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To: Members of the Board of Education and Dr. Kurt Rohlwing, Superintendent 

From: Dr. Jackie Bogan, Assistant Superintendent for Business/CSBO 

Re: Approval of the Food Service Fees for 2026–2027 

 

 

This memo provides recommended lunch and milk pricing for the 2026–2027 school year at 

Kaneland Harter Middle School and Kaneland High School. These recommendations reflect 

updated guidance from the District’s Food Service Department, compliance with federal 

requirements under the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), and continued efforts to 

maintain a financially sustainable program.  An updated chart of participation in the Free and 

Reduced-Price Lunch Program is also included for the Board’s review. 

 

Hot Lunch Prices – Harter Middle School (HMS) 

 

Kaneland Harter Middle School participates in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP), 

which is governed by federal regulations, including those outlined in the Healthy, Hunger-Free 

Kids Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-296). This legislation requires participating school food 

authorities to annually evaluate and adjust paid lunch prices in accordance with the Paid Lunch 

Equity (PLE) provision established by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). The intent is 

to gradually align paid meal prices with the federal reimbursement rate for free meals, thereby 

maintaining fiscal integrity and equity within the program. 

 

In accordance with USDA guidelines, the following price changes are recommended for the 

2025–2026 school year at HMS: 

 

• Student lunch: $3.60 (increase of $0.10 from $3.50 in 2025–2026) 

• Adult lunch: $4.50 (increase of $0.25 from $4.25) 

• Reduced-price lunch: $0.40 (no change; remains at the federally required maximum) 

These pricing adjustments are necessary to ensure continued compliance with federal regulations 

and to support the long-term sustainability of the district’s food service program. 
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Hot Lunch Prices – Kaneland High School (KHS) 

Kaneland High School does not participate in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP); 

therefore, lunch pricing at KHS is not subject to the federal requirements that govern meal 

pricing under the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act of 2010 or the USDA’s Paid Lunch Equity 

(PLE) provision. In the absence of federal regulation, pricing for student and adult meals at KHS 

is determined at the local level by the Board of Education, in alignment with Section 10-20.5 of 

the Illinois School Code (105 ILCS 5/10-20.5), which authorizes boards to manage school food 

service operations and set related fees. 

In order to maintain alignment with food service costs and ensure continued fiscal responsibility, 

the administration recommends the following increases for the 2026–2027 school year: 

 

• Student lunch: Increase to $4.00 (increase from $3.85 in 2025-2026) 

• Adult lunch: Increase to $4.50 (increase from $4.25, aligned with HMS and expanded offerings) 

• Reduced-price lunch: Increase to $2.00 (No change) 

 

The proposed increase in the reduced-price meal brings is 50% of the full student lunch price, 

supporting equity and cost recovery without NSLP subsidies.  These adjustments reflect 

increased food and labor costs, as well as the broader meal options available at the high school 

level. 

 

Milk Prices 

 

Milk (standalone purchase): $0.55 (no change for 2026–2027; to be reviewed in a future year) 

 

Milk will continue to be included as part of a reimbursable meal.  

 

These recommendations maintain compliance with federal requirements where applicable, reflect 

current operating costs, and support the continued financial stability of the District’s food service 

program. 
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Recommendation: The Board approves the hot lunch fees for the 2026-2027 school year as 

presented in the following table: 

 

 

 

Summary of the 2025-2026 Recommended Hot Lunch Prices 

 

 HMS KHS 

Student Hot Lunch $3.60 $4.00 

Reduced Hot Lunch $0.40 $2.00 
Adult Hot Lunch $4.50 $4.50 

Milk $0.55 ($48.001st sem., $48.00-2nd sem., $96.00-year) 



Location 2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 % change from 2016-2017 to 2025-2026
KHS FREE 167 165 164 170 184 201 194 169 175 158 -5.4%
HMS FREE 145 135 142 136 149 140 129 98 110 135 -6.9%
KST FREE 99 92 60 66 68 75 80 65 69 76 -23.2%
KSS FREE 51 62 56 59 48 54 44 39 42 45 -11.8%
KBK FREE 33 42 29 33 34 23 27 23 23 22 -33.3%
KME FREE 71 72 50 62 59 67 78 82 79 70 -1.4%
DISTRICT FREE TOTALS 566 568 501 526 542 560 552 476 498 506 -10.6%

2016-2017 2017-2018 2018-2019 2019-2020 2020-2021 2021-2022 2022-2023 2023-2024 2024-2025 2025-2026 % change from 2016-2017 to 2025-2026
KHS REDUCED 36 21 17 27 24 14 26 49 49 35 -2.8%
HMS REDUCED 17 15 21 23 17 4 15 25 25 25 47.1%
KST REDUCED 6 5 5 4 4 2 5 12 6 6 0.0%
KSS REDUCED 6 1 2 6 5 1 2 11 4 4 -33.3%
KBK REDUCED 4 3 2 6 4 4 5 13 6 9 125.0%
KME REDUCED 6 7 6 5 10 7 6 9 19 16 166.7%
DISTRICT REDUCED TOTALS 75 52 53 71 64 32 59 119 109 95 26.7%
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