
2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

Ancient and Medieval Literature 
 

9th Grade English 
Summer Required Reading 

Assignment 
 

Questions can be directed to Mr. Sloyan jsloyan@sageridge.org 

 

CLASS NAME TITLE OF TEXT COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

Ancient and 
Medieval Literature 

Gilgamesh 

 

Translated by 
Stephen Mitchell 

978-0743261647 Free Press 

Summary 
 
The Epic of Gilgamesh is the world’s oldest written story. The King of Uruk, Gilgamesh, uses his power recklessly and rules as a 
tyrant until Enkidu, a man equal in strength to the king, is sent by the gods to restore order to the community. The two heroes 
work together to serve Uruk, and eventually, the king gains knowledge of the afterlife and learns to accept his mortality.  

Directions 
 
Enjoy reading Stephen Mitchell’s readable and clear translation of Gilgamesh, humanity’s oldest written story. You’ll notice 
that although the book looks long, the poem itself is only about one-third of the pages. The other two-thirds consist of an 
introduction by Mitchell and extensive notes on the text. We recommend that you read the poem itself first (pages 69-199) and 
then read Mitchell’s introduction second (pages 1-66). Some introductions are slow reading, but Mitchell’s is conversational 
and engaging. However you choose to read, you will be responsible for the entire book, both the story and the introduction.  
 
It is important to work closely with the text so that you can participate actively in class discussions. Please keep READING 
NOTES in a composition book. You don’t need to write full sentences, but record any thoughts you have about the plot, 
characters, or main ideas of the book as they occur to you. 6-8 pages of light note-taking in your composition book should be 
enough. Also, please mark in the text itself when you see a quotation that you feel is significant. Be selective when choosing 
quotes – do not feel that you need to locate a significant quote on every page.  

Purpose 
 
This text will be used as a primary source in the first unit of both English and History, allowing students to explore the ways 
that the same source can be used differently in various disciplines.. In addition, we hope the text 1) gives you a good reading 
experience over the summer break, 2) leads the class into our year-long exploration of ancient and Classical world views, and 
3) provides an engaging context for your first written assignment in class. 

 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without 
consulting internet guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to 
use abridgments and are not to use AI when completing their assignment. 

 

mailto:jsloyan@sageridge.org


2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

 
World History and Religions to 1400 

 
9th Grade History 

Summer Required Reading 
Assignment 

Questions can be directed to Mr. Adler 
 radler@sageridge.og  

 

CLASS NAME TITLE OF TEXT COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

World History 
and Religions to 
1400 

The Death of 
Caesar: The Story of 
History’s Most 
Famous 
Assassination 

 

Barry Strauss 978-1451668797 Simon & Schuster 

Summary (from the publisher): 
Julius Caesar was stabbed to death in the Roman Senate on March 15, 44 BC—the Ides of March according to the Roman 
calendar. He was, says author Barry Strauss, the last casualty of one civil war and the first casualty of the next civil war, 
which would end the Roman Republic and inaugurate the Roman Empire. “The Death of Caesar provides a fresh look at a 
well-trodden event, with superb storytelling sure to inspire awe” (The Philadelphia Inquirer). 
 

Directions: 
This is an engaging narrative about the death of one of history’s most famous men. As you read, enjoy the story that Barry 
Strauss weaves together, but also pay attention to the various factors that contribute, not just to Caesar’s death, but to the 
volatile situation in Rome in the 1st century BCE. Historians have long debated the causes of the Roman republic’s decline, 
and Barry Strauss is offering us a particular view. Can you see what his narrative is? Students should annotate their books 
with this question in mind. 

Purpose 
Our first unit in history will be to examine the question of the fall of the Roman republic, and this will be our core text in 
this investigation. We will contrast it with views of other historians,a nd discuss the reasoning and methodology used by 
historians to arrive at different conclusions. 

 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without consulting 
internet guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to use abridgments 
and are not to use AI when completing their assignment. 

