
Slidell High School- Summer/Holiday Reading 
English IV (G) 2026-2027 
 
Dear Parents and Students,  
 
​ Reading comprehension skills are essential to a student’s academic growth. These skills 
can benefit a person for a lifetime. In an effort to nurture both the habits of good reading and the 
love of reading, as well as develop strong reading skills, the following reading assignment has 
been assigned to all English IV Dual Enrollment students. Every English IV DE student must 
read and annotate one of the following novels over the summer: The Picture of Dorian Gray by 
Oscar Wilde, 1984 by George Orwell, or Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier.  
 
​ Reading and annotations must be completed no later than August 10th 2026, so get 
started now! It is strongly suggested that a personal copy of this novel be obtained and annotated. 
However, one may be checked out from the library and annotations can be done on post-it notes 
or as split-page notes.  
 
Book Synopses:  
The Picture of Dorian Gray 
In this celebrated work, his only novel, Wilde forged a devastating portrait of the effects of evil 
and debauchery on a young aesthete in late-19th-century England. Combining elements of the 
Gothic horror novel and decadent French fiction, the book centers on a striking premise: As 
Dorian Gray sinks into a life of crime and gross sensuality, his body retains perfect youth and 
vigor while his recently painted portrait grows day by day into a hideous record of evil, which he 
must keep hidden from the world. For over a century, this mesmerizing tale of horror and 
suspense has enjoyed wide popularity. It ranks as one of Wilde's most important creations and 
among the classic achievements of its kind. 
 
1984 
This dystopian novel by George Orwell, published in 1949, depicts a totalitarian society under 
the constant surveillance of "Big Brother" and the Party, exploring themes of mass surveillance, 
censorship, and the manipulation of truth. The story follows Winston Smith, a low-ranking 
member of the Outer Party, as he rebels against the oppressive regime through a secret love affair 
and a quest for truth, ultimately leading to his capture and re-education in Room 101. The novel 
introduced terms like "Big Brother," "thoughtcrime," and "Newspeak" into the English language, 
serving as a warning against totalitarianism. 
 
Rebecca 
A 1938 novel by Daphne du Maurier, this psychological thriller is about a young, unnamed 
woman who marries the wealthy widower Maxim de Winter and moves to his grand estate, 



Manderley, only to find herself haunted by the memory of his first wife, Rebecca, and tormented 
by the sinister housekeeper, Mrs. Danvers, who preserves Rebecca's legacy. The story explores 
themes of jealousy, obsession, and identity, blending gothic romance with mystery as the new 
Mrs. de Winter struggles to overcome the shadow of her predecessor and discover the truth about 
Rebecca's death. 

 
Assignment:  
Annotate this novel using the attached annotation guidelines. Complete reading and annotations 
no later than Monday, August 10th. Project instructions will be delivered on Monday, August 
10th.  
 
Task: The most common complaint about annotating is that it slows down your reading. Yes, it 
does. That’s the point. If annotating as you read annoys you, read a chapter, then go back and 
annotate. Reading a text a second time is preferable anyway.  
Bring your annotations to class the first day to be sure you’re on the right track. Approach the 
work with an open mind. Let the text inspire you and stretch your imagination.  



 



 


