundation Gifts $1,127,100
@ cvents $722,413
Capital $5,344,989*
TOTAL $9,400,928

*Includes Multi-Year Pledges



ENDOWMENT

$7,000,000
$6,000,000
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$1,000,000
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MARKET VALUE

FY20 FY21 FYae FY23 FYa24 FY25

INVESTMENT PERFORMANCE*

FY25 9.9%

FY24 14.5%

FY23 8.5%

0% 5% 10% 15% 20%
*Net of external management fees

ASSET
ALLOCATION

ng;l’s Equity Allocation

Well diversified, expressing more equally

weighted broad market exposure with

$626’461 emphasis on large-cap value, high and

eg:;‘z\:f:edn‘;rionrix: growing dividends, and companies with
strong cash profiles.

Equity Bond Allocation
65% High-quality credit sector focus to build
income and manage risk to the downside.
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Strengthening the Foundation for Tomorrow

As we present this year's Annual Report, | am filled with gratitude for the extraordinary
community that surrounds Verbum Dei Jesuit High School. Your commitment to our
endowment is not simply an investment in a fund—it is an investment in young men
whose lives are being transformed every single day.

The endowment represents stability, vision, and faith in the long-term promise of our
mission. It allows us to provide critical scholarship support, sustain the Corporate Work
Study Program, and attract and retain exceptional faculty who accompany our students
academically, spiritually, and personally. Because of you, Verbum Dei remains a place
where young men from Watts are formed to lead lives marked by generosity, excellence,
integrity, cooperation, and resilience.

As our Annual and Endowment Reports come together this year, you will see how deeply

interconnected our immediate impact and our long-term sustainability truly are. Annual
support fuels today; endowment support protects tomorrow. Both are essential. Both are
powerful. And both are made possible through your partnership.

We are building something that will endure well beyond any single school year. With
continued growth of the endowment, we strengthen our ability to expand opportunity,
innovate boldly, and ensure that future generations of Eagles have access to the same
transformative Jesuit education our students experience today.

Thank you for walking alongside us in this sacred work. Your generosity does more than
sustain Verbum Dei—it secures its future.

With deep appreciation,

tephanie Andrade
Vice President of Mission Advancement
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We sincerely thank everyone who has
supported Verbum Dei Jesuit High School.

Your generosity helps our students exceed
limits and achieve their God-given potential.
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St. Paul the Apostle Catholic Community
St.Vincent De Paul
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Taylor Stevenson

Jim and Karen Stewart
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Tha College of St. Francis Xavier High School
The Ahmanson Foundation

The Bob and Gaye Harris Foundation

The Cheesecake Factory

The Green Foundation

The Green Oak Foundation

The Joanne Marie and Marcel George Foundation
The Julia Stearns Dockweiler Charitable Foundation
The Rose & Sam Mandala Endowment
Teresa Thomas

Diane R. Thomas

Monica Torres

Cristy Townsend

Toyota Match

Honorable John Trotter

Matthew Trotter

Greene Trust

Lauren Tuerk

Elizabeth Turner Suscha

Jack and Ann Tweedy

UBS

Underground Films

Amana Valencia

Leonard Valenzuela

Peter C. Ver Halen

Verb Jesuit High School Senior Class of 2025
Marcel Viens
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Joe and Emily Viola

Von Der Ahe Foundation

W.M. Keck Foundation
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Weyant Massiello Charitable Trust
Matthew Wheeler

Sue and Dan White

Terrence White

Karen Wicke

Arthur Wielkoszweski

William B. Fitzgerald and Sandra Krause
William H. Hannon Foundation
Kathy and Warren Wimmer
Athena and Phelps Wood
Sharon Ann Wood

Henry Workman, Jr.

Judy Young

Mark Zielinski

Rita and Andrew Zimbaldi

Endowment Legacy

Alexander Loscialpo
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The Duvall Endowment

Vincent J. McGuinness Scholarship

THANK YOU!
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PLANNED GIVING

Creating Sustainable Impact - Empowering through Education * Establishing a Personal Legacy.

Making a planned gift is more than a charitable act—
it’s a powerful way to shape the future.

Why Planned Giving?

A well-planned gift creates benefits for you
and your loved ones and a lasting legacy at
Verbum Dei.

Your planned gift—such as a bequest,
charitable trust, or IRA beneficiary
designation—will help ensure that future
generations of students will continue
benefiting from a transformative Jesuit
education thatempowers them to achieve
their fullest potential.

Planned gifts also offer practical benefits to
donors, such as tax savings and potential
income generation. You'll create a lasting
legacy for you and your family, while providing
our school critical resources for years to come.

Your generosity today helps build a brighter
tomorrow for Verbum Dei Jesuit Please join us
as we continue empowering young men to
lead lives of purpose and service, creating
lasting change for generations to come.

The Verbum Dei Magis Society

Donors who make planned gifts become
members of the Verbum Dei Magis Society.
There is no minimum gift requirement—
simply inform us of your intended bequest
or other planned gift so we can acknowledge
your generosity.

Magis Society members receive invitations
to special school events and programs,
along with recognition in our Annual Report
and other publications. Your public support
inspires others to follow your example and
strengthens our future sustainability.

Contact us about

Planned Giving today!

Stephanie Andrade, VP of Mission Advancement,
323.614.8491 or advancement@verbjesuit.org
Or visit verbjesuit.org/giving/planned-giving

to learn more.

Your commitment helps build a stronger future for every student we serve.
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Scan to make a

tax-deductible
contribution.

Make a gift today and impact our
students and their families for generations to come.




