
Summer Reading and Writing Assignments 

Dear 6th graders, 

This summer, your required reading is Christopher Paul Curtis's novel The Watsons Go To Birmingham 
- 1963, the story of a boy and his family who travel from Michigan to Birmingham, Alabama where they 
suddenly encounter a horrible race-related incident. It is a coming-of-age story with some mysterious surprises 
thrown in. This book will be your first text in English class next year, so make sure to read it and bring it to 
class in August.

In addition, you are expected to read one additional novel from the list below and to do some writing of 
your own. 

Required:  The Watsons Go To Birmingham - 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis 

Choice: choose at least one book from this list:

● Jenny Han - The Summer I Turned Pretty (2009)
● Rick Riordan - Daughter of the Deep (2023)
● Booki Vivat - Frazzled: Everyday Disasters and Impending Doom (2016)
● Trenton Lee Stewart - Mysterious Benedict Society (2007)
● Jerry Craft - New Kid (2019)
● Jacqueline Woodson - Before the Ever After (2022)
● Amy Makechnie - Ten Thousand Tries (2021)
● Ernesto Cisneros - Falling Short (2023)
● Karen Hesse - Letters from Rifka
● Jerry Spinelli - Maniac Magee  

Over the summer, we would like you to keep a handwritten journal of at least six entries using 
these prompts or any other of your own. Write as much as you can about your topics. You can 
fictionalize your entries if you like - pretend to be someone else and write in their voice. You could 
write in the form of poetry, song lyrics or drama as well. Be honest, be descriptive, be creative.  



1. Write about your day. What happened? With whom did you interact?
2. Write a response to a book you read this summer. What did teach you? What did it make you wonder?
3. Imagine that you get to meet a celebrity. Describe what happened.
4. Write about a time you said something that you regretted.
5. Write about a time that someone said something to you that hurt you.
6. Write about something that you are proud of.
7. If you could live in any book, what book would it be? Why?
8. Write a review of a movie.
9. Write a review of a television show.
10. Write a book review.
11. Write a story inspired by a recent dream that you had.
12. Write a new ending for your favorite book.
13. Write a story inspired by one of your pet-peeves.
14. Write about a time you kept a secret from someone else, or someone else kept a secret from you.
15. Interview a person in your life. Write a transcription of your interview. Try to ask them questions you do 

not already know the answer to!
16. Imagine you find a time traveling machine. Describe how you use it. Where do you go? What happens? 

Wishing you a healthy and happy summer and looking forward to seeing you in the new school year, 

Daniel Bush

English Department Chair