  

mailto:radler@sageridge.og


2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

CP World Literature 
 

10th Grade English CP / Honors  
Summer Required Reading 

Assignment 
 

Dr. McGann 
tmcgann@sageridge.org 

 

CLASS NAME TITLE OF TEXT COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

World Literature Monkey King: 

Journey to the West 

 

Wu Cheng’en 
(trans. Julia 
Lovell)  
 
It is essential that 
this translation 
and edition is 
purchased. 

978-0143138938  Penguin Classics 

Summary From the Introduction: Monkey King, or Journey to the West (c. 1580), is one of the masterworks of Chinese fiction. It recounts a 
Tang-dynasty monk’s quest for Buddhist scriptures in the seventh century, accompanied by an omnitalented kung fu monkey king called 
Sun Wukong, one of the most memorable reprobates in world literature, a rice-loving divine pig able to fly with its ears; and a depressive 
man-eating river-sand monster. It is a cornerstone text of Chinese fiction, and an index to early modern Chinese culture, thought and 
history. 

Directions 
Read closely, but also enjoy the many action-packed events..  

1) Annotate. Annotations include underlining/highlighting important concepts/events/people, marking key passages, and taking 
notes in the margins to help your understanding and/or comment on what you are reading.  

2) On separate pieces of paper, take notes (1-2 pages) on the following questions, and identify key passages that address these 
questions. These topic questions will be the focus of our discussion in the first week: 

● How does the novel portray those in power as well as  those seeking power?  
● Who is the hero of the story, and what supports your response? 
● How does the novel represent the relationship among Daoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism?  
● Our themes for the first semester are travel, cultural transmission, and encountering differences. How does the novel 

represent these themes? 
● This novel has enthralled readers over many centuries and continues to do so, inspiring films, musicals, television 

shows, anime adaptations, and even computer games. What do you think accounts for its continued popularity? 
I will be checking annotations as well as your separate notes in the first week of class, and students will do a writing assignment on the 
book. 

Purpose 
This novel is one of the greatest novels of traditional China and continues to be popular. The purpose of this summer reading  is to give 
students an introduction to a major work of world literature as well as to the themes of the first semester.  

mailto:tmcgann@sageridge.org
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Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without consulting internet 
guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to use abridgments and are not 
to use AI when completing their assignment. 

  



2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

CP/Honors Modern World History 
 

10th Grade History 
CP/Honors  

Summer Required Reading 
Assignment 

 
Questions can be directed to Mr. Adler: 

radler@sageridge.org  

CLASS NAME TITLE OF TEXT COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

College Prep 
Modern World 
History 10 
 
Honors Modern 
World History 10 

King Leopold’s 
Ghost: A Story of 
Greed, Terror 
and Heroism in 
Colonial Africa 

 

 
Adam 
Hoschild 

  
9780358212508 

 
Mariner Books 

Summary (from the publisher): In the late nineteenth century, as the European powers were carving up Africa, King 
Leopold II of Belgium carried out a brutal plundering of the territory surrounding the Congo River. In a horrifying episode 
of colonial exploitation, he ultimately slashed the area’s population by ten million yet still managed to shrewdly cultivate 
his reputation as a great humanitarian. A tale far richer than any novelist could invent, King Leopold’s Ghost is the 
horrifying account of a megalomaniac of monstrous proportions—a dark chapter in African history. It is also the deeply 
moving portrait of those who defied Leopold: African rebel leaders who fought against hopeless odds and a brave handful 
of missionaries, travelers, and young idealists who went to Africa for work or adventure but unexpectedly found 
themselves witnesses to a holocaust and participants in the twentieth century’s first great human rights movement. 
 
How did one man orchestrate a holocaust while cultivating a reputation as a great humanitarian, and who were the heroes 
that dared to fight back? 

