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  January 2026 
 
  Dear School Board Member Candidate: 
 
Please find all information necessary to file your petition as a candidate for School Board Member in the 
Annual School Election which will be held on Tuesday, November 3, 2026. The Petition is due in my 
office no later than 4 p m , Monday, July 27, 2026. Petitions may be  filed d u r i n g  normal business 
hours Monday-Friday from 8:00am-4:30pm until the filing deadline of 4pm on Monday, July 27th.  
Please check our website to see if there is a change in hours for the summer months. Notary is 
available on-site at no charge to notarize your petition if   needed. 

 
  Included in packet:  
  The Nominating Petition 
  NJSA 19:60-9 Bracketing of Candidates 
  Key School Board Dates 
  New Jersey School Board Associate Information 
 
There is a signature requirement of 25 Registered Voters in the District. You have the option to associate with 
other candidates providing one petition (you must all be seeking the same office & term) and include a three (3) 
word slogan designation on the ballot.  
 
Please feel free to contact me at (908)788-1214 or via email at countyclerk@co.hunterdon.n j.us if you have 
any questions. You may also contact your local Business Administrator.  The Public School Directory is 
available for viewing at:  
https://www.co.hunterdon.nj.us/224/School-Directory 
 
Thank you for your interest in serving your community.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mary 
 
Mary H. Melfi 
County Clerk 

 



NOVEMBER SCHOOL ELECTION NOMINATING PETITION 
All candidates are required by law to comply with the provisions of “The New Jersey Campaign Contributions and Expenditures 
Reporting Act,” N.J.S.A. 19:44A-1 et seq. For further information, please call the Election Law Enforcement Commission, 
 (609) 292-8700. 

To: Mary H. Melfi, Hunterdon County Clerk  
  
NOMINATING STATEMENT:  
We, the undersigned, are qualified voters of _____________________________________________________School District of  
__________________________________ (Municipality) in Hunterdon County, New Jersey.  

We hereby endorse the person(s) hereinafter named as candidate(s) for membership on the Board of Education representing 
(Name of Municipality)__________                                            for the (Full or Unexpired) ______________________ term of 
(Number of Years)____________________ years, and we hereby request that the name of said candidate(s) be printed on the 
official ballot to be used at the ensuing election for the Board of Education to be held during the General Election on 
 November ______, 20________.  

 
NAME OF CANDIDATE(S)  RESIDENCE AND POST OFFICE ADDRESS    EMAIL 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

A. SIGNATORIES: 
(At least twenty-five signatures, one of which may be the candidate’s, are required to nominate a candidate.) We, the undersigned 
petitioners, hereby certify that the said candidate(s) listed above is/are legally qualified under the laws of the State to be elected 
a member of the                                                                                     Board of Education. 

  PRINTED NAME  ADDRESS  SIGNATURE 

1.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

2.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

3.  ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________ 

4.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

5.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

6.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

7.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

8.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

9.   ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

10. ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

11. ______________________   __________________________________   _______________________________  

12. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

13. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

14. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

15. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

16. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

17. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

18. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

19. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

20. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

21. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

22. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

23. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

24. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

25. ______________________  __________________________________  _______________________________ 

IMPORTANT NOTE: NOMINATING PETITION CONTINUED ON REVERSE SIDE 
 



C. VERIFICATION: 
 
_______________________________________ being duly sworn upon his/her oath, deposes and says that he/she satisfies the 
age, citizenship and in-state residency requirements and that the above petition is signed by each of the signers thereof in his/her 
own handwriting; that the said signers are, to deponent’s best knowledge and belief, legally qualified to vote at the school district 
election at which the candidate shall be voted for, and that the said petition is prepared and filed in absolute good faith for the sole 
purpose of endorsing the candidate therein named and placing the candidate’s name on the official ballot in order to secure his/her 
election as a member of the Board of Education. 
 