Directions 
This book is a well-written narrative of one of the most infamous of European colonies. As you read, consider what is being 
shown about the interconnectedness of these different parts of the world. Why was the Congo colonized by Belgium in the 
first place? What incentivized such brutality on the part of the Belgians? How can this brutality be squared with the 
refinement of Leopold and Belgian society? Are these two things dependent on each other? Annotate as you read, with 
these questions in mind. 

Purpose 
This book addresses a central theme of the course, which is the particular ways in which different parts of the world were 
linked together in the early modern, modern, and contemporary eras. We will be discussing the dynamics of these 
relationships at the start of the year, and use it as reference in many of our discussions throughout the course. 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without consulting internet guides, 
summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to use abridgments and are not to use AI when 
completing their assignment. 

mailto:radler@sageridge.org


2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

AP World History 
 

10th Grade World History 
Advanced Placement  

Summer Required Reading 
Assignment 

                                           Ms. Deveza-Porter 
sdevezaporter@sageridge.org  

 

CLASS NAME TITLE OF 
TEXT 

COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

AP World History The Name 
Of The Rose 

 

Umberto Eco 978-0544176560 HarperVia 

Summary (from the back cover) 
“The year is 1327. Franciscans in a wealthy Italian abbey are suspected of heresy, and Brother William of Baskerville 
arrives to investigate. When his delicate mission is suddenly overshadowed by seven bizarre deaths, Brother William 
turns detective. His tools are the logic of Aristotle, the theology of Aquinas, the empirical insights of Roger Bacon—all 
sharpened to a glistening edge by wry humor and a ferocious curiosity. He collects evidence, deciphers secret symbols 
and coded manuscripts, and digs into the eerie labyrinth of the abbey, where ‘the most interesting things happen at 
night.’” 

Directions: Please purchase new copies of books so that they contain no text marking. Students should take reading 
notes during or after each reading session. They will help students keep track of the action. Students should also add 
marginalia to the text as he or she is reading. In addition, marginalia should include underlining or highlighting of what is 
important, potentially on every page. These will aid us as we discuss the themes of the book. At times, the book goes into 
great detail about historical events and histories. These may be skimmed.  
While reading, students should keep these ideas in mind:  

● The novel's characters discuss the 'truth' frequently. How does their pursuit of truth differ? 
● William of Baskerville is a man of faith and reason. Has he reconciled these two pursuits? 
● The Medieval mind was heavily shaped by their understanding of religion. Describe a few scenes that serve as 

examples of this understanding. 
** Here is a website with English translations of the Latin sections. This will be very useful. 
https://marco.tompitak.com/notr/ 

Purpose: Students will write an essay based on the reading assignment, and we will discuss it in class. We will also refer 
to it throughout the course when discussing the Medieval mind and its relation to the modern. 

 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without consulting 
internet guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to use abridgments 
and are not to use AI when completing their assignment. 

mailto:sdevezaporter@sageridge.org
https://marco.tompitak.com/notr/


2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

 
 

11th Grade English 
CP/Honors American Literature &  

AP English Language and Composition  
Summer Required Reading 

Assignment 
 

Mr. Sloyan:  jsloyan@sageridge.org 
 

CLASS NAME TITLE OF 
TEXT 

COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

American 
Literature CP / 
Honors  
 
AP English 
Language and 
Composition 

Narrative of 

the Life of 

Frederick 

Douglass, an 

American 

Slave  

Frederick 
Douglass 

978-0300204711 
 
 
 
 

Yale University 
Press 

Summary 
Frederick Douglass was a captivating figure who led the US abolitionist movement of the early 19th century. This 
influential autobiography encompasses the events of his life from birth to his eventual escape from slavery. Not 
only is this an important book, it is a compelling one. Douglass recounts the events of his life—both the tragic and 
the triumphant—in vivid detail and in an engaging prose style.    

Directions 
It is important to work closely with the text so that you can participate actively in class discussion. Please keep 
running READING NOTES in a composition book. For every 8 or 10 pages, jot down your thoughts on the plot, 
characters, or main ideas of the book. Also, please mark in the text when you see a quotation that you feel is 
significant—but be selective! Do not feel that you need to locate a significant quote on every page. 

Purpose 
The purpose of this assignment is threefold: 1) to give you a good reading experience over the summer break, 2) 
to lead into our year-long exploration of American Literature, and 3) to provide the context for your first written 
assignment in class.  

 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without 
consulting internet guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to 
use abridgments and are not to use AI when completing their assignment. 

 

mailto:jsloyan@sageridge.org
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2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

CP/Honors United States History 
 

11th Grade U.S. History CP/Honors 
Summer Required Reading 

Assignment 
 

Mr. Gunner Joachim: 
gjoachim@sageridge.org 

    

CLASS NAME TITLE OF TEXT COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

U.S. History 
(CP/Honors) 

The Political 
Thought of 
Frederick 
Douglass: In 
Pursuit of 
American Liberty.  

 

Nicholas 
Buccola.  

978-
1479867493 

NYU Press 

Summary (from the publisher) 
“Frederick Douglass, one of the most prominent figures in African-American and United States history, was born a slave, 
but escaped to the North and became a well-known anti-slavery activist, orator, and author. In The Political Thought of 
Frederick Douglass, Nicholas Buccola provides an important and original argument about the ideas that animated this 
reformer-statesman. Beyond his role as an abolitionist, Buccola argues for the importance of understanding Douglass as a 
political thinker who provides deep insights into the immense challenge of achieving and maintaining the liberal promise 
of freedom. Douglass, Buccola contends, shows us that the language of rights must be coupled with a robust 
understanding of social responsibility in order for liberal ideals to be realized. Truly an original American thinker, this book 
highlights Douglass’s rightful place among the great thinkers in the American liberal tradition.” 

Directions: Students may purchase new or used copies of the text (if used, marginalia must be their own). Students should 
add marginalia to the text as they read and/or take reading notes. These will aid us as we discuss the book's themes. 
 
For each chapter, consider the following guiding questions: 

1) What is Buccola’s argument in this section of the book? How does it relate to his overarching argument for the 
entire book? 

2) How does Buccola support his argument? What evidence does he use? 
3) Do you find Buccola’s argument persuasive? Why or why not?  

Purpose: In the first few weeks of class, students will write an essay based on the reading assignment and discussions. 

 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without consulting 
internet guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to use abridgments 
and are not to use AI when completing their assignment. 

  

mailto:jsloyan@sageridge.org


2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

AP United States History 
 

11th Grade  
AP U.S. History 

Summer Required Reading 
Assignment 

 
Ms. Deveza-Porter: 

sdevezaporter@sageridge.org  
    

CLASS NAME TITLE OF TEXT COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

AP U.S. History 
 

American Slavery, 
American Freedom 

 

Edmund 
Morgan 

978-0393324945 W.W. Norton 

Summary (from the publisher): “In the American Revolution, Virginians were the most eloquent spokesmen for freedom 
and equality. George Washington led the Americans in battle against British oppression. Thomas Jefferson led them in 
declaring independence. Virginians drafted not only the Declaration but also the Constitution and the Bill of Rights; they 
were elected to the presidency of the United States under that Constitution for thirty-two of the first thirty-six years of its 
existence. They were all slaveholders. In the new preface, Edmund S. Morgan writes: ‘Human relations among us still suffer 
from the former enslavement of a large portion of our predecessors. The freedom of the free, the growth of freedom 
experienced in the American Revolution depended more than we like to admit on the enslavement of more than 20 
percent of us at that time.’ How republican freedom came to be supported, at least in large part, by its opposite, slavery, is 
the subject of this book. American Slavery, American Freedom is a study of the tragic contradiction at the core of America. 
Morgan finds the keys to this central paradox, ‘the marriage of slavery and freedom,’ in the people and the politics of the 
state that was both the birthplace of the Revolution and the largest slaveholding state in the country.”   