SWORN OR AFFIRMED AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS  ________________________________________ 
           (Signature of person circulating petition) 
 
______ DAY OF ________________, 20_______       ______________________________________ NOTARY’S SIGNATURE 
      
D.  CANDIDATE’S ACCEPTANCE/OATH OF ALLEGIANCE: (Please attach additional copies of this page only for EACH candidate.) 

 

I,_________________________________________, the candidate for membership on the Board of Education named in the 
foregoing petition, do hereby certify that I am qualified to be a member of the _________________________________ Board of 
Education; that I consent to stand as a candidate for election and, if elected, agree to accept and qualify into that office. I further 
affirm and declare that I am not disqualified as a voter pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:4-1. 

I further do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support the Constitution of the United States and the Constitution of the State of 
New Jersey and that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same and to the Governments established in the United States and 
in this State, under the authority of the people. “So help me God*. 
SWORN OR AFFIRMED AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME THIS                      __________________________________________ 

                                                                       SIGNATURE OF CANDIDATE 
____ DAY OF ______________,20_______ 
          
         ________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________   PRINTED OR TYPREWRITTEN NAME OF CANDIDATE  
 NOTARY’S SIGNATURE 
  

* No individual is required to swear that part of an oath which states ”So help me God” and may instead state “I do solemnly, 
sincerely and truly declare and affirm.” 

 

QUALIFICATIONS: 
Candidates filing a nominating petition for board membership must meet the following qualifications: 

• He/She is a citizen of the United States of America. 
• He/She must be at least 18 (eighteen) years of age to qualify for office. 
• He/She must be able to read and write. 
• He/She has been a resident of the municipality from which he/she is to be elected for at least one year preceding the date of 

the election. 
• He/She is not disqualified as a voter pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:4-1. 
• He/She is not disqualified from membership for the conviction of crimes pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:12-1* 
• He/She is a registered voter in the district. 

 
Within 30 days of election or appointment to the board, a member must undergo a criminal history background investigation 
through the New Jersey Department of Education. 

 
No board of education member shall be directly or indirectly involved in any contract with, or claim against, the board. 

 

E. DESIGNATION: (optional) 
The above candidate(s), having been endorsed for the office mentioned in this petition, does/do hereby request that there be 
printed opposite his/her/their name(s) on the General Election ballot the following designation.  This designation may contain no 
more than three words that convey the principles which the candidate(s) represent(s).  The designation must not contain the 
name, or a derivative or any part thereof used as a noun or an adjective, of any political party that is entitled to participate in a 
primary election. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Must not exceed three words 

 
Completed nominating petitions shall be filed with the County Clerk on or before 4:00 p.m. on the last Monday in July. The 
County Clerk’s office is located at Hall of Records, 71 Main Street, Flemington, NJ  08822 and the days, dates and business hours 
during which the office is open to receive petitions are: Monday – Friday 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. Notary services are available. 

 
 

Received by:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
HUNTERDON COUNTY CLERK/DESIGNEE 

 
At:  _____________________________   _____________________________________________________________ 
                              TIME                                                                                             DATE 







HUNTERDON COUNTY 

KEY SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION DATES 

2026 

  
*On or Before Monday, July 27th by 4pm – Deadline to file petition with County 
Clerk 
 
*On or Before Thursday, August 6th  – Deadline for County Clerk to file 
determination of objection to a petition 
 
*Monday, August 10th – Ballot draw for position –County Clerk’s office 
 
*Friday, August 14h - Deadline for a candidate to withdraw from Ballot 
 
*Friday, August 21st - Deadline to new candidate to file petition for vacancy 
 
 
Any appointment to a School Board after the 3rd Monday in July shall not be 
required to run for office during that calendar year. 

N.J.S.A.18A:12-15 (signed into law 12/27/13)  

f.  By a majority vote of the remaining members of the board after the vacancy occurs  in all other 
cases. 

 Each member so appointed shall serve until the organizational meeting following the next 
annual election unless the member is appointed to fill a vacancy occurring within the 60 days 
immediately preceding such election if the annual election is held in April, or occurring after the third 
Monday in July if the election is held in November, to fill a term extending beyond such election, in 
which case the member shall serve until the organizational meeting following the second annual 
election next succeeding the occurrence of the vacancy, and any vacancy for the remainder of the 
term shall be filled at the annual election or the second annual election next succeeding the 
occurrence of the vacancy, as the case may be.1 

(cf: P.L.1996, c.153, s.1.) 
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