Directions: Please purchase new copies of books so that they contain no text marking. Students should take reading notes 
during or after each reading session. They will help students keep track of the action. Students should also add marginalia 
to the text as they read. In addition, marginalia should include underlining or highlighting what is important, potentially 
on every page. These will aid us as we discuss the themes of the book. 
While reading, students should keep these questions in mind:  

● What is Morgan’s purpose?  What is he arguing? 
● What sources does he use?  Read his "Appendix," pp. 395-435 and "A Note on the Sources," pp. 433-441.  What 

types of sources did he rely on most? 
● Do you find his argument compelling?  Persuasive? 

Purpose: Students will write an essay based on the reading assignment, and we discuss it during the first weeks of class. 

 

mailto:sdevezaporter@sageridge.org
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Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without consulting 
internet guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to use abridgments 
and are not to use AI when completing their assignment. 

 
 

12th Grade English  
CP/Honors British Literature &  

AP English Literature and Composition 
Summer Required Reading 

Assignment 
 

Dr. McGann: tmcgann@sageridge.org 
 
 

CLASS NAME TITLE OF TEXT COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

British Literature CP 
/Honors 
 
AP English 
Literature and 
Composition  

White Teeth 

 

Zadie Smith 978-0375703867 Vintage 

Summary (from the publisher)  
Set against London’s racial and cultural tapestry, venturing across the former empire and into the past as it barrels toward 
the future, White Teeth revels in the ecstatic hodgepodge of modern life, flirting with disaster, confounding expectations, 
and embracing the comedy of daily existence. 

Directions: It is important to work closely with the text so that you can participate actively in class discussion. Please 
annotate AND keep running reading notes (for every 5 pages, jot down your thoughts on the plot, characters, or main ideas 
of the book, and please mark in the text when you see a quotation that you feel is significant.) These annotations and notes 
will be checked on the first day of classes. After seminar discussion of the novel, students will do a writing assignment on it. 

 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without consulting internet 
guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to use abridgments and are not 
to use AI when completing their assignment. 

 
 
 
  

mailto:tmcgann@sageridge.org


2026 Upper School Summer Reading 

CP/Honors History Capstone & Thesis 
 

12th Grade  
History Capstone & Thesis 
Summer Required Reading 

Assignment 
 

Questions can be directed to Mr. Adler 
radler@sageridge.org 

 

CLASS NAME TITLE OF 
TEXT 

COVER IMAGE AUTHOR ISBN# PUBLISHER 

CP/Honors History 
Capstone & Thesis 

The Anatomy 
of Fascism 

 

Paxton, Robert 978-1400033918 Vintage 

Summary  
(from the publisher): What is fascism? By focusing on the concrete: what the fascists did, rather than what they 
said, the esteemed historian Robert O. Paxton answers this question. 
From the first violent uniformed bands beating up “enemies of the state,” through Mussolini’s rise to power, to 
Germany’s fascist radicalization in World War II, Paxton shows clearly why fascists came to power in some 
countries and not others, and explores whether fascism could exist outside the early-twentieth-century European 
setting in which it emerged. 

Directions: Please purchase new copies of books so that they contain no text marking. Students should take 
reading notes during or after each reading session. They will help students keep track of the action. Students 
should also add marginalia to the text as they read. In addition, marginalia should include underlining or 
highlighting what is important, potentially on every page. These will aid us as we discuss the themes of the book. 
Particular attention should be paid to the questions of: 

● Why did fascism arise in the West in the twentieth century? 
● How does it diverge from liberal democracy? 
● What is the relationship between the individual and society in a fascist state? 

This reading and our discussions in the first week of school will form the basis of our first writing assignment. 

 

Honor Code 
All students are reminded of our Honor Code and are responsible for reading the works assigned without 
consulting internet guides, summaries, or any source other than the work required or chosen. Students are not to 
use abridgments and are not to use AI when completing their assignment. 

 

mailto:radler@sageridge.org